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Mission statement Targets 2021-2025

The migssion of the IUCH S5C Marine Turtle
Specialist Group is to develop and suppaort
strategies, e prioritias and provide tools
that promote and guide the conservation
af pading turtles and thefr ecologlcal roles
and habitajs,

Projected impact 2021-2025

During the 2021-2025 qguadrennium, the
Maring Turthe Spacialist Group (MTSG)

will dissaminate essential knowledge about
the status of sea twrtles globally thraugh
reports and networking that will infarm
sciantific publications, managemant sirat-
epies and action plans, The group will also
update Regional Managerment Units (RMUSs)
and conservation priorities for sea turtlas,
which guide IUCN Red Listing as well as
conserdation and managament strate-
gpes at local, national and international
levels. The MTSG'S work ower the quadren-
i will provide Sea turtle researchers and
consersatendats with the most up-to-date
and essential Information to take the most
effective action W protect sea turtles and
tieir habitats at regional or kocal levels,
thenghy benefiting the status of ses turtles
afl ovar the world.

ASSESS

T-001 Complete global and subpopulation
Red List assessments of the Olive Ridiey
{Lepldachelys oiivacea), Green {Chelania
mydas), Hawksbill (Eretmochedys Imbricats)
and Flatback [Natator depressus) turtles.
Status: On track

T-002 Produce 10 Regional Reports (at
least partlally cormpleted) covering over
B0% of countries where Sea turthes oocur.
Status: On track

T-003 Plan, fundralse, conduct pre-sork-
shop analyses and implement the 7° MTSG
‘Bumning lasues’ Workshog (BI-T) facussd
on valideting RMUs, re-assessing vilnera-
bility of &ll taxa and crealing o frarmework
for “lrmpartant Marine Turtle Argas’,

Status: Achisved

T-004 Publish three Regional Reports
thraugh ILCN,

Stamis: Nol initiated

T-005 Update Renew Regional
Managament Units (subpoputations),
Status: On track

COMMUNICATE

T-008 Comrmunicate results of the
Conservation Priorities Portfollo.
Status; Mot Initiatad

SOCIAL MEDLE AKD WERSITE
‘Website: seaturtie,ong;
EEps: £, UG TS ELOTE

Activities and results 2022

ASSESS
Ried List

T-001 Complete global and subpopulation
Red List assessments of the Ofive Ridley
(L. olivacea), Green (C. mydas), Hawisbill
(E. imbricata) and Flatback (N. depressus)
turthes. (KSR B)

Murnber of global Red Lt regssessments
completad: O

Resuit description: im 2022, we were final-
izing the Red List assessment for the Morth
Atlantic Grean Turtle and the global assess-
mant, as wall &5 drafts, for Flatback Turt|e
subpopulations and glabal are an Their wiy,

T-005 Update and renew Raglonal
Managemaent Units (subpopulations).
(KSR &)

Mumier of technicel documents provided to
suppart RL assaasments/reassessments:
O

Regult descriplion: The new Regional
Management Units [RMUS) will be used
Tor future sub-population Red List assess-
ments, Because tha RMLUs were craatad
uging thi most up-to-date data possible,
1hey will facilitate more accurate RLAS.

Research activities

T-002 Produce 10 Reglonal Reports (at
least partially completed) covering over 80%
of countries where sea turtles occur, (KSR 5)



A Leatherback Torthes [Danmciiales qoriscan]
Fatchiing fviches on Matura Baach, Triridad
Prioio: Ashizigh Bandimern

Mumber of publications produced in Intermal
jolimals of 55C groups: 8

Resuit description: In 2017 the IUCN-55C
Marine Turtle Specialist Group taunshed

a raglonal reparting initiative that aims to
hamess the collective power of our global
axpart mambers to cormpile and summarise
the miost relevant data for conservation of
sea turthes in2ach af the 10 MTSGE regions
and their respective marine turtle Regional
Managament Units (RMUS), Through this
initiative, the MTS46 aims to publish annual
Ragional Regorts thet summarize all known
publishad data and pertinent unpublished
data (at the suthors” discretion) for each
country and region inwhich sea turtles
pocur. Qur hope ks that the infosmation
inthese Regional Reports will become a
vEluable reference for conservationists
worldwide, and will moneover facilitate

the production of fulure Red List assess-
ments, a process that heratofore has

e painslaking. In short, the Regional
Reports are intended to. 1) help the MTSG
Tulfil its role &5 the global autharity on sea
turtles, and 2) spread the labour of Red List
aszaesaments o a broader force of MTSG
mermbers, In 2022 we completed nine draft
reports that cover B83% of the countries
wiherns sea turtles ocaur, Four of these
reparts are consldered complete and ane in
tne publication process through the ILCH.

Ol Hidley Torties [Leaiochebs ol
nestng during an arfhada on

Flava Esooidla, Wealoa

Photo: A=leigh Bandimers

L=
Post-naating deaan Turtle
(Ehekonia eypdas) in Coloia, Masico
i Phioto: Ashleigh Barckimesn
- & a - e
=,
T-008 Update and renew Reglonal
Management Units (subpopulations).

(HER B)

Mumber of research projects completed or
supporied by S5C mermbers per taxonamag
group and reghon: O

Result descripiion: The core organisers

af thls project canducted an extensive
literature review of 8ll the published sea
turtle geaspatial data, mapped all the
spatial Information, and created a brand- e
new collaborative mapping system that
allowad MT5G members 1o make edils 1o
the newly drawn boundaries of the Regional
Managarent Units, There were multiple
rounds of review with the group and all

the ediis were synthesised to wpdats all
Regional Management Units (RMUS). The
resudts are being pubdished by Endangarad
Speties Ressanch and are under reviaw
ey,

A Lesviherioack Turtle {Dermocisds concea)
finishes nesting at ona of e Mol iMperiant resting
beaches in Trmddad

Phita: Ashleigh Bandimers

Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2031-2025: &
Geographic regions: & Global
Actions during 20232:
hggess: 4 (KSR E, 6)

Owerall achiavement 2021-2028;
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Cover photo: A Billy (Macrotls lagotis] at the entrance to its burrow - Trée 1o live a Bife without the
constant threat of predation from feral cats and foxes, The Bilby has disappeared
fram over 80 percent of its former range, prirmasily due to predation by introduced
feral cats and foxes. Bilbies were returned to Malles Chffs National Park in 2013
by Australian Wildlife Consarvancy and the Mew South Walss Government in an
effor 1o conserne the species and rebulld the population. Malliee Cliffs Mational
Park supports the largest feral pradator-free area on malnland Ausiralia and will
become hamiz to at least 10 reglonally extinct specles, This is the first ime Bilbies
hive been present in this part of the cowntry In mone than a cenlury,

. Photo: Brad Laue

Inset phatos: Endangered Yollow-balbed Treefrogs (Drpsphtes Ravivenins) in amplenes.,
Phato: Amael Borzes (page 4).

Mepal Bright Burrowing Spider (Haplocosmia nepalenals) in its natural habitat, Nepal,
Photo: Kiran Thapa Magas (page 4),

Endangered Knysna Seaborse [Hippocampus capensks). Photo: Louw Claassens
{page 4).

Favoparmelia baltimorensis is a lichen found across the Americas, abundan and
widespread in easterm North Amerca, Photor lason Hollinger (page 5).
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