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Deay Mr. Balazs:

In reference to "atomlc teating'; the test was actvally down at Johnson Island.
We encountered an unidentified submarine during the night and COMPAC Fleet put
ug on a search and locate mission gince they believed it was a Bussian sub
attempting to get close enough to the test to monitor the explosion. We went
into a grid pattern after the submarine "ducked" and spent sbout eight hours
searching. In that process we intruded into the flash zone, finally broke off
the search and ran north. Tt sure did light up the sky monentarily but we felt
no other impacts. I don't imagine it did any of the Johnson Island turtles any
good.

0f other interest was a report last Spring of a green sea turtle carcass found sbout
one mile upstresm of the mouth of Mentana Creek in Upper Cook Inlet {(about B0 miles
north of Anchorage). I couldn't find the carcass for positive identification but
the man who reported it measured the carapace length at 27 inches, He called the
office, stated that he was very familiar with snapping turtles and that this wasn't
one. They don't exist in Alaska either, so I referred him to some library books and
he called back to say the carapace did look just 1like a green sea turtle's.

We have had two other sightings, by blologists, of green sea turtles in Alaskan waters
over the past 15 wears, and I think it was last vear that some southeastern fishermen
kEilled a huge leatherback {(clalming they thought it was a sea lion). I believe

they were prosecuted by the U.5, Fish and Wildlife Service.

Anyway, good luck om vour turtle project, I wish I could trade you jobs. I much
prefer turtles and warm water Lo moose and fce!

Blncerely,
e




TURPDSE OF THE TRIE

The trip herein reported wes to includa the Zoliowing activities as tice
and conditiomns would permit,

1. Genersl familiarization survey of all the islands of tha Rafuge
excepting Lisisnski and Zearl and Harmas Reaf,

2. Ixamination and, if possible, further study of ths Nihoa Miller Bird
and its haditat requiraments in relatiocn to a possible transfersnce
of this species to Laysan Island.

*3, Examinstion of islends occupisd by the Covarnsent HLRAN project
perscunel for signs of undue distusbencas or intruduction of unwanted
exotic vesd seeds.

4. To Further photograph eignificast portions of the vegatation and
habitat to be found on these islasds.

5. UChsarvation and coumts of the ﬂnk seals and on Laysan, tha teal.

\ LTINEZARY
Juna 8 = Enn:dndhi..s'i' "Stone County" 1141 at 0700. Departed Pearl Harber,
Cruised off Hauei that might.
Fine 9 - Enroutes from ¥eusi to Hihoa.
June 10 - Landed on Nihoa at 0515, Returned to ship at 1345. Leaf: for Hecker

Island,

Juns 11 - Landed on Necker lsland at 0530, Raturned to ship at 0300. Woodside
debark at French Frigates Shosl at 1830 for return to Honolulu.
~-Helicopter hit aerial wire on Tern Island so ship was dulayed until
repaira affectad.

June 12 = Standing-by off French Frigates Shoal during repeir, then departurs
for Gardner Pinnaclas.

June 13 - Standing-by off Gardner Dinnacie. Ho landing atteopted by membars of
our party dua to crowded conditions ashore apd rough weather.

June 14 - Landed on Laysan Island at 0930. Remained on Laysan Island until
‘June 19 at which tims we departed, Arrived at ship !.5'55-_;,

—=-, June 20 - Envoute to French Frigates Sheal. Due to atomic testing, detour wa "
: made for eight hours. T = —-_— e N
Juna 21 - Arrived at French Frigates Shoal; debarked. Plane flight from Hickam A,

cancelled so Harshall, Beardsley, and Hramer returned to ship overaight. ,H; !
0
Juna 22 - Raturned to Tern leland, Boarded Hickas Alr Force plana in atternocon s
2nd arrived in Homolulu at 1930, il
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