U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southwest Fisheries Canter Honolulu Laboratory

2570 Dole 5t. » Honolulu, Hawall S6822-2386

July 17, 1587 F/8WC2

Ms. Ritty Nelson

The Seattle Aguarium

Pier 59, Waterfront Park
Seattle, Washington 98101

Dear EKitty,

Thank yvou very much for your recent note and the copy of the
Standard Health Certificate dated 7/29/86 which I had expected to
receive from either your facility or the Waikiki Aquarium when the
three Hawaiian green turtles were originally returned to Hawaii
last year. A formal document of this nature, signed by a veteri-
narian certifying "good health," must accompany any green turtles
that are brought back to Hawaii. Since most turtles under these
circumstances will eventually be released into the wild, there is
a seriocus responsibility on my part (as Recovery Team Leader) to
make sure they are disease-free before reentering the State. The
Hawaii State Department of Agriculture serves this function, but
to a great extent they are dependent on our involvement in the
case of sea turtles, which they normally do not handle as an
importation item.

I hope that your work is going well and that you will continue to
display small turtles under cooperative programs with facilities
here in Hawaii.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Zoologist

cc: Waikiki Aguarium
Sea Life Park




Seattle Department of Parks and Racreation

Cheriea Royer, Mayor
Waiter R Hundley, Superintandsnt
¥. Bharry Sheng, Aquarism Director

The Seatile Aquarium

Fmtuﬂ.wﬂmmm i
Seattls, Washington 98101
(206} 626-43558
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