ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A-f Kauai

Green sea
turtle plan
is working

Many thanks 1o Shelly Zeck
for her excellent article (6/8/94)
describing our newly initiated
Hawaiian honu (green sea tur-
tle} tagging: project off Poipu,

Readers of the Kasar Timies will

now have a much better under-
standing of the importance of
this difficult but rewarding work
oft behalf of an animal strug-
gling to recover from past dec-
ades of over-exploitation,

As mentioned In the article,
the study will require several
years (o complete due to the spe-
cial biologleal characteristics of
green soa turtles (i.e. vegetarfan
diet, show grow, delaved sexual
rmumt_-,- lengthy reproductive
Tigrations ).

The outstanding involve-
ment of The Ocean Recreation
Council of Hawaii (Kauai's
TORCH chapter) and the State
of Hawaii's Division of Aquatic
Resources guarantes the whi-
mate success of this long-term
project.

The Henolulu Laboratory of
the National Marine Fisheries
Service is the bead agency for
this research,

The anticle incomectly identi-
fied me as being affiliated with
another federal agency.,

June 22, 1994

Three l-day expedifions
have now been accomplished
during the past two 'ﬂlullﬂ'ﬁ off
Kaual's south shore,

This has resufted in thﬂ tag-
ging of 26 Hawaiian Honu.

Unfortunately, several of.
these animals were afflicted
with fibropapillomatosis, a de- .
bilitating and often fatal discase
of'zea turtles, The ceuse of this
illness is currently wnknown,
but wark is underway T.l:rprmlll:h
ANSWeErs.

During this initial 'l-'mﬂ: nn
Kauai, we are especially grate-
ful to Mr, Rick Daley of Adven-
tures West for the use of his ..
hml'.. Im:t and _talents g:mﬁ%

m ?me -\.---:ﬁfih.l




