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Hawaiian sea furfles journey ‘home’

by George Balazs, NOAA

he green mrtle (Chalomio mydaes), called
Thnruu in Hawaiian, can frequently be seen

feeding on marine plants In shallow coastal
waters. Following decades of over-exploition, the
population s now shown encouraging signs af
recovery afier receiving protection in 1978 wnder
the U8, Endangersd Species Acl. Flsewhere in the
Pacific and worldwide green turtles continue 0 e
threasened with extinction from excessive hanting for
[l including commercial use.

A adubis, green wrtles In Hawall migeate once
every 2-5 years across hundreds of miles of open
ocean (o breed at isolaed French Frigate Shoals
(24 *N, Db "W, the mid-point of our islasd chain,
During the summer monihs, females come shore at
night 10 excavale pests and deposit egps in the sandy
fsbets al this special location. In the datinse, hoih the
adult male and female mrles bask peacefully in the
sun along thwe shoreline,

Menly hatched turthes emerge from underground
nests afier the eggs incubate for ahowt fwo months.
The haichlings then swim to sea and drilf 2 the
surface in oceanic currents wheee they feed on small
imveriehrge animals. After growing to dinoer-plase
slee, they show up mainky in (e pear shore dskand
wallers extending from the Big Istand to Niikaw, Here
they graze on alpae and seaprass and sleep on the
bt wndey profeciive coral bedges.

As yepelarians, preen turiles grow slowly taking
marg than two decades 1o reach an adult beeeding
size af 200 poands or more, Althowsgh numbsers
have clearly increased during recent Svars, greei
turtles living at certain greas in Howall continue in be
(lrrensened by 2 disesse that forms fibrous growths on
the eves, neck, flippers and mouth. A mystertous virus
that aly affects seq uriles fs helloved o be the cause
of this often fatal afiliction. Research & undersay o
final ways o prevent o ool the disease.

The hawhsbill (Eretmochelys  imbeicata), or
hona'ew, Is alse native o Hawaii, bud there are very
few of these critbcally endangesed furtles remaining,
Nesting oocurs on several small, unprotected sand
heaches on the Bip Island, Mo, Molokd and
Oahn, A recenl study, using earth-orbiting saellites
i track hawlshills, suggests that the adulis nesting
al Kamelame, in he Ka'u district of Hawail, lve
on the opposite side of the islnd atoag the rugged
Hamukug coast. Hawkshills are known o feed heavily
of sponges, an (mvertebrate that is oode o mosi
othier animals. Sometimes haakshills ihemselves are
poisonous when people eat them.

The lemtherback mrtle (Dermochelys coriacea)
i5 @ regalar visitor o Hawaiis olsbore waters, but
does Aol nest on our beackes. The besiberback is
the world's larges tontle and can weigh up o 20
Ibs. Lemtberbucks seen in Nawaii are thought o
originae from brecding sites in Mexico, Costa Ric,
or Malaysia,

Sea turiles have sbwans been a deaditional part
of the Hawaiian culture, 45 elsewhere throughout
Palynesta and ather islands of the Pacific. Hawadian
legend relates that a mysiical werthe named Kaudla
riikes her home at Punslou Bay on the Big Isand,
Bauila couldl ranslorm Becself o uman form and
willch over the children as they played wlong the
shore. The people in this region are said o have bwed
Kawila @2 cheir guardian, and for her spring of pure
drinking waser that flowed oo the bay, Even odsy,
soma people of Hawaiian heritage revere sed turiles
5 thedr amakua, or persocal Samily dei:

Turthe watching as a part of eco-toursm las
hecome an ncreasingly popular activity, second only
o whale watching. Dive tour operstors frequently
promate sea rles us the aegjor siieaction of
underwiter sightsecing. Walching urtles from shore
ez alsn become popular, even from high rise ooels.

i

_... ; :

The mystical tertle named Rauila makes her home at
Punalus Bay on the Big Ilstand. Kauila could transform
herself into human formi and watch over the childres as they

piayed along the shere,

THE POURMEY HOME — Photo by renowned Bag Island Wikdile Photsgrapher Yictoria McCormick In the summertime when the
vem 13 2t its highest, some adult female Hawaiian green sea turtes and mast of the males begin their sceas journey back to the
Rarthwastern Hawaiizs lstands” nesting sstes. Some swim as far as BOD miles er mare in their pilgrimage to complete the josmey
of the Honu. Yisit www.victariamecormick.com for more hanu images.
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Aloha Festivals theme celebrates

“The Spirif Wifhin

" a tribute to the Hawaiian
hfe of land and sea
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Aloha and mahale
irom GlOriann Akau

Bitg Islawnd Festival manager tlariann
Al it wremibers of the Halaw O
Kedmdid a8 N v o the dedloeniio affer
desd year's Bopal Court invesiifinng

foha and welcome i our 2005 Big
slond Aloha Festivals, We have a greal
lineup of evenis that siveich from %almea
b Keg'du, Dur activitics begio Aupast 27

with the deanatéc voval court investioore i Hawai'i Volcanoes Sasenal Park and end Sepiember 25 with a
perforning arts exiravapanza 3l the sboh annwal Queen Lil'uokalani Festival,

Theis yvear's therme, “Ba Hoo Hawais,” is 2 special one, | was topl bt e hong represenss humility and
wi must learn o be bumble. I's importent io ask bow i do tings and o ask peemission o do them,”

%Kﬁ% ...prond fo suppori the Aloha Festivals

Aloha kakou!

Kona¥iews magazne is pleased to again produce this
informational and cedorful 31-page program guide ts
all the 2005 events on the Big Island, Since the poal of
KonaYiews is “spreading Aloha” — what does it better
than the Aloha Festivak!

Mahalo nui 2 to the advertisers fer their participation
(se¢ page 1) and to the Kona¥iews team: Writer Fern
Gavelel; designer Carol Wright; office manager Debbie
West-Wu; phorejournalist Charfes B, West {wha covered
many of the events last year); and condribating phofeg-
raphers Cared Wright, fern Gavelek and Michael ('Brien.

Makiako to Hagadone Printing for 2 print job well dsee and
to Bslandwide Distribution, Everett Sweet and Lani Olsen’s
volunoeer team for distributing the guide islandwide.

We also want ta pracefully acknowledgs the members
of esar commusmsty whe make this celebration of the culiure
of our islands possible — dedicased wolunteers, enthusizstic
attendees, and this year's presenting sponsors, Hawaiian
Hirlines and Hawaii Tourism Authority.
Shew your kokma — buy an Aloha Festivals ribban’

Tovi Daly, Kenabiews publisher

Aloha Fesiivals theme celebraies Hawallan life ol land and sca

and practice marng cons2rvacion,

peace, hope, humility and love.

2005 Aoha Festivals theme is Ba Homu Hawai'i “The Speret Within.™ It pays tribute o the Hawaiian
life of the land and the sea by focusing on honw or sea turtles. It honers the symbelism of honu in
Hawaiian culure, the belief of honu a5 an ancestral guardian and the responaibility to respect the acean

Honu have lived since the zges of dinesamrs. “They are the true ancients of Hawai'i, having dwelled in
our islands’ ocean waters for millenni,” reads a stacement by Aboka Festivaly. Honu symbodize longevity,
peace and the spirit within for Hawaimss, while they are beloved throeghout the world as creztures of

Honu are also ‘aumakes, astestral spirsual guardcans of Hawaiian families. Hawaiizns maintain
perianal, intimate retatioaships with their “zumakua and feed their ancestral guardiass nuriure and love
them. Simitar to grandparests, Hawaiians feel their “umakua keep them on the right path (pono).

Keen obaervers of natare and protectors of the sea, Hawaitans also care for hene, ensaring their return
to Land ta bear their young in the sands of thair birth. New endangered and Bardering
an extinction, this years teme points out that i is the respossibility of all peaple o
% ensure that hone's survival for 2ll penerations.
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