CHAPTER 47
Kaula Island®

Kaula is a small, iselated fshet. lying about 20 wen miles or 23 lasnd
miles to the west-southwest of the soithern end of Niilsau, and 150 seq
miles west and a little north of Honolubu, s position is about 20° 300
North, 160° 31 30~ West, Estimates of jix height Bave Doen getting
progressively smaller, until now they range between 500 and 600 feet,
with the 1.5, Coast and Geodetic Survey map of 1934 giving it as 550
feet. The elevation of the light is 562 fect. Estimates of its area likewize
vary from 108 to 136 acres. Submarine soundings show that the islet
lies near the southeastersn edge of & submarine platform having an area
of at feast 30 square miles with depths of from 6 to 50 fathons,

Kaula is crescent-shaped, two thirds of its ridge having a fairly Tevel
crest, but the south end sloping down gradually. The concave side of the
crescent is toward the east, from which side, at a distance, the islund Jooks
like a sleeping seal with its head to the north. The lower slopes have
been cut back into a sen cliff which makes the slopes almiost insible
to climb, even after one hag succeeded in landing on the wave-eut terrace,
which cannot be done unless the sea js moderately calm. The Lighthosse
Service has had to blast and build a trail to the summit from the convesx
(west) side, and at times it i3 necessary to land by means of 3 hoist,

Eaula has been known for a lobg time o the Hawatians, its name
appearing frequently in the old meles, especially those of Kauai, The
mythical origin of the island s recounted in a mele composed by Kaha-
kuikamoana, translated by Judge Abraham Forrander in his collection of
falklaore ( Bishop Museum Mennirs, I_H_'_] L _]_EH s follows --

“Wanaliz was the man

And Hanalya was the WAITIET

Of them was born Nijhau, o land, an island,
There were theee children of them

Born the same day,

Niihau, Kaula, endisg with Nihoa.

The mother then conceived no e,

No other island appeared thereafter,”
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There also is another version of how ¥aula came to be “born” It
runs as follows: After giving birth to Hawaii and Maui, Papa (the
earth-mother} left her hushand Wakea (the sky-father) and went Dack
to Tahiti, After a shor time wifcless, Wakea took to himsell Kaulawa-
Bine, who as a resule gave hirth to Lanai. Tiring of her, he sought the

=plr

-

162



- - e R e B A Al il i L R e i

company of Hina, who a linnle later guve birth to dolokai, Memwlole
Laukaula, the plover, told Paga of her lushaml’s fmithlessmness, Belurn-
g quickly to Hawenii, and lenrning what be Tad been doing, Papie de-
serted Waken inoa fuey, s tock Loz for o boshand, They Bud o chilid,
Oahm, known as Oahssa-lea, Finally Pape went back o Wakea, sl by
i gave birth o Kamavacluatanimobm (the “chill of heavenly guali-
tieg"—Ianai.} To awcount for Nithan, Kanla, and Lehoa. the mcle
{ Fornander, IV :1; pages 14, 18; V1: page 30y runs;

“Papa then went hock to live with Wakea,

Sipa wis restless with child sickness,

Papa coticeived the istand” of Rawai

And gave birth o Kamawaelwalamimok,

Nithau was only the after-hirth,

Lehna sepamted them,

And Kaoln was the closing o™

In okl Hawaiian fore, reference 1o the dslam] of kaula sometimes
significd a place e away, on the very edge of the gronp of aslouds, as
in the legend of Paka’n, When Kacwenmaumi said to Paks'a spirit, 71
am coening to sedch for you,” the spimit of Paka’n answered, "1 an
living on Kaula,” or in other words, at the “back of beyond.”

The islet must ot times hove been visited to oltain scn hieds, for
there are references sueh as the following, from the legend of Kawelo,
That famous warrior chanted s his wife, Kanewalinokizoha ;

Aol che mets of Miihan thosr sl weir, f!
And the birds of Katl thos shalt ca .2

There are a few legendary aecownts of Hawatiang who visiied the
igland, but no evidence of extensive hunmn babitation 2 known,  The
lighthouse men, when they fimally soecetded in reaching the summmt,
in July, 1925, found on the northern part of the crest the remains of
two stgie sirigtures, which might have been ]“Eiﬂs (temples), Om the
concave [east] side, just below the swnmmt, they also foumd o shelier
cave acrosd - the mouth of which was o low wall, swepestng that b boo,
had heen used by visiting Maowaiians,

When Hanalel thou shalt possess,

The cstablishment of a light on the muecessible summit of Kaula
forms one of the most mterestiong amd imporiot events m the hissory
of that seldom-vigited istet. The need for o light there had been el
for sévieral veirs, becanse the fsiand lies close to the direct route of
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vogzels Downd for the Orients In 1221 Superintendent &, E, Acdedpe
visited the island on the bghthouse tender Kwkad, but was gnable to
find a landing place, although the sea was moderstely ealm, He gave
copies of the pietures which he took at that time ta the German genlogist,
Trmmanue] Friedienmder, who published a paper on the geology and topo-
graphy of the island oo Gerwan scentific journal, Frivdlaender inter-
preted the photographs as showing that Kavla covsists of ash or poff
gjected at two different times. and that it forms about a quarter of the
circular rim of a crater, the rest of which has disappeared,

On July 1, 1923, the L.5.5. Tenager, returning from a scientife cruise
to the northwest Hawaiian islands, ciecled the island, and a ship’s boat
rowed along the loe side and into the sen cave at the northeast end. At
that time the writer reached his nearest approach to the island by touch-
ing tie wall of the cave with a boat hook. No official landing was made,
although two or three of the more daring members of the party succeoded
in getting ashore on a rocky ledge, from which they could enly work their
way a4 few yards up the cfiff face. A few photographs and long-range
vliservations were sigde erm the ship.

Lighthouse superintendent Ralph R. Tinkham also visited the island
in 1823, withvut being able to moke a landing. George Gay, manager of
the Niihau Ranch, i credited as being the first white man to have landed
on the island, having swum ashore several vears previous. Fle was unable
forget off again throvgh the breakers, and bad fo cemain on the islet over
night, sntil rescued by a Hawailan crew in an outriggee canoe next day,

In arder to learn more about the island, an airplane photagraph was
urgently desired, In November, 1923, Brigadier General William Mitchell
was in Hawail inspecting army air corps. He volunteered to get pictures
of Kaula. That was Lefore the days of inter-island flights, so the plane
Bad 1o e Joaded onto the lighthowse tesder Kwkwi and transported to
Kabop, where it had to be taken apart in order 1o get it ashore in small
boats, Meanwhile Commander John Rodgers, in eommnamd of the local
naval air service, learned about General Mitchell's plans. That same spirit
of rivilry which merks the Army-Nayvy game mude its appenrmmee. Why
should the Navy let the Anny ran off with the honor of being the firse
to Ay & plane over and photograph Keula? So iwo navy fying boats were
loaded on the Pelican and another minesweeper, and they set off for
Kawai. There one of the two planes was safely launched ; and while the
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army plane was being made veady at a small feld nenr Evic Knodsen's
beach houze, on the morning of November 8 Liegtenat F. Chouwrre
piloted the navy plane over Knula so that photograpgher B, L. Houser was
able to take the first picture of the islet from the mir. Later a nwmher of
photographs were made by the 11th Photo Section, 1. 5. Army, from
which Mr, Tinkham was able to construct maps and plans for the devel-
opment of the light project,

In 1925 a party under the direction of lighthouse superintendent Fred
A. Edgecomb, succeeded in making o landing on July 10, and worked
until the 21st building a trail and ladder to the summit: On August 21,
1931, lighthouse engineer Neil W, Wetherhy, while making a reconnais-
sance, wis washed off the cliff from a spot 30 feet above sea fevel, An
old Haweaiian in the party maintained that this had happened because he
Brad not first rowed into the sea cave to pay his respects to the sherk god
which dwelt there and ruled the islet. In spite of this emission he wasn'|
serousty burt, and reluened on Aopgust 2, 1932, with a cirpenter, imechanic
and six laborers, to complete the installation of the derrick, shelter howses
and light. The Jight finally was put in commission on August 18, 1932

Druring this period, August 16 to 19, Dr. Harold 5, Palmer, professor
of geology ag the University of Hawaii, and 1, 1. Cawm, botanist with
the Huwaiian Sugar Plinters” Experiment Station were guests of e
Lighthouse Service on the island, and made a study of the geology, plants,
and bird life. In a Bishop Museum publication {Bulletin 35, 1927) Dr.
Palmer describes the geologic formation of the island. He outlnes its
geologic history as follows: First, volemic eruption built up to ahout sen
lewel the platforne wpon which the islet now stands. Then this was erocded
awiay, and corals grew upon the summit of this planed-off mountain peak.
After that there was a second period of volcanic activity and 2t cone
was formed with its highest side toward the west, This tuff crater-rim
next was eroded by wind, waves, and running water Trom rainfall, the
waves cufting a submarine terrace almost around the island, The leved
of the sen then dropped about fifteen feet below the wave-cut tersace.
And finally the present eyele of erosion ook place. It is the wove-cut sea
oliff which turns the stream-cut gulches into honging valleys, and makes
the faces of Kaula so difficult to climb.

Mr. Caum, in Bishop Museym Oceasional Papers, vol, XI, No, 21,
1936, discuzses the vegetation and the bird life. Fifteen species of plants
were found growing on Kaula, This August visit having followed a very
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dry sumnier, great areas of the shopes appeared entirely barren, which
following & rainy period might have supported grass and sedge. A grass
[ Penican Tenalense), cictus (Chpeitia megacasitha), mevosces (Chenos
podinm sandeichenn ), an amaranth weed { Avearaintiing viridus)y, a new
species of purslane ( Portlocs cawmdi, the commen purslanes { Porti-
face Detea and olerpcen ), pancture vine { Tritulies elstoides), and a spurge
[ Enpliorbia eelasisides) were the most abundan specics of plants.

The noddy tern {dnows stolidis) was the most abundant species ol
hird. Other hirds were the white tern, the Necker Island tern { called
the small gray tern throughout the centrgl Dacifie), the sooty tern, the
grav-lacked tern, Bulwer's petrel, wedpe-tailed  shearwater, red-tailed
trapic hird, the Iwe-faced, red-footed and common Tioohies, frigrate hirds,
il the golden plover,

Mr, Cawm also collected specimens of fifteen species of insects: two
kitds of ants, two of wasps, four species of fics, fwo of lady beetles, a
math, a lealbopper, a theip, an embiid, and some peendoseorpions.

The lighthouse personiel also have captured specimng of a rar
A muuse, and report dry-wood termites in lumber on the jskand.

The light atop Kaula is the second highest under Jurisdiction of the
United States Lighthouse Service, being 562 fect ahove sea level. It is
exeeeded in height only by the Lehua light, 707 feet, off the notthern
eid of Nithan. Lights at such elevations are only possble in regions,
such a5 Hawaii, where there are no fops. The Kaul light consists of
o double 375 o, acetylene beacon Luttern, a type developed in Hawaii
by M. DPeter, Lighthuuse Service mechanie. Fach of the two lanterns
s a 480 candle power light, visible at least 12 miles. The hedght is
stich that under exeeptional conditions of clearness, it may be seen at
A dhistance of 27 miles at sea level. The upper light is automatically
turned on when the sun stops shining on it. Should it Baen out, the lower
light would automatically turn on, The Hghts are supplied with pas from
storage tanks lower down on the west side, where 2 hoist an it the
heavy tanks from the shore, Two independent pipes, each 1500 feot fetnge,
supply the pas to the lights, Each of the two tanks holds enough pus to
keep the light burning for fifteen months, The Jight could keep burening
tor two and a half years withont refucling, if necessary,
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