
Question to AI ChatGPT--   How does one determine who will be added as a co-author to a 
journal publication and who will be put in the Acknowledgments section? 
 
ChatGPT Answer-  
"Deciding who qualifies as a co-author versus who should be acknowledged in the 
Acknowledgments section of a journal publication typically follows established guidelines and 
ethical considerations within the academic community. Here are some general principles that 
researchers often use to make this determination: 

Co-authors 

1. Substantial Contribution: Co-authors should have made a significant intellectual 
contribution to the conception, design, execution, or interpretation of the 
research study. 

2. Drafting and Revising: Co-authors should be involved in drafting the manuscript 
or revising it critically for important intellectual content. 

3. Final Approval: Co-authors should have given final approval of the version to be 
published and should agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work in 
ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the 
work are appropriately investigated and resolved. 

4. Responsibility and Accountability: Each co-author should be able to explain and 
defend the work as a whole, or at least the part they contributed to, if necessary. 

Acknowledgments 

1. Minor Contributions: Individuals who contributed to the research project but did 
not meet the criteria for authorship (e.g., providing technical help, assistance 
with writing or editing, general supervision of the research group) may be 
acknowledged. 

2. Funding and Support: Organizations or individuals who provided funding, 
equipment, materials, or other support that facilitated the research but did not 
qualify for authorship may be acknowledged. 

3. Permission and Consent: People who gave permission for their participation in 
the study, or provided informed consent, if applicable, might also be 
acknowledged. 

Making the Decision 

 Discussion and Consensus: Typically, decisions regarding authorship should be 
made through discussion among all contributors to ensure agreement on who 
meets the criteria for authorship and who should be acknowledged. 

 Ethical Guidelines: Adherence to ethical guidelines such as those provided by 
the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) or other relevant 
professional bodies can help clarify roles and responsibilities. 



 Transparency: It's important to be transparent about authorship criteria from 
the outset of a research project to avoid misunderstandings or disputes later on. 

In summary, the key distinction lies in the level and nature of the contribution to the research. 
Those who contribute substantially to the intellectual content and execution of the research 
are typically considered for co-authorship, whereas those who contribute in other supportive 
roles are acknowledged. Clear communication and adherence to established guidelines help 
ensure fairness and ethical conduct in determining authorship and acknowledgments." 

 
 


