March 30, 1988 P/BICZ:GHB

Hr. pBteve Ralser
Sea Licfe Park
Waimanalo, HI 96795

Dear Steve,

A8 you reguasted, I recencly visited che Kahala Hilton to examine
che adult female green turtie showing an aonormai protrusion on
Aer tail. The turtle was basking on the sand bank when I
arrived, so I had a good opportunity to Louk cliosely at the tail
and palpate the procrusion. Although there is a hard core areq
inside the protrusion, 1 feel coafident Lo saying chat it ia ook
the Liocopapiliona disease CcUndition chat we are regularly seelng
i Eree-ranging Hawaiian green cur tles. The protrusion appears
CO De aure of a "prolapse® that has occurred to coa cloaca, I
have on several occasions seen similar condicions in green
Curties nesting ac Preacn Prigate Shoals. I suspecc that this
resulcs during excrusion of eggs, o FOBELLLY Lrum Vigorous
eopulation, In any evenc, 1o my opinion, 1t is oot the resulc of
any disease that coWld be transmicted co Sea Life Park turtles if
and when you move the turtle to your facility.

i have asked the caretakers at the Kahala dilcon to keep a olose
watcn On che proctrusion Co deteraine il it enlarges, or possibly
Dacomes infedied. There is av indication of infeccion atc this
time. The curtls was not overly ssnsitive to toe area oeing

palpaced,

Biuceraly,

Gaorge H. Balazss
Loologl st
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