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as glass fishing floats are replaced by plastic

ISLAND LIFE

Beachcombers’ haul grows more precious by the year
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Fishing floats:

From Page D1

There's no market for the plastic oneg.
“They're terrible, horrible, able,” asid
beachcomber Randy Pratt of ug, who last
found a float 10 years ago. “T wouldn't
have a C One on my premises.”

Eva_mlhuwmd;hﬂl,a ﬂuﬁtwwﬂlﬂjll
waash up. Nobody knows for sure many are
gtill rf L th-:i:ﬂ_l':_"nm,ﬂ—1:1.I:1r|.'l:-|a-:l15!.tlrr.'rulam:d;s:dq
milliona? = :

“I haven't heard of anybody finding a good
one for a while,” Marks sald. “I proba gave
away hundreds ag glfts. Took them on vacation
and gave them as souvenirs to friends, They
appreciated it so much more than we did.”

Marks is hanging on to the 50 he has left. “I'm
keeping them for my kids,” Marks said,

Finders, keepers

Finding a float ian't b I 19TT, a
California tourist mlmmm Bellows Beach
discovered a rare “binary,” sort of like s -
Ehmuaminﬂm_ltw:mthaﬂrﬂﬂmthamr

Part of their mystique lies in their history.
And they're virtually impossible to trace.

Many people assoclate floats with Iwn
fishermen wandering the vast Pacific, they
actually orlginated in Norway in 1844 for
commercial cod fishing. J: Etarted using
them in 1911 mbunymﬂr‘ﬂ , deep-sea nets
and hooks. W

Other coun soon adopted
them: China, Korea, Russia, a M
England and Belgium. S8ome were | [
manufactured — such as the | fc
clear Duraglass models from
Owens-Tlinods Co. in California — M
but most were hmd-hlawuﬁ
easler if t.‘r?:ﬁnal hae &

apanese wers ofte R
“‘hﬁ.'f',“‘"' floats with a certain 55~ ™
il i m mﬂm'hlw m !
letters and numbers. Russis used |
a hammer and sickle: Chinaa
gtar. England simply
“British Made” in the seal,

If you solve that riddle, then
try figuring out how long the float has roamed  quickly decreasing
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A Beachcomber’s Tate

Glass floats now more
elusive than ever

+ e

way — his last came

rea ' be admirs ; LWo years ago — so why
el 4L e oLkt "
Emln . . ar . = T e
g;};hﬂmher' gajd. “Some- TR MAEI% hﬂ.‘t ri_uhengl:;nﬁnuld
6 I'd get 1 find several in w. is infan al-g gon,
one day, _;ﬁi%!m the tide, Bt Puna, to the beach someday . watch
few these last years,” his eyes wide as & big one
g’{at saddens Ramsey, who has floats up, its net coverad bar-

been strolling Ha '8 beaches nacles and seaweed, s
ﬂnﬁﬁiﬂﬁ. He moved to Waimanalo These days, th » It would

uickly turn into a treasure hunt. "I used to love taking my grand-
alm floats dotted the Windward kids to the beach,” %ﬂd.
shore l.iﬁ%:;ﬁrmmw_. There was "They'd : ‘1 see 1:“:;:]11"
3 racing t a
o R e byl
“Not d va g
i : o gal] . Na, g them and
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A Collector’s Tale

Curio store
owner falls

L e T ———

EAHUKU — In his 15 years of scouring Hawail’s
hmmwmmmmmwngglm

Tﬂhﬂmﬂmﬁmh@bﬂ#mmahmdrﬂmdia
filled with the rarest, most colorful treasures that
beacheombers are lucky to find in a lifetime,

“T buy because I know you can't find them any-
more,” Wroblewski said at his North Shore curia
gtore, The Only Show In Town. "It gets {0 bean ob-
sesslon."”

Wroblewski has been buying floats since the early
1870s, when his store was on Kaual. There was a
box full of colored ones in an estate he bought, so he
put them out for sale,

They were gone in a day.

“What in the world's ,gnmgm hera?" Wroblewski
thought. 'Iﬂdmm%Mm:m.mdMl
wa.a:,ﬁeiling B cefits aplece.”

He became fascinated with their story and started
tracking down the more unusual ones: a green

ﬁm"lﬁmmulmgmﬁﬁmchumﬂmam
ﬂ'nm A double ball, called a “binary” by col-

He’n even got a World War H—a;:d:pmm
— a ball in a net, ita
ot AP SR, S Vb v b o

Theii thers's the one, ite color o deep it
looks black. "The he said, shaking his head. “You
are not likely to ever find one at all It cost me an arm and
a leg, but I had to have it."

He doasn't know how much he's spent on floats over the
years, but hig collection ia priceless. “It's a hobby,” he said.
"The money dﬂ!ﬂnﬂ"lmﬂ.ﬂ]‘ anymore. It's the exuberance

ng a new float.”
mlamenmuﬂuuthaeyearnguaﬂeer
cane Iniki ra Kaual; here he's i'uunr]mnremmpeﬂ-
tmmmhuwﬂmhﬂﬂlni"avmgﬂ floats, as he
calls them — bl beauties for sale, some with the
company’s trademark still etched in their crude seal.

Maurice Kaya, thind-generation owner of Kaya
Chinatown, weaves nets for people wha bring In th
fioats. ﬁnbﬂlmﬂm!larhumnmlmupadmmﬂmhhhm

"-"--1:

sl

-i"r- "‘-—"1-. it

Supply in
glass fishing

He's well-known for hmrhlelfmm'aﬂuﬂetﬂmw,wheputa
the ordinary ones out to gell. “T keep them arcund {(o sell
becausea it's a plece of history, and people have to be edu-
cated to it," he said.

The collector smiles ag a tourist picks through the
bunch, and aahing at the frosted outline of a net
lon gunebla.atedmmﬂle by the sand,

le are mesmerized them," he sald, as the cus-

tomer over §8 for her souvenir. *This will probably
make her trip.
“Another collector s born.”

— Erlc Gregory




