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pichwre of the lifo eycle of this bird, brscd op long=torn studiog

=2 et they ean ealoulrts tha optirmn mumber of ehicka o tnl-o in
exch sercons! harvest, The logs of senbirds, 1ike tha turtles would
bc 2ore serdous thom just the losa of o food reseurce, The birds oro
rt only scientific ohjeots, they ore poro, becousa thay clso hove

2 r0ll in otoll marine ceology, I tourisn, os in P¥34, boconos

ot dmwpartont gouree of ineoos, this roouires sulitentinl bird
wolrtions. Soabirda rre Just ns intogral o pert of the ayatiquo
ef coral islonds ag peln tress ond non-polluted clenr woter, IF

you build a hotel on Christnag Islemd for gome fishing nn ia boing
£iscussed, the tourdsts will not be attrocted by the inconploto
cioll scenery without birds, Wise censorvs tion netion is therefora
ncodod now to ensure the futura, Hhot could happen is denongtrated

o Torown, Sydney omd Gordoner whero the seabirds have not boen nhle
w recovor ot all,

gveps should be trken to comserve the birda firet before it iz +too
1xbe. Ue think it is cdvianble th -t Govornoont tikes steps towords
degiglotion offecting wildlife, So for I haven't met o Gilbort or
Ellico Islander who has rmy iden of conservetion or Togourco
macrecnt and the best hope of persucding thom thet rotionnl,

== orpoced to totol exploitetion, is in their owm interests by
zducstion in the schools, TFrono Oy own point of view only thosa
cengervotiona cetions which ore bosed on o chonge of rwaronoss by
efugntion towards an understonding of their own n-tive aninals will
te rieh in neaning, vhot hoppened to Christnng Island is quite a
good oxomple, It has clready been deolared o bird sanetunry in 1960
turing the occupation time of the sorvices. But there has beoen no
elue: tion towerds nn underatanding of protective legizle-tion, Even
ranission to visit the islands hes sunk into oblivion and T suppose
e Tolt respensible to introduse the newoonars to the loeal

trotection rules,

satcestiongs {Bird Protoction)

To cnforce the consorvotive legisletion cn Christnra

Izlrnd nore effoctively it is neceassry to cnploy o :
Conscrvation Officor, with police power, with ono or +wo holpora,
Murthernore it would vory profitable to hove on ornitholosiat
perninently on the islomd to orrvy out somo long=-tern populntion
studies, Cook Izlond, Motu Upuo, ~nd Motu Tabu should only

be visited with o spocial pernit, The unhobited, imelated,
ceononienlly uninportond Vestok Island should bo

deelred ns a nature rescrve os soon na poseible becouse of tho
grent soabird population thore. At sone stoge in tha paat
Phoendx Talond, Birnie and MeFern Islrnds, were decl-red

as wird senetuardes, bubt T feél thrt to. ensure their further
froedon fron habitation, dogs, cots ond rats, th~t further
legielntion should be node to koep these islends ns nefure
rescrves.

d¥rections: (Turtle Protection)

On Flint thore scened to be the only good grecn turtle noating
place in tho vigitnd islends, gix large fennles hird been
crught in one weck by four Tohition comre cutterz. I supmosc
not only to supploment their dict but also to soll tho sholla
on T, hiti which iz quite luer-tive todoy,
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Turing our bricf visits we found out scnething sbout tho stotus
of sen turtlcs there., Wo found, sz hed been ferroed by Horino
Turtle Speciclists that on the Ldne Isl-nds o3 woll the turtles
woere roduced to vory low mmbers. Turtle ncesting is now a vory
rorve cceursnee, Quite o munbor of people who we cantactaod
inforped us tht the tuwrtle pomulotion is foirly lorge,
cltheough ne infornotion wns ovailoble on the ecwrroent st-tus of
turtle stockes in tho line Islamds, Turtles wore lcilled, not
only on Flint vhich is not peronnontly inhobited, but also on
the perthern ling Islonds nearly oveory turtle coning up to logy
iz Ikilled by the loonl peopic o fost cs thoy cone ashora,
Turtlce noat hes long boon o deliescy oneng Gilbertese and Fllice
Islendors, Becousc of over=killing than in nesxly the whole of
tho contrel Pacifie, it ie only in outlying erens thek thoy
roally survive, Thus, littlo nceting now tckes plroe, ond tho
romante of the brecding populotion ore still beoing kK1lcd

and their ogzs token. Undoubtobly this situ-tion hos odeted for
hundreds of yorrs on the Gilbort -nd Bllica Isl-nda, But the
inerenao in papuletion, conbined with grooter boating nobility
hoz pllowed o higher peodation on nesting prounds that woro
previously visited only rorcly.

int ghould e

| Wo think thot two things should be dome ot the sooe tine, Firstly
inportont turtle nosting arcos (e.g. Flint Islond) should bo
deolored siriet turtle sonctuorice ot all tincs of the yorr,
or thoe prosent legislation should be podifiecd in thiz line,
Protective logisintion undor the figherios oet would bo
oxecllent., But cven this alone would not be sufficiont,

ot the srme tine ivhe local populstion must bepersunded by
edueation thot a totel exploitotion by overkilling coomod

ba rotionn, The loas of tu rtlos would be mich more inportont
then the loss of a food resourco, Sea turtles nre just cs
integrel pnrt of tha reef ccology nnd environonont, ns clgne

_ond corcls. Idke overy oninocl thoy hove o speedndl function
in the Morine scology. I hope thot a teaching in this oy
will incrocze nuarencss of, and intorest in, the founa,
Steps should be taolen to conscrve then first before it is
too late., It is o pity thot there bz been no Marine Turtlo
Speeinlist perticipating inthis "expodition" assessing the
popalrtions, We sore sure thet ¢ roqueost from the Govermont
of G.E.I. C, to the fustralion or Wal. Govornoent for o
Horine Turtle Specinlist, to ndvise then on resowroc
nonagenent and holp you to ecobine protective oeotivities
with e controlled exploitntion, such as turtlo forming,
wvould result in heolp being provided. If would be worthwhile
as well, to contnaf the R giona, Beologlen sviacr,

Mr fpthur L. Dahl,
5.FP. Coonission,
B,P. D=5 Houwco Codex,
‘ Wow Cololomia,

Dr. Hemning Grossoonmn,
2 Henburg 6T
Nellanbergwos 3,

Weat Guroory.
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