DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MALI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Street
Walluku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (808) 243-5834
FAX #(B08)243-5833
Movembear 9, 1998

To: Bill Davick, Acting Administrator
Emily Gardner, Endangered Species Specialist

From: Skippy Hau, Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Beached Green Turlle Near Kahului Beach Road
(Outside of Kahului Harbor)

This morning, | received a report of a decomposing turtle on the shore next to Kahului
Beach Road (before the Kanaloa intersection). At first, the caller asked If he could
keep the turtle shell, | told him he couldn’t keep the shell.

| inspacted the carcass and found the turtle was shark bitten. Maggots were abundant
on the shark-bitten hind area. The right front flipper, both hind flippers and tail
appeared to have been bitten off. The left front flipper had a metal identificalion tag (U-
787) with instructions to write HIMB University of Hawail 96744, A plier was used to
remove the tag. The turtle had tumors on its head and neck. Barnacles were present
on its shell and head.

The shark bitten curve carapace length measured 78 centimeters. The curved
carapace width was 93 cenlimeters. | contacted the DOCARE Office by radio and
asked that they inform the County Public Works Department for assistance in removal
of the carcass. Slide photographs of the carcass were taken, | wrapped the turtle with
a piece of rope found on the beach and tried to mark the location of the turtle with
some black plastic floats,

George Balazs of the NMFS Honolulu Laboratory was informed of this second tagged
turtle. The recovered tag will be sent to them later. .

c: DOCARE - Maui
George Balazs, NMFS
Margaret Dupree, NMFS
Karen Rosa, FWS5



DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Street
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (BD8) 243-5834
FAX #({B808)243-5833

July 22, 1998
To: Bill Devick, Acting Administrator
Emily Gardner, Endangerad Species Specialist
From: Skippy Hau, Aquatic Biologist
Subject: Hook Removal From Green Turtle in Makena (Near Maui Prince Hotel)

At 10:00, | met Mr, Chris Quarre from the Maui Ocean Center at a parking lot next to the
Maui Prince Hotal. We swam out to meet the vessel Prince Kuhio.

Around 11:10, togethar with Chris, Mr. Todd Winn, Mr. Wil Copeland, and Captain
Mike Peavy on the Prince Kuhio, we grabbed one of two green turtles seen with hooks.
| tried cutting the hook with my pliers. The hook was too big and the pliers could not
cut the barb. We swam the turtle to the back of the vessel and placed it on the swim
platform. Captain Peavy used a bolt cutter to remove the stainless steel hook.

Due to the moderate choppy conditions, no measurements were taken and the turtle
was released after the hook was removed.

| estimated the turtle to weigh around 90 pounds. It appeared to be very healthy.
There were no tags, tumors or bamacles.

This turtle was not the originally targeted animal. The one | obeerved on Saturday was
absent. That animal was more than 150 pounds,

| informed DOCARE, the beach activilies center at the Maui Prince Hotel and the
Pacific Whale Foundation prior to our attempt to remove the hook from the turtle.

c: George Balazs, NMFS
Margarat Dupres, NMFS
Karen Rosa & Kiti Jensen, FWS



BEE-531-3177 OCERMIT LRBORATORIES 134 PR JUM 23 '97 19:00

Oceanit Laboratories, Inc,
anﬂmmmﬂl&mnﬂimggmmgw » research & development

/

L
_,-r"'; | :

—

F

TO: Mg (lmF_,-uE Aliza
COMPANY: NmES

PHONE: 26

FAX: %n'ﬁu% 20Ty
FROM:

PHONE: 531-3017

FAX: (808) 531-3

DATE: 2

TIME: DA

PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER PAGE: !
IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL THE PAGES, PLEASE CALL (808) 531-3017.

commEnTs:  Hece VO M ud 3 Aok Oherdn
\{?r Hoe Tundle Oocvors fpr

J{\ Q.ELHE)LP&L\ Nockh Reacn _
Yoor tommanis pleane. |

Moo o

BB

1100 Alakea Buflding « 1100 Alakea Street, Jist Floor » Honoluly, Hawali 96813
TELEX: 7431404 » MCI: OCEANIT » TEL: (B08) 531-3017 » FAX: (808) 531-3177




b,

Bag-531-3177 OCEANIT LABDRATORIES 134 Pe2 JUW 23 ST 18ied

Ka’anapali Beach Turtle Survey

Background 7! be7

The purpose of this survey is to show whether or not sea turtles crawl onto the beach and, if
they do, wheﬁcrurnutthaﬂaymstsmﬂnbeadl The area surveyed will be the sand beach
sacly Park, mos mﬂ:amndumlmmsﬂnﬂmkumemnt The beach

Survey Instructions
Equipment to take on the survey walk: Camera, Turtle survey record sheet, Turtle sighting
record sheet, flashlight.

The survey begins at Kahikili Beach Park.

1. Log in at the Park key station and note the time on the survey record sheet.

2. Walk along the beach just above the high rush of the waves from one end to the other
looking at the sand for signs of turtle tracks. Do not use flashlight during the walk unless
needed for your own personal safety due to darkness.

3. Log in at the mid-point (tree trunks) and end-point key stations and note the end-point time
in your turtle survey record sheet. Return to the park by way of the dirt road behind the
sand dunes.

4. During the walk count the number of pecple along this stretch of beach. Make note of any
major “party” or unusual activity on the beach or in the sand dune area,

5. If any turtle tracks (but NO turtle) are seen on the beach these should be documented with
several photographs taken from 3, 10, and 15 feet away from the tracks. Note the location
nfmksﬂmgﬂ}ab:achmakaaskmhﬂfwhmthﬁygnupﬂ?d the beach and call
Bob (808-256-2057) or Rich (874 0264) immediately. The tedid,

6. If a live turtle is seen out of the water on the beach aﬂempttutakaaﬂnsh \:]
photograph or approach the turtle. Document the sighting location on both data sheets.
Call Bob or Rich immediately. In the moming after the turtle has returned to the ocean,
take pictures of the turtle tracks.

ffT._Fu]}uwmgem:h daﬂymcyMa a morning paper, place it on the ground unfolded

front page up, and take it pitches with a camera height of about 4-5 feet above the floor.

Nesting turtles frighten easily. It’s against Federal law to harass sea turtles by
approaching too close, by startling them with bright lights or camera flash.

2\ Oceanit Laboratoris,Inc
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Date: Thu, 26 Jun 1%97 08:02:23 -1000 (HST)

From: "George H. Balazs" =gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus
To: Eugene Nitta <enitta®@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edus

Subject: Kaanapali Survey- Bob Burke

Gene- I read it this mroning and do indeed have some important comments
for you. First, the twice nightly to look for tracks and evidence of
digging is totally unnecessary. One walk, at first light is completely
adequate, By not relaying this to Burke, he/his company could draw the
assumpticn that you/we/nmis agree that two are needed- hence "approve.®
After all, he has given the document to you for review.

Second item- take a "pitcher" of the morning paper? This sounds
ridiculous, even when spelled correctly. The purpose of this in the
survey protocol needs to be stated. Again, later the company Burke works
for may say that NMFS received a pre-copy of hte "protoccl' hence must
have "approved." So spmething should be said to him about this.

Third and last, I strongly recommend that item 5 have included that NMFS
and FWE ALSO be immediately notified following any sighting of tracks or
nesting or turtles ashore. If needed, my 942-1276 number with phone
recorder for strandings can be one of the contact numbers at NMFS for this
purpose.
LA R RS R R L E N R R E R E L E L * &4 &k

George H. Balazs, Leader
Marine Turtle Research Program
Naticnal Marine Fisheries Service

Honolulu lLaberatory

2570 Dole Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396 USA

Tel: (808) 543-1240

Fax: (808) 9%43-1290

*Email: gbalazsg@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu*
* *
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1o that the Goodfellow Bro- for more play equipment, picnic
he=rs Inc. construction firm has tables, barbecue grills, benches
aten awarded an $8.6 million and bacycle racks.
“E TUTECL, In any cose, he said, the money
- Administration officials report-  will provide the county additional
eduthat the bid was nearly $4 mil-  leeway in the event of unexpect-
Ibo'n under the $12.5 million cost  ed expenses and cost over-nons.

Thoe Mais Hasws | EUGENE TANNER phetn
I.nm_.r Pacheco, a conservation officar with the state Department
of Land and Matural Resources, looks over 8 daad spinner dal-
phin thal washed up on shore on the Paukukalo side of the
Kahului Harbor breakwaler this moming.

Dolphin, turtle perish

KAHULUI — An injured spinner dolphin washed up on shore
near the Kahulul breakwater this moming and died shortly after, Just
afew fest away, a young green sea wrile with a rope wrapped
around its front left flipper was also found dead.

Officers from the state Department of Land and Matural Eesources
responded 1o the site on the Paukukalo side of the breakwater after
the dolphin was spotted by a local fisherman, who called police.

DLHNE Conservation Officer Larry Pacheco sard his office was
contacted at about &:30 am. and when they armived at the scene, the
dulphm was still alive, flapping w:-ul;l;r on the rocky shoreline, bl

|
- r Spe DOLPHIN on the next page
TE AU
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Eugene Tagm, 3
hum.n.wd:d April 2, 1997, at his resi-

.-.Al'mal will begin at 1:45 p.m. Sat-
urday at Nakamura Moruary. Burial
will follow at Maui Memaorial Pari. Tﬁn
family requests casual attire.

Mr, Tagawa was bormn June 13, 193‘11'

in Lahnina. He was employed by the
County of Maui for 29 years and retired

a5 a heavy equipment
Hl:umnuvtdhjlm:m.fﬁ.ﬂms:

and a son, Eugene James Kazuo of H@-
olufu.
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To:
From:

Subject:

Ms. Suzy Friedman (Ph.#669-5369) reported a "green” turtle about a foot long with
white markings on its flipper and shell in Kapalua Bay. | asked it they looked like
bumps or tumors. She did not think they were. It would be very difficult to tell what it is
unless | see it. She also said it did not appear to have difficulty swimming.

Yesterday, she observed the turtle around 17:00 feeding on algae on the bottom. She
was also concerned that there were too many people not giving enough room for the
animal. | explained that the turtle might be comfortable with people in this very popular
swimming area. By having her able to watch it indicates the turtle has become

DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Street
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (B0B) 243-5327
FAX #(B08)243-5326
March 4, 1997

Turtle File
EEippIEi Hau, Aquatic Biologist

Turtle Obsearvation

accustomed to people and is not threatened by their presence.

Last week, | collected algae specimens from inside the Bay and did not see any turtles.

c: DOCARE - Maui
5. BALATZS
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ESTAELISHMENT OF A NEW FORAGING SITE FOR NATIVE HAWAIIAN

SEA TURTLES CN THE ISLAND OF MAUI
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ABSTRACT

The following is a traditional study in Biology based upon
cbservation of native Hawaiian turtles on the island of
Maui at a new foraging site on the Weat Side. These data
suggest native Hawaiian turtles are indeed a threatened
species in need of protection, not only from man, but new
environmental pressures. Greater efforts are needed to
educate the public about sea turtles,; whose natural
feeding habits offer a ready opportunity for poaching,
which is documented in these data. Some data suggest sea
turtle feeding patterns change in response to
temperatures, with nightly drops into the 60's prompting
extended morning feedings. Whatever the cause, research at
multiple sites in near shore waters dQCuants the rapid
oCccupation of certain feeding and resting sites with no

historical record of such use.



This study was not planned, but its importance has become
self-evident as the authors have spoken with various
interests within the community, ranging form strict
conservationists to disregard because of a supposed
correlation between the presence of large sea turtles and
shark attacks. The same correlation can be made between
the number of surfers and shark attacks, or drug use among

surfers and shark attacks.

Chance prompted this study, which accounts for the lack of
data during the early phase of the work. All observations
were made at two sites 300 meters apart just south of
Launiupoko park on the scuthwest side of the island of
Maui. The beach itself is unremarkable, with boulders of
all sizes forming a steep shoreline and a finger of rock
bisecting the two ends of the foraging site. There is 3
high bank that limits access to the beach and prevents
automobile headlights from shining directly on the beach,

Consequently, the beach is quite dark and sporadically

used.

The author speculates the geographic composition of the
Hawalian islands and the interplay of wind and tide bring
4 constant supply of invertebrates to the area of Maui

where these observations were made. Local spear fishermen



have stated the water is brackish, suggesting strong
currents. Observations show the largest gatherings of
turtles always occurred in moderate surf with clear skies.
Otherwise, there are not any obvious factors that aceount
for gatherings in this specifice place, though the foraging
site is removed from any harbors and corresponding boating

activity.

Because the author often sleeps on the beach several days
at a time and does not want to attract attention, he uses
ne lights or fires. This in itself ﬁ% account for the
arrival of Hawaiian sea turtles because the author's

presence inhibits most fishermen,

The largest turtle to arrive and appear consistently was
named Melrose. Melrose is female, this fact becoming known
after four months of observation. Several weeks later, one
of the smallest turtles to arrive and appear consistently
was named Yentyl. By the second week of June a large group
of turtles visited the site on a daily basis, usually
appearing just before sunset, Without dm;bt the turtles
were aware of the author's presence. In fact, on the
fifteenth of July one author stepped into the water to
cool off and was startled by Bebe and Bobo, two larger
loggerhead adults who were always together. Bebe swam off

immediately, but Bobo staved within three meters for



almost a minute. Both turtles were obhserved foraging the

following day.

By the end of August an entirely new group of turtles had
arrived. They were generally smaller in size and in such
number that it became impossible to specifically identify
turtles. The authors are uncertain whether this is a
natural progression, or the result of an intrusion by a
group of Filipino fishermen with a 40 meter net. Bebe has
not returned to the southern end of the foraging site
since the intrusion, but Bobo occasionally strays south,
Along with the new arrivals camedifferent feeding
patterns. It is significant that morning sightings only
occurred after a steep drop in temperature, into the 60's
F, and the intrusion of the Filipino fishermen with a net.

More research is needed to clarify the issue.

During the first ten days of September two more intrusion,
poaching, were observed, with a morning outing by Pacific
Islanders definitely planned to capture turtles. In fact,
turtles could be seen from the shore wheh the party placed
a sixty meter net stretching off-shore. Since that time
sightings as the southern end of the foraging site have
been irreqular. Further, the turtles appear more cautious,
sticking their head out for a shorter time and surfacing

behind waves 40 they would not be seen from shore.



Cbservations of native sea turtles on the island of Maui
Suggest a modest increase in number. This has been
confirmed by the Mational Marine Fisheries Service on
Oahu.! In their natural state sea turtles will gather at
7 hpecific sites until forced to leave, either by a
i

jdecrease in available food, or an increased human

presence. The Launiupoko site had no turtles last year the

author camped their regularly.

If native Hawaiian sea turtles do change feeding places
periodically, establishing new foraging sites, and their
number is increasing, a new beach management program or
strategy is mandated. The author believes sections of
beach must be closed entirely to humans, though this may
not be practical. Currently there exists no mecharism to
protect sea turtles from human interference, something
which must be addressed if sea turtles are to thrive in
Hawaii. The natural feeding patterns of native sea turtles
makes poaching a sericus threat. Unlike whales, which are
here only part of the year, sea turtleaqgre here
throughout the year and can be hunted frem the beach with

relatively little effort. Further, sea turtles are facing

"National Marine Fisheries Service. Southwest Fisherics Science Center. Honolulu Laboratory, 2570 dole 5t.
Hodoluly Hawadii, 96822-2304



4 new threat from cancer, a type of Fibropapillomatosis

where more than 50% of certain populations are affected.?

¥ The cancer cxists as fibroepithelial tumors which may be found at almost any location on sub adults and
adults.



Turtle Sightings by Month
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Turtle Sightings by Month
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Turtle Sightings by Month

July 1996
South End
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Turtle Sightings by Month
August 1996

South End
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19 Be, Bo, Ta, Yn

20 Ta, ¥n

21 Ta, YN  Temperature drop to 60's
22 TA, YN

24 BO, TA, YN, XN x 3
25 XNx2

26 BO, TAX3, YNx4
27 BO,Ta, Ynx 4

28 BO, TA YNx3

29 YN

30 TA, YNx3

31 TA, YNx3




Turtle Sighﬁn*hy month

September

South End

1 TA, YNx4
2 TA YNx2
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23 -
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[MEL.Be,Box 2 TA ]
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[XN x 2, YN]
[TA, XNx2]

[TA, XN, YN]
[XN

[TA.XNx2]



Ron G. Mahurin
Box 358 « Lahaina. Maui. Hi. 96767
B8 G69-1831

Objectives
Research/Project Development/Legal Analyst/International Relations

AREAS OF INTEREST
s Research » Customer Service
* Negotiating skills e Legal Analysis
» Client development » Quality Control/supervision
¢ Business Planning * Data Analysis
* Property Management » Educator
» Grants/Proposals * Written Communications
EDUCATION

William Howard Taft School of Law — Currently pursuing law degree, third year.
Ludwig Maximilians. Munich W. Germany -- Ph.D. Biology
San Francisco State University - Master of Arts, Cell & Molecular Biology
San Francisco State University - Double Science Major Biochemistry/Biology

FUNCTIONAL SUMMARY

—» Contracted and built a laboratory, including instrumentation, to ensure quality control. Developed tracking
procedures, trained and supervised 15 employees

= Proficient in developing a client base. » Cold calling marketing techniques.

=» Series 6 and 63 Securities license for the state of California.

= Involved in all aspects of a small business i.e, strategic planning, development, grant proposals, SBA
interactions, project development, contract negotiations, tax planning, registrations, etc..

— Property management; restored vintage 1860 home by hand, supervised four personnel

= Food preparation, storage; Cook [I; Computer fluent. German.

-

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

Pink Geisha. Lahaing, Mawi, Hi.  Owner. 1994- Present (Gardening)
Mango Cafe - 1206 Pantry I
Chart House Enterprises. Lahaina, Maui, Kitchen Prep. 1993-Present
Niaad Services, Belmont. Ca. Chener, [991-1992 (Gardening)
United States Army, Assigned to Field Station Berlin | 9X8-] 9]
First imvestors, Wall Streer. NY. Salex Broker, | 987
Zimmer Paper Products. South San Francisco, Ouality Control Direcior 1978-1980

willing to travel'relocate, references available upon request
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2 DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES
N Dept. of Land & Natural Resources

@(,.o 130 Mahalani Street
Walluku, HI 96793

FPhone (808) 243-5284
December 2, 1996

MEMORANDUM
TO: Mr. Willlam Devick, Acting Administrator

4
FROM:  Van Dacanay, Clerk-typist @7
SUBJECT: Dead Turtle Recovery by Public Works-County of Maui

On the morning of 11/29/86, Kathy Smith, Manager of Kealia Refuge
reported that the manager of Menehune Shores condominiim in Kihed,
called her to report a dead turtle. It was located on the beach near the
old NOAA weather statlon, now the Whale Sanctuary Office.

Both Skippy and Brooks were on vacation, I contacted the County Public
Works office to ask if they could pick-up the turtle carcass and dispose it.
In the meantime [ continued to get several more calls regarding the dead
turtle. DOCARE personnel could not be contacted to assist in this matter.

This morning I contacted Gwen (Secretary of the County Highways Divislon),
and she stated that the turtle was approximately 2-3 feet across the back and
about 200+ Ibs. It was covered with tumors and disposed at the County's
landfill.

¢: G. Balazs, NMFS
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T0:Geocye Be)azs
FAX® 443 - {150
FROM: Bod, €11

DATE: 10)15 {46

TIME: Z pm
RE:

NUMBER OF PAGES:

Be a part of helping to
profect whales and their
precious ocean habital.
Minintize use of house-
hold chemicals. Decrease
and pick up litter on the
beach. Do not participate
in irresponsible whale-
watching activities. Help
support conservation
programms and legislation
that protects endangered
species and their habitats.

10&&’35 14:01 TU08ETa2E15
] A o

PACIFIC WHALEW

FOUOUMNMDATION

101 N. Kihei Road, Kihei, HI 96753 « (808) £79-8860 » FAX B79-2615
A non-profit center for marine resenrch, public education and conservation

PAC WHALE FOUND

Dews e Eac-».h..t 5 —

v Ot LA for WE:\.:&.M --19“‘-#—5 bsre
_'_\_‘-'_‘—i—\_
o Pacitic White Pondetion T
Ln'-ll-‘{"'l';ﬂ..qb 4. sl Yo a ﬁ'-"{s'hi::ﬂ_. F{JHAT'E
Giten Se- +olhles !u,-...i -HL-.A.'ILSE;.I.\ tordies.
S0 Beily, do qou WEE Sy pepis,
E.’E'Hmp-l':j _F:D;-' ey Moor EFE.L;EFrLst}*L-{r-M
A mwlﬂw:&g of iuj"r ‘Qr e }“f’tﬁé-‘fh.};
ot H{kh—h—iﬁ:*?mr; e g %FH"} +o pot
h?"M a4 ‘lb{nd"'“r‘* {bﬂ‘*hﬂ.l.ﬂ.l..n_% 3#'*—9—4'1
inpfrmation 4 be sent e
rlg\ntj += kw«y’- Jniu..-.,..__,_, o ﬁﬁ,_,“
o CeCtt @tep dony, Any itk
TR OB eV gl widhe vt} v iy
L\L\fgui. \f:nu I""‘"IE-‘-;. ceech A s Hﬁﬂ—gﬂ#\
of mufﬁ.uf.if e+ U ?Iln.nm Numdedr g )
-Fh.'"i- Vi o el '!Cc,'...:lﬂc:-\ ﬁ_"::udt,
ﬂmkf ﬁfﬁfﬂf

B, Pike

i\'_,p;__ -15’--"""'*-"l

I P

out s



DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Street
Whailuku, Hawali 96793
Phone # (808) 243-5327
FAX #(B0B)243-5326
September 23, 1996

To: Bill Devick, Acting Administrator
From: SKippy Hau, Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Large Dead Green Turle by Waiehu Golf Course

On Sunday, 22 September 1996, DOCARE Enforcement Officer Stanley Okamoto
reported that a large decomposing green turtle had washed up next to the Waiehu Golf
Course. It appeared to have tumors and most of the shell plates were removed. The
cause of death could not be determined.

This morning, | inspected the sharsline and found the carcass just past an iron wood
tree. On the shoreline, there was a boulder with the number 12 painted in yellow. |
placed a driftwood on the edge of the golf course green to mark the location. |

-eslimated the length of the shell to be around 88 centimeters (less than 200 pounds).
The Department of Public Works was contacted for disposal,

¢: DOCARE - Maui
G. Balazs, NMFS
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[45] From: Barbara Schroeder at ~NMFS-5 11/29/96 2:21PM (2117 bytea: 1 1ln)
To: George Balazs at -NMPS-HONO
Subject: Hawaii enforcement isaues
———————————————————————————— Forwarded with Changes -------comeam oo ___
From: Robert Zicbro 11/29/96 1:54PM (1431 bytes: 1 1n)
To: Therese Conant, Barbara Schroeder, Karen Salvini
Subject: Hawaii enforcement issues
———————————————————————————— Forwarded with Changes --=-------cmmmmae oL
From: Ann Terbush at ~NMFS5-4 11/29/96 1:41PM (848 bytes: a 1n)
To: Michael Payne at ~NMFS-5, Robert Ziobro at ~NMFS-5
g¢c: Trevor Spradlin, Carol Fairfield, Pat Montanio at -NMFS-5
Subject: Hawaii enforcement issues
——————————————————————————————— Message Contents -----==-ccccc e
This kind of stuff makes me crazy. ®George - do you have any
enforcement concerns in Hawaii? Why doesn’t he get briefed by you
gquys?

B.

= Forward Header
Subject: Hawaii enforcement issues

Author: Robert Ziobro at -~-NMFS-5

Date: 11/29/96 1:54 EM

Any turtle atuff you want discussed? If so Barb you will
need to go attend.

Forward Header
Subject: Hawaii enforcement issues
Author: Ann Terbush at ~NMFS-4
Date: 11/29/96 1:41 PM

Victor Honda has been selected as the enforcement agent for the new
marine sanctuary in Hawaii. F/EN has asked us to brief him on any
enforcement issues/concerns that are likely to arise. This is part of a
series of meetings that he will be having in Silver Spring next week.
Trevor will be taking the lead on this for PR1., but welcomes
participation from any other interested PR staff. The meeting will be
Monday, December 2, at 1:30 im 13817. Please let Trevor or me know if
you will be sending anyone from your divisi®n. Thanksl
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DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MALY
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Strest
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (BOB) 243-5327
FAX #(B0B)243-5326

October 14, 1996

To: Bill Devick, Acting Administrator
From: Skippy Hau, Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Green Turle With Tumors and Cracked Shell
Recovered From Spreckelsville, Paia

On Friday, 11 October 1886, a woman named Laila (Ph.#575-2821) reported a green
turtle (~24 inches) with a cracked shell on a beach in Spreckelsville, Paia. | inspected
the shoreline from Papaula Point. There were many windsurfers using the beach near
the point.

| found the green turtle and placed it in a garbage bag. | carried it above the beach to
one of the off-road trails for easier pickup. The female turlle had tumors on both eyes.
The turtle was taken back to the office and kept in a container at the back of our office.
The -10-inch crack appeared to be caused by a windsurf skeg. The marks extended
beyond the crack. The curved carapace length was 61.0 centimeters. The curved
carapace width measured 54.5 centimeters. The estimated weight was around 65
pounds.

The containter was covered and the turtle was checked over the weekend.

This morning, the large animal carrier was used to ship the turtle to Honolulu on Alcha
Airlines.

c: George Balazs, NMFS
DOCARE - Maui
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STATE OF HAWALII
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Division of Aquatic Resources - Maui
130 Mahalani St.

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
(B0R) 243-5294

Oetober 10, 1996

Memorandum

To: William Devick, Acting Administrator

Through: Randy Honebrink, Education Coordinator

From: Brooks Tamaye, Information Specialist 47

Subject:  Turtle Recovery at Menehune Shores

On 10/9%96, at 8:00 a.m., I received a call from a resident (Gloria 879-8266) of Menehune Shores
Condominiums in Kihei. She reported a live turtle with tumors on the beach next to their complex;
it had been sighted since 6:00 a.m.. Several others also called to report the same turtle,

I arrived in Kihei at about 10:30 a.m. after retrieving Skiﬁiﬁj“s truck from the airport. The turtle
was located on the beach at the Koa Lagoon Dc::ril;: right next to the Menehune Shores. It wasa
large female green sea turtle estimated to weigh t 150 Ibs, Many tumors were observed on its
neck, front flippers and eyes. It appeared to be blind. Mo tags were observed. The turtle was
weak and no attempls (o return (o the water when approached.

The turtle was recovered with the assistance of a tractor and driver cleaning the beach of limu,
Shawn Murakawa at NMFS was contacted and the turtle subsequently shipped.

c: 3, Balazs, NMFS



DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Strest
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (BOB) 243-5327
FAX #(808)243-5326
October 7, 1996

To: Bill Devick, Acting Administrator

From: Elﬁpﬁ"ﬂau. Aquatic Biclogist

Subject: Grean Turtle Recovered From Launiupoko

On Saturday, 5 October 1996, DOCARE Enforcement Office Larry Pacheco recovered
a weak green turtle with tumors from fishermen. The fishermen found the turtle on the
shoreline at Launiupoko. They called the Police Department who contacted Officer
Pacheco. He picked up tha animal in Maalaea and transported it to our Wailuku
Offica. The turtle was kept in a plywood box,

The turtle was checked over the weekend. This moming, arrangements were made to
ship the turtle to Honolulu. The turtle had large tumors on its neck and small tumors on
both eyes. The animal was still sluggish. The curved carapace length was 78.5
centimeters. The curved carapace width measured 73 centimeter.

The remains of 20 hawksbill turtle hatchlings were recovered near North Kihei Road
this weekend. They were shipped along with the green turtle.

o: George Balazs, NMFS
DOCARE - Maui
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(808) 661-0937

Guskd %o LE.
:::--""7' r Z d"’"m
b EE.MQ‘:::, Gm

US Dept ot (ommee Qf‘i'f? G

Maticnal Mavne Fraheyie

E"-'-Lﬁ. -8 E}l"rlm'l'—i ; < 1
Pt 199

Br tneid onct otcumed Wiz mokning wiaicis

13 wacom lortale, O+ o3
13 i B g¥oup s b P-hcifi:_

Tlamdus amjpd e toarts a4 L s Ee-l'uﬂ Stare,
PRk, Sea Twatle wee preacsd in the wATer ¢ lume o shore, &vim
s e pdulde EJI.-._} v Srerkuls waed [Mr-p:q.ﬁ [ w:.\j Iu-nj Neb in

he water, T was ar feanr Yo Mmeteag o windh, L asaked the

Yo E:-'MH ot Pree childven (£ ey, bnd Ceom the Topatles

ey b tan 'ﬂneﬁ -:l_.-..-w.iﬂ-:% hed the eldent <Thred ‘r:hqéhr laa |

Cleprly #ais is & vislavion of fhe tddrguned specien Bet,  Throcgly

T cammot Prove awme slaawdos woe  Sighg o Tuntien, thea
Pl“““ﬁl of the nets 56 cloe Te Turtlts WAL m-T'ngt.m- To e
tn:'.n-i-‘u;f!_ i i) fean L owosdd ke them resecetne e h".‘_—}

ﬁwlﬁ_ﬁ'&nlt LThre or 4edesal Lawrs

-
E )
6= hm 7 Seprom by 1994

ea Blue MNissan TReck lm'i;’j laded  Lic® MWY 49 Hawan phere

Plesse loraw Wis \eTren to  Pae Biopa e PRl

(:‘)113{“'--11:1‘}
B e



DHVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Streel
Wailuku, Hawali 96793
Phone # (808) 243-5327
FAX #(B08)243-5326
December 5, 1995

To: Bill Devick, Acting Administrator
b
From: Skippy Hau, Aquatic Biologist
Subject. Green Turlle Recoveries From Jan. 1993 lo Nov. 1995

| reviewed our turtle file and pulled data for green turtle recoveries. From 1983, Brooks
Tamaye and | have responded to more than 75 turtle reports. This does not include
animals which return to the ocean or was released. In some instances, the turtie was
too large to handle. Shell measurements were taken whenever possible. Some
turtles were taken care of by DOCARE Officers or the County Department of Public
Works. In those instances, no assessment was done except for an approximate welght
or shell size,

H Number Recovered | External Tumors | Recent Shark Bite
1993 28 12 (43%%) 6 (21%)
1994 25 10 (40%) 2 (B%)
1995 22 17 (77%) 0 (0%)

L Total 75 39 (52%) 8 (11%)

The average turtle we handied was around 70.7 centimeters curved carapace length
and 64.7 centimeters curved carapace width. The average size was about 90 pounds.
Whenever possible, we've shipped fresh and frozen turtles from 10 to 220 pounds to
the Honolulu Laboratory of the National Marine Fisheries Service. Roughly 80 to 90%
of the turtles have been recovered from West and North shore locations. In the past
eleven months, 17 or 77% of the 22 turtles were recovered with tumors. None of the
dead turtles were shark bitten.

Using Cricket Graph, | ran a linear regression on the data for Maul turtles (Sea
altachments). The data should be used with caution. Many of the recovered turtles
were in an emacialed, undersize condition. Their weights were lighter than healthier
specimens and the shell sometimes appeared shrunken.

c: NiBs
George Balazs, NMFS
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Chelonia mydas Shell Length to Width Relationship
(1993 to 1995 Maui Turtle Recoveries)
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Chelonia mydas Shell Length to Weight Relationship
(1993 to 1995 Maui Turtle Recoveries)
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(36] From: Denise Ellis 8/14/96 1:46PM (1919 bytes: 32 1n)
| To: George Balazs
Subject: Follow up on Phone msg.
e e mmmme e Message Contents -------ecccm e na
>George @ Maui called to let you know that he has some input
=on locaticns of tumored turtles. He saw a group while
»diving and every one of the turtles had tumors on them. He
>thought you might be interested....

Talked with George and took down info he wanted to pass on.
He would like any info we could send, but he's also in
contact with Dale Zarrella who will also be giving him some
stuff and meeting with him sometime in the future.

George Copeland
B.O. Box 959

ui, HI 96753
Ph: BOB-BT74-8664

Went diving in a spot where most people don't go, off the
Menehune Shores in Kihei (500 yd swim to get out to site) .
Saw 8 turtlea (varying sizes), all tumored, golfball size
tumors on eyes and softball size on the flippers & neck.
Turtles were mostly in cracks and under rocks, slow but
alert. The area has an excessive amount of seaweed there
also. He wondered about a possible sewage leak in the area.
He would like to make observations if there is anything in
particular he should be locking for when he sees turtles.

Cne idea he had was: he wanted to identify all fish species
in a known cleaning area off 5 graves Mauil, then gee if those
fish are missing in the area he found with the tumored
turtles.. Thought perhaps lack of cleaning of paracites could
increage chances of tumors (interesting idea but not sure
what it would prove as those turtles could be visiting a
cleaning station elsewhere). Willing to take suggestions and
accomidate any requests you may have.
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Mational Ocaanic and Atmospheric Administration
HATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southveest Fisherles Solance Canter Honolulu Laboratory
2570 Dode 5t » Honolulu, Havall SEE822-33195
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May 7, 1996 F/8WC2:skm

Mr. Skippy Hau

DLNR-Divigion of Agquatic Resources
130 Mahalani Street

Wailuku, HI S&753

Dear Skippy,

I just wanted to inform you about a call our Law Enforcement
branch received this weekend regarding a dead sea turtle at
Maliko Gulch, Maui.

Mr. Manny Carabello called the U.5. Coast Guard who referred
him to the National Marine Fisheries Service-Law Enforcement. He
spocke with Agent Victor Honda. Mr. Honda relayed to us that Mr.
Carabello found a dead green turtle washed ashore on May 2, 19%%6.
It was about 31" long by 19" wide.

I spoke with Mr. Carabellc today and asked him for more
information. He said that he had seen this turtle swimming 50
yvards offshore about 4 days prior to finding it dead. It had two

1-1/2" by 1-1/2" tumors behind the right eye. He alsoc locked for
tage and found none.

He said that he would like to help the environment and would
lowve to wvolunteer his time and boat if we ever needed it. I
instructed him to contact you, since we are on Oahu. He said
that he would try to call you later. His address and phone
number is P.0O. Box 674, Makawao, 96768, 808-575-9%80. I have
mailed him some literature about sea turtles.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.
Thank you for your time.

-

sincerely;
fg‘mf.ruﬁfﬁf“é Wr ) o .

Shawn K. K. Murakawa
Research Associate, UH/JIMAR

cc rooks Tamaye
George H. Balazs
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DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI 4
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Street
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
FPhone # (808) 243-5327
FAX #(B0B)243-5326
May 31, 1996

To: Bill Davick, Acting Administrator
From: Elfgé:fl-lau, Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Dead Green Turtle Recovered From Napili Bay

On Wednesday afternoon, 29 May 1996, we received a call from Greg at Napill Kal
Beach Club (Ph.#668-6271). He reporied that a snorkeler found a turtle dead beneath
a ledge. The visitor brought the green turtle to shore and left it on the beach.

According to Greg, the turtle could have been killed by a gill net. (Brooks Tamaye and
a DOCARE Officer responded to the report of a shark and a dead turtle tangled in a gil
net on the previous day). He also said that three or four turtles were in the net. He
was not sure whether the turtles were dead or alive.

The green turtle had small tumors (2 cm.) on its eyes and base of the left front flipper.
There were no tags. The animal appeared bloated and was not likely alive when
found in the moming. The curved carapace length measured 67 centimeters (26.4
inches). The curved carapace width was 58.5 centimeters (23 inches). The turtle was
wrapped in a brown tarpaulin. Napili Kai maintenance personnel assisted me in
transporting the turile to the truck. It was kept overnight at the office and taken to the
Central landfill for disposal in the morning (30).

c: George Balazs, NMFS
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'\ U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
- ~ HATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES BERVICE
“ ‘f Southwest Flsharies Sclence Center Honolulu Laboratory
[ Sl 2570 Dole St +» Honoluly, Howsll 96822-2396
(B08)43-1221 = Fax: {B08)843-1290

April 29, 1996 F/SWC2:ghb

Mr. Skippy Hau

Agquatic Biologist

Divigion of Aguatic Resources
130 Mahalani Street

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793

Dear Mr. Hau:

I am writing to provide the results of cur necropsy and
evaluation of the green turtle found dead entangled in a canvas
bag in waters off Wailea on 11/21/95. We are appreciative that

the turtle was salvaged for research purposes and shipped to us
here in Honolulu,

The turtle was determined tc be an immature female in excellant
bedy condition. The straightline carapace length (with caliper)
measured 62.6 cm, and 68.5 cm in curved carapace length (using a
flexible tape). The turtle weighed 42.3 kg. There were no signs
of tumors or other gross evidence of disease or parasites of any
sort, either externally or internally. There were thick layers
of greenish fat in the body cavity, again strongly suggesting the
turtle was in a healthy condition prior to death. The stomach
and intestines were approximately 70% filled to capacity with
food, indicating that foraging had been actively taking place in
a normal manner. The fresh stomach contents were identified as
consisting almost entirely of the red alga,

capillacea (sometimes called Loloa in Hawaiian). This is not one

of the algae periodically invelved in the nuisance blooms on
Maui. :

The limb bones (humeri) of the turtle were removed and preserved
for future age estimation by cross-section counting of
dense/light bands. Based on the animal’‘s size and the known
growth rates of green turtles in Hawaiian Islands, I would
estimate this turtle to have been not less that 15 years old.




The circumstances under which the turtle was found strongly
suggest that drowning (forced submergence) relating to
entanglement was the cause of death. As you know, sea turtles do
not usually inspire water when unable to surface to breathe.
Instead, a glottal lock occcurs resulting in a comatose state and
eventual death. This case once again regrettably demonstrates
that man-made debris of all sorts is a distinct hazard to marine
animals in their environment.

Again, thank you for your help.

George HT Balazs
Zoologist, Marine Turtle
Research Program

cc

Mr. LeRoy Fries
Mr. Don Rhodes
Mr. Brooks Tamaye



(38] From: Shawn Murakawa 4/25/96 10:51AM (791 bytes: 9 1ln)

To: George Balazs

Subject: Skippy Hau

——————————————————————————————— Message Contents =-=--c-c-- - mmmmmmmama e oo
He just called and asked about the turtle from Wailea, Maui
on 11-21-95. It was found dead and entangled with a canvas
bag. I thought you had sent something back to the contact at
the Wailea, and Skippy wasn’t too sure. He also asked about
the diet that we found in the turtle., I told him that I
didn't think we had it analyzed yet. I told him I would
double-check with you whether or not you had sent a
"necropgy" report to the person. I teld him that either you
or I would call him back to leat him know. Thanks!



% av

DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahaiani Street

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793 } .
Phone # {En;azlda-saz? M, LRy P es
FAX #(80B)243-5326 - i AT S |
November 21, 1995 Grond wailea R0
I 2850 Waulear Alaniv
To: Bill Devick, Acting Administrator 7 Onves
From: .su%v” Hau, Aquatic Biologist Woilea, 1 o193

Subject: Dead Female Green Turtle FI?yé'r'ed From rﬁi;ilea

y - i
Around 10:30, Mr. LeRoy Fries. a scuba instructor Bt the Grand Wallea Resort
(Ph.#875-123 turtle that had drowned. He was

instructing a class at 10:15 when he found it tangled in the strap of a discarded canvas
bag. The bag was partially buried in the sand. Initially, Mr. Fries cut the strap to allow
the turtle to swim free. He then realized that it was dead. He brought the animal to
shore and contacted our office. '

At 11:20, | went to the beach and met with Mr_ Don Rhodes, manager of the beach
activities center. The turlle was on the sandy shoreline and appeared to have been a
healthy female green turtle. There were no tags or tumors. We wrapped it in a blue
tarpaulin and used a utility cart to transport it to my pickup truck.

At the activilies center, Mr. Fries reported that the animal had its right front flipper
tangled in the strap. He also reported that another turtle had a strange behavior. He
said it appeared fo be wedged in rocks and was swimming frantically. | asked him to
check if it had tumors or growths which could affect its buoyancy and swimming.

At 12:40, Mr. Rhodes put on some scuba and retrieved the canvas bag from about 16-
feet of water. Both Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Fries expressed interested in any information
about the dead turtle.

| returned to our office and took shell measurements. The curved carapace length
measured 68 centimeters (26.8 inches). The curved carapace width was 65
centimeters (25.6 inches). The turile and canvas bag were placed in two garbage
bags and a cardboard box.

At Aloha Airlines Cargo, | discovered the boxed turtle weighed 37 pounds, almost
twice the 50-pound weight limit we talked about. | asked Brooks to call George Balazs
for approval to ship. Approval was given and the box was sent.

c: George Balazs (NMFS)



MTRF USE ONLY:

TDPS:
LOGROOK
SEA TURTLE STRANDING QUESTIONNAIRE: (defingion of “stranding” is any injured, sick, dead, or acnormaly acting sea

turtie ashore). Mote: Due 1o personnei salety concems, we do not normaily go into the waler to sawage a unle. However, we

would like 1o record defais of such reporns.

To be filed out by swichboard operatos when no one is avasable 1o answer the telephone for the Marne Turtle Research

Program {ie. S, Koga x278, D. Ellis x276, and G. Balazs x240).

Mote: Mormal Manne Turtle Research Program personnel working hours are 7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday, After hours,
inciuding weekends and holidays, please refer the caller to 24-hr. Hotline S87-007T (Cahu), State Division of
Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DOCARE) or page our contracted Sea turtle Stranding Group at 288-5685.

(NOTE: this pager number should NOT be given out to the public.)

The purpose of this questionnaire is to heip faciitale a quick response (when appropriate and possdbile) 1o calls recewed from

the public and other agencies on stranded (e of dead) turties.

Person cafing: Date and time of calt___| L= 2| r"ﬂlg'; HoO
MName: VoA a l:-"‘l‘r'; E? w 'r-’l. A nd Phone;
Address: (optional) \ - ~=ERY IMPORTANT

Location JUJ 3
Where = {his turte located? TR

£ !'M-llr":"-j (-
NEEQ Mor-£ pP B

How cioge & i 1o the nearest access way7?

Turtle TR
Is the turtls afve or dead? A (\Q_) Uncertain

About how large is the turda? 2 -11-2%

{shell length)

oF "is it oo large for ana person to A7

Approx. weight of urtle?_______ |bs. 25ibs, 50 10
{or circle one abowve)

3
muanmanM?MM Y

oLl ]

200ibs.

Wit Caplaa loﬂ.fﬁ On k.

{iLe. small. intact or nat, ete.) x

Are there any obvious signs as to the cause of death or njury?

Any evidencs of Bw enforcemant violation?
If yes, plaase brefly descnibe:

Assurs the person that the turtle will be atended to and/or someone wi call them back just 8s soon as humanly possile.
(When invahing normal werking hours). Personnel and other resource liMitations may cause delays. If the person
indicates that thers is a law enforcement problem, ask them to also call 541-272T NMFS Law Enforcement Office at the
Federal Building. Explain briefly that the office they nave caled is the Research branch and that we will also be invotved
responding fo & turtie siranding that retates fo law enforcament, but anlv = uniSean with an enforcemant agent. For MTRP
personnel, a response will onty be possible duning nomal working hours and only when there = sufficient working hours

remaming i the day to accomplish the job

f' iy
Mama of persan filing out thes quastonnadre:; T:} ,I'|,_.,5

If the parson is caling from a neighbor island, and no one can be contacied in the Manne Turtle Research Program, please
record the person’s name and phone number and ask him or hes to call the State DOCARE office or Division of Aguatic

Rasourcea Office located on their island,

Big island: Hilo - §33-4281: or Kona - 3233141

Molokai: 56T-BE1E

Lanal: 565-6688 Aty
Kauai: 241-3521 '
Maui: 243-5414

- Pl ot Moka
(oA oo [1-23-47, 62 54
Mo Toue &, st TUmors S, e {%T Vo Pul I AL 'ﬁ"i"_}?ir’



SEA TURTLE NECROPSY/TUMOR FORM

NECROPSY DATE: {2 /\9 09

STRANDING ID, DATE AND LOCATIONM:

ACVO] FCSGIPNT WA h W08 )
Lo Wik
i 2- b))

Z W-2A-G9

I
PERSON RECORDING DATA: %_4

AfdBAL
AT

DESCRIPTIVE REMARKS:

X P LTSyl (ke nearopsy oVt

k.

Aealid notthie |phveen i1 magmald

yTr

;"EL, and ot cnfruds daom jong

i

TAGS: w SEX: MALE, FEMALE OR =
// e & O
STRAIGHT CARAPACE-LENGTH: 26 - WIDTH: ]45 - S
NOTCH LENGTH: (a2.2 PPS (Y/N): N/
CURVED CARAPACE LENGTH: bp 5 1| wioms: ’ o
HEAD WIDTH: g 5 3
TAIL LENGTH: T | |5 n [ © 0o - L,
RIGHT FRONT FLIPPER WIDTH: ha £ Humen \y
PLASTRON LENGTH: " + Poreshomad; Sotioi il

B0, 3

WEIGHT:

G304 °




LOCATION, SIZE, AND NUMEER OF TUMORS

#1 #2 #3 #4 TOTAL

REMARES

RT. EYE

LT. EYE

MOUTH

HECK

RFF

LFF

RHF

LHF

CLOACR /TAIL

SEAMS /SCUTES

INTERNAL

TOTAL

OTHER INFORMATION:

APPROXIMATE TUMOR SIZE CATEGORIES:

#1 = DETECTABLE PATCH TO 1CM DIAMETER
#2 = =1CM TO 4CM

#3 = >4CM TO 10CH

#4 = >10CH

TUMOR SCORE:




[62] From: Denise Ellis 1/25/96 4:18PM (2096 bytes: 35 1n)
To: George Balazs, Shawn Murakawa
Subject: call from Skippy
------------------------------- Message Contentl =——=-————s=ssmmmmmm—eeeeessssse——
Skippy Hau called. giving us a heads up, said fishermen have
seen a weak turtle at Ukumehame west before Lahaina, tumored,
comes ashore in the morning but DAR hasn't seen/gotten 1t
yet. Asks if they do retrieve turtle do you want them to
send it over here?? Most likely less than 100 lbs.

Other items:

1) Seems most of the turtle strandings are coming in on the
south side (1 Malaea Bay, 1 Kihei = both tumored). Wondered
if any work has been done (on Maul turtles in particular) on
Iz location of tumors, (On front (includes neck, eyes and
cocl mouth), vs all flippers -- any difference?).
P TR Y AT
j E;J-j?%ﬁ Exoparacites on tumored turtles-- are there more than one ||
~  gpecies?? I mentioned the main paracite seen on and around '
;f the tumors were leeches. Has there been anything done to id
(______ more than these?

1
'\-. o
R

=

3] What was the status of Kahana turtle sent in by Brooks??
I updated him on turtle, mentioned it had been run over by
surfboard and was patched up by Dr. Morris and as of right
now we were holding it and treating it at Kewalo. Mentioned
also that it had mouth tumors and seemed to have difficulty
breathing but we were watching it's progress. Would like an
update on it as he was off island for business when this
turtle came in and I guess someone asked him about it..

/" 4) Status of turtle found in canvas bag.. Would like
o results of necropsy done on this one, to pass on to person
% who found.. Said contact had photographed turtle the day
; . before it was found dead with flipper entangled in canvas bag
N = that was full with sand.. Did we find any thing outstanding?
AL

24 A

1o (I said I'd check to see if we'd done it yet and make a note
"1 7] to send him the infe.

i
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Pager2, January 18 - January 25, 1996 LAHAINA NEWS

Surfers rescue sick
turtle in Kahana

KAHANA — Surfers at “5Turns" Tharsday browght @ wounded green seéa turtle to shore. the believed wictim
of 2 codlision with 2 waverider,

Bt (eonge Balazs, an expert on sea turtes, believes the animal was hit by a spear or an owthoard engine
prop and wis already wounded when surlers found it
. "We serloasly question that that type of injury caused ie” said Babars, the leader of the Marine Turte
Besezrch Program with the National Marine Fisheries Service in Hanobuhe

Surfers put (he small turth: on 2 board and lifted it out of the water, Calls to palice were referred w
Brooks Tamaye and Skippy Haw of the state Department of Land & Natural Resoarces' Division of Aquatic
Resources. They took the animal end then shipped it to Honolule on Friday moming,

The turtle is now under the care of a Kaihm veterinarian contracted by NMFS. Hunting green sea turtles
in Hawail is prohibited, and the animals are afforded special protection under the Endangered Species Act,
along with hampback whales and Hawaiian monk seals.

Balazs, who has been stodying turtles for 23 years, said that turtles wsually keep dear of surfers, but when
collisions oceur, the surfboard is wsually the only thing damaged. Their shells have tremendoss weight and
heardmess. Batars said.

He and the veterinarian's staff believe 2 hesvy and sharp object cat the urte, because the wound Is 5o
dhean. A surfhoard skeg would probably knick or bounce off the shell

Balars said the wound is not life-threatening, but the tfurtle has a far greater problem — tumors in s
mouth that sre obstructing its hreathing.

“The outlook for the turde is not very bright, not becasse of the wound . . . the bigger problem is the
tumor disease it bis” be commented.

Once the wound is cared for. the veterinarian will remove the glottal tumors. Tamors that are surgically
remorved often returm, he said

The turtle thar was injured Thursday may have been weak and spending all of ifs time on the sarface.
Badazs s he is surprised the aninsad didn't beach itself




DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI

7% DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES

70 SOUTH HIGH STREET, Room #201
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (BOB) 244-2072

April 11, 1994
To: George Balazs, Wildlife Biologist
From: Skippy Hau, Aguatic Biologist

Subject: Dead Turtle Recovered With Tags in Kahului Harbor

At 11:00, on Sunday, 10 April 1984, DOCARE Officer Stanley Okamoto recovered a
large dead female green turtle at Kahului Harbor. It had three tags on its front flippers.
The tags were consecutively numbered from 5443, 5444, to 5445. The turtle had a
large gash near its right hind flipper. The officers feit it may have been caught in the
propeller of a large vessel or cruise ship. The left hind flipper was stubbed and
appeared to be healed from earlier wounds.

According to Officer Okamoto, the animal did not appear to have tumors present.
Extra photographs wera provided by Officer Okamoto.

Attachment Photos
c: DAR - Oahu



ATTACHMENT 1.

GREEN TURTLE PHOTOGRAPHS
BY OFFICER STANLEY OKAMOTO
APRIL 10, 1994
KAHULUI HARBOR, MAUI

1. Beached turtle

2. Close-up
of injury




ATTACHMENT 2.

GREEN TURTLE PHOTOGRAPHS
BY OFFICER STANLEY OKAMOTO
APRIL 10, 1994
KAHULUI HARBOR, MAUI

3. Hind flippers




[33] From: Shawn Murakawa 11/21/55 9:57BM (2009 bytes: 18 1n)
“To: George Balazs
Subject: Skippy Hau
——————————————————————————————————— Forwarded =---c--c-c-mmmmmmmma e
From: George Balazs at ~NMFS-HONO 11/21/95 B:05AM (1835 bytes: 19 1n)
To: Scot Yamashita at ~NMFS-LE
Receipt Reguested
cc: Vic Honda at -NMFS-LE, Pam Fujiwara at -NMFS-LE, Tom Friel at -NMFS-LE,
Shawn Murakawa, Denise Ellig, William Gilmartin
Subject: Skippy Hau
———————————————————————————— Forwarded with Changes -------------ccmmmmmmmaaaaca
From: Shawn Murakawa 11/21/95 &:22AM (1009 bytes: 12 1n}
To: George Balagzs
Subject: Skippy Hau
S m o m e mmmmesmmeea oo Message Contents -------——----commmmcmemecccaaas
He just called. He wanted to report that a woman had called
him to inform him that she saw a man, this past Saturday
11/16/95
around 5:50, with a turtle upside down in the bed of his gray
p/u truck. The turtle was 1-1/2 to 2 feet long. When she
asked what he was doing he said that he was tagging turtles.
Skippy wanted to double-check that no one was there tagging
turtles. I stated that no one on Maui was authorized from
our program to tag any turtles---only DAR people. This
happened at Kealia Beach, between Maalaea and Sugar Beach.
Skippy said that he will be contacting Keith Keaau, DOCARE,
and the Fish & Wildlife Service. He also gave the phone
numbers to the lady for future references.

SCOT- FOR YOUR INFORMATIONW. SINCE THIS INVOLVES THE FALSE EXCUSE OF THE MAN
DOING "TAGGING", I'D LIKE TO RECOMMEND TO YOU THAT LE FURSUE SOME
INVESTIGATION. RECALL THAT THIS SAME LIE WAS STATED BY THE MEN KILILMNG THE
TURTLE AT PUNALUU ON THE BIG ISLAND (TOM'S CASE). ONE OF THE PERSON'S
SUBSEQUENTLY SERVED 30 DAYS HARD TIME AT HALAWA HIGH SECURITY. PLELRSE LET ME
EHOW IF YOU WILL HAVE AN AGENT INVESTIGATE. MAHALC, GEORGE BALAZS
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: Wi
y 1,.-} DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MALUI
L s &l
||-1

gt (}”ﬁ_;_ DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
;,a.r' & L=y 130 Mahalani Street
S R & Wailuku, Hawail S6793
XN g Phone # (B0B) 243-5327

FAX #(808)243-5326
September 7, 1995

To: Bill Devick, Program Manager
From: Skippy Hau, Aquatic Biologist
Subject: Dead Turtle Recovered At Lahaina Harbor Entrance

Around 11:15, Mr. Patrick Grady (Ph.#661-4614) of the tour vessel Kaulana called to
report a dead turtle they found floating near the Lahaina Harbor entrance. Fhe He=

recovered the carcass around 11:00.

| went to the harbor to pick up the turtie, It was a dead fermale green turtle with tumars
on its eyes, neck and base of its flippers. There were no tags or other signs of injury
The animal appeared to be slightly emaciated. The curved carapace length measured
62 centimeters (24.4 inches). The curved carapace width was 56.5 centimelers (222
inches). It weighed around 47 pounds. Alaae was growing on the dorsal shell. The
turtle had been wrapped in two plastic garbage bags. The animal appeared to have
leeches or other parasites present on tumors around the neck region.

After returning to Kahului, | called Shawn (Ph.#943-1276) of the Mational Marine
Fisheries Service 1o see if they were interested in the carcass. They wanted the dead
lurtle so it was repacked with newspaper, the orlginal garbage bags and placed in a
third garbacge bag to prevent leakage. It was placed in a cardboard box and shipped
throuah Aloha Airines Cargo to Honolulu.

o Georae Balazs - NMFS

Attachment



PHOTO ATTACHMENT 1
Thursday, September 7. 1995
| Kahului DLNR Baseyard
Time 1330

1. Dorsal view

2. Ventral view
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Dead sea turtle washeé ashore

WMMMMTMHHMHMTHMHM
a dead green sea furtle to a conservation officer’s truck in Kaanapaki.
mmmwwwmmmhﬂmw fonday momee

Department of Land and Natural Resources aquatic
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and died from B _ and & A
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the first repon of a dead turtle on Hn.l'nﬂllﬂ:la"innhrum“
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on that side of the island.”
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Seaweed must be controlled

Muohalo to Brian Perry Tor the seaweed antlcle
{Aug. 200 1 Feel Brian did an excellent job showing

the problein, e frustcation and the privale money -

being dumped inio the bottomless pil of algae
cleannp, The EIH!IIrIE prognosis as staled by Wendy
Wiltse, "1 think we're going o be stuck with this
;algae cleanup problem for some time in the Tutare," is
nof a progosis with which I'm willing io zerile.

I we've pol the money o create the problem, then
we must come up with the money o cormect the prob-
lem. Chir system of government allows our society o
pay Tor its needs by special vse taxes. Dur roads,
schonls and numerous other services are provided in
thod ways o @ v b0 '

IF w2 insisd on dumping witrates indo lhe ocean by
imeans of Fertilizers and sewnge injection pumps, ten
it’s time we placed a special use tax on the chemienls
and levy a tax on each gallon of sewage When we
quil using outhouses, nol everyone felt they could af-
Ford indoor plumbing. When we starl domping pollu-
tanis indo the ocean, we need to belly op o the bar and
pay the thh.

I also find it interesting that an alarming number of
our sea turthes now have lumors growing on them.
Are we an naive to think that our algae problem is not
redmied to the sea tortle tumons? 1 doubt ihal algae cre-
ates fumors, but the niraies aliesing our ncean envi-
rominent are sndoubtedly allecting o broad baze of
our delicate system,

The cownty seems to think in terms of dollars and
ceirs (ol senze). Wihat will happen o our local econ-
omy when tourists start electing to go to ather por-
adise islands that have clear water and don’t have ihe
stench drifting across their dining 1ables?

| ; Ron Lando-Brown

Lalinlnn

— M i) Mews - Awg. 29 FFC

etters

Put seaweed to use

Thnk you for your excellent story
on the seaweed plaguing our beaches
{Aug. 20). Fast growing hypnea algne

. will make oiur blus Hawalian walers

look like mud ard smell like worse if
1::' ignore the problem. We shoukd re-
cycle seaweed like any other wasie

" and attempt to stop the problem from

ading while we =till can, as

;E::hu lgrm Maul are already in-
fested. S

The county contends there isn 't

_ enough money around to properly

clean up the seaweed, yel my propos-
. als for seaweed cleanups have been
. rejected by the Lingle administration

even when furds have been approved

by the County Council.

Last yeas; | proposed an economic
wse for seaweed, composting, so that

it would become an asse! instead of &

. burden to the taxpayers. The County

Council expressed mmeqﬂ i: :
my idea, and sent a cating
1'cl.ul-:lrl.lhi fund my project, Project fund-
ing was ultimately denied by the
Lingle administration, | performed

" the work re less, with excellent
. results, with help from Campaign

. Recycle Maui and the Maui

Recyeling Serviee.
I-:c - proached the state with a

al for an ocean-based cleanup
E; examine the feasibility of ocean
harvesting of algas, but it too was re-
jecied

Anyone with any experience

. knows that bagging seaweed onshore

£

and trucking it to the county landfill is
ridbculuu!ﬁh counly subsidizes re-

© eyeling to the' tune of over a million

dollars annually; surely it can spend
some of our money lo help turn Avi-
sance seaweed into a useful agricul-

. ural product, while saving cur ocean

. weater's nd beaches’ pristine reputa-

tion In the process,
¥ Mark Merritie
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Don’t forget
to try the food

By Joan Clarke
Advertiser Food Editor

auveral a group
of chefs mfmms re-
sort hotels conspired to put
Hawail on the food map
when they created Hawaii
Regional Cuisinae,

Mo doubt you've heard
the names of these chefs
and about their food. Here's
where you can find them
around Islands:

Sam Sarm 5 FHastau-
ﬂmhmwmw

Roger Dikom: Maul Prince Hatal
in Makens, Mau
“:unummmwﬂ

Amy Ferguson-0ia: Fitz-Cariton
Maung Lanl, Kohals Coast

Beverly Gennon: Halimalle Gen-
eral Gioro, Maui

Jean-Marle Josselin: A Pacific
Cale, Kapaa, Kayal A Pacifie Ca-
fe, Kihed, Kauai

George Mavrothalassitis: La
Mar a1 the Halekulani Hoted, Hono-
by, Cahy'

Peler Martiman; Marriman's in
Mamuala, Howall: Hulss Grill in
Kaanagall

Phillppe Padovant Mansle Bay
Hotel, Lanal

Gary Strehl: Prince Court at the
Hawail Prince Hotel, u

Alan Wong: Formerly of the
murm Lani,soon to open in Hong-

Foy Yameguchi: '8 in Ha-
wes Kal, Oahu; Roy's In
Kahann, Msul; Poy's Kahang Bar
and Grll In Kahana, Meaui Rey's
Poipu Bar and Grill In Poipu, Kay-
.
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Maui's southwest coasstline in
the late 1960s.
In 1971 A&B had the first
course up and ;

d in 1976, the resort's first
hotel, the Maui
Inter-Continental, was opened.
Today, the 1,500-acre resort
boasta five resort hotels (three
of them opened unaedgiﬁm;. a
shopping center, condos, a
14-court tennis club and, of
i odon!

Hesorvations: (808) 870-1958, =
Here's a look at the hotels.

B STOUFFER WAILEA

BEACH RESORT

Kamasina rates: Mountain view,
§99; nﬂumidl. $13%; full ocean,

Wailea was N

$150. (Brochure retes renge from
$260 for mountsin view to 5380
for full ocean view.) Phone: (808)
bT9-4800,

On the north end of the re-

Bort, little uom
Beach, ie the Stouffer W,
Beach Resort. Constructed in

1978, the Stouffer {s the second
oldest hotel In Wailea. It's a
low-rise hotel with an older, is-
land feel often lacking in the
newr.mwmr: mgﬂlitﬁ; hotel de-
: a8 a bright,
gﬁrﬁ.ﬂ lobby that {s suffused
with a soft, golden light, and
gome of the best lan od
ounde in the resort.
“room hotel §5 home to Raf-
fles restaurant where you can
fcet some award-winning Pacif
Rim cuisine. And last but

m

not least, many local
folks ﬂinh the Btouffer has
one of the best Sunday brunch-
£8 on the island,

One nice touch: All the

Kamasine rate: Garden view,
§$139 up to $198, ocean fromt.
{ retes range from $199
m view 1o 5318 ocesn
Phone: (B08) 879-1922,

Perhaps the thing to do at
the Maui Inter-Continental Re-
gort, the next hotel down the
beach from the Stouffer, would
be to take a well-thumbed

—
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ipet-writer Don

rostaurant, Blanding

Wi? in dHawnii fmmmiﬂiﬂﬂtn
and wrote extengiv

bout the Islands. Ho eveninal-

: to be known ag Ha-

"ﬂ !ﬂ [} L]

of Aloha,
nd was the state's unofficial
oet laureate,

Blanding ani srapon e

lead for the hotel's Hula

| Festival contest,

mmmamrmmw
wi:hmlnhulaﬂmtﬂt'inh:l_.h
hﬁ.ﬂmmhumfﬂrmﬁ-xud
women over the age of 18, Ang
for the past 15 years, the the
hnmhubﬂunthedtnnfalﬂ
held the same
day as the hula competition
Check with the hotel for dates
on this year's competition,

For tlﬁpgranﬁht,ihe In-

= 8 i}
e kamaaina package which al-

enormons n-air lobby that
rung the l?mp.;th of T.h':ymaln
bl « It jusl completed a

f fos g illion
o o ' m renovi-
The Inte

walian topics

lows

following options: An upgrada’
la A suite, an adjoining room
for half-price, your third night
frea. $25 food or beverage
credit or double bonus miles ar
points with participating air=

Kamaaine rates are $225, (Bro-
chure rates run from $370 10
$580.) Phone: (808) 875-1234;
resarvations: (800) 8886100, -

Next doar, it's h:ll:ll!'. wg_
everywhere in what s proba-,
bly Maui's most elaborately de-
slgned resort hotel, the Gr i
Wailga Resort Hote] & Spa.

E here, it seems, is
cenlmhﬁ-ﬁmd water. From
the moment

pass the huge
waterfall at the hotel's porte

CREre you are congcious of

| P B :

Ll




. MATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwast Flaherles Sclence Center Honolulu Laboratory
2570 Dole 5t « Honolulu, Hawall 968222398
(B0S)E43-1221 » Fax: (BO8)843-1290

it U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
f \ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
B/

May 1, 1995 F/SWC2:ghb

MEMO TO: Mr. Skippy Hau
Mr. Brooks Tamaye
Dr. Roger Kehler

FROM: George Balazs
Marine Turtle Research Program
Honolulu Laboratory

SUBJECT: Fibropapillomatosis of Hawaiian green turtles- research
efforts utilizing stranded animals.

I thought it would be helpful to supply each of you with an
assortment of recent reports and publications relating to

studies of tumored green turtles in both Hawaii and Florida. A1l
of the work reported here has been undertaken by our laborato

on a contractual and/or collaborative basis with wildlife disease
spacialist and immunologists.

Important elements of this work include the use of fresh dead or
freshly euthanized turtles determined to be doomed and unable to
survive in the wild and/er hopeless for captive rehabilitation
efforts. We are dedicated to making the highest research use of
such animals. Presently, Dr. Robert Morris (Makai Animal Clinic)
and Dr. Thierry Work (National Biological Service) are available
here in Honolulu to perform euthanasia, when called for, followed
by comprehensive necropsies including histology and parasitology
work-ups. In addition, for special purposes we send freshly
euthanized turtles packed in ice by Federal Express to
researchers on the United States mainland.

All three of you on Maui have made valuable contributions of time
and talent to the efforts to unravel the cause and mode of
transmission of this debilitating disease affecting Hawaii's sea
turtles. I want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you
for your involvement and to encourage your continued
participation in matters relating to the welfare of stranded
turtles and other protected wildlife. Except when I am away on
travel, I am always available and eager to speak to you by phone
on any matter relating to a stranded turtle. Dr. Morris has
expressed similar sentiments of desiring to assist on any case of
this nature.

Again, I appreciate the contributions each of you have made.
cc

Dr. Robert Morris
Mr. Eugene Nitta




[21] From: Eugene Nitta 4/19/95 7:21AM (1113 bytes: 15 1ln)
To: George Balagzs
Subject: Re: Dr. Morris
——————————————————————————————— Message Contents ----mecccmmmmman L
Gene- I just did a follow-uop conversation based on your talk wit Skip. He
of course’ is very agreeable to telephone consultations BEFORE ne opys. He
did, however, want to know if you had a similar conversation with Dr. Kehler
in order to clarify the point of consultation being necessary. Have you
spoken to him yet? If not, Bob (and I} fe=l that yvou need to. We can’t
assume that everything from your conversation was relaved by Bkip to Dr.

Kehler. Thanks, gen.l o

I spoke with Roger yesterday. He was more than willing to consult on
animals brought to him for evaluation., He has phone #s for
me, you, and Bob M inic}). I stressed the point of
outside groups perhaps getting excited about euthanasia and
that I was concernedl about protecting him and us from
unwarranted criticism. I don‘t think there will be a

problem with this, C‘;
ene A, 1T

Srd

i
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[28] From: Shawn Koga 4/21/95 7:1BAM (2037 bytes: 31 1n)

To: George Balazs

Subject: for next weak

———————————————————————————— Forwarded with Changes --------=-cmecacooo oo
From: George Balazs 4/20/95 8:34AM (455 bytes: 5 1n)

To: Shawn Koga

Subject: for next week

——————————————————————————————— Meesage Contentg =-----—— - cmmmmmcmme oo
I think this is the turtle you meant, but it was actually sent by

Brooks.

4-30-93 T. Gutina via B. Tamaye (DLNR-Maui}

Kahului Bay (Paukukalo)
cM F Weight=205.0#
EL=94 . B SW=73.3
CL=102.0 CW=90.0

N=94.8 P=75.1
Head=12.8 RFFaf
T=26.0 C=16.5

Found alive fleoating with mild emaciation. Brought to shore

by Ms. Gutina and her relatives. FFjand LHF bitten off by a

shark. Shipped to NMFS in Honolulu wvia Alcha Air Cargo.

Taken to Dr. Morris for EU: Sodium Pentobarbitol through

heart on 5-1-%3. Mild emaciation. FF{and LHF freshly

amputated. LFF down to distal end of flipper and RFF down to

radius/ulna. Leech eggs. RHF healed large v-notch. 2 short

glashes on chin. Small extra scute between 1st-2nd central.

Atrophied R. eye, likely blind. Engraving from 1990 not

visible. G.I.T. 10% full. No shelled eggs in oviduct,

~1025 eggs @ 31.5#. BSamples: humeri, tags, L. femur, skin

barnacles in 10% formalin, liver/lipid, and upper stomach

contents saved.

No tumors. ; j i o

Tags: 8468/8469/8470/8471 put on E-Ia-aagnaiihufaTlFaJiiﬂi,l'?fa

-

Months (year or years?) ago we had a live very large adult turtle shipped us
from Maui (Hau). It had a front flipper recently amputated by a shark.
Maybe you recall it. In any event, please dig up all info out of tdps we
have on it. Was in euthanized? Used by Alonso or? Or tagged and released?
thanks, geo.
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DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Street
Wailuku, Hawaii 98793
Phone # (B0B) 243-5327
FAX #(B08)243-5006

March 28, 1995
To: Bill Deavick, Program Manager
From: py Hau, Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Weak Turtle Beached at Maliko

On Friday, 24 March 1995, about 12:37 pm, Chris (Ph.#579-9628) called to report a
turtle at Maliko Bay near the boat ramp side. | found a green turtle with tumors on both
eyes, neck and base of its flippers. The turtle appeared too weak to get back into the
water. The animal was wrapped in a plastic tarp and dragged to my pickup truck. An
motorcycle rider named Walt assisted me in lifting the turtle on to the bed.

The curved carapace length measured 79 centimeters (31 inches). The curved
carapace width was 71.5 cenfimeters (28 inches). Dr. Roger Kehler's Office was
informed of the situation. The turtle was taken to Dr. Kehler who helped euthanize it
through Injection.

The carcass was taken to the Central landfill on Saturday morning, 25 March 1995.

c¢: DOCARE - Maui
George Balazs - NMFS



\
C)Q(}iﬁq; H_C:; DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI

i DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 Mahalani Strest
\}r{ Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (808) 243-5327
FAX #808)243-5006

April 12, 1995
To: Bill Devick, Program Manager
From: Ski au, Aguatic Biologist

Subject: Dead Turtle Retrieved From Ukumehame Shoreline

On Sunday, & April 1985, Mr. Emmat Rodrigues of the Sharriffa Department contacted
Lahaina Police Department. The Police Department dispatch contacted me at home to
relay the report of a turtle at Ukumehame. Sergeant DeMello was not sure if the turtle
was alive or not. | responded and found Mr. Rodrigues with his family at the beach.

He reported that Mr. Bill Worcester (Ph.#572-4527) was kayaking when he came

across a turtle floating in the water. He retrieved the floating carcass about 50 to 75
yards from shore.

It was a female green turtle with fumors. There were no tags. Tumors were found on
the eyes, neck, around the tail and base of its flippers. The animal was wrapped in a
blue tarp and with the assistance of Mr. Rodrigues and an unidentified male, carried it
to my pickup truck. The curved carapace length measured 88.5 centimeters (34.8
inches). The curved carapace width was 79.5 centimeters (31.3 inches).

The carcass transported to the Central landfill after 06:30 am the next moming.

¢: DOCARE - Maui
George Balazs - NMFS



Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 15:04:24 -1000 (HST)
From: John.Pye@mccada.mauice.Hawaii.Edu

To: gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu

Subject: Turtles

Hi George:

Well, we got out for only cone dive yesterday because the
conditione weren‘t the best. We went off n% ive ves; (near
Makena Landing) because people say there are always turtles
there. In fact, quite a few dive boats go there probably for
that reason. We were in the water early enough to beat most of
the boata. We Baw -turtles only) but all within about 25
yards of each other sitting on the reef. They are cbviously used
to divera and made no attempt to move while we loocked them over.
It would have been simple to catch them and get them to the
surface. They all looked clean and free of tumors and were all
about 2-2 1/2 feet total length {including head). One had tags

and I was numbers from the two rear flippers
{they -9 and K-10} Donna saw a tag on one of the fron
£ perg (she couldn't remember which one, but the number was

{®-7]y Hopefully you!ll know the info on this turtle.

1
a geveral other spots we’'ve heard about and we tried to
go with us (I hope I've got his name right., I'm going
now) on Supnday but he had previcus commitments. I
think it woitld be great to get you over here so we could all
check out some, spots and get scme work done, but my biggest
concern is that\we accomplish encugh to justify your trip for
you. That's why keep thinking we need to check these sites out
thoroughly before ving\you over. We can do any way you think
would be best. \

This week ies looking Etfy bad for us here right now also due to
continuing budget cris and heavy worklcocads. If we can work out
a time after your trip ididn’'t you have one coming up soon?} I
can get some students together for that and we can scout out a
few more aresasg. L |

What do you think? Talk to you scon! :LI:‘?""“E).Q;L _'*\
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A
L) {E} A1 {)'HJ STATE OF HAWATI

m Department of Land and Matural Besources
ivision of Aquatic Resources - Maui
130 Mahalani St
Wailuku, Hawaii 26793
(808) 243.5294

February 28, 1995

Memaorandum:

To: William Devick, Program Manager

Through: Randy Honebrink, Education Coordinator

From: Brooks Tamaye, Information Specialist - Maui &7

Subject: Turtle on Shore at Olowalu

Yesterday, [ received a call from Linda Nelson the caretaker of Camp Pecusa at Olowalu, She
wanted to report a turtle that had come ashore and possibly dug a nest. On 2/26/95, at
approximately 11:00 a.m., a camper notified her of a turtle on the beach. According to Linda the
turtle had tumors on both eyes, although one eye was worse than the other. She also noticed what
she thought were signs of a nest. It appeared to her that the sand was more disturbed than if the
turtle had come up and just rested. There also appeared 1o be a depression, The turtle seemed
confused as it tried to climb a ste.eﬁ bank. They faced it in the direction of the water and it swam
away. This morning [ inspected the site with Norman Nelson (Linda’s Hushand). He pointed out
the location , it was hard to get an exact spot because the high tide had pretty much washed away
most of the markings. It didn’t appear that a nesting had occurred. Norman felt that maybe the
turtle may have come ashore because of its condition. This seems like the most likely reason. If
time permits, a follow-up inspection will be conducted in about 2 months.

c: George Balazs, NMFS
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DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MALUI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
130 MAHALANI STREET
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (808) 243-5327 or 243-5294
Fax #(B0B) 243-5006
December 15, 1994

To: Paul Kawamoto, Program Manager

From: Bk%’ﬁau, Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Green Turtle Found Beached at Maliko Gulch

On Thursday, 14 Seplember 1994, at 1015, Van recelved information about a turtle on
the sand area near Maliko boat ramp. The turtle had fumors and was still alive. The
person who found the turtle said that one eye was out of its socket.

During the moming, we were involved with fish surveys at Honolua Bay and was not
able to respond until the afternoon. | went to Maliko Bay and recovered the turtle
around 1445. The turtle had tumors on its head neck and around both front flippers.
The location around its tail and hind flippers did appear to have tumors. The turtle had
no tags. The curved carapace length measured 72.5 centimeters (28.5 inches) and
the curved carapace width measured 64.5 centimeters (25.4 inches).

Dr. Roger Kehler was contacted and arrangements were made for him to check the
turtle. The turtle was transporied to his Kihei clinic around 1530. Dr. Kehler found the
tumors on both eyes had fully incapacitated the turtle and decided to euthanize it. At
1615, the carcass was disposed of at the Central landfill.

¢: NMFS (George Balazs)



TURTLE RDUVOCACY GROUP - MAUI

CALL TO ACTION - MALUAKA REEF DECEMEBRBER 13, 1994

A herd of some 24 bony, Hawaiian Green Sea Turtles, lives under the ledges and on
the reef at Maluaka Point just to the south of the Prince Hotel. Honu is protected
under the Endangered Species Act. In recent months the volume of ecotourism and
big boar traffic on the reef has increased sigificantly. On Thanksgiving morning 1994,
four big tour boats pur some five hundred people into the water in a period of two
hours.

This large-scale intrusion into the green rurtles’ habirar disturbs their resting, feeding
and sleeping cycles, and disperses the turtles from their normal herd grouping, In the
days since Thanksgiving, there have been fewer than six turtles on the reef.

BOAT OWNERS AND BOAT CAPTAINS:

Can you ger rogether and plan 1o cycle through the different reef destinations on

Maui so that habitat intrusion is minimal? Purtting large numbers of people out on
the reef disperses the animals, and crowds the reef for the tourists you are serving,
When the boats arrive at different hours, the trip is more likely to produce the
intimate swimming with the turtles that makes your boat trip the highlight of a
person’s time on Maui.

SCUBA DIVERS:

Please don't go under the ledges 1o bring the turtles out. This is out-and -out
harassment of the sea turtles and is strictly illegal. The turtles are in retreat when

they go under the ledges and caves, which are their places of privacy. Let them be
undisturbed in their cycles of resting and sleeping, and in their response to ocean
conditions. Have the grace to allow the turtles to come gut according their own
thythms.

THANK YOU FOR RESPECTING THIS THREATENED SPECIES,

TAG - MAUT (572-5940) in association with

THE PACIFIC WHALE FOUNDATION (879-8860).

Enforcement of the Turtle Protection Laws is the charge of

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE, HONOLULU (541-2727),
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December 1, 1994

Mr. George Balazs
NOAA-National Marine Fisheries
SWFC Honolulu Laboratory

2570 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822-2396

Dear Geocrge:

Attached are three(3) photos of the turtle plastron I discussed with
Shawn. HNot wvisible in the photos are some spider webs and dead insects
in the corners, indicating it's not very fresh.

Officer Larry Pacheco of our DOCARE-Maui office is requesting an identifi-
cation. It was seized coincidentally in another unrelated case,

Your assistance in this will be appreciated. If you have any questions,
please contact me at the above listed number.

Sincerely,;

_z_:_‘fl-i'f- - :"::.. ML

i

Brooks Tamaye
Information Specialist

c: Dfficer Pacheco
DAR-Oahu Office o
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; DIVISION OF AQUATIC RESOURCES - MAUI
y DEPARTMENT OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES
: 70 SOUTH HIGH STREET, Room #201
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone # (808) 244-2072

August 9, 1994

———
To: Paul Kawamoto, Program Manager
From: Skippy Hau, Aquatic Biologist

Subject: Another Dead Turtle Recovered at Kahului

This morning, DOCARE Officer Stanley Okamoto recovered a green turtle with tumors
from the Maui Police Department. The turtie was accidentally captured with a gill net
in Honokeana, West Maui. | met Officer Okamoto at the DLNR baseyard in Kahului.
He said the green turtle appeared to have been injured from its capture in the gill net.
There was bleeding from injuries to tumors on both eyes.

Most of the tumors were less than one inch and found on its neck, at the base of both
front flippers and covering both eyes. There were no visible tumors at the base of the
hind flippers or its tail. I appeared to be emaciated for its shell size. Arrangements
were made to take the turtle to Dr. Roger Kehler's office in Kihei, There were no tags.
The curved carapace length measured 59 centimeters (23.2 inches) and the curved
carapace width measured 53 centimeters (20.9 inches).

Dr. Kehler confirmed that the turtle appeared to be too weak and impaired by tumors
covering both eyes. He decided to euthanize the animal through injection.
Afterwards, the turtle carcass was taken to the Central landfill for disposal.

&: NMFS (George Balazs)



Charlotte Thomson, Ph.D.
P.O. Box 1872
Makawao, HI 96768
B08-572-5940

Dear George,

1 have a question abour sexual dimorphism in_fene In the Synopsis vou wrore that
sexual dimorphism is apparent when the sea turtles reach 31 1/2 §inches SCL and the
male’s tail lengthens.

But isn’t it possible to tell the sex before theq from the configuration under the tail?

Dan'c the little males have the same sph
big males? (Sece drawing)
WA

Appé

-like place halfway down the tail as the

Could you take a moment to confirm this for me if it is s0? I'm writing abour the sex
of individual wurtles, but I would like it to be correct.

;..;h. I‘f‘.”_‘r;_
I suggested ro my contact ar Kodak thagfthey have a sea rurtle phorograph contest for
the Year of the S5ea Turtle in the Pacific. She seemed to like the idea.

This month I have to move and | have to go back to wark.

Donna and I missed each other the morning we were 5u1:r:used to swim on Maluaka
Reef. We will go when she comes back from Micronesia.

With gratitude,

Kedak gonve me 30
ﬂf 6/t ase (; ?%"MM"‘_?J
Arioe Omson i Mfﬂ-‘f {Wj .
Lhe brrl

s



Charlotte Thomson _
P.O. Box 1872 Kdﬁ

Makawao, HI 96768 L\
B08-572-5940

!

Dear George,

Thank you for your postcard. You are lucky, going to American Samoa. Were you on
turtle business?

Donna and | have met, We were unable to swim as planned this week because of high
surf and turbid water. We will go ro Maluaka Reef next Monday.

This small turtle with the tags still puzzles me. Perhaps Donna and | together can read

the number on the rags. @3 PR fﬁé?}ﬁ%k/ﬁfj[}?)

Things are moving alpfig on the tourist book. Eastman Kodak is giving me 30 single-
use underwater ras to finish the photography. 1 have several record photos of
nearly all the rurtles, but I need something more evocative for the book. [ borrowed
an expensive Nikon, bur didn't ger significantly berter results with it. So [ will finish
off with the Kodak cameras. It's a question of patience. The ocean is only clear about
three days a month.

The rest of the book is nearly complete. | work on everything ar once, so all the
sections are in progress and nothing is finished. | need about fifteen days to finish
writing. I want to get it out for the beginning of the Year of the Sea Turde in the
Pacific,

I feel so grateful for the gift of the cameras.

Aloha

Chm

Charlortte




PREFACE

Maluaka Point in South Maui marks the land’s end where the Maluaka lava
How from Haleakala volcano plunged into the sea. In the ocean just off this point,
coral reef has grown on the submerged lava, allowing an abundance of life to become
established. The slanting flows of sub-sea lava have been undercur by sand and warer
moving on the ocean floor, There are underwater arches, ledges and caves. A herd of
some twenty green sea turtles lives in the protection of these ledges and caves,

The herd of sea turtles is in danger. There is a plan to build a new hotel at
Maluaka Point. Diebris and chemicals from construction are likely to make their way
into the ocean. Night lights from the new hotel may disrupt the life rhythms of the sea
turtles. Their world is on the verge of deep change.

A second danger to their habits is the sheer number of tourists brought to the
reef daily on snorkeling tours. At times the rour boats disgorge two hundred people
into the water in one hour. The boats themselves bring noise, vibrations and fumes,

Their anchors drag the bottom, breaking the coral reef.

The initial intention of this study was to count the wrtles in order to inform
George Balazs at the National Marine Fisheries Service on the number of animals at
stake, and o collect enough data to suggest thar the area be made 2 marine sancruary,

In order to count the turtles, | needed to be able to distinguish them from one
another. Swimming with them day after day, | began to see patterns and behaviors
that were nor spoken of in the literature on sea turtles. It became apparent thar [ was
witnessing the dynamics of the herd, and that this needed to be recorded.

The scientific work on the green sea turtles in the last decades has concentrated
on the essential task of protecting nesting beaches and counting and tracking the
turtles on the breeding migrarion. This book takes a close look ar a single herd, on its
home territory, and describes the life of green sea turtles as they live it from day to
day.



No work of this kind is complete. A year's obeservation is just an eye-blink in
the larger scheme of things. One individual’s perspective is limited. Indeed, there is
distortion caused by the very presence of an observer. The sea turtles live much longer
than we do. Their life cycles will continue. Mew animals will hatch and find their way
across the vast sea distances to this herd and this grazing place. The turtles may
disperse because of environmental pressures and intrusion into their habitat.

With these limitations in mind, this work is offered as an invitation into the
sea, to swim at the margin of the land with these graceful and gentle creatures. If you
are inclined ro record whar you see, this book offers suggestions on how to do it. If
you are a thinker ot planner, let us find a way to protect these sea turtles and the reef
that is their home.

Honu, the Hawiian name for green sea rurtle, means “peace” or ‘peaceful.’ May
you be blessed with calm seas and clear vision as you venture onto the reef. May these
sweet animals help you to discover and embrace your own peace.

Charlotte Thomson
Maui October 1994
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