CHAPTER 49

Necker Island”’

NECKER [3LAND

from Tariager Expaditian Sureg
S U3 arad 1 1RS,

Bherk Bag Erek Y] ackeg.

Posiien, Arceastias Tealrs

Lot B3 350N, Lowe A" AT 0

Mecker Telpnd s o precipitous, parrow vidge of voleamie rock; alioar
1300 yards Jodg, east and west, by oo testh as owade, 18 i estuneted 1o
hove an aren of 41 acres. From ihe western ead o mirrow sgur extends
about 200 yards porthwerd, like the bovne pont onoa Howatiae trolling
hook. The main crest undalates in o series of fve hille, The westermmost
of these, called Annexation Hill, iz 246 feet high; the nexe, Flagpole 3Hill,
TEE feef! the mnddle one, Swmout Hill, 280 feet: the next, Bowl Fl,
200 Teet : and exst of that o narrow ridee, alightly over 200 feet high. The
spur, the higheat point of which is 156 feet above scp lovel, forims with
the main gtretch of the isdand a shallow, rocky cove called Shark Bay.
During the greater part of the time the water in Has bay 12 fon rough
to provide a landing, as 3t faces both wind amd curvent. West of the gpur,
however, 1z o small lee where landing can be made on rocky shelves m
motderately calm weather. :

Thiz rocky islet; particularly its neacly veriienl sides, appears from
a distance to be bare of vepelation. Closer examination diseloses that its
poumnded crest and narrow terraces on its flanles ore sparsely carpeted
with five species of low, nearly prostrate plants: a species of gomseioot
shrub {Chenopodison sandweicheim ), which also is common on forehills
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tropgbond the main lawatian islands s is knows to the Hawaiians
w6 aweoweo, 18 commenest oi teeraecd slopes; @ bunch grass (Moarfesan
toertdiont, called on e main fskuud kakonakona, s frmd on the worth-
slape, Tl very dry muech of the thne: parstue [ Partielioca Dedea ), the
o il weed, is common oo the Tlalb tops; a pateh of pickle weed
[ Sesopinm porisfacecdenu) grows on e fower porthenstern slope of
Aornesation TOL, where i1 cam b peelusd !}_'.' Lk =iy from waves dash-
i into Shark Bay o and a few plants of the much-branching ohai sheab
{ Seabinia tonrenloee ) sprawh, vineslike, along the windswept crest, Mo
of 1 plants renches @ beight of more than twa fecr ahove the thin, rucky
soil, There is mo sipn of hall o dozen other species of plants which were
carefully set out by the late Tervitorial Fovester, Charles 5. Juckd in Jusc,
1923, Apparently they conld net stand the unfavorable conditions,

[, Marall 5. Pabmer, in 1923, estimated that the rainfall might e
20 to 25 inches noyear. Two small seeps of water, strongly minted witls
guzmn, together might furnish ten gallons of water a ilay.

The only inhabitauts, larger than cockeoaches and a native species
ol T henecgoms wievil, related to the species o Wihoa, are hirds. There
pre lordes af Uiem, all sea lindss AL certain Hwws of 1B year their vgs
cover every bit of level ground so thickly that it is eliffivult to walk with-
out stepping on them, The birds rise in clouds at ones approach. Some
species ery all day, and phers moan and bowl all vight. The five days
we spent on the fsland in June, 1923, seemed long ensugh to devote to
sueh an inhospitable place.

Al vet (o the stedent of native eulture Necker Tsiand s pevbaps the
mest ftgresting spot in ke Hawaiian islands, By its very isolation and
Tk of hospitality it has preserved evidence of the culture of what is
believed by Kenncth P, Ewory, ethnologise at B, P, Dishop Museum,
tu have Lesn archaie Hawaiians. On the main islands of the group this
ancient enlture hus heen overluin by the changes brought about by the
meoming Arii asd their priests whe aerived dening the twelith’ and
thirteenth centuries from the Society lslands. Omnly frapments remain on
the wain istands of the ditches, fshvponds, and other stone siewemires,
ancribed to the early Menchunes, who were the real, archaic inhabitants,
ot a fairy foll, But on Necker were some thirty-four temple platforms,
which svem to fnd their nearest connterpart in the marne of southenstern
Polynesia, Here also were found the famous stone images, heantifully
carved stone howls, adees, sinkers, o priodstomse, amd boman bomes, all
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mute evidence of ot least semi-perminent residence by a Polynesian
people. Those who are interested in this subject will find Emory's = Ar-
chueology of Nihoa and Necker Isbunds™ a well written cuvincing, sl
enterkaining aeeounl.

Necker Islind appears o have been unkonown too the Hawatius
il e e of its discovery Ty La Terouwse on November 4, 1780, This
s French navigator sailed within o ihivd of a league of the islaml
un his passage westward, neting the perpendicolar oliffs, white with
the droppings of birds, the alsence of trevs, and the violence of the e
which amvde i impossible to Taml, e oenlled it e Neeber, in hunor of
Monsieur Jacques Necker, French Minister of Finuice under Lovis XV,

Jubn Turnbull who visived the Hawaiian islands, December 17, 1802
L4 ]EI:I!ILI.:IF}' 21, 1803, in the Britizh ahig Mergord!, mentiond in his accont
of the vovage that he had twe Hawsiians, who bad leon enigrnsd o
dive for pearls on & reef in the leeward Hawaiian ishuds, had fanded
o Necker, and had their curiosity arvused by a “range of stones, (laced
with some regularity in the mamer of a wall, amd about three feet high,”
Apparently they were the Grst persons to set foon on Necker Bk i
e tinws,

Lieutenant J. M. Brooke visited Necker during Janvary, 1859, and
determined its position. During the summoer of 18539, Captain N, C.
Brooks, of the Hawaiian bark Gemdia, on o sealing and exploningr voyage,
passed the island, but makes ne mention of landing, alilough he sares
that "a ravine mnkes down [rem the southerst eud of the rock, where
al some seasms there is water, A boat may land in gond water @t il
fong of this gulch.”

In 1894, Captain [, A. Kisg wis conunissioned by Sanford 13, Dole
eid authorized w aonex Necker Tsland in the name of the Provisiomal
Liovernment of Hawaii, On board the Flawaiion steanter Twalani, Captain
Willinm K. Freeman, the expedition aerived off Shark Bay on Sumlay
mornang, Moy 27, 1894, ar 11 s, amd lesded immediately, The luwding
party codsisted ol Capiain R, Captain Froeemun, Benjamin 11, Mor-
tens, sinl wmine suilors. Adlagpele was erected on Annesaion HillL (e
Hawaiion flag heisted, and Captain King read the aunexaion provlzma-
timt, In the tourse of their explortiong of the idaml the party found
some stone inuyres and noted the stone platforms with their rows of -
right stones. Feagments of sx images wore collecied during the four
hours spent on the ixlamd. Copics of seven photographs, mken an (e
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time by 13, H, Narton, engineer of the Tooloord, are now preserved in
Bisteop Musewm., ;

O Septemnber 24, 1804, H.B.M.S. Chanpian, Captain Rooke, landed
a party on Necker [sland. They collected four more images, two of
which are now in the British Museum, London,

Ol July 12, 1893, Captain King headed another expedition to Necler,
prr the Kevenwe Culter Lefee, b map Uie island amel see o adsditicoal
images conld be found.. Dr. William T. Brigham, first director of Bishop
Musenm, went to make scientific observations, but discovered no mddi-
ttomal fmages. The survey and map were made hy F. 5. Dodge, of the
Hawaiian Covermment Sorvey, Professor W. D, Alexander was also
a member of the party.

Several other lamdings were made during the following guarter cen-
tiary, inchudhing two o by Creodpe B, Wilcox, two by oflicers of the 1. 5.
Revenne Cutter Thetis (1910 and 1913}, H. L. Tucker and excursion
party in 17 and the late Gerrit P. Wildet, warden of the Hawaiian
Ptands Dird Reservation, on the lighthouse tender Kwkei, October 6,
1919, Al Wilder found the feg of an image,

The Tanager Fxpedidion put two parties ashore Irdween June 12 amd
29, 1923, At this e a plane-table mnp was mace by Chardes 50 Jucld
and T, H. % Palmer, and a carcful study was made of the plant and
animal life ly other members of the party. The Taneger marde another
visit to Necker. July 14 to 17, 1924, with a party which made a thorough
archacological survey,

Officially Mecker Island is part of the City amnd County of Honolulu,
it having heen one of the islands acquited by the United States fron the
Repulilic of Hawaii. July 7. 1898, On June 2. 1904, it was leased for
fishing: purposes for 21 vears. February 3. 1909, it became o part of the
Hawaiian Tdamdz Bird Eeservation, and as such it is administersd jointly
Ly the L5, Department of Agricilture and the Tereitory of Hawsii
s posidon is North 237 347 417 1647 427 22" West; 393 miles north-
wost af Heonolualn,
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