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HMarch 29, 1992
Kailua-EKona

The dive that "Turtle Land' was discovered on toock place in
August 1987 around 10:00 AM. The day was sunny and the ocean calm.
e site was an area of coastline approximately one-half to one
mile east of Hoockipa Park on the north side of Maui (see map).
Myself and two other divers swam on the surface out from the
shoreline and submerged when we saw the side of the lava formation
closest to the coast. The top part of the formation at this point
was about 20-25 feet from the surface with the sand and boulder
bottom around 35-40 feet deep. The formation extended
approzimately 75 yards seaward and was approximately 50 yards wide.
At the seaward end the depth from the top of the formation was
about 55-60 feet from the surface with the sand and boulder bottom
around 85-90 feet deep. The formation had numerous fractures,
shelf areas and a small cave on the end closest to the coast.

I estimated 200 turtles of all sizes {shells from 1 foot to 3
fest plus in length) interspersed over the area of the lava
formation. Some were swimming, some sitting in various places on
top of the structure, some under ledges a= well as in the larger
cracks and fractures. I alsoc observed perhaps a dozen or more
individuals with evidence of GTFP, most of these were larger
animals (shells from 2 feet in length or bigger), the tumors being
located mostly on the neck, on top of the head or on facial areas
of the turtles.

The turtles seemed to take little notice of us and either
stayed in their habitat resting or slowly swam away if we
approached closzely. Most animals were solitary with only
infrequent groups of two or three animals next to each cther under
ledges or out in the open. No observations of courtship, mating,
aggressive or feeding behavior were noted.

Mark Aeder

T3-4173 Oluolu Pl.
Kailua-Kona, HI, 96740
{808) 325-7875
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