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‘Lack of funds hinders
cleanup of seaweed
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Seaweed must be controlled

Blahalo to Prian Perry for the seaweed article
(Aug. 200, 1 feel Brinn did an excellent job showing

the problem, the frustration and the privale money

being dumped into the bottomless pit of algse
clemup. The closing progrozis as staled by Wendy
Wiltse, =l think we're going 1o be stuck with this
(Algne cleanup problem for sonee Hime in the futmre,™ is
ned @ prognosis with which I'm willing o sstile
IT wz"we pod the money to creabe the problem, then
wee s coine up with the money lo correct the prob-
bemn. Our system of government albows our society fo
pay for s needs by special use taxes, Our roads,
schools amd numenmis other services ore provided in
Ihﬂer]'.' TR L I AL .
IM e inzist on dumping nitrates into ihe ocean by
means of fertilizers and sewape injection pumps, then
it's me we placed a special v inx on the chemicals
and levy atax on each gallon of scwage. When we
quil using outhamises, not everyone felt they coukd af-
ford indoor plumbing. When we stan dumping polfu-
tante inbo the poean, we need to belly up o the bar amd
pay the tab.

[ also find it interesting that an alarming nomiber of
ouor sea tartles now have lumors growing on (hem,
Are we a0 naive to think that our algae problem is not
relaterl in the sea turtle hrmors? [ dowbt that algse cre-
ates tumors, bt the mitenkes nliering our peean envi-
ronment are ondoubiedly aifecting a brond base of
our delicate aysiem,

The county seems to think in terms of dollars and
cents (not sensel. What will hagpes do our local econ-
oy wihen tourists stanl electing o go fo other par-
melize blancds that have clear water and don’t have the
stench drifting scross their dining inbles?

i = Ron Lando-Brown

Latmlna
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Letters

Put seaweed to use

Thank you for your excellent story
on the mr::!d piaguing our beaches
(Aug. 20). Fast growing hypnea algac

. will make our blus Hawalian waters

book like mud and smell like worse il
sk ignore the problem. We should re-

. cycle seaweed like any other wasie

and attempt to stop the problem from

gpreading while we still can, as
x Mu across Maud are already in-

fested.
Im’[‘lui county contends there isn'l

. enough money arowid Lo properly
" clean up the seaweed, yel my propos-

" als for seaweed cleanups have been

. rejected by the Lingle administration
" pven when funds have been

the Coanty Cowncil.
Iwl,.ul:t y:;-tji proposed an economic

* use for seaweed, composting, so that

; Its, with help from Campaign
.EE!::;:!: Maui and the I;:

it would hecome an asset instead of a
burden to fhe taxpayers. Trhn.:lfn::y
Councll expreteed stron restin .
my idea, uﬂ:nuhtlﬂiupruing i

would fund my project. Project fund-
ing was ultimately denied by the

Lingle administration, I performed -
the work regardless, with excellent

aui
Recycling Service.

1 also :ppmached the state with a
proposal for an ocean-based cleanup
to examine the feasibility of ocean
harvesting of algae, but it too was re-

. jected.

Anyone with any experience

.. knowa that hegging seaweed onshons

and trucking it 1o the coanty landfill is
ridicalous. The conty subsidizes re-

~ eyeling to the tane of over a million

dollars annually; surelﬂl can spend
gome of our money to help turn nui-
sance seaweed into a useful agricul-
tural product, while saving our ocean

. water's and beaches' pristine reputa-
fibm in the process.

Mark Merritte
: ' Lahaina



Maui out to make money -

: i i Of all islands, Maui iz having
the worst problem with smelly -
'| seaweed rotting on its beaches,

80 the state Department of
Health i trying to start a busi-
ness to find a viable commercial
use for the seaweed, sald state !

environmental planner June 1

There have been persistent '
complaints about seaweed accu-
mulating on the shorelines in -
ol West Maul, Kihel and Kahului.

4| The most common species creat-

the nuisance is Hypnea muis-

ormis; aTed algae introduced
hﬁn demi . n.lgzgn o

: ; £n C grean LI

Eidwin TerlThe Honoluu Adverteer  fa0ninsn also blooms in shoreline

JmEmﬂmmnmmﬁ-ﬂnmwudmwmnhm Beach areas and creates severe odor

Resarve, hoping to tum the nuisance into a business. problems when the material
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5 g" THe gu-n YN /htw?sﬂ.—-
amuhmnndheﬂna-mro!?%lmnugh the business must be
Both Hypnea and IMva are able to support itself after the 427
belleved to bloom when high Initial grant is used, Harrigan
levels of nutrients, such ?_1: Bald, o -
nitrogen and phosphorus, are “It would be a waste
tha ocean, to have a project close up and
The Department of Health has stop when the funds run out,”
been doing studies on what may she said,
be causing the algae blooms, but  The new effort seeks to turn
nas no concrete results so far. the nuisance into a business,
Maul County has programs to There have been guggestions
clean the beaches of the sea- that algae could be used to make
weed, but the material now is compost or other marketable
just dumped in the county's products.

landfill, Information on the program is

The environmental planning available from Harrigan, man-
office is seeking zals for "a ?er of the Department of
realistic and business Health environmental

plan® that would pick up the office, 919 Ala Moana Blvd.,
seaweed and turn it Into a com- Third Floor, Honolulu BER14; or

rcial by calling ) 586-4337, The
lel!*I"tua Ma £75,000 deadline mﬁﬁhmitﬂngpmm
prant to start up the project, alsis May 24,




