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Dear Guys,
We sure have enjoved your publication over the
years; almost as much as we enjov our fishing, Sad
te say, our fishing is belng restricted without any
atternpt at dialogue or compromise. Watch out,
Hawai'i. Big Brother is alive and well, Is this the
wave of the future?
Power House Gang
Johnston Atall

Attention:

All dJohnston Atoll Residents
{Reprinted from ISLAND BREEZE, a newsletter
published under contract to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy.)
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nstruction
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Protection of Fish and Wildlife on Johnston Atoll,”
will be released. It updates a similar instructlen of
two years ago and, upon recommendation by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, contains two

slgnificant changes:

1. Coral collecting will no longer be permitted in -

any area of the atoll beginning 30 days after the
Instruction’s publication date, I.e. after 12 April
1994, Any coral already collected or collected up to
12 April, which the owner wants to take from
dohnston Atoll, must be shipped or carried off the
island within six months of the instruction s publica-
tion, i.e. by 11 September 1994, After that date,
coral may not be exported via any means.

2. Effective 11 March 1994, no reef fish, shell-
fish, octopi, or crustaceans may be exported from
Johnston Atoll, Exporting fish caught during deep-
sea fishing activities is permitted. 1f you have any
questions, please contact Roger at the Fish and
Wildiite Office,

Letters
(Reprinted from JACADS Journal, Johnston Atall,
5 March 1994 )

Why are decisions such as the one announced in
the Island Council meeting on 21 February 94
regarding banning off-lsland shipments of reef fish
caught by spear, line, or net made without the Input
of the island population? I understand the restric-
tlon en coral collecting and shark fishing since both
types of sea life are slow to recover from overcollacting
or fishing. However, 1 find it hard to belleve that
regular fishing Is & problem. My parents are both
retired and on a fixed income. The fish [ take hame
to them each LOA [Leave of Absence] help them
stretch their limited budget. Neither they, nor [, sell
the fish; we eat them.

Isn’t there some middle ground that we can meet
Fish and Wildlife on? Perhaps some limits may be
set, but | strongly oppose banning the off-sland
shipment of all fish caught by spear, line, or net. |
encourage other flshermen to contact FCJ and
voice thelr opinion.

Fisher Dude
Johnston Atoll

Dear Fisher Dude;
News travels fast at Johnston Island! The revised
FCJ instruction is still in draft, but I will take this
epportunity to respond to your concern, Reg
input from the Island population, not all issues on a
military Installation and national wildlife refuge (NWR)
are negotiable. The use of Johnston Island’s natural
resources is a recreational privilege-not a right.
This privilege can be modified or revoked for the
proper reasons by the DOD or the Fish and Wildlife
Service. There is not, ner has there ever been, a
native population entitled to subsistence hunting
and fishing rights. All activities occurring on an
NWR must be compatible with the primary purpose
for which the refuge was created, that Is, the protec-
i f lie populations and
! Ry

fore pass this compatibility test. This is even mare
important now than ever before because of the
tremendous scruting being placed on all public lands,
not just wildlife refuges, by the general public and
environmental groups.

The Flsh and Wildlife Service manager advised
the DOD that “the uncontrolled export of lagoon
fish from Johnston lsland is an Inappropriate acty-
Ity that is leading to rescurce conservation prob-
lems. However, there Is no limit on the take or
export of deep-sea fish caught from the MIKE boats.
The new restriction will only mandate that residents
must consume their catches of lagoon fish, octopus
and lobster on the island. We hope this will reduce
the level of Impact observed on local fish popula-
tions and the lllegal sale of fish in Honoluly, The
decislon was not made without closely coordinating
with other organizations in wildlife conservation
and DOD representatives.”

“Making decisions that affect vou is the most
difficult part of any refuge manager's job. | do not
take that responsibility, or the one | have to the
natural resources, lightly. | am sympathetic to your
position and the Impact more regulations cause to
the island population. 1 believe very strongly in
trying to gain compliance through education as
oppased to regulation, but sometimes it takes both,
It is for those reasons | have written a much more
detailed response regarding your concerns and the
issue of compatibility. It will be avallable from your
organization's management. [ also discuss DOD's
responsibility to the natural resources under its
jurisdiction. There is much more information in the
response than | can provide in this limited space. If,
after reading the response, you or anyone else has
additional guestions, [ would be happy to discuss
them in a group or personal setting. There probabhy
will be more changes In the future because Johnston
Island cannot be exempt from the oversight that the
rest of the United States is undergoing, This is a
unigue place, and it deserves our best attentlon and
efforts to preserve its natural resources,”

Editar
JACADS Journal (3/94)




