SIGHTING IHF-DFIMAﬂL'IH TURTLE AND SEAL

Animal sighted (circle): m_'[grua ! Seal
MNumber of ummnh Type, Hknown: - ¢ i
Date; 'L.- 20 FH Observer:_ ™A BEN L CiA /s VA LLS

= Address & phone 45 plor oiAl ST
Time: 7 F‘-I.n. {optional): 110 £1q267
Location; i Eedcn-g MAMEA |
mmmminm} nhme.l:mi{rnme )
while skin or SCUBA diving (on surtace or at feet deep).
Estimated size (length):___'
m {such as color pattern r patterns; tum

pplr lags are pmm‘?i, cnulur arl.'.t number of the tag{:}:
of; and weather)

i ...I. II 1} .I
Seals and sea turiles are protected under Federal and State law,
DO NOT DISTURB.

PS. THiS NEVER MADE 1T To THE MAILBex <oRRY . |
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July 17, 1990

George W. Boeclert, Ph.D., Director

Hational Marine Fisheries Service

Department of Commerce

Naticnal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
2570 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822

Dear Dr. Boeclert:
SUBJECT: H IAN T11 8 =2

The Maui County Council’s Committee of the Wwhole has
scheduled a meeting to discuss a communication from
Councilmember Wayne K. Nishiki, concerning the protection of
the Hawaiian sea turtle. Attached heretg i= a copy of County
Communication No. %0-29% for vour information and review,

I would 1like to invite vyou or Your representative to
attend the Committee of the Whole’s meeting on July 26, 1990
at 3:15 p.m. in the Council Chamber located on the eighth
floor of the County Building to share your comments on thie
matter,

Please contact me or my Committee staff, Dianne, Roy, or
Jo=Ann, by July 24, 1%%0, at 243-7838 to confirm your
attendance at the meeting. Should you have any gquestions ar
concerns, please contact me or my staff -at the Maui County
Council Office,

Very truly yours,

gm}»@«t—-

RO HOKAMA
I Council Chair

Attachment

2A:COM21ds
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

MNational Dceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southwest Fisheries Center Honolulu Labaratary

2570 Dole S5t. « Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396

July 20, 1990 F/SWC2 :GWE

Mr. Goro Hokama

County Council

County of Maui

200 S. High Street
Wailuku, Maui, HI 926793

Dear Mr. Hokama:

Thank you for the copy of the letter from Councilman Nishiki. He
is correct that the National Marine Fisheries Service is closely
involved with marine turtle issues and the recovery team process,

I regret to inform you that I will be unable to attend or to send
a representative to your meeting on 26 July. In lieu of attending,

I am sending along two pertinent sources of information. The first
is the March 1990 draft of the Hawaiian Sea Turtle Recovery Plan.
This plan is nearing completion and hopefully will be finalized
soon. It contains a great deal of information on marine turtles.
The second document is a species profile on the green turtle. I
am certain that you will find both documents to be useful.

If you have any gquestions or require additional information, feel
frea to call.

Sincerely yours,

= it

George W. Boehlert
Director, Honolulu Laboratory

Enclosures "
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March 29, 1992
Eailua-Kona

The dive that 'Turtle Land' was discovered on took place in
August 1987 around 10:00 AM. The day was sunny and the ocean calm.
The sité was an area of coastline approximately one-half to one
mile east of Hookipa Park on the north side of Maui (see map).
Myself and two other divers swam on the surface out from the
shoreline and submerged when we saw the side of the lava formation
closest to the coast. The top part of the formation at this point
was about 20-25 feet from the surface with the sand and boulder
bottom around 35-40 feet deep. The formation extendsd
approximately 75 yards seaward and was approzimately 50 yards wide.
At the seaward end the depth from the top of the formation was
about 55-60 feet from the surface with the s=and and boulder bottom
around 85-90 feet deap. The formation had numerous fractures,
shelf areas and a small cave on the end closest to the coast.

I estimated 200 turtles of all sizes (shells from 1 foot to 3
fest plus in length) interspersed over the area of the lava
formation. BSome were swimming, some sitting in various places on
toep of the structure, some under ledges as well as in the larger
cracks and fractures. I also observed perhaps a dozen or more
individuals with evidence of GTFP, most of these were larger
animals (shells from 2 feet in length or bigger), the tumors being
located mostly on the neck, on top of the head or on facial areas
of the turtles.

The turtles seemed to take little notice of us and either
stayed in their habitat resting or slowly swam away if we
approached closely. Most animals were solitary with only
infrequent groups of two or three animals next to @each other under
ledges or out in the open. HNo observations of courtship, mating,
aggressive or feeding behavior were noted.

Mark Aeder

73-4173 Oluolu P1.
Kailua-Kona, HI. 96740
{ BOB) 325-7675
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'Effluent. runoff
linked to algae

I An EPA study puts suspicion
on injection wells and fields

i, 9/26/95 A

scwage dipoct el 42 Bearly Sgremin

————

[FrROM PAGE ONE

STUDY: Effluent,
field runoff linked
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Turtle seeking nesting
site run over in Kihei

By LIZ JANES
Staff Writer

KIHEI — A large turtle, which

may be a hi endangered species,
wmmuhﬂgh]hj;avahnlnmﬂmm

Kihei Road Friday night as it looked
for a place to lay its eggs.
The sight of the turtle led w a

made in its search for a nesting site
and sent them to marine biologists on

George Balazs, a biologist with
the National Marine Fisheries Ser-
mmm&mmm

of 1991. The other reason is thn
number of eggs.

He is wa.mng to examine
tographs before deﬁ:
dﬂtﬁnumuunufzhenumﬂ'smmﬂ

1y.
The eggs, Balazs said, have been

'Ih:humhlmgs would be the best
evidence of all as wo the identity of
the turtle, Balazs said.
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Hr. Arlan Haocke: o
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Dear Hr. Hencordon:

Enclosed foC youl Llomaation 48 4 cogy of oo report covering the cesults
Gl tie WOork un greed Sed LUCCles we maducted neac your Raaulul Lecdllcy
Gubiag L965. When Cunding oecomes avallicie, w2 Lope o awlkeltake
additional scudies ac Culs leportant and Lncecesting site.

Thank you Yery oo Lof the escellent help and CoOjeration that your scafi
PEOVLGE CO meke chis wock (Ossible.

Gincaraiy,

Geacge H. Salass
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Swam Bit Too

AL
Close To Shore

Earl Eckel and Frank Chip-
man caught a 250 to 300 pount”
urtle late Surday afternoon, in
the waters off Spreckelsviile,

According 1o Mr, Eckel, he
spatied the turtle swimming close
16 shore, weded cut and grabbed
ihe Eack of its =hell, spun it
arcund and guwed 1 to shore.
where Mr, Chipman helped him
o remove it from the water.

When asked what they planned
Mr. Eckel
to eat i!"

| replied, “"\We're guing

‘Elderly Visitor
Still Confined;
Condition ‘Good’

The condition of Mrs. Leah
Fuggo, mjured in_an aulo-pedes-
ent un Friday, was re-

trian aceud
puated as Cgood” on Munday, al
though the elderly
Caldorma 1 sull hospitalized.

Mrs, Foggo, a re<ident o
ach, rustained hrumes on bw

skl N
= June 16 407 am.,
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Henry F. Rice
Oahut branch

wied to Kailua
manarer of the
waii. avcording 1o an gpnounce:
ment made by the @anks pres
ident, C. I, Terry.

Alr. Rice, who 1S
e ~rd Tre. HF
e
head oliive
yamee in January. 1059,

the son of
Os=kicy Rice
Rl eGPyt ke dig o sea e ke
a5 a management
He

ta thy 'ailua branch, whers
he wus assigned as assistant
manaLer.

Belore jeining the Bank of
flawail. he had hcen gifiliated
with Meclokai Ranch, Lid. trom
1L60 ‘o 14964, d
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Subscriber From
California Likes
The Maui News

“The Maui News is a means of
keeping abreast of what i5 Buing
on politically, eprially and “com-
mercilly,” wrote Mrs, Henry
i M. Wilson, of Hayward, Califor-
" pia, upon renewing her cubscrip-
thom.

In @ letter dated May 27, Mrs.
Wilson said in part:

“During my twg visits to Maui
during the past &ear 1 was im-
pressed by the friendliness of the

people as well as the beauly ol
the islarid aéd hope 1o make
Maui miy bome al sune Lme in
the future.'”

tourist from

of Real

r
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Bank of Ha- A

FLOWERS IN FLIGHT—
had been scattered over '
Mortuary early Memerial

The flowers were loac
Kahului Harbor, Sprecke:

Loading the flowers c
during the flight; Joe Bu

'_thninn Jam’

Qutdoor €
Taqf Flnr_'l

A most delightiul alternoor
spent by meisbers and gue:
the Lahaina Ourdeor Circle
John Siermr Lome on-the
in Lahaina on May 28.

Thic was the day of the a
spring membership lea
crganization. All present rec
a bockiet of the history ¢

| fermation of the Outdoor

in Lahaina,

This bocklet was compil
Mrs. Wihitney Tompkins.
Being May was Law
natienally, the guest speake
Erpest Ching, of Greefiste
Cowan, He gave an infor
ialk ¢n the juvemle pro
high rise, and ways 1o ke
_haina f[ree of hiter.

i Upe of. s suggestions o
ferent nature for Lahaina
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Tos
Through:
From:

Subject:

Attached,

PEPARTHENT OF LAND & MNATURAL RESOURCES
DEVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUTL
TO South High Street, Room #201
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Fhone # (B0OB) 244-2072
October 7, 1991
Paul Kawamoto, Program Manager
Handy Honebrink, Education Coordinator

Brooks Tamaye, Information Specialist - Maui

Turtle Neat at Maalaea Bay Beach

is a summary regarding the discovery of a hawksbhill
turtle nest at Maalaea Bay Beach. The accompanying slides are

reprints for your files,

e Georde Balazms, NMES

{incl.

glide reprints)



Hawskbill S5ea Turtle [(Eretmochelys imbricata)
Hegting on Maui

On T7/30/91 at about (0800) HMs. Hary Valley, (B79=26T78) her
daughter, and Ms. Gloriann McDowell (B79-4734 work) were walking on
Maalaea Bay Beach (Eale'ia). They saw three sea turtle hatchlings
making their way te the ocean. They observed the hatchlings for
15=30 minutes., The hatchlings eventually were able to make their
way through the shorebreak and swim away.

On 7/31/91 at about (0D830) Ms. Valley called and notified me about
the event. She and M. McDowell described the approximate area
where they =aw the hatchlings, They alac described a sand
gstructure in the vicinity which possibly could have been the nest.
However, the structure was partially eroded from wave action and
appeared more manmade.

At about (1000) I inspected the area. 1 found the sand structure
which was desecribed, it didn't appear likely that this was the
nest . Higher up en the beach and just behind this =structure
though, was a mound of =sand that was relatively undisturbed. It was
situated above the mean high tide mark (slide 1). No hatchlings,
tracks or any other evidence to indicate the exact location of the
nest was obaerved. I did observe vehicle tire tracks, human foot-
prints, and dog tracks on the beach (slide 2). George Balazs of
NMFS was notified.

At about (1830) that evening I returned to the area. The =sand
mound suspected as being a possible nest was still intact and
undisturbed. 1 conducted another inspection of the area. About
Fifty feet east (toward Kihei) from this mound I found two dead
turtle hatchlings. They were both high on the shoreline above the
mean high tide mark. One was fully exposed facing toward the ocean
(slide 3&4). The other had only it's head and front flippers

exposed (=lide 6). Both were dehydrated and probably died from

rrolonged exposure to the sun. The two specimens were collected
for identification. The location was marked and observed till about
(2000), no activity was ochzserved,.

On B/1/91 at about {(1030) in the morning and again at about (1700)
in the afterncon, I inspected the nest site. There were no signs
to indicate that more hatchlings had emerged.

There was a concern that humans and animals (mainly dogs and
mongoose ) may disturb the nest =zite (slide 6). With the consensus
of George Balazs, the nest was excavated on 8/2/91 at (0745) by
Skippy Hau, Randy Honebrink, and myself.

Recovered from the nest were 11 live hatchlings averaging 39.3 mm
in straight carapace length and 28.1 mm in straight carapace width.
These were released successafully. (slide 7)



Hine hatchlings were found out of their shells but dead. These
averaged 37.4 mm in straight carapace length and 26.7 mm in
straight carapace width. They averaged 13.9 grams.

Eight hatchlings died while emerging from their shells., (slide B}

Also collected were 87 unhatched eggs, and B6 egg casings (empty
shells).

To summarize the data, there were 181 eggs deposited. Eighty-seven
{48%) of these did not develop. Eight (4%) died before completely
hatching. Nine (6%) died after hatching. Two (1%) died as they
exited the nest. Eleven (6%) live hatchlings still buried in the
nest were released. We can calculate and assume that 64 (36%)
successfully hatched and made it to the surface on their own.

The eleven live hatchlings were found at approximately the same
depth as the clutch of eggs. Because of their low number and the
compactness of the sand they would probably not have been able to
make it to the surface without our assistance.

Two dried hatchlings, two dead hatchlings, two unhatched eggs, and
one partially hatched egg were retained for reference and
educational purposes. The rest of the specimens were shipped to the
NMFS. They were positively identified by George Balazs as being
Hawskbill sea turtles (Eretmochelys imbricatal.

The area was inspected periodlically for about two weeks. No signs
of additional nests were observed. About six weeks later the sand
mound first suspected as being a nest was excavated., No eggs or
remaing were found indicating this was not a nest site. There were
also no additional reports of nesting activity or sightings to our
office.

Degeripbtion of the nesting zite:

‘The area is known by several names, most maps describe it as
Manlaea Bay Beach or Hale'ia. The beach extends from the Maalaesn
Condominiums to the Sugar Beach condos (Kihei)., The nest site was
located directly across of Healia Pond and approximately 3/4 of a
mile west of the Kealia Condominium in KEihei. It was within about
40 feet of N, Kihei Rd.. The shoreline in this area between Maalaea
and Kihei is presently undeveloped. (see map)

Beach material is a soil-sand mixture. The nest was dug high on the
beach against a wave-cut, seil-sand bench. (During the highest
tides it appears this area may receive some water.) The first edds
were found approximately 18 inches below the surface. The sand was
moist and warm compared to the surface sand. The neat extended to
a depth of about 29 inches down to an area of compacted soil.
{alides 9&10)
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DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
70 SOUTH HIGH STREET, Room #201

Walluku, Hawaii 396733
Phone # (808) 244-2072

Decembar 22, 18991

To: Paul Kawamoto, Program Manager
From: Ek%ﬁ{lau. Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Turtle Reported at Malike Guich

turlle on the beach atMaliko Gulch. He was not sure if the turtle was dead or alive. |
thanked him for his call-and-tetd him we'd try to get someone to visit the location.
DOCARE Enforcement Officer Harold Doe went to Maliko and found no turtles on the
beach. He did report seeing about 15 turtles in the bay. Three appeared to be very
close to shore. He interviewed people on the shoreline and found out a male tried to
push the turtle back into the water.

At 1530, on Friday, Zéjlamﬂ 991 an anonymous male caller reported a large

At 1730, | went to Maliko Guich and found no turtles. Although there is a possibility
that a turtle would come ashore to nest. The beach is very rocky and doas not appear
to be a good nesting site. The large number of turtles observed there in the past
indicates that the large swells could be forcing the turtles 1o seek shelter inside the bay
and a resting place on the shoreline.

The public should be reminded that sea turtles, if found on the shoreline, should be left
alone. A reminder about Federal and State laws which protects sea turtles as a
threatened or endangered species is needed.

¢: George Balazs



