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It was unfortuncte that at short notice the g00logista,
botarists and biclogists (ineluding Dr. Helfrich) warc not
able to join the tean. Unly two scientists Joined frcn nbroad,
Drf Grossoan from Honburg doing research work into diseasus
carried by sea birds ang Mr¥.Cocke, a graduate studient from
the University of Hawaii dealing with corals. Birds and corals

a2y be of some long term benefit to us, but I cannot 8Ce any
immediate commereial interest that would result from these
researches. Our own nen consisted of the Chief Asricultural
Officer, Pisheries Developoent Officer Line Islanda and Master
R.C.8. "Tergaka", Team members reports are included with this
report., The Secretary Haotural Hesources, Mr. R.E.N. Smith,
took over as Leader of the expedition in Apia, Western Sanoa.

Wos on and Fonnine

The perty spent a cay on each island on the Tirst enll.
The two islands wers examined and the following daﬁ? collected:

Washington Fanning

Population Totel 430 iB6
Labour IT 72
Avarage Totol 3494 8528
Coconut Arens 2103 - 3122
Copra Preduction T000Q tons average p.a. 550 tons average p.a.

8inece I937
Rainfall I20" average TT" avernge
Airstrip reefoud nil
Shipping 2 Bank Line p.a. 2 Bank Line p.2.

3G. & E ships p.z. 3 G&E ships p.a.

Washington has & high level of copra production (0.5 tons/aore
becausa ﬂ% ﬁigh rairfall and peat goil. The palm regenerate

continuously, sc that thera is a continuous involutary "replantin::
progranmo,

On Fewning Island palms were mostly planted betwesen I830 ana
1323 (s Total o 57 acres), .the other 725 npres having been
plarted in the I950's., Thus most of the palms on Fanning are
very old indeed and they are the cause of the low overall copra
¥ield. In the past Fanning used to average T000 tons of copra
every year - but this has now declined with the inereasing npe
0f the palns. The Hanager has proposed o replanting scheie to
Burna Philp Ltd,

There wzs no ikformation collected about the plantoticnsg!
2ssets and liabilities and their profitabllity or othorwise. The
accounts of beth plantations are kept in the Sydney office. Ome
could imaginae, however, that substantial profits z2re reaped
during good years with peak pricos and that aceguate financinl
rovisions are imde for the bad years. The Fonning Taland
Flantation Balance Sheet for the year ended 30th June, IU6g,
(five years ago) revecled thot the compeny made a profit of
51G5,53I, efter poyment of dividends of A0 0K +n shnwmalal e



The real issue abett these two islands is the mystery over
their ovnership and sovereignty. The situation as I understond j
ghat Burns Philp Lid (in the form of Famning Islands Plantation)
has a freehold on both #ashington and Fanning, but the two
islands are subject tc the laws and Jurisdiction of the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands. It is perhaps more clear to put
it this way: Famning and Washington are an integral part of the
torritory of the Gilbert and ETlice Islands but the lands arg -
owned by a foreign coupany. -

I recommend that we should now move fast and acguire the
lands ond all properties of Burns Philp Itd. on the two islands.
The following methods of acquisitions are recommended:

I. The Copra Board's exclusive right under the Ordinanée to
purchase and export all copra produced in the territory has never
been applied to commercial plantations. We can subject the
Plantations to this legal requirement referred to above which

mey in turn prompt the company to sell out with us having the
better part of the bargain,

2. We enact legislation for lands in the Line Group on the
lines of the Gilbert Islonds Lands Code and then effect
transfer of lands under the code.,

'3. Out right nationzlisation,



4. Arrangenent by Negoviotions.

I suggest we start with 4 and must invalve the Australinn
Government. The Labour in Australia has been very sympothetic
to cases of this nature. It has recently returned Australicn
gtate - controlled lands in the New Hebrides, The cose of
Fanning and Washington is slightly different becouse they
are owned by an Australian private company. However, the invol-
ment of the Australian Covernment will not only put pressure on
Burn Fhilp but it nay agree on request fo compensate the -
company for the logs of its assets under some aid programne.
Regotiations should not be made by correspondence. I suggest
that orrangenents should now be made for the Mipister of Stote
ond some assistants to carry out direct negotiations with
the company and government officdals in Australia. The Minister
and his team should be well briefed about the whole history of
the plentetions. Actions I, 2 and 3 oay cpply anly in %he oevent
of unsuccessful negotintions. :

After nequisition we may decilde:

I. 4o continue to operate the plantations on commercial lines
by a private company, a co-operative society or & statuicry
body or

2. resettle poople pernanetly, giving preference 4o pecple
already there and the landless throughout the territory. In
this ease copra production will have t0 be done on o subsistonce
basls a¥ it is the case in the Gilbert and Ellice groups.

Hesettlenent

If resettlement is preferred the following factors sheuld
bear in mind: ‘Washington is about the size of Butaritari in
land arsa, Its heavy rainfanll and peat soll allow a variety of
eropa (breadfruit, babai, taro, sweat potato, bananz, ote) to
grow well. The would-te presence of some orpanised agriculturci



programmes (including livestock) will help to even more improve
production to support =say a population of some 3000 people.

Fish, both pelagic and in the I®kes are in abundance, Fanning
is only a few acres smaller than both Tabiteueas put together,
but has = better rainfall on average. Naturally crops grow less
well than their counterparts on VWashington, but certainly a lot
better than the drought-stricken islands in the Southern Gilhertz,
Talcing Seuthern Gilbert standards and given improvement through
agricuoltural development, this island cew supnort an even larger
population. Its spacious logoon is vich in fish of all kinds not
to mention its pelagic stocks.

Against these one has to ftake account of the islands' isolatic
and poor communications with Tarawa and elsewhera. The present
rate of ship calls is completely inadequate, and urless the
situation improves with the establishment of commercial venture
on Christmas and in the Line generally, core must be taoken not
to over-stock the izlands with people.

Canton & Enderbury

On the guestiocn of sovereighty I feel that we cannot treat
Washington end Fanning in isclation from Canton and Enderbury.
The case of Canton and Enderbury is rather like the controversial
case of the FNew Hebrides, which is jointly controlled by the
British snd French. Canton and Enderbury are Jointly administercd
by G & E and the U.S.

I don't think the U.S. would ever dream of hanging bn to its
claim to the ftwo islands and risk considerable damage t0 its
intermnational image if we were to meke an issue of this. As
vwell as fanning and Washington we must get tHe Canbton and
Enderbury controversy Eeﬁtled as fast as we con.

Christmas Island

I do not propose to devoete much space to Christmas Island,
Team members' report will provide information about agriculture,
fisheries, etc. TFurther more plans for Christmas Island are
currently being handled, wldely and everyone is in a better pictur
of what 18 going on there.

The brine shrimps thrive in the =aline lakes with very little
capital investment and work involved. By chance I kappened to
mect Dr. Helfrich who attended the S.P.C. Conference in Rarotong-
as representatlve of the Rock-feller Foundntion in the Pocific
region. I understand he is lenving the University of Howaii but
has eccntinued his intoerest in the Brine Shrimp project. He was
Pleased with the importance we attach to this project. He keeps
in constant contact with the G.M. and D.M. of the Dovelopment
Authority end is very impressed with their effort so far.

What Christmos Island need is & development package. No one
denies this. I undergtand U.K. aid funds are being souzht to
finance o survey of the infrastructure required %o support the
varlows proposed venture®on the island. So far as I know the
venwures proposed under the package are as follows:



brine shrinp, big sports fishing, tourisn, rock loebetars,
logoon fish, deep sen and pelogic stocks enterprises.

Plons Tor the first 4 projectswincluding the survey of the
infrastructure and the necessary -conimunication net worlk -re
being carried out by the Development Authority. The reat

of the projects listed are being handled by the Fisheries
survey Unit under my Ministry. The Unit has collected -
consicderable date on the tunn resource and the cousultints
fron London thought the informoticn would attract forelmn
invesinent. We have since approcched o number of fureign
fishing companies but have had n negative renly, even from
those who are alrendy operoting in the Pacifie ares, A tuns
enterprise would be o major contributor to the Christmos
Ieland preckage, but we are stuck with this projeot to the
discppoinivent of everyone, not lenst the Fisheries gtaff boeth

on Christemas Island and Betio. I have arranged to caoll a

meeting of all parties concerned to discuss not only
fisheries (how to expleit the tuna resource primarily) but
also the overall Christnas Island developunent strategy.

The lunger we wolt the better it would be for foreign fishing

-Vveseels which are cperating in the area.

socuthern Line

Five islends in the Southern Line have recently becone
pert of the territory of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, and
for the firat time they were officinlly wvisited during this
Hrip.

Scientific and other dote are provided in the teanp

nunbers' reperts. I shall dwell here on general observaticons
only. :

Molden & Starbuck

These two islands are coral reef islands. They ers fairly
big by coral islend standard, but the vegetation consist cnly
of dying grass and beach shrub. The absence of treecs is encugh
evidence of the isicnds being very dry and are subject to long

periods of drcught, perhaps more severe thon conditions in the
Southern Gilberts.

: 5
Cclonies of birds of various species live and nest on the

islands. For detailed information see Dr. Grossman's renort.
Pelagic Tish are in abudance as well as shallow reef stocks.
Clan shells and "Tenmatanen/A1ili" are found in limited nunbere.
Lobeter rescurce particularly at Starbuck, :ccording to Copt.

o

Vistt, equals thot of Christnas fBee Capt. ¥. Report ), Both

1glands are unsuitnble for settlecent.

Vostock

Vostcck, a cornl reef island is nbout half the size of
Niwlckita. The island is thiockly wocded with tall "puka"
wrees ond salt bush. Birds of all kinds nost on the, treces
rnft on the_pground around the ceean side (=ee Dr. Grossmon's
report), Fish, both pelagic ond shallow raef stocks, are in
mbundnnez.  Orayfish - not nuch (seo the Tett repurﬁi.
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Vostock is o nice little island which could support an
extended family, but the sbsence of any edible -crop on the
igland and its isolation makes 1t unsuitable for settlement ct

the moment.

I"l-l-

——

Carcline

The island is a typieal atell of rare beauty. The lagoon
is surrounded by islets and reef passages. On two of the larger
islets grow coconut palms of varying ages {see IMr. Vicker's '
report on vegetation and soil). Coconut crabs are found BVET -
wherea, '

Fish in the laggon are not only numerous but tame,
Clam shells of varying sizes live on coral heads in the-lagoon
in fantostic numbers. urtles breed here as well. {see Watt's
report on marine resources).

Colonies of birds concentrate on two islets, (see Ir.
Grogesmann's report).

Judging from the wvegetation T don't think Caroline gets
very much rain water. Underground water was not tested but
I think it should prove favourable.

With all the surrounding islets planted with coconut trees,

. Caroline could absorb the present population of Aramuka ond siill
mzintaing a higher standzrd of living purely on a subsistconce
level. Permanent sektlement is not recommended for reasons

given below.

Urgzent

Vostock, Caroline and Flint, the best of the Southern Line,
were leased to an American, Omer Inrr, from the Western Paoecific
High Commission for 25 years beginning in “ovember, I964 to
I989. Since then the islands have been given to us and are
now an integral part of the Gilbari and Ellice Islands. The
half-yenrly rent is &£stg 87.50. The lessee employs Tshiticns
t¢ cut copra on Caroline and Flint from time to time. The -
Tahitians tcke cdvantage of their presence to kill turtles <
that come up to breed on the beach for meat and the shells,
they ecollect shells that are found on the coral resfs and
have general access to all island resources. This situation
should not be allowed to continue, and in view of what we
propose to do with these islands, I recommend that the leass he
terminated as guickly ns we con. Under the terms of the lense
tormination can takd effect after notice of 6 months hzs beon
give. The rontal we get for the lease is peanuts oompared with
the unmonngeable exploitation dore to {porticularly) morine
resources ond returns on copra and other commodity sales fo
Toreipgners.

I have discussed this with the Minister of State, wno hos
GEread to tpke immediate action.



Flint

Fiint is the last island t0™Re south., It is a reaf ialgns
of coral forpation sbout the size of Niutco but longizh.
Coconut trees grow from point to point. Mint geezed to e

the wettest of the lot, The vegetation is sreener than
elswhere.

See tenoa nesberg! report on agriculture, Tisheries,
birds and byiroegrnphy.

Genernl Comsants

Caroline and Plint are +the only two islands which can
take up e nunber of settlars. They are however, so far
away frow subbeadquriers ot Christmas lot nlone fron Taraws
that pormanent settlenent nust ho out of the guestion,
8t lecat, for the tine being,

Dr. Grossmann would like to see 2ll the islands in the
South Yo be declared birds sanotuaries, This we can do but
wa wlll rever be able to enforce the terms of the declaration
fully. Foreign Tishing vessels which ply in the waters rouna

the islands often m-lke ealls for Sany reasons. Some of tiien
kill birde for food,

Recommendations

I. The lease of Caroline, Vostock cnd Flint by Mr. Darr nust

be terminated having given six months netice (the Minister of
State has agresed to this).

=2, Developzent in the South cannot be considered until
enferprises sroposed for Christmas Islané hove been firmly

mehhxzatahliﬁheﬂ.
"2+  For the tiie beinz declare all islanda ressrved are~ for

both birds ang AATANG resources,

4. Puture applieation for lease of any ialsand or islands
3uet be corefully considered to énsure that returns froa such

2 lease, if granted, would not be a smal)l fee ns in the ensE
of the presant lense,

2+ Caroline ztoll with all its natural attrictions would be o
ideal pluec for "2ilking” the tourists. It is not far from the
tourist route through Pzpeete. In this rasncet Caroline

Weuld need an tirstrip and accoumodation o sult the
enviromment. IT such venture is realised =ond crreful managencnt
18 2pplicd, e would keap whatever benefit that™ny mcorue fro:
Such underisking ~nd still leave the natur:l beauties of

island al:joss unspoiled.
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LINE TSLATMG DEPEDITION 1974 .
The expedition consisted ofi—-

Hon. Isalala Paeniu, Winister of Haturel Resources farama~Line-fApia
N.E.N. Snith, Scerctary for Natural Hescurcoes Apia-Tino-Mhooniz—
Tarpia
Hre I.H. Vickers, Director of Agrieulture — whole woyame
~Ir. H. Groseman, Ornithologizt and Parasitologist = hole voraze
Hro. Grosoman, fasifont to Parositologist " *

IIre W. Coclre, Scft Corzls Line-Apda

deipper J. Watt H.D,B., Fishories Ling-Ypia

Iarolco, Figheries Asgistont Line-Thooniz-Tarava
in addition Capt, E.V. Ward M.B.E. of the "Pernaka" carried out navigntionel
Investigations..

The Itinarary wos as followspe

22 furust Depart Tarnwn

27T = 29 fvguet Washingten

29 fugust Fanning

30 =31 August Christnng

2-% Beptenber FEnlden

=5 Jeptembor Storbuels

T-8 Septecber Veatock

9-10 Beptenber Caroline

11-12 Septenhor Flint

17=21 Septoober : Apia, Western Scmoa
26=-29 Beptenber Chriotnos

30 Serteober - 2 October Fonning

2= Ootobor Waghin;ton

5-10 Qetober Chriastrna

13 Cotober Phocniz

14 Qetohor Sydney (Monra)
15~16 Cetobor Eull (Orona)

16-1T Ootobor Cardner (Wilow:sroers)

21 Qetober _ Arr. Torowa
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CHRISTIAS ISLAND
Ganoral
1.1 The first, and post lasting inp¥ession of Christoas Island ig of a

nost eulpable ond depllorable neglect and indifference on the part of
Governnent to a ten-nillien pw—.nd windfall., OFf the Forces vnst conrlox
of instellations hardly a building cutside Tendon rooaing intact. Tort
Cenp and the J.0.C. are 1avaged ghost towms, and the Main Conp iz oll but
destroyed: grest fErenids of ruined furniture ond rusted beds nar the
lendseape and roofless ckeletons of buildings ore everywhere. Much of tho
devagtation hoe beon onrried out by Governnont itsolf, and the locel
populotion and oversoos of visiting Colony shipa have joimed in tho
carmige with enthusinem. Any developnent of Christnos will now entail the
shimment to the iaslend of building noterdals and oquiment at vast
cxponss — when rosently they wers thers in profussion.

1.2 There are 70 niles of excellont sealed roads, but even theso ors
Telling inte disrepoir, sfme the equimment to oointain theq has becn talken
to Tarewn, Tho oodin nirfield is deteriorating, and the buildings there
Beconing delapldated. The three storey Control Tower (the tnllest
governoent building in the Coleny) was stripped by the P.Y.D, and is
decoying ropidly - yot it guite possibly will be needed within o few montha,

1.5 The islend iz allegedly a bird sonctunry: this is n hollow oythe: I
have seen great heaps of slaughtered reod-tailed tropie birds and othors -
¥illed woantonly for sport, ond oconsionally for food. Every yeor hundroda
of thousands of birds ogos are stolen - even, in tho past; by those whoae
duty it is to prevent this,

Tad But with 211 thias, it iz also eclear thot the futurc of tho islend con
bo bright. fThe brine shrinp are flourishing, gone fishing is promising, the

Plantotions cro ecoming into a considerable producticn and good bosie
freilitios oxist,

1.5 The islnhd ond indeed the rest of the Line Islands arce badly oorved

By Coleny shipping ond Inzufficiently visited by senior goverrmont ~fficers:

it is for ton sasy to say that one connot posaibly be nwny fron Tarnun for
hree wocks - the rressures ogminst touring are far stronger than those for it.
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1.6 I reconnond thet 2 Colony vessel make not less than four voyngos

to the Line Islands ecach yesr, that serdor officora be fimly persuadod to
visit then, and that the drewback on E&-e::'ﬁ'xt Levy bo applied (if it ia not

so already.) If the recoomendstion 4n pere 13.4 is accepted them ono of tho
four voyages each year should be extended to inelude the Southorn Line Islendss
it would be essential for the wild life warden to trovel on this voyago.

L1 voyngea oust include stops ot Fanning and Washington long enoush to

cneble the District Officer, OWEm=C Folice ond Hediezl Officor froo

Christnng to ecarry out their dutias thore,
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=9 At thoe roquost of the Chiof Minister's 0ffice the opportuniiy wos
s-kon of examining the gerneral adoinistrative crgenisstion on the islond,

<+ hopanme inmediately obvious that the f3lmnd has been suffering froo an
iradegunte and confuscd pdoinistrative set-up for far toc long - ot one

timg the posts of Agricultural Officer, C.I.P. Honager end District
Coa—isesizner were ¢ll conbined in cne Agricultural CiTicer with o subsequent
viurring of functions: mnow the entire adoinistrative staff consists of the
Sintrict Officer (an §.%.0.) ond 2 junior clork, This is quite inadequate for
tre noods of the Line Xslends, and the burden on the clork is unwarvantabhly
thoevy. He 1s the sub-sccountant -~ which in Scptenber cntailed issuing 234
roceipis totalling 832000, and paid out 40 Paynent Vouchers to the wlune of
TH600, hendling all docunents and eash hiogelf: he is Court CRork, tyoiat,
filing elerk, stores Officer, keopfs the rogistexs of Dirtha, Morriosea and
Doztha, Vote Bock nnd deals with emguiriesr he slese toured for a wock with
the District Officor to Fonndng omd VWoshington in Saptenber, and will
necessarily o this #3 often os opportunity offors.

2.0 I noat strongly recormmend that the establishnent be inerzased
izhedictely by on-Breutive Officor end o typiat. The Executive (fficer would
be Sub-sceountant, with noroal duties of that post, but should also be
responaible for the Vote Bask, not enly of the District ~8ffico, but olso of
the Pisheries Unit on Christnas., As will be seen (para ), ouch af the
Finanelal troubles of the Pisheriea Unit sten fron the total lack of any
officer in that unit with even o spattering of Imowledge of Govormment
secounting procedures. It nay be unusunl froo an officer of cne Ministry to
wvorsea the expenditure of a unit of another tut I would support this: the

rizo of the Figheries Unit dees not & proscnt worrant qualified clerical ataff,

<3 The Executive Officer would nlso be in charge of the station in tho
conce of the District Officor; at present the officc has to close dewn, mo
#2yents eon be nsde, and considersble inccmwicnience to the public cnsucs.

2o The typist would do all the typing for Matriet, Fisheries, Custons
“nd Africulture (2s lonz es on Agriculturs scction remeins thore), and would

=130 help out with tho Poliee. Hene of the Govennent officos has m typdat ot
all,

€5 I would 1lso recormend that the pest of District Officer he
dpgroded, nnd that within tho not too distont futurc thet it be ~ Tull
Mninistrative Officor post. With the inpondine developnent of “hriastons
Ialand it will he rost necessary to have nn offieer of genicr stetus at pest.

i
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LIMIO LICENSING

2.1 Thore are two liconged clubs [&a wall na the CIP atnrﬂ} — tho
teptain Cool: ond the Tuna clubs., The forner is the 'astaff' club, snd bhaa
gxcellent preonises with & long bar, bii;giﬁds tahle and tabla tennis tobio,
The Tuna Club, oninly for fisheries perzomnol, is smnller but =lss in gnﬁﬁ
condition with bar and taoble tennis teble. The 'London® elub is in dlsusc
end disrepair - there are no plans to re-opem it. An spplicetion hes bean
nede for enother Melub" - the Temenin. This is in feot o private venturo by
iobo Ecepn, C.I.P. forenan, to turn hia priwnte house into o club, ond .
gheuld not be encoursged: thore is no recson however why & public bar in
guiteble prenises.and on a good site should not bo estoblished. Two clubs
ere quito ndequate for Christnes: I do not see ony good reason for noxe

ond recommend that any further ¢lub licence applicotions be voery ¢losoly
exonined.

ROADS

4.1 The ©.I.P has been only interssted (noturelly cnough) in plentation
roods, ond tho exoellent 7O piles tarnne gysten hos beon loft to fond for
itsclf. The double lane highway o the ond of Cassidy Field is in foir
eondition, tut bushes ond other vegetatisn have storied to enronch, The
single lane road is in a sinilar condition as far os 'A' aite, afbur which
(as far as South Eaat point) it is steadily being undornined by vegotetion
and is dctariﬂrﬂting'nmfu rapidly.

4,2 The first step to bo token is to reoove or poigon the emerozching
vegotation: - there is sufficient defoliont available on Chrisinas to taecat
tho senled roods ond the airfield. Thercafter ronodial word: should he faion
i the ronds: althourh tar is avadlable on Christoos, it is possible
inadegquate in quality or insufficient in quantity: in ony case the machinery

to orocess the tar wos token to Torewn.

43 The responsibdlity for the repeir and noinimance of ke roads puot

be place firnly on scoe-cno, and I recomnend that this be Afell Plantnflons os
the service body: +tho Devolopnent Authority as the porent hody of A.F. im in
a Togition to oupply skilloed stoff end plant if theose are required, The

cost of this is not estimated, but presunably would need to ba net from
Colmmy funds.

EEUEATIE@
5.1 The gehools nt Tondon and Poland appear satiafoctory, Mwut ccould Co
#ith sane cxpenditure on saintenonce.
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5.2 Arrangenente are being made for two buildings adjaeent to the school
to be converted into two 'E' type and one 42 4ypo house for the Headrnstar
and his stoff. This will have the advantage of hoving ataff at the school
to discourage vendalisn (enly too ‘rife), and will extond the school

include 2 pood netball court znd space for gones,

oren to



BoLICE b

6.1 I visited the Police Stotion: there are three cemstablen, with ono
of then (P.C. Tinen} in chargo of the station and Woshington and Fanming,

I would suggest thot the Cormissicner of Police night care to consider the
inerense of catoblishoent and upgrading of this post by one W.C.0.,
rrolernbly o good gergeant: the positiom of the I.C, in cherge is not

zr eaey one: it requires a pon with exporience, eapecinlly when the

zwkward subjects of supprossing looting and brd Iilling have to be prozeed.
ooting has besu igmored for somo yoors, ond even looked upon as a right

(= oonsteble returning to Tarawa hod building material neatly pockod and
ready), anﬁ very firm action will be necossary.

6.2 The Police Station would be inadequate for four officors, and I would
recormend that it nove into the former Custons Office by the Matriet Offico -
this would free the present station for use as a constable's quartors.

6.3 I wms also surprised to find thot the Police have no transport:
ihis is quite wrong - Bonams Watorholo with 150 2coplo ia 15 piles away, oad
Folond with 200 nore is 45 milos distont, Roguler patrols are necassory,
n®only to these scttlements, but to the Adrficld and around the islond
cenerclly to provent lesting snd bird sloughtor, I would urge thet a
vehiele be sent to the island as early es possiblo.

. Thore wes a problen over thoe tronanission to Betio prisom of two
srisornors, one of whon hed hoan sentonced to two yonrs inpriscnnent for
i~3pcent assault, and the othor to 10 nenths for wnlowful wounding of nnothor
“risomer, The Waristrate required their removel to Tarowa, but this wos
initia1ly quoried fron the Cormisaioner of Polico's Office, It gheuld bo
“nferstood thet the eventusl relesse of lg=tern conviets on Christ-ng
Iz12n3 is nost inadvisable: they will not bo enployed by C.I.T. or
Sovornmont, ond will have no housing. The Magiatrate hos the power te erder
I eonvicted prison'a removal fron Christnas, ond eon be expocted to exercian

%y 30 that finencial provision for priscnor and escort passores needs to
te nada,
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jitact A
=1 T risited the hospital; it consista of cne tuilding with twe snnll
~irlpss wards, ond onc rom that scrves as office, clinie, dontel surpery ond
etrpg-roon,. There is an M.0's houwas ond n?'ﬁrdﬁrlﬁr'z: quartor. There in no

~pdicel tronsport.

=2 Por an iglond of the size of Christnes, nnd with inpendirg Develoimoent,
: 22 not conalder the facilities in any woy adeguate. Building paterinl

1= =yailehle, ond the C.I.I wvith assistance from the Distriet Office has
zerood to ercet Imedietely a siople pedicel centre adjoining the existing
tospital, and conteining o waiting room, surgery/office, operating surzory,
iomin] gurpory, HCH clinie, storo-room ond o sclf contained private word. It
s o3 woll to ingclude this lest item now, ne it is beconing increasingly popular
en tha port of fishing vessels, ond others to put injired erewmen ashore, and
zlezn singe with the proboble installstion of ¢ gopme fishing canp and a brine
fichery there will wndoubtedly be oceidents where a patiemt will need to bo
Leid in o ward until he eon be flown out. One finnl consideration is that it
iz Sotler to do this now, when patorinls ore avodlable gratis, rnthoer thon
==ve then broken up for fireweod. The e-isting modical building con ho
=d=pted loecally into two adoguate gonornl words, witn foilets md en orderly'a
rrom,

5

743 The nodical orderly is jrovided and paid for by C.I.P.: on wmusunl

1}

rrangesemt, bub one which can well continue for the tine being. The owderiy
3 = food nan, ond has been partly troined by resident doctors, but I doubt if

%¢ ¥2uld necessarily be ncceptable os a full Medieal Assistont sm Governrient

[

zinfi.

Tei  There is mo murse, and I would recennond most stronzly that onc bo posted
*> Christmos immedictely. With o doctor, orderly cnd nuvse, the nneds of the
2:1%rd would be eatored for rensonably well.

3 Thore ia a clinle ot Polond, but it is extranoly difficulltt for the
- 7%tar to get therc. He has tho nest widoly senttercd cliontele in the Colony

Pl T transport. I recomnend most strongly that o vohicle enpakla of

s i Lo

"Tiinr o stretcher cose (perhaps o Moke with the necessary fitincs) ko
Serabhe o

*eatood and sant to the Island without delay. I an aware of the cyguneonts
A e L t . a

~+8% 2 loodieal' vehiecle, but Christnas iz o spreicl oeae, ond tevits
Yiveicl freatnent.



=% The deninl chair is an antique, and the only enpine a foot ono: 4f it
iz 2% nll possible these should be replaced. I would almo sur—est that a
~—+igt visit the Line Islands as o natter, :E' course overy tine 2 Colony ship
rizits. Cortainly his visit this tine, to Wdshington and Pamning ng woll ag
meeiginas, wos greatly apprecicted.

7.7 Toe pedienl aren appeara to have been excluded from those arens not to
*¢ lonsed to ftoll Plontations, and this should be rectified,
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8.1  The orcos clloted to Governnont™Wthin the London area ore gonerally
adequate, but I would reconnend
a) thet the hospital a-rna be included (or renoved from the A.P. locso.
b) that the School aren be extonded to include the old lmumndry ond net
~ bell areca.
e} thot the Fishories orca be adjusted to exeluds the C.I.D (£.T.)
wharf, and to include the two sheds sdjoining the fishories ochod.
d) that the Adninistmtion arca be extemdsd to include the long shed
at the rear of the D.C.z office. .

0.2 Thias alterations have been agrced in situs by C.I.P. ond Distriet,

but would presunably need to be cgreed Ly AJP. It is slec for arpuncnt
vhether or no the Agricultural Officors house should go o Atetl

rlantationa or not: from & purely Netural Rescurces aspect I would be onzious

to reserve it for a Wild Life Warden, but an well ownre thot thero are other
etngidorations,
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LIRFIELDS

9.1  There ere two excellent cirfiolds - Cassidy (or Main) of 6000 of
concroto, with cztra runmways, smd Acon ot™the Scuth eastern tip of the islsnd.

9.2 Tho buildings at Cassidy Ficld still standing consist of “

{=) " Control Mwert a good three storied building, Bedly veadslized,
end beginning to suffer froo roin démage internnlly, but being built larzely of
cenerete, basicnlly sound.

(b) Hamgnr (211 rotsl) very lorge and in sood condition, ut loctora
have already bequn to strip the petol sides.

(e) Iarge o1l metal stornge shed, In good eondition, but full of
bedly disturbed aircraft and mechanienl spares, plus two bodly danored nesr
fire tenders.

() larpesllinetnl storase shed in good condition, cemtnining s Few
ruinad wehicles. -

(e} Targe )1 metnl workshop - with half the Beofing stripped.

(£ & z) Two roception bullddngs (wood under netal) in fair condition,
tut with doosre and windows gone.

The runways ore in good conditicm, but sene vegetotion neods remcval,

9.3 This nirfield and its buildings arc o major national osset., No-cne
2yvgears to be directly reapemsible for it, cnd I recornond

(2) That the District Officer be formally appointed Airport Honegor

with responsibility for reopair cnd oointenanca,

fh] Thet ho be given cnoush funds to onploy & carponter and gix
Iabaurers o reooir the buildingz end bring then up to o recsonable stendard.
- caretnkor weuld slao he cdvisable. I would estinntc thot for 1975
£10000 would be adequnto to aoploy thesce momeond purchase nocesgary chatorinls
238 tiennl to these availa®le in the ' 1sland..
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g,'.; feon Field has & runway, and no btuildines: it is ;11: lengt GO0O!
f_-mﬁ poasibly nuch nore) of first mte concrete, and is alleged to have only
teen used for eireraft beinging in the Domb, It is snid to be for encugh
avay fron Cassidy to be an acceptable nltesagte. It will require little
mainienanee, but should be ingpected rggulﬂriiﬁ.

FA5TS & TELRCOMIUNIC..TICHI

10.1 The Bndic Operator is not overworked, but the distrituticn of his
worle is owkwerd - he has norning and aftornoon schedulcs seven deys o woalk, -
which of course neana that he never has o free day. I would ouwrzest thot this
be exanined — it is obvisugly incorrect for hin to be con duty seven daya o
week,

10.2 The postal work is not henvy, oxcopt on the rare oceoasicn o ghip
cellzg. [nm the 4th Cetober the tourist liner "Mentoroy' ealled end good
business was donc in stanps. Although such visits ara infrequent, it oizht be
usoful for the postal officer to have a 'sala' supply of FOCs and

coonenoretive stonps for such continponcics.

10.3 If it is of any nssistancs, then it nicht be possible for the
dstriet Cffice (if and when strengthencd) to toke over the postal side 23 mn
coent of P & T,

ARYICTLTINE
i1.1 in aceount of asriculture on Christoes is contnined in the roport of

the Dirceter of Azriculture and in onother recent roport and I do not intend to
curlicate this.

i1,z I was inpressed by the snount of hard work and plamning that has

C¥Ee Inta the development of the C,I,P.; the infrostruciure is wall maintainod
“=d steff and lobour querters are of an excellent standard, Over the yecrs
“==@ Q000 scres hove been planted to coconubs, in adverse ond often
“Erredictable conditions. The production (1000 4 tens thia yeor for the first
“it2) hoa net boen high, but it hos token mueh expordinent and failure to find
iHe mogt Towarding netheds of planting. Of the cerenno given soue GO0 ocores

“Te not yet in production; and these ore the best plented of the lot.

.=

Much eredit ia dwe to successive nonegers, capocially less:s Hovell,
“75ton emd Dryden for their very congiderable efforta. The plantotiog iz
=*e2lily dnpreving, and the infrastructuro is eapable of offeringy nest

T=lable servicen to any future develemiont projoct.



FISRERTES UNIT

12.1 iter ita successful inshore survey last year, the Fisheries Unit
hos been concentrating i¥s nain efferts on the rock lobmter potential,

Tis is a valuable experinent, and, if the NeKelvey expedition ever arrives,
can well lead to a viable industry., ™™

12.2 that is far froo Eﬂ.ti..afactﬂ-:m‘ however 1s the fishing aspect of this
upit, The "Angilelel' is hopelessly imadequate for anything other thon
close Inshore work, and is wrongly engined into the bargoin, She is out of
action, end will romain so wntil she gots o new engine. Mrs: Wott is auite -
cortedn thot thore are very substontial fish rescurces off Chrdstoas Island,
(but beyond "inglelei's range) and in the Southern Line Islends, whick it

is coscential to swrvey with on adequate vessel., Tho Chief Ficherics Officcr
will bo reguested to give the fullest consideration to sending the

"Tekokonn "to Christoss early in the new-year for a survey of offshore

-welers and the reat of the Line Islands, to take advontage of the nresence

of Hr. Watt, who iz one of the-worlds nore cxperienced tuna fishormaon.
If "Tekokona' iz not ewnilable, then it ooy be necesaary to hire or charter
o suitable veasel,

12.5 & further espect of Christoas Island thot it would be valunble to
investigete is the black 1ip pearl shell rescurce. Tt has been kmown for
years that o considerable quantity of this shell erists on Chrietoos Island,
but the lecation of the beds is inprecise. Nr. Wett is an experioncoed
SCULL diver, and is more than willing to undertake thias work, troining scie
¢f his man o work with hin, ‘The cost of such a survey would be comperitivelr
Dinor, comsisting madnly of oquipoent: a gmoll conpressor, aix bottles,
throe regulators, ond allied equipnent - the total would probadly be in the
Tegian of 31500 or less, and this should be found without dolny.

12.4 Selt fish is also capable of veory considorable developront
(rroviding a magket 1 found): high quality salt fish have ben nrodeead ,
using loealanlt resgurces. Depending on the scoson up to 60 taps of anlt
tin Lo dug from one lagoon in ona day.

1.5 The rock lobster survey has beon eontinually hanpersd by wirelinkls
transrort: ag the collection of lobstors entoils travelling 200 niles end
70re in a nisht reliable transport iz essentinl., Tha Tnit hns o Bodford 30
ot in exeellent condition but without an engine (this wes ruined by
igitin-~ fovernnent lootors running the engine on aviation fuel). . new

®nCine nuet be obtained and shipped to Christoas om the first availsbla
shin,
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12.6 The Thit also has a good freezer of appre=imately 270 cubic foet
(a Saithfrige) without = unit; this should be obtained at once (Millers of
suva have such a unit) cnd the freezer put into commission. A blast froozor
is required to complete the installations. .

12.7 I found the seattered buildings of the Unit unsatisfactory; cnd hove
crrengod with the C.I.P. for the Tnit to give up ita wohicle shed and

reeiove in oxchonge the vehicle shed and an old Nissen hut adjoining tho
Tnit's main shed, =0 that all its activities will bo in ono neat soricg &F
bufldinge and thercfore susceptible of botteor control. HMr. Watt has built o
icrge lobster Yeeepor® tank ( about 60' x 10') and is reosuscitating o pump

%5 keep the water frech. :

12.0 The Minditor reporta thet finsneisl control within the Thit is poor:
this is net surprising, when the officor inichﬂrge ig a practieal deopaon
fisherman, with no knowledge of aoccounting, and all his staff are loool
Tishernen. There 1s no clerk and no typewriter. If my recommandation that
en Executive Officer is posted to the Ddatrict siaff is accopted, then it
wzuld be sensible snd reascrable for him to undertoke vote book, storos and
cther fingnein)l asgisionce to the Fisheries Officer.

12.9 The Universiiy of Hawald had a research vessel the "Pownsend
Croowell" at Christmos in 1973, under the leadership of Dr. Jones, lin, Ukt
tells ne that copicvs of the research report wero pranised bBath 4c hinm ond

to Ficheries ond the Ministry, but no copies have ¥ot boen rocedived,

» ¥ILD GIRDS

1341 The situntion over wild birds ia porhaps the nost depressing sspoct
°f Christoas Island. The rare and beautiful red-tailed trople bids, of
vhieh neat on the ground and ean ba picked up by khand, have beon plundersd
2nd murdored in their thouscends, sone for food and gono for mere nlonsuro in
#illing, Thoir pepulotion has boen reduced in less than a yoar ficn BOOD to
~acut 2000. Grest heapa of dead -birde were seen by nyself ond othors.
Frirzte birds rost cn low bushos, and can be opprosched eloselr: this results
in louts taking pleasurc in bresking thoir wings and cnjoylns tho sicht

T their crip-led stnte. In the nezting renson car loads of torn esss nro
Eiolen by the lobour force and populotion of tho ialond.,



Hoaby mother ond ehick,



13.2 Yot Chpistrrs Island 4z a bird sﬂnctuzgg, ol with . ropax>
consarvition eoulq bp o tourist attrmotion tn thizs nlong: ns it is ony
visitor could enly cioent in the noat disporazing toms on the situation.
We are in faect faced with the choice of alternntives, either fo drap the
¥hole ddea of wild Vird preservation, apa 1oi thea bo wiped out, or to murg
overy offort to tum Christnos intg o goniune birg sanetusry, The firat is
® counsel of despair; the seeond could Fosult in » we1y worth while asset,

13.3 It 15 not cnough juat to stronpthen the Polico on Christong: wila
life presorvation all over the world has hecossarily becono the provineg
of organispotiong gearcd for thig Purposo,



omelst of A wild 1ife warden (an ornithologiet) with tug local agaistants,
with adequate tronsport, The ornithologist who oight be chtained aither
through Dritish or gtpep national id, or threush the World Wild Life mryet
should hg appeinted for nat nore than tye ¥ears, ond would nged to hove
Powers under the rolevant (arendea) ordinance o 2prrehend, arrest apa senreh
Suspocted offendersg Within the sanctunry, T2 Bight be objocicd thot this
¥ould oneroach op rolieg PoWera, but it ig the normal Wworld-wide prnctieg to
Elve gene wardens apg rangors police poweps (in rospect op Gite eontrol nng
‘rotection only) within wild 1ire Teserves, ond thorg is reason wiy Christang
Islong should bg different, st the terninotion of his toup of duty it shoula

¢ possivle tg 2ppoint honorcry Dird Yardens on the island, 4o whaz the two
logal esistanta woylg Wk,

13.5 1m 2dltion the thpeg islets of Cool Izlond, Moty Tabu ond #Hoty

Uue should Bbg doclersd "elomed", apa landing vrohibited without authority,
It w31 b, Bocoasary to aneng the Wild Birag Frotoetieon Ordinanee for this
SUTRome, T nocde considernnhlo anendnent in =¥ case - the nawdrmgn Poene 1ty
28 only o Tine of 810, 71p action of ‘thig nature is not taken Vory soon, than
e hird 14, of Christnag wilg

e T
" """"f‘ﬂ-“,f-

vory rokably he devasted boyna ony hooo of

4t the 8Rng 10, & ne¥ apnranch in Provention showld by nag ted: the
23 Divgg Preservation Ordinance 18 all but unknown to e sublie: T

g folleigna widaly, ag that the seneral ismoronge is abatod,
*uﬁlieﬂ-ﬂﬁ: Wis shoula 59 wide educntisn at the sehoal lovel; it ‘wnsg

: 2 ~eelly elivious at the Govorpment School on Christnng that reitheor the
?":'-.1 lran noy the toncherg pag Wy Imewledze 6f the natter. 1wi1g birdg,

=T Tlug g the world, gna their protectiop should he an Inportant port
b~ Tomantag Studicm,



FOmtING I9LATD

This Island wos wizited (by SHR) 30th Soptecber - 2nd Octobor,

IEISTRATICH
14.1 The officer-in-charge at Famming is the Radio Uperator, who doublos

=5 sub-accountant, works forensn and repré@bntative of the D.0 at Christoos.
this is not an entirely happy arrongeoent as inevitobly other officers
sraotipes jib at following the j.ns;tructinna of a junior officer of another
deportoent, It nisht well bo worth considering the eventual creation of an
Excutive Officor post on the island, and this would certainly be necessary worc
Ponning Islands Flantations to got rid of tho islond to its inhabitonts

(see below para 15.2). Thero iz o resthouse in fair conditicn at the
Gevernnent station which iz but 1ittle used, nnd eould becone on E.0.s5 housc
without difficulty.

GUTERITERET STATICH

e Thiz i3 on aree of 22 acros: it is allegedly leased by Govornnent
Troo Fenning Tslands Flantations, but the present nanoger, Mr. Cropp, says
thot no rent appears evor te have beon paid,



The stalioh has DOLH power ond water: on old Chriginas Talrnd
senerator has been installed and runps water to the houses and also sunlics
1icht fron 6.45-10m0 daily. Tt cannot be said to bo ccononic, as therc ora
anly & recipionts of pewer who pay 51.20 nonthly, i.e. an apmuel revemie of
315,20, as orposed fo an expediture of 8 drums of fuel amnuclly (3343) nnd

Frt of the woros of a labourer. The Protestant Mission has ogked to have
<Le power led to it,

F.ITIHG ISLAND PLAMTATICH
-_____—"'"'——_-L—.__

2l The nensger is Mr. Harold Cropp who is on o ene tour of o neeaths
“zis, and has n Year to go. He is living in the sssistont Hensger's houzo,

ik nanagor's house ig in the last atages of deeay. @r. Palner,
i e formap “onogor loft earlier thia year after 30 Yoors on Fanning.,

The plentation itself is not inpreasive: the island is about 8000
; thore ore snid to Lo 00 aeres undor cceonuts, but owven the —oot
e 3-Iy inapection roveals that thoy are all very maturc palos: no nov
g="\ “1ting appeare to have Leon undortalen in the last quartor comtury.
S ’~~1-¢»iﬂn iz about 60O tons por anmum. I gothered that F.I,P, cre —— ——
“doring the Paesihility of giving, selling or lecsing the islard to the
sTedent labour ¢ toreo, and then confining their offorts to the purchnac smd
T‘H Z of conen, Ong of their reaasns would undoubtadly bo that thoy would
- : "*'*llf net 1id of their prosent union troubles, which ~ré o continuous headgche

co




ik

15.3 Cortainly Fonning could woll be settled cg £roo holdinza, wut I

foul it would Bo far hetter forp Governnent to step in nt thia point, it
would Lo obvicusly of great advantage to locse the lond to tenont Tarnors,
y¥ith 2 non-gubdivizion clause in tho lease r T2thoer than to give or oall with
21l the evils of subdivisicon porpotrated cnow, I Tocormoond thet Geovernoont
consider the very ecrly nequisition ﬁf*Fuunirrg ond Yeshington.

15.4  Hr. Cropp had scveral worries concerning Govornnent, of which g
unheralded arrivel of urmweleane visitors wag the noin cne, He would bo
grateful if any Colony veaacel -booking pessengors to stay op Fonning would
clear theso .Pﬂﬂﬂa“.r'_?cs with hin, ag the iglmng is private Pronerty, and the
rossenzors may not neccssarily be permnitted to renain asghore, .

15.5 Mnathor problan cincerned servicos afforded +o Governnent, Iny
fovernuent carge is londed in F.I.F. boats and then carried by P.I.P. lobsur
to the Governnent station, He estimatea that since hiag arrival in Februory
*he coat of thoso services was nbout 3580: he is not cloining for this, but
B‘:.l-:geﬂ'ta that he should charge o flat rate of 10cent por cubic foot. Shoula
he do this then D0, L.I. will need o vote of 5000 to cover these coata,
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OLD CiBLR & HIRETLESS STATTOR
‘._______"—-i-—.u—.._._u"__"

15.1 The University of Eawaii rosearch unit at the old Ceble apd vircloss
Ftztion wag viaited. This 1s an catenishing place, as Q. & W. aroc said

=0 havg apont £1000000 on rencvation shortly hoforo thoy withdrow in 1963,
SiErs are g lorge conercto dnd tilo roof senior staff houses, a large bachelor
&zt for 6 officers and a truly mamoth administrative block, pluz nunerous
=eillary ildings, tennis court and swimming pool,

Thin pelatiel cstoblishnont ia now used by Dr. Martin Viteusdk, his

I e, R Joffeott vith a pormancnt Loeal work forca of 6; students
TR Hawadd alzso viait cccasionelly, Withouy wishing to defzy Dr, Vit-uack's
YIT poreumnlity op love for Fanming {211 of which.arg rerarimble), the got
HEVIulg g *ustanding ns an away-—from-it all hotel, especially as there is
= £72d nigd tiretrip 3000' leng (with poo for cxtenafon to 5000¢) mnds by
T - enly a rilo sway, There is another airstrip (Fil%s Field) at

About 5 niles Souty of the P,I.P. stetion, alec built by Ir.
etrugcde gy 1z alao carth/md, 25000 long and is onpoble of exbemsicn to GO0D",
*T- Vitsused hag his ewn light circraft whieh he Flics hinaslf. [e has alsa
“idtred o larpe .5, Javy tuz and barpe - vhich, ladon with ex 1.3, Hovy
» Ne aailed fron Monolulu hivaelf: a nan of parta, nilet,

and seicntict,
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16.5 Hodf o sdle st Vitousek FMold ia tho wreck of a Xoreocn fighin-
veasel the 3a Seng 78, which drove up tm_the reof in February. The rogesrch
station acquired much disol fuey therefron (after succouring tho crew) and
the wrocl wna "given" to the f’amwn Ean Chou., The University has a leaso

of thé Cable Station (? from Governnont) which has eight yoors to mm,

TISITORS

17.1 Yonning is even oore blessed with cruising yachts than Chrigtzan -
there have been 16 singe February, including one wheps the (nixed) croy
ostounded the islond by going arownd stark naked,



YASHITGTON ISLAND

18,1 & ronorknble island hoth Phyaically ang arlr:;r:l_tntmtitrely. Vigitea
(by SWR) 2-09tn Oetober), Fhysieally it ds lush agg firtile: its 2000 norog
self-sovm coconutg Produco 1000 tens op copra year. It hag unlinited fragh
wator, ag the centenl loke ig Potahln wmd 2 ennal sygten to reach the
rlontotions, Iending is difficult ot th:"beﬂ‘t: of tines, and loading COPRn
can toke nany dnyg - the last: Bonlk ship had to drift off 17 days to 1opnd o
Tow hundred tons, o boats cannet ke kopt on the islong but have to ho
brought fron Fonning each ting,

13,2 ﬁ.ﬂuiniatrati?elz,r it is a private Kingdon: ¥, Frew, the AnSEer Tms
it very firmnly ang gontly. Drink ia only per itted to a fow gonior stoff, on
it iz only tua Yeara sinee thg cutting or toddy wasg ollowed. The Plantation

buildin-g ang uwnties are neat sng oll mointained, gs ere mtha cnd pordens
= 2 strong contrag: with Fonning,

13,3 The Unian organiser from Christpng, limutu, travelleq tn the Torakn:
net only was ha refused pomiasnion to lend, but two rign vho tricd +g £0 out
by eansc to geq hin werg Trevented., Mr, Prow iz woll sware thet a union will

oooc, but 4is dotorningd that it ahogig bo n Woshingtom tnay and not A
Christrnag e,



— -

18,4 The Matrict Offiger heard threc cazes, put before hin by the Polico
Conatable: +the FManorer explained that this wag wnusual, as nost broaches of

tha peace were noroally settled by hin - Penzlties heing pold to the aports
fund,

18.5 Uhat Governnant adninistration thers is consists of ome lonely
Prlicenan: hig house and station are apotless, but erines nre few and for
betwoen ~ apg 48 Dreviously said, not al] reach the laow,

The Plantation achool is well built and rmaintodined: 4% hos ra
Froblens,

1C.5 The fish in the large central lake hove boon bedly affast.d by the
irodustien of tlapia, whish have Lecone & peat,

13,7
“2thington it 15 q5p tons per dion, ot Famning 200 ang Christras 150, aftor
*iich denurrgg is Fayable. He fools it should be sot at 100, 150 ond 250,
thig Ber Ye 8o, but T wos astoniahcd to leorn that thoae figurcs ard Tlleqotly
e My the Copra Doopd - in nearly acven years onfic Joord I hnd nover hoard
°f this ruling, but lire Frow wes adanent that e, Balt, Tamerly Sceretary of
Ry Uoard hove vigited the isl-nda snd zet this fifure,

lr. Frow was concemed at the Copra soading rates roquired: at



= 20 =
I think it norelilely that if Hr. Bolt wns cencarnod, he oerely sugrested the

figurea to the Donk Line, Sinco Oy return I have learned that the delay fisures

are in the centroct with the Bmk Line, nnd aotion ia being taken +o attonpt €0
——,

arend then, e
THOBHTY GROUF
PEOLT I3L#
19,1 This island wos visited on the 10th Oetobar. 4 snall party landed

with some difficulty, and hag even noro trouble in getting off, Mr. Vickors
ceing thoroughly ducled, Tho island iz a bird sanctuary, and shoulg racain gos
shere vere peny thousands of hirds - frigate, boobies, torng ote, in 01l stascs
:f grovth. There were 2lso o nunber of robhits, estimated ot from 100-200,

~ V.5, survey Veacon iz in DPesition, but no buildings.

TOSY ISLwn Moy
22,1 This islond was vieited on the 14th Octobor., The 0ld villozo aito
is entirely in ruing ana Overgrown, apart froo o conerota cistern, sone

JI' = 20" x 5 ity 2n aglestos roof. This was full of water, even though

the quttering 1s retien snd collapsed,

33,2 Thore is o v.8, I'rocldng atation beacon to the north of the villope,
23,3 The wrock of o

Horean Tighing veszol 270 Nan Hono from Inchan liga in
¥ Balvez on the reed nnd shore abeut twa miles north of the old gattlonent,

"0 remiing of the shiprrecied sailor's conp dis nearby on the shora,

woad The islond ajpoars to have suffered fron dreught for o eonsidornble

1t lagoon in the centre of the island has roceded b

1.}' [ i
¥ours or nore all round, and rotting algno and vepotation give off o
a5t md fensiye odour,

] Ho tracea of Pige, dops or cota Wore seen, and ovcn the
T B Bmenn 4o snconute was old. Birds wore not plemtiful, In all, not c
i

-
L e f T

TeT Aslond,

i tha go

Tho rgey lobater toon of throe.aen, however, apent the night rahore

: “ORSOnLy well, with a catch of about 751bs of panulirus ponieillatus,
= and suitabhle for the eatching of,

]

i i

=% imdoubtedly reasonalbly rich in,

LR

i



HULL I51.fD (cacm:)

2.1 This island was vizited on the 15th & 16th Cetohor. We nere surprisod
to find 2 U.3. radar stotion on the island, not having boen werned of it, but
ne nore surprised than the supervisor of the station E'Ih:' Larry Hen ‘EI} Iis
firat action was naturclly, to contact the U.5. bage at t.‘.‘zmtun for approval

for us %o land: this wos given, albeit witk somn hesitotion. The comcnder of
SANTZC ot Centon wos on leave, and conmand had develved upon a junior officer,
2nd/It Tworck, who srrived ot Mull hot foot by helicopter, and put mo through =
searching inquisition - owven thnm:h I azsurcd hin that our Fhocnix Ccroup visit
ked political elearnnce (GM GEIDL telogron of 2nd. October). lo stotod that

the lease of Imll by the Colony to the U.S5. Governnent fove the lattor
ezxclusive usc of the island until 1900, He hod a eopy of the loase on Canton,
cnd had reread it that nomming, I found it post cnbarrasaing thot a young
sccond llsutenant had seen tho documont, whon I had nots He was woluctant to
give perniszsion for enyene-to rennin on shore ovornicht, but svontually gove-

%oy, ond the lobster party, Dr. & Mrs. Crossmonn, mnd nyself stoyed on ghoro,
"uwir..g the following norning at 5,30 a.m,



21.2 I stoyed at the Ynse, which is a complox of hzalf o dozon air-conditionco:
residential econtainers with 21l convenlencea. The staff cenaists of fwo nen
omnly, the supervisor and a Sonoan assistant, They hove o 'Tromod® vohicle and

a pini~ture bull-doger, both brought by heliecoptsr, ns are all their supplics.
Two halicapters arrive every Priday, bringsing fresh food, poil, nnd saven

tinena filna, The return flight renoves all garbogs to Combton, nome Deing left
ct Hull. This is the subject of frequent inspections by om ecologist. The
supervizor is a civilien (as is his ﬁasist:mt:} on contract: Er. Henge has
alrerdy been on Hull for 15 nonths, and is beconing its strongest admiror.

21,3
ia

Tha eriginal rcef pessage has heem ro-blasted by U.S. forccs, ond
now lapge encugh to tolke o londing croft: this wos neccssary to permit

27 ihe disenbarention of the housing units and aquipnent, but iz not now

“sud. A fewr yords from it is the wrock of o Korean fishing vesael dating from
1asa,

i Of the old villose and govermnent stotion only o few ruined buildings
T5iin, omart fron the bis eistern, which the Anorienns heve rofurbishod.- L
iﬁ? oot

E N, £ 5 - r
0 Trior to our viesit ond unlmown ond unscon vessel's orow lonjed,

2SS0 e wnter tunos fro- the elstern and inflicted sujerfieinl donoge to it

<i.3 I wed inforned by the Anericons that on BEnderbury islond cre to

“*TRIn Tisking hoat wrecks no nore than 75 yords anart, ond both of whish weoro
e

by, o I
FERAned by the asame son.  The second wreck actunlly tock place when the

LY
lE A g s
“IS8 Ingrector was on ho islond locking et the first wreck! T would %e
dwa
LI A . i
eated o lmow, however, who owns all those wrecks, orx if 2ur Rocciver of



-

yeeks has any kmowledro of thono,

-, The lobater survey wne not a success: a party of nine nen enughit

= ere than 30 lobster; the lendor of tho marty did not rate the nessildlitics
very bighly. S

P I lenrned that at lonst tl.;r-:.:n fnerican sponsorod scicntific capeditions —
=: fron the Snithsenion hove visited not only Iull, but other islonds in the

mseniz: it would be of walue if their roports were available; Lt Twercl:
~#7erod to tieke this up,

23ISR ISLAED (HIZUMARORD)

o % | This island was visited en the 16th & 1Tth Octobor. It wns the reost
ermractive of the Fhoenix group vizited, having a beautiful lagoon ond wide
L'..‘:.-';n;:{: psange (not passable o boots). The ruins of ths old Govermront
rizilcn were visited; the Rodio Station is in foir ropoir, but the Resthougo ip
*uraed dowm. Howover both its eistorn end kitchan (astestos roofed) romain ma
=2 lotter is still full of furniture in good condition-table, beds,

=phonxd, dressing toblao, bogk cosa, olc, and wrisus tools, inelunding eross ecut
scvi. The old bobeoti is also standing, and in good condition,

.2 The o1d wroek of a Norwegien freightor lics in pieces on tha reof:
L vxn teld that Colony snell ships used to tio up to its stern shnft, which
iTiiects inte deep wator.,

=

€-ul The lobster survey s not rromising, only nhout 50 lobators
T¥irding a night's worlk,

o

-

sgrioulturally oll three island (Sydney, Mull and Cardner) were
51-"*:!-‘21'-111‘4::111;; = poor muts on the trees and not much on the ground, & collecting
THelition nirht be Juat nhout wishle, but only if the nuts on Hull wera
“ohuded, It micht be worth considering a urison expodition to the Phoondax: -

<1 Enzen riscnoers with worders and Trovisions were to be lamded on an isl-nd
g “lony vesmel on its uny to the Line, &hd retrieved on its next voynze, tha
"':'*'-:'-'e‘ ¥ould benefit fron the copra, the priscners fro: a lesas roatricted? evigtonco
"3tonce thoy Detio sriscn, and the prison conforts fund by o reszcnohle sum,

2.5 Sport fishing right be Poesible on Gardner - Hr. Vickors cousht ok Pk
“Eizh ang o g black-tip shork in on hour's fishing with light rod cnd lina,



-

7.5 Gardnor would e g digtingt pnaqi‘llility as

an away-fron-it all
rosort 1f there were o

n airfield - it is not all that istont fron Eandd,
411 that is meeded iz gocd rublicity, o oedicun of imepination snd -bout
e oillion dollars, There are o mucber of major hotel organisations in

werld who pight well ho intorcsted: beautiful, igolzted, enpty and

evailable tropical iclonds ore few end far between,
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The wreok of & Earean fishing vessel, ths T8 Sen Zoog abranded ab Farning Ioland in 1974,

R

A iy o

e

Fishing vessel, believed to he Korean, wrecked st Hall Taland,



SUIEIARY OF WECOIINERDAYT NS

e
That o Colony ship visits the Line Islands not less thrn four
tiros a yoar., (R 1)

That the District Office staff be increase by an Executive
Officer and o typist. (. 2)
Thot the pset of Distriet Officer be uprraded to fdninistrative

That Atoll Flantaticns Ltd., as the service body, be
responsible for road nadntencnes. (R, 4

That the Police eztoblishnemt be increased by one scnior W.C.O.

That o Pelice vehiecle be supplied, (n. &)

Thot o nurse be posted to Christnas Island (R. 7)

That a nedical vohiele be supplied. (R. 8)

That varicus land lease boundories be ancoded. (r.2)

That theo J}iatr;lct Officor be eppointed Airficlid }Ln&{:er,

friven funds tn repoir ond caintain the airfield nnd its
rencining buildings. (R, ‘0

Tnot the possibility of "Tokakonat going to the Line Tal-nde Lo

oxcrined urgently. (R 11)

That equirnont for a black lip pearl shell survoy bo coquired,

Thot the Fisheries freczer bo rehabilitated and & blost froczor
installed, (R, 13) -

That & scction be set up in the Ministry of Haotural Rosouress,
of o Tild Life Worden with two nssistants mnd a wvehicle, and
bared on Christras. (7. 14)

syt
S e—
| et 1 "E
remdedetpntive = Christoog
o EIE
e E-I 5
Officer. (m. 3)
Ch 4.3
% 6.1
(. 5)
Foro, E‘vj
el = Tais
i-:r—-l TlE
Fommy dal
L = P
Fors, 12.2
ra. 12,5
(R, 12)
'_"_r':l 1 E‘ E
Erl sl 13.4
e, VLS

Tiat the islets of Cock Island, Motu Opua, Motu Tabu ha declarcd
"cloged”, (R, 15)

~Zindstretion - Fanning

=
e
L R

14.1

15.3

That consideration he given to creating o post of Executive
Cfficor, Fnnning. (R. 16)

That econsiderantion be miven to the eorly acquisgition of
Fonning end Veshington. (2. 17)



 ——
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T

thoeniy Islrondse

foro 2.4 That considerntion be given to T.mun?iﬂg a 'prigen!
expedition to cut coprn. (R, 10)
Thrs 22.6 Thnt outeide interecats be sought for n possible airficld =nd

hotal eonplex ot Gordnor,  (R. 19)

Intlerantaticen of Rocorrendaticna

23.2 The nineteen roconnomdations in pora 23.1 frm?crmd to hore by the

letter R}, foll with various cotegories i.e. adninistratiwe, general policy and
loriglstive,

23.% The purely cdministrative cnes, i.e. It 1,2,3,5,7,11,16 ond 10 are a1l

gasceptille of imnedinte cetion by the ministrics concerned, snd arc drom to
isnedr attention.

Ziek; Thoso decisicons invelving nmindsterinl policy, i.e. R 4,9,10,12,15,14,

15417y £nd 19 aro enrnestly connended for consideration: 12=-15% ore clrondy
wting acteod upon in the Ministry of Natural Roscurces.

23.5 Several of the Rucue:r.ﬂ.:*_ﬂ.:-.tin.ns, notohly R 6,0,10,12,13 mnd 14,
velve the provision of funds not in the ocatinates: 1% is summented thot
Poistrios should soek nadditicnol provision as soon as posaihle if the
fecimmiendations ore accoptable to then.

-
o
"ll"llf

I would nlso be very willing to rest with 211 ninistrica conecorned to
~eugs the accortanco or otherwise of thesc recormendations ond their

cEiible inplorentation, ond would guggest that a "round - ul® would ba of
"2lue,
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D SCHME PICENTX JTJLANDS. 1974.

by

g,
“a

H. %. H. VICEERS, DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE, G.E.I.C.

Turing the period 22nd August to 2ist October 1974 the Directer of
tgriculture in T.5."Ternaka" visited all the Line Islonds and four of the
Fhoenix Islands sccording to the itinerary given below,

21st Aupust Departed Betio for Washington Islond.

2Bth ! e,n. Arrived Vashington Island. Teparted p.m. for Fanning,
29th " g.m. Arrived Fanning Island. Departed p.m. for Chrisimzs.
* 3Cth L a,n, Arrived Chrisimns Islond.

st " At Christmas Island, Departed p.o. for Malden,
2w Bepteaber a.m. Arrived Malden., .

Frd " Departed Malden Tsland p.n. for Starbuclk,

4th L a.n, Arrvived 3tarbuck Islagnd, - :

5th s Deperted Starbuck p.o. for Vostok. g
Tth " B.0. arrived Vostok Islend. '

Cth " Departed Vostck p.n. for Corokine.

Oth " 2in. Arrived Carcline Island. e

10¢h M " Doported Caroline p.o. for Plint,

11th " a.rte Arrived Flint Islond.

12¢h Doparted Flint p.o. for Apia (W. Sonca).

1Tth  * fafle  Arrived Apin, Western Somon.

2ist " Doported Apin p.n.

26th y P.e Arrived Christncs Island.

29th " Departed Chydstrcs Tsland pose for Famming,

S0th n 2,0. Jfirrived Fanming Islond.

izt Oetober Dep~rted Forming p.n. for Yashington

2nd " a,i, Arrived Yashington.

Jrd B Departed Washingtem p.ni. for Fonning.

4th h &.,0. frrived Fomming. Departed p.n.

Sth At a,8. Arrived Christeoas Ialond.

tth " Departed Chriztnas p.o. for Phoomixz Ias.

13th p.ite  Arrived Fhoenix Island. Donarted p.m. for

! Sydney Island.
14th ¢ A.01 Lrrived Sydney Island,

15th * n,0. Doparted Sydney. f.n. drrived Iull Is.



16th Cetober a.0. Deperted Mull, p.n. drrived Cordner Ts,
17th o p-0. Peported Gordnar Iﬂlﬂ]'ld*_*

2et L a.3, Arrived Detio, Toreoum,

e tour, over a poriod of two nonths, eovered ahout 3,000 milea of the
Pacifie Ooean. Every lendfall was mode ot exzctly the tine (and dote)
specified by Captoin B.V. Vard, M.B.E. who, due to lnck of gqualified
wetehlcooping officers, navigoted the ship enfirely wneided throughout tho
voyage. To Captoin Word the highest ppasible praise iz due for this feat of
seanmnehip which must heve inposed a heowy strain, His immunernble dig=
eoursas on loezl novigatien and lere, his Tlaghing wit ond every ready halp-
Tulness nnde the voyage the suceess it was, .

The Chief Ergincer, Hr. Jack Hullaor kopt "Toracka™ operational for
e whole voyago; brookdowms vere fow ond rapidly repeirod, but somo
roquired o display of considorsble ingonuity. The munersus outbonrd enginca
32l to ferry expodition porties to and fron their objoctives woro
*agaificently maintained. Mot ‘single sorious incident of outboard ongine
zilure occurred and thore wero aoveral ocengiona whore o foulty enging

ey

ctuld have cndangerod life. Jack iuller ond his staff deserve tho highoat
Freise,

The new Chief Officer, Ir. M. Hall-Thenpaon who was incharge of
tidet trnining wos the gontlenon physically responsible for discovering
“table landing points fer nesbers of the sxpodition. Groot eredit iz due
“2 hin apd to the various small beat coxswainas for the fact that not one bost

v=2 overturnod or domaged in the sevaral posaibly dongerous lendings th-t
“ore undertoken.

If waa wnderstosd that the prine purpose of tho expedition was te bo
- ecientific study of the Iime Islanda, It wos therclfore a great pity thet

-
LS

fou scientista wore in faot present. A grent deal nore feotunl lmowledso
~izht hove baan gmuﬂ if bodies such aa the Dritish Musowm, the Snithesnizn,
1 Iniversities hod been appronched at least twelve nonths bofore the ship
Y3 due to sail, The voyage was discussed in early 1975 but, as far ca is

- ‘
=¥0, nome of these institutions wes given notice of the proposcd iiinornry

=til 1974, which provided insufficient tine for first rate nen £ nako

Stsm0lves svedlable. Tt i atrongly roeonsended thet any future expadition

= .
= tis naturc should inelude a botnnist and on entonclegist of roputo.



-
Since thiz weynge wog fntended prinerily 2z n seientifie ocno soro
thoroushly unseientific netivitios :srhi::h accurred mant, with great rurrut,
be recorded.  That they will Yo rocopdad olecwhere is cortain, ao thot 1t ig

esosifored only rdght that they should be nentisned hore in the hopo thot
they exn Lo avcided in the future. & nost disgraceful and LANQoossaTy
sl~ughter of birds (tronic birds ana boobdes) took plaoce o both HALSET ond
3T - in the latter case apecinens nctually being studisd by the suet
eraitholo dsts werc killed within their vinion, Thoge birds, dus to tloir
lack of eontaet with Jrodetory hunons, are wnafroid and roin on tho ground
vhen amsrooched. The zoat avil on VOSTOE waa sot alight by fircs uood +a
e3ck the sloughtorcd birds, The fire was eventually put out ofter 2} hours
work with o bucked . It iz hoped thot thefipe rancined doused, IT
it emught light agiin ofter "Teraskn® sailed thot ovening there is o
thaneo thot all vogotnticn o the island will hove beon Aestroyod.
The ropurt which follows tcioa the roader down thrsunsh the five lorat
Tisited Scutlhom Idne Tolonds tiien to the bettor lmown Forthern Lino Idl-ads

nod Phoonix Islewde -heore deserintions nre not noccessary and comant is

Ade madnly fron on serienlturnd viewpoint.

Gndd .-

In sone of the Teports on the Scuthoern Lino Iglands roforenoo is rode

to sbjoots or faeilition not found on this capedition, These ronazlse rafor

%3 2 rule to-historien] notes nede by visiting shipa of the Reysl How Zo-dand

Hovy dn 1535, 1945 and 1955 and by Mr, I, B, Houde mnd cthers during oond
impdintely aftar the socond World 'ar,
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HALJUEN ISTAHD

(Iat,4° G3v 8, Long. 155 01' W)

=

C. AL DEICRIPTION

dzlden dislond is a £lnt, triansulor dsland about & ilea longs ot
greatest length aod possily 4 niles in grentost breadth and covorn n
reputcd 20,000 seres.  "Teroolka® reached the iolend =t 0645 va tendny
ol Septoeier 1974, Thore is ne anchorape. The Inndiny ds a%ent 300
sdg. north of South Vest point via a 9 foot wide surgoe chmnel in the
whrroy roof., There is now ne sim of any blasted chamel v 1f thure eveor

#¥n3 one, or of mny forner pior, The boach ot tho landing point iz steep-

to end hoavy surf over the roof —okos for o hnsardeus digonbazlntion, the
Toats orow hovins to turn the bont round vory ancertly uncn touching the honch,
diretehing Horth ond Scuth frow the londing point ore fthe romaina of C 3.5.1.
sieds used duriag the 1062 boch testa, all oxeept ono of theso is in neaT
ripadrs.  Tae tonl on the wter tower (which is a tndor lrndnar®) hez boon
Ceamntled cad removed leaving o rickety platforn 30 ft. high. The ola
Fospheteo euryprny buildings, to the Souvth of the rilitory canp, ero in roins -
»: roofs cxist and pony of the comal slab vells heve disintorrotod. Thore iz
1 sim whatsoover of =ny heats or other eunbany fear exccwt an cwxiliney shils
vieel ( largo) and o fer wire ropen and henwy chadns, all in poor eonditisn.

Tere i no odfm of ~ny flagotaff and it ig diffieult to idemtify the ciotern
notod 4n 1930,

Fae 3121l gause tron trocl 4= s5t411 a9 La sem and = fov bogays <Ff summo
reele are 1ving nesr the trock in plnces - the railway lines thonsalves ra
Lo rusty to e of any use now,

1 the wostern side of tho uilitary ec:p ore otocks of fuel cunaigting:

T =t least 250 driss (14 £e11.) of U.3, vy Deseline d-tod Psbruary 1952 -
“here are 2 fov driye of petrol, 211 these druo are in parfoct eonlition
L wnt-omad,

The izlond, whielh is chout 30 £t T8als 0% the edpgo, apuescs to alepe
vy slightly tounrds ¢ eantrol arca norked o8 'lagoen' oa the chart, In
“28%, the '1agaom! im % the vrirane eastern end of the clinrted aoren o rewrintor
Tuing noaclt iy vith froo sedion ehleride in spell ptebhee on the sirTreo,
ety totally crelosed '1roasnt is about 15 £t, a.s.l. one fook doc s in wuter of
wecedinly 4igh saYirdity, dovernl deprossicnas o the islend vxkich nro
"1""31.1.‘2‘13 old phosphrte Sicdnge wors shollowly filled with hirs 1y anlice

YUNE 08 Were the cresvntians tood o forn tro troek ecabrkoonts. Thore &2 4hoan
= Iroch woter e lons on falcon,




The only froch wobter was found on tho ecostern side in & cove [v;.'r.ri pnosihots
worleing?) into which o sloping track hod boon cut, presunably to haul mny the
phosphote originally conteined in the cave,~In this nron one cat vas goan: -
another cat wne geon nenr the wotor tower. Hul-lr tho North East point are owza
reinz, tresucably uwsod by the {-;u;'né:n conpony ond to thoe West-.of these ruins aro
four susll groves of stunted Pisoain gromlis troes 12-15T%. high and 20t. in
dinooter. MHost of the Bastorn side of thoe izsland is token up by old jhosiinto
digrings. There is no sign ot 2ll of oy coconut palus,

Travolling Scuth East fron South West point is a gmveyard containdny: mony
Polynesan type sraves end these of O Buropeans, The norblo hecdatoncs on J of thac
Purcpoon groaves ore atill in nint eonditicm.

There is an overprewn pirstrip raming on a Hc:r:-t!y'":‘:tc-uth boaring mhout 200yd=.
sast of the poin conp buildivgs on the emd or sinilar (not concrata) and is
shout BAC-000wds. long. ‘Tho Horthern end of the atrip 1s pnrked by o pele aboub
20Tt, hish and the line &f the strip is indicated by 3 poles (others hawe fellen
-.'Emm} ond fuel drumm, one or two of which are painted rod and whito. The otris

. iz gparsely covered with low clunps of Leolarus gross end Portulaca gg;. succulo-

nta.

VEGETATTICH ¢

The eireusference of the islend hos o fairly sporso cover of Sida follax
(2ft. high), Lecturus rovens, Tribulus cistoides and another unidentified gross.
Posging fron this area towards the centre there is o wide pone consisting ontirvely
of two speeies of Fortulnce (yellow ond white flewered) and nore eenmtreal still
and about 150yda. before reaching the "lagoon! ie an oros of pure Portulses
luten. The 'lagoon' snlt flats are bare of vegetotion. The 4 clunps eonininivg
6,:3,5 and 9 stunted Fisonia trees near the FNorth East peint hove alrocdy boom
neted. Redinfoll is obviously vory poor and prolably wory erratic.

S0TLe.

T —

The scil is entiroly coral T"grovel! cround ike narpgin of the island uwith
nore Tinoly divided coral sond toward the centro, interssersed with uzposed ezl

rock where rhesrhate has been romoved. Thoe 'lagocn! iz o brown corcl grnd with
gecagiongl snall arca of Cure sodiun ehlorile of smexfrmn thicknoss of one inch.
NIRDG:

There arc large nunmtora of sea hirds ineluding brown boobies, bluc—faced
EF!a-'lEde} boobiss, red-tnilod tropie birds nnd fairy terno. All nest oo the
ieland in pecce =nl quictudc until disturbed and sleushiored by the eon oy F

' visitine ship - which fortunately is a rore occurrcnce.



ANTHATS : g

' Cate, nice, peljuesion mis (R, axulons).

DEVELOF{Y PﬂEEIBILITIEﬁ:

dAs further phes:hats working aprenrs to he out of tha Tuaction ~nd
ng thore is virtually no freely ovailablo fresh wmtor the best possillo use
Tor Moldén Talond would Probabl$ bo ag a hird sonctuary. There is gond
Tishing off ithe Horth Hest nnd South West Points - yolicwfin tuns nnd
Fingfish boing the nain attroetions. Due to the nost Inhospitahle lanlinge: ond
norrow reef with no snnd benches any form of fourdst venture iz out of the

guistion - even if the water protlen eould be overcome. This is a neat
Lload aned depreasing island,
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STARSUCK ISLIND
o X
{Lats 5° 37" 2, Long, 155° 551 1)
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GEMERAL DESCOTTTION: .

Starbuck Island lies about 103 cileg 3.5.%W. of IMlden. It ia
ebout 5 rdles long end 2F miles wide at the widest point and covers o
revuted 4000 aeres., "Toraalm" arrived at the izlond ot OTG0 on Todaandayr
2nd Jeptorber 1974. There iz no anchornme.

The charted "boat pessace” nenr the Vedtern foint could neot ho found ard
the ship stesped round the islend enst nbout ond eventually found uxnocod
300 yd, wide rcof flots on the northern side = landins was made Loro thzourds
& wide surpe chammel ond was o sinple and zofe srococodure — quite the

raverae of Halden,

. Tho shore beapramd the reef is o steep bank 20 to 30 £t. high comalaocd
of larme, sharp coral frognonts on the rampart. ™o ocoon ronmrt dyong
abecut 2 £, to the flot interior whick is coipescd in tie ppdn of lerso nrona
of broken black corsl picces nalcing for nest vnmeonfertoble wol: ing. Thore
ora the renins of nony, nostly old, wroeks of woode on ships on the northcrn
cide. Thope wrocks hinvo heep Tlung bodily over tho ro- wert in vericu
eatzclyane vhich hove struck the izland from tine to tine.

it tho Yostorn Foint of the island arg the old phosphato sotile-cnt
ruins conaisting of four houses rodae of cornl plabs 1aid hari sontnlls;
"Counictivhis"  of ane othor snd what ues protebly a largo storoge shod.
Feofz no lenger oxist on oy buildings ond gone walls ke collapeod. &
chort distonee inlond fras the buildings o woll wnos found, it =g drr ~nd
tho sides, provionsly shorn up by brulks of tinmber, b colls B, bul
could bo cxeavatod amain - this indientos that thore ndsht be o frooh 1% ar

lcna on Storbuels, - = lzroe bleck ent woeg scon in the vieinity of tho woll
althoush there srere no indie- tirna of “"i""-.i]'lblﬂ fraoch woter,

Te the etst of the ruine is o stone alab coirn swmouwrbed! %
brolten pole (ox flopetafy 3 tn the east of this ngnis is o loxre hordireod
"buaeon” atalc out to n coint ot the ton, whieh ooy h-vo narlzed the orisdin-1
Boat entronce hut ¥ nlao have boen o grave, ag o monll erags oado of ocpor
vza fomd at the Lrse of 1t =pna ray fornerly heve heen pniled to the
tinber. Thore is o wide surie chamnel in the reof nearly oppoaite thin
"beneon™ which is i=possible to goo from outsids the rucf duc to e Loowy
furf - it is poosille to Zet n boot in here with quidapece from the choro oo ih
Chief Officcr and tho muthor deconatented in practice. Tho expericnec 1.
rather waplecs nt and it 1as “greed that the nerthorn ecocst reef whers 1o

Criginally landed wos n pore enzenind spot deepite the two nfle w.ll: 4. *:
B Tt el R O iy
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Sporac; unddentificd spocics of grass as ot Hrlden, stuntod

Sida follax, Didens sp. (with yellow flowar) ond Tortuleoa sp. (with
yellow flewer), Pribulus cistoides {ne at Mnlden) vory stunted, Cordisz
subcordats (stunted) neor Brgtern logoons. Introduced Tnomas #ps betwoen
rzined buildinga,

- MATER:

There noy be = frosh water lens 23 noted sbove. Thero is no ovidonce of
tny frecly avnilable frosh wober, At the sestern and the islond thare ore
shallow totnlly onclosed lagoona which are highly saline,

S0TT,s
Coral sond interapersed andomyT 13:;-5--: orons of coral reg and brokon
reef roel-,

NIRNG -
Large Lreeding eolonics of Sooty torns (posaibly 1-5 nilli-n birds),

Drowm hoobies, o ey frignte birds, curlews ~ no bhluc-foced {nmalod )
boobies were seon,

FI20 -

in oz allent reof for lobsters - g larme quantity vore cought cn the
Nerthern reef in a short tine. Yellow tuna and kingfish abound.

J2 LLOFHENT I'05ST SILITIRS

This island is even drier than Malden and is a nost uninspiring ploce.
Te bird colony is not inpressive. The nnl,,r Toraccnble cxploitotion of
Storbuelk would be in its reef which abounds with lobstars and elahs,
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(Lzt. 10° 05'5, Long. 152° 234).
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Gral SHAT DESCHTVTICN :

Vostok Islond lics cbout 305 niles §.3.E, of Haldem. It is o TOIr
gall eoral island chbouk 1400 yda, long, triongulsr in nhoapa ond
esversd in a dense forest of Pilsonin prondis troos somo of which roneh -
hoight of 30 fect., The islond covars a reouted {64 pores.

'Torceka’ reoached the ialaond ot 0000 on Tih Scptonbor 1974 -

Thero iz no onchersse.

The londing is made through o norrow cut in the reof aboot 190 vds.
nerth of tho Yost Point. There is the rocent wreek of a wosden fimhing
voszal on tho tip of the West Point. The eoral boseh at the loeding is
gtoen ~ to at on rarla of abeut 55'&.

The castorn part of the isloend consists of n brond flet ledwo of
blagk ecornd fragnonts, possibly 100 ydo. wide on which thore is ~ lasree
neating ecleny of brom boobics. Tio eentral ond northom port of tho

island de Plsonds forest over a deon browmolock pent soil. There ~re na

buildings of mny sort. Tho bench ercat is strewn +rith wtocknpo vl Jopmoge

{Tai!rnne::ﬂ?:l fishint fleats.

VECRTATTION :

dens~ Tisonda forest ns nited., ™ the cornl f£lsts there are wtchon
of Doerhcovia repsna ond one lew—growing wnidentificd sucouient — tho
tiny white petnlled tubular flover docs not roomible Portlaoes in BT AT
Lwde are the mly veoeulsr plenta on the islnnd.
SCIL:

Coral sunds on the periphery. Under*tle Plaonin is doop pent
Wbedet ot 12" depth) oxbending to o depth of ot least 5 foet. TIIS
PELR I3 HIGHLY FLAGIADLE,

JIL3:

Leuim boobdes neotin: with epgs snd yeung, Dlue-facod (nnaleaa)
boobice nesting in troes, frigate - birds nestin: in frces, blue-cioy
toma, noddy ternz, friry torno. Thia Maee i3 a oinisture ovicrr
of sea-hirds,
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HATER =
Ho frosh woter cvident although rainfell is probably abundont

if the Pisonio growth is ony naasure, ﬁﬁﬁ.puat is of very fine
texture and highly abacrbent and it is doubtful if g satis actory
well could be dug to top the abzorbed noisture,

ATIHALS
Hice and the ubiquitous Polynesian rot {E._ﬂ;g;gﬁg} enly.

FIST;

Tellowfin tunn, kingfish and ecaranw 8Ps Were cauzht and ars
of large size. Very few lobsters. Cocenut crads in profuaion,

LEVELOPHENT PDESEEILITIEQ:

Virtually nfl. This is a nost beautiful little slace frem tho
point of view of forest nnd aea=bird eclonica, dny lunan oceupa-
tion would goonor or lator sot light to the pant (it took "Terakalg”

out the Plgonin forest would £o for crar.

There is no fresh witer. Tho island eeuld be declored a bird
sanctunry, Hotices to intercasted bodies should stress that eonping
bz econfined +o the oastorn coml flata, Thig ig the weother gida of

the islond and this foet night help to deter a longthy stay by
hLE.‘l-'Jl‘LH -
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CATCLINE ISLAND

(tat. 10°%00°s, Iong. 150%14'W).

GERIERLL, DESCRTPTICN:
Caroline Tsland is o sooll, narvow atoll with 24 islots.
The totnl lengsth is about 5% niles pnd pay be 1 mile in sroatost
width ot the scuthern and, The land aren is raputedly 560 acros.
"Percka' arrived off Caroline ot 0000 en 9th Septenbar 1974.
Ionding was nade on South-Tsland over o wide reef-af a Point parked
by the shank of an anchor. There i= no mnchorngo.
nly two islets hove any mumber of coconut palne on them -
the nost nertherly islot Imown os lnke Island and the nost southorley
ﬂElEI:t Imosm o Scuth Islond, South Island nayhave.nu much as 100
ceres of palns which sre o wild forest of naturs palng, immature
pelna and heaps of wmout nuts and wnecleared fronda., T iz not
possible to estinate the acreage of plns accurately as patches
have died out here end there in the centro of the islond. COverprown
ruing of a forner sottlencnt were found near t:lm northern point of
Scuth Islaond but no well wos found althoush there is o fresh woter
lens ot a depth of about five feet in the centrol part of the islaond.
The northern islet (Wake Is,) is casily resched over the
100 yd. wide flat rocf. Hore there was evidenco of the losscc's

setivitiea in the form of & tenporary copra store containing nbout
three tons of very poor grade copra in bags and o temporary sheltor
on the southern shore of the islend. At fipst g#ight thore appear to
be o substontial munher of palos on this islet, hut this is an
illusion = the perithery is covered by palo Torest but the interior
cf the southorn part of the islond consists of an aluost pure stand
of Tondanus, The northern half of Neko: Is, ccoprizos a high bench
ereat with o black cornl fragment plat forn inlaond elothod araraoly
by Hessorschnidin bushoa snd the ccntral mert ig forcated with

“Pisonia treos, less dense nnd sualler than those on Vostok (perhopa

80 feet high) with the chometeristic decp loyer of post belew,
The northern asetion of Hake Ts, i3 a black broken coral pletfam

with dense Messerschedidia bushes, almoot inpenetrablo without bush
kmives,
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A few of the other islets have snell olunps of from Z %0 15 mlas on
then. £11 palns arcas displey synptons of periodic drought, bottline-
of the frunk sod skirta of dead fronds., $%oe palos hove Tokirts! ng
henvy ag those on Christons Taland. Nuts are small end average obouk
23 per palu, with only 3 or 4 nuts per infloresconce. The yield of
copra mist be vory low. o copra appesrcd to have boon cut on Scuth
Insland for ot least five years.

VEGETLTICH :

Fomal spocies for an atoll, but Scoovela totally sbasont.
Freoont and chvious era Hesserschnidin, Cosos, Pandspus 87e (with
sonll fruit bunches), Yiena lubsole n clesrings-om 8. Island,
Fisonin on Hake Tslond, Doerhovia, some-lepfumis. & full report m
the flora ds in Atoll Tesonroh Bulletin, Mo.145 of 1971,

Coral sand beach, llack corsl mge bohind the beoch crogt.

In the conbre of Scuth Island n deep, brom hunic sand in srell

peckets interspersed with eorel rag. Deep browm/black finely divided
peat wnder Pisonia on Moke Island,

DINTS:
Iroem boobies neosting, frignte bira, scoty toms, foiry terns,.

-
4

Humm
Ho fresh woter wells found. Te lens on S. Island is about
5' down ac one peint,

AHTTALS:
Folynosion rot.

FISH ote:
Mly 20 lobsters causht in ong vhole nighte fishing. Dlaghk tip

shavik (v. nuzerous) are 2 nemaco to the rocf walker hers — =ono up

to 4 £%. in lemgth. Fuwicrous large eceonut eraba - which arTe probabl-
the source of supply for ¥ostel, Hany turtle trockas scon,
DEVEL ORI PCISIITLITING -

This i= a besutiful nininture atoll = fish abound in the
Ingoon snd there is a frosh water lens - of depth or yiold unimown, -
Coroline night Prosibly be leazed te a tourist venture of mome gert,

°r te privete porsome. Situnted about 500 miles from Papoeto this
Would not be out of theo

build » hideawmy hona,

question for those with nonoy sufficient to
The tenptation to susgest that C.BE.I.C.
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people should be given the opportwmity to scttle on Corolins should
be fircly rosisted. It is too far away from the Cllberts — it is toe
far away fron eny adninistrotion there noy-be on CHristoas Taland,

. Brinfoll s uncertein mmd there £ro obviously czfanded drought periods.

Tacorcticnlly this 1little atoll.could be vostly inprove fron the
purely agricultursl stond point, btut in the opinicn .of the suthor it
is quite beyond sny consideration in-practise - at least ns for oa

the G.E.I.C. Government is concerncd.



FLIHT ISLAND

(1at. 11°25'3, Tong, 151%aony).

i

GENERLT BISE'HII-"I‘EFIF:

Flint is nnother srcll reaf islend reputedly covering GOOD
sores and Is about 2F nilea long ond ¥ mile wide ot tha widest point,
This is about 4 down the length of the island fran the northemn nost
point (in faet, from the boat londing eastwards). The islond tapors
at both ends and its nxiz is shout EEDG{T} to Iﬁﬂﬂ[T]. Thare ia no
cnchornge,
' 4 long subberped reof oxbonds from the nerthorn tip of Flint
so0 that tho iasland is usually approached at its southern point, Tho
boat possoge is about ¥ of the distance along the wostern const whon
approached din this pamer, The Pessero is narked by a 30 £+, high
eocnercte bencon on shore, The boat lending hes been blastad ar gut
froo the solid reof and im about 0 yds. leng by 20 ft. wide ond
ends in o low coral wall about 1 ft, high., The surge ot the senmnrd
ond of this channel is sufficiont o send a small boat shooting “townrds

is ond ot en alarmiag rate - the bewnmon and an acecnplice oro

roquired o leap into tha wotor at the lost seeend +ao pravont tho ot
-raaning the well at e far end,.

This islond, with Careline + 18 currently logaod %o Copt.
Mmar Dart for copra Production, js= it heppensdy five of his Tohitian
enployeca Were encanped near the londing boneon, thoir acconsdatinn
being o eapacious tent apd a tin shack, whish containod about 25 tons
of copra and 2 large gresnback furtle shella, The copra was of joor
quality ond mouldy as no attenpt was nnde to dry it in the sun - the
Cocormt neat is eut out ang ionedintely sooked with the inevitablo
rogult,

8nd fron the hoat bossoge 'is an overgrewm forost of cooonuta;
© Tecent offort has been pnde to inprovo this situntion by eutting
4% useloss palms ana crtessive younp palne din an aven of 2 o 3
“tros adjacent to the enn « The rest of the plantntien is "yilge,
with heaps of old uncut nuts coversd by layors of fallen fronds which
Qokog walkkineg ond inspection most difficult,

A short distance south-east of tho boat lendins is tho
Teonina of the tran trock which in turn loads to thoe ruins of the
913 thosphote sobtleicnt buildings and o spall weodon chapel (which
18 2ti11 in foirly focd repair, ccoplets vith pewa, sltar and altor
®loth), There arg two lorpe eomorote cistorns in thie swem oo
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used to store mainwater fren roof cotohnent. The covers of tho
claterns hove long since digappocred but they could bo put into roo—
sonnble order fairly enaily. It-is estionted that the largest of
theze tanks could store about 10,000 @1?1'6115 of water and the smoller
about 5,000 gmllioms, ;

Fron the appearcnee of tho palns and other vepctation it da
plain that Plint rcecives norc rainfall thanm Chroling; howover. nll
the wosurl minoml deficiencics of a ecorl island ars menifest. The
palns, hoving boon left in a wild state and 21l extept tho originals
being selfscwn, bear only a neagre crop of nuts — no paln was
obsorved to hove nore than 27 nuts an? the nuts wore sanll.

VOGETATI N : -

Cocon, Hessorschinidin, Pisonia (stunted te 40 £%.), Cordia
saboordatn, ore the oadn an? obviocus florn
S0TL:

Cornl sand ond grevel on the shore above the reof, Tnland

o mic brosm deep sand. (ne small arox of peat swonp was found
accidentally, so that there nay be rorve,

WATER =
There is evidence of o lens but the well to the south of tha
izlond remedned undiscovered. DMninfall is obviously sdequnte so thot

- Toof catehment to the cisternz would Irobably be the nost practical

bethed of grining fresh wotor.

DIRDS +
the usucl range of boobies, torns, frigatos, curlomm ond
turnstones, but nane nosting,

AR THATS .

Iorge populotion of Tolymesion rats,

FISI:

Iorgo kingfish and tuns. Inside the reef the loboter population
¥aa diaappointine, mﬁh evidence of turtle opp=loying.
Many eceonut—crabsa,.

DEVELOFHENT FOSSINILITIES :

Hith the cxpenditure of offort nnd a little ooney the coconut
Torest eould bo wastly inproved, Talt nuobors could be reduced Iy
about 507 to sehicve a oonngoable stand of palns of all apes., Theore

h are scvercl hundred tines pore scccnuts lying on the grownd thon
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have ever been cut for coprs and the present systen, if it ean be
called such, will never elear thom ups In a tioe of high coprn prices
& ¥ean of 15 or 20 men based on the island for six months could

effoet a vast improvesent; doubtless the lessee would benefit finon-
cially if earriage of copra 400 miles t0 the niddleman in Papecte is
not too hoaty a factor in the coat of operation.

Flin%, being a reef island with no lagoon, im -1-::t aa attrac—
tive as Careline but geographieally nay have the radgﬂ ag it is 100
piles nearer Popeote. Any tourdst developmont would require that
the disland be eleared of its prosent tangled vogolative stoto. Bven
if this were zeconplished it is doubtful if any but the most devoted
"get oway fron iters® would be interested; thore is no beach for
swimming - a pool or pools could be blasted ocut of the surrounding
rool and, like Carcline, sooe method would have to bo found of
excluding the numbors of bleck-tip sharkes which live botwemn roof
end shore. Dird 1ife is not cspecially abundont and althoush a
senctuary could be deslored it is doubtful if oa mueh dinterest would
be showm cs in, say, I=lden or Voatok,

It noy be worthvhile to suggest that a puch higher rent be eid
by the lesace, thus fereoing hin to improve the estoto and cut mora
copra = or if he refuscs, to sell the island outright for as large
4 fun a8 can be obtained frem whoover and for whetover purpoge

it is required, Flint can never he rogarded as o Colony assot fron
any point of '!riﬂ'“i



VESHIGTON ISLAND

Weshington is tho post northerly of the Line Izlands and ig
cimad Trechold by Durns Fhilp Lid. Bt

4% the tioo of ocur visit the total populotion was #30. Thoro
wera 77 estate workers, 1 pnlicamn and 2 schoolteachors — tha
balance boing dependant rolatives. The fustralinn Manager 1= Mr, D§ill
Frew who has bheen on the island for 19 years and had Just roturnod
from lecve after a reriod of 7 consecutive yoars on the island,

Hoshington is now o reef igland, but oust once hnve becn an
atoll as the lake in the contre (now eontoining potable fresh wobor)
atill containg zen wator fish (Caranz sp. and Bonefish) and the lavge
surrounding swanp contains sea shells in abundance which are expoaed
21l along the banks of the nen—oode canals leading $o the Ialg,

CRE.LGR 2103 acres 1nnd; 524 acres lagoom, Total 2627 acrea.
RAINFALL {20 GVerage sineo 1937,

PLANTATTON =

This is mainly of coconuts groving under Forgas conditions in
beat. Ho attenpt s made to "inprove" cultural conditicns and it
is quite probable thet, with the oxeeptien of o ninirun of thinning
here and there, littie itprovesent con be nades The lorge peet
*swonp’ would be Prohibitively cxpongive to replent and providad
the undergrowth of forn (Foelynodiug thyoetedos ) and ths majority of
geroinnted nuts are kept in check 1ittlo nmora can be oxpeoted,.
Tields of copre hove beon g tondy at about 1000 tons Por amun
s8ince 1937 and this fron approminotely 2000 acres of bolng is g
noat eroditable cuturn, in estinated 300 tens of copra is lost
each yenr due to mita not found by copm cutters, roat of those
are hidden in the domse undergrovth or fall into the canals, awanp,
or inte the lnke,

The plantation is divided by patha into 127 blooka of 10,5
Actres each vwhich are allocatod togroups of 4 copra cuvlors ne daily
tagks., n loaking at tho map im the Manager's offico ons ig
lomedintely stk by tho possibilities of the sinple divisions fop
gettlonent that these blocks previde, During discussions with thuc
Hanager it canc out that Durns Philp were, in fact, considering Giving
each coprn eutter and fenily a block, The Cotipany acting ng =~ buying
Sgency and rroviding settlenent infrostruetyrs, This has not gene
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boyond tho Yidea! stnge yot.

Ennagonant allews each plontation worker on aren of 50 squora
feet for use as o babaiftero pit. There are an abundance of hroond-
fruit trees, powpaws and banonns growing in the sotitlenent arca.
Pendanus grows wild on the island as does toro in the swonp areo.

TIE FITURE :

Washington oust always be considored with Ponning Islond in
amy thoushts sbout the fubure. Tt is quite certain thot Turns
Fhilp, even if thoy wished %o sell these islands at all, weuld
never conaider selling at a time of low coprn prices. This was
fairly obvious frm'i;u:‘.epen&ant discussione with Mossrs Trew cnd
Flootwood. If Durns Fhilp arc ever of a mind toscll then the
Colony would be nskod a foirly hefty price. What this sun night
be ot present is a motter for conjocture but it would be surprising
if purchaso could bo made ot leas that 14 rd1licn dollars for the
two islonda,

It must elso be clearly recognised thot Woshington and
Foaning are presently supporting over 000 Gilbort and Ellice
islondora. Any plons for cettlenent that the Colony night hovo
nust toke theso 'regidents' inte account. Mony of these pesple lhava
lived on one or the cther island for nany yonrs ond conalder thaom
as "mone! = a genorntion of young people have grown up who hove
aever seon rmy other island gnd are now true residents in avery
Wiy



