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Sefore I begin'my narrative, I must point out that I do net consider

wyself, by any streteh of the imagination, to be a biologist. What I

have vritien about Dog ia based upon wy personal, pechaps unenlightened,
observaticns of his behavior. I hope that the following pages will

be, at worst, interesting, at best, helpful.
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tn § January 1970, Dog, a baby Hawaiian monk seal, was cbserved alone
ty Comst Cuard persoanel on the beach of Hura Island, Yewaii. Although it
was considered strange that a baby seal would noi be with his mother, nc
attempt was made to investigate for fear of disturbing the seals. 3ince
méracnnel on Ture Iélaml kmew very little about the behavier natterns of
enl seals, it was belisved that perhaps this observed situsticn was nermal.

flovever, after five days of observing the saze small seal alene, I
reelized that it was nost likely erphaned. o zrowm seal had anproached
Dog and his tracks had not even crossed ancther secel's trsckz. Ca § Jarmaary
1270, I decided o "adopt" the balby seal and soeif T could perhaps help him
out of a noar hupoless situation, I woent dowm to sha I‘!'-E-.'.".E'-':l end ofierad Doz
sone homogenized wilk in the 1:-%11:1 of my ‘hend. e was extressly ancieous to

'y - *

eat hut was naturalll cmﬂ.‘us?d about the best method of D?:ﬁai;}:'!-ﬁg the
offered milk. Cnly a small amcunt of milk was slaced in the ;I-Hl"l. of wr
hand, The ssal would suck the milk up and also suck o7 H.and.. He seamed
to crave aifection as much a3 he craved food. Thaaifully, ke had nc teeth
at this time. : '». | \

The bi=yvealdy Havy loz :flz‘i"r.;h't was cde o arrive shorilry and =0 T
loft the hezeh to malke Dréjarations for the alocroli's arsivil. After the
slane bad landed; T spctied dog on the rumay. osarsatly 2o 228 fellowed mas
iy Trom the bescl. I Lssedistely went over %o kim, picked 1o- Wy, and took
e book ts he “hrrrdcia.

fased o tie roading thet T have done, I would say that Lo- was
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SATRARAGELT iR el oli. Te welshed thirty-six{36) pouads, logked
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conarally in geod physical condition bub was extrensly hwizry. During
ihe Pirst two weeks after I found Doz, he consumed about three(3) quarts
of hiomogenized milk a du.;'{tmn'b;,;-faﬁr{ 2h) heur pericd). AL this time,
+he method used to feed Dog was still by hﬂ.nd.l

Durinz the third and fourth weeks of Meapbivity", less improvenent

wes shown in comparison o the first iwo weeks. AL one time, the seal

became sick and appeared to be very depressed. Fis heart beat droppad

Sovm to about thirty-five{35) beats per minute. Fe refused to eat and

appeared to be gquite lathargic.

If this downward trend were to continue, I realized that Dog would
soon die. T was now forced to use an slternate, hopefully more effective,
feeding method. A copper tube was coated with rubber and ferced down
Tog's threat. Adsitiedly, force feeding is nof -:’.'esira‘nle but I was
Sgsperate. The old hand method was no longer adequaie. I force fed Dog
+Ath a blend of tuma'fish, salwen, and =2li oacc a 4day. ':ha aporoximate

; v

welume of this wmixture was one-helf guart, The tube used -..-'::- fead Dog

d

was ten(10) inches leng and curved at the eénd to conform to 'r.he curviture

af hig thront. This dieh was relatively suscessiul Qor supplenental feedinz
i gt 4 n\.‘l

but, rezretably, produced o rash of yery paindn '_.‘_15 ben flagers.
& b ] -
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1t age six weeirs, Doz hed fex teeth neriiallr in and was consuming |\
e “
: 2
zbhout 1.5 ;2 lens of Taze ;ZE..!:_'..’; ‘oills el Sauce par davr. Ta weiched
!

ondy whdleborain 'nJE} seufes,) T belicve thet the weight loss wag due o
~he pericd ol sickress he experisaced and So my lachk of smmeriise in the

feld of dietnzy suvnlements Ter ooh': seals.

T daloilon desorichion of Dos's ot and the pathed usca vo feed him will
'.“n: c-m:llnf.: =% tha conclusion of thls narrotive.
%, This snacisl reeipe will be deseribed 2% the ccaclusic, ol Sois narrative.

“a the best of Xagmlody :3, it ie. *'u:.t aveilable evwen in the Jinast dining places.’
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%t the aze eight weeks, Dog had develcped a zocd, healtiy sed of frecat
teeth (canine develoned first) and wag capable of delivering a painful

s

bite.

Lt aze ten weells, Dog started to feed, or what appeared to be feoding,
on his om in the water. He would chase #igh and diz around the bottom:
of tha ccean in search of, I beliave, grzll bits of food to chew ot
Qaveral times he was cbserved chewing sea weed and browvn alzoe. “Thether or
qot he actually ate sea wesd and alzas, I an net certain. T did, however,
chaerve bit of dried algae in his whislkers durinz the third month. I have
2150 observed bits of zlzae in the wirskers of other bahy mouk seals cn
Kure.

It wns at the beplnning of The third. month that I first made some
rutile efforts to wean Dog. Ry this time, he had dequized a good solid
mouth full of teeth. He had trranty(20) teeth in 2ll. Cnce T took him out
to the small island, Sand Telafid, scutlest of Hure and upshegesafully
attemnted to return hia to the envirenment in which he halnuga::l'_ During
this attemst, Doz was, for the Ilrss time, exacsad to uther_seﬁls. Tn=

fortunately, no obher seals reclliy ncliced m and ne pald little attention

sy ho them.

; ; P - 3 . Y b !
mhe first seal thattencounterec, shorely aftevy his initial feilure,

i ! . M e = %
w23 a young mele. Ths neeply produced 1i5tle friendsihip; a short fight
e A -k 5 g
broke cut, Actuslly it was mers of BV erbaliplah and soon the larze male
oA Jway.’

Tha second sesl Doy eacountered was a large female. It was ocn the

raef gide of Send Island and seonred about five minutes alter the first encounbers
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T was wallkding elong the beach at the iize and Dog was swimmdng in the
water. The lfxr;c female swam in betwssn us and dog and sort of forced
Baz te deeper water. Inmediately, Dog attespted to feed on his new found
mother substitute. I am mot sure if he wss successful; however, after about
ten(10) minutes of playing, the female <risd to bring Dog up on the beach.
As szoon 23 Dog tried to leave the water, a4 large male approached and was
very aggressive toward the female. He would not allow her to coma up
on <he beach until Doz was driven away. Onea Dog leost inberest in the
fermale seal and returned to us, the male sesl allowed the female to come
up ente the beach.

I'rom age ten to twelve wesl:s, Doz steadily gained welight; at the end

of twelve weels he weighed foriy(l0) nounds., This weisht pain was

- - r 3 a
accoapanied Lo t.hr:{lnss alhathr fup, e Ziss acqnired a begubiful black
and silver ceat(his belly was silwver)., I comarison to the ether sealsd
pups o tha beach, Doz was. undprweight but more mature looidar-.

£

AMter the Stwelveil woelg and to the end v:.f the thirteeath.imcelk, Dog
zained welghh at an amasing pace. e gained twenty pounds in lass than
tiwe weeits, shooting his wedight up to sixty pounds. [mfortunately, he
still appearad to be at least ferty pounds underweipht. 411 during this
devalooment, no large chanze in Deg's lansih was ﬁ%‘bedﬁ Dog was still
aursing end consumed six t.wa;g. i guares of milk a day. I believe that
ne world bhavo ecngiunied ; uri but dua to g linited amount of furds, I had
o 1imit him o aboub oix or oiphi quzrs.

Srarin ) e Tourtecnth weet, Doz wes coopletely taken of f the bottle

and forced o oot frogh Figh. . It 1=s giring this time that Dos started
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to shbay with larger seals on the island. THa last dey that I saw Dog,

T fapes fed him half a large mullei. 1 had to insure that he was getiing
food. That day he swam off -h-it.h-n ]:e.rga, old female seal =zud I have nch
seen hime sincs.

Turing these first two moaths, Doz would not awim waless accompanied
by @ human being. All during the tice he was in the water, he would attempt
to nurse on his swimaing partner. ihen allewed to, he would cling %o an
ara, a leg, ar Just cling to one's entire body. He would gladly accept a
frea ride anguhera.

Tt was during the third month that Dog was left ca the beach by
himmalf, He started o swim by himsell at this stsge and developed an
ssromely bad habit; he swan at night. I feel tone Dog felt a need to
swinm during the nizht in an atiempt to relieve mds lenaliness. He desired
tu find comenicnshin. ALY during his develesment he eraved alfection.
"fmen left alcone durine ths first twre monihs, he would cry for a long 28

K] ' L

thipty minutes and attenpt to fellor the last person to be #1th him. It
4 | ]

wos during these firet few weels that porscnnel aboard this unit spent as
cich ag twmlve heurs o dary with Dos. I was, in my opinien, nol enough

tine bub circumstances prevented us from devotinz more tine to him. However,

z= poeinted out abeve, during the tiird nonth, Dogywas on the beach by hislself
Y
moet of the time and h:p;::rJ.ju'st to be near a person. Ee yould atiempt to

II.J
. - 3 = I 1.- - 1 -
to follow anvbody when fiey were near hiz, moving from place to place.
Tida et %now what hanpened to Dog but T an nob teo optinisvic. Lie was
aoh peads te ~o it alone. Imless he found ancther seal to srotect him, I am

de it past the skaris.
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. anteomatic mother wes rather pressing. I created a desipn for a feeder
]

ithen I fivst found Deg, T atizvphied to feed him by pouring wmillk
into the palm of tiy hand and lettiag him suck it up. This methot wes
sle and quite messy. et I tricd to feed hinm by uwsing e rubber glove
#111ed with milk., This, however, elso produced lirdted resulis. I
noted that in order tec induce sucking, Dog needed a suooth, slightly
reunded surface, not a nipple. I next tried a spounge scaked with millc,
e sucked this more readily btut ruch milk was wasted so I modified the
sponge by inserting a tube threough it and let lhim suck on this. This
rethod was indzed better tut s4ill a great deal of milk was lest and
it wag difficult for Doz to get gocd suctich.

Hext, I tried using a pléce of VCSCCOEL tubing which 1% made of
nagprene. The tube was flattened to create a $I='.£1;:|-Luh; -alirhtly curvaed

gurface. A piece of surgicsl tubing weos inserded into the necprene &o

s
=

<
‘ . ¢ Veogeeng

Tois set up seemed teo work as well as the real thing so I stuck with i%. -

glloy for milk transler. ’ Suteiea) Tube i

411 during the first menth, Top wes hand fed. The need for an

4
f WX -
that would satiafy some of the reguirengnis thoi-miamcthar must. The
= & 4 % - . F, :
feeder was made of hardware cloth and covers. wish burlap, “he nipple
WhE talied about kel say the front surfecerepoul $enlld) ilnches off the

i i
pgorund). ke surciezl fuhe Tor the nipple wams hooked to the top ol & quart
nirstic botlls., The bottle wos hing upside dorm inside e fecder. A
Aight bulh wrs ingtallad 1= erder io keep the wilk warm during the night

-
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and alse to provide heat fer Deg.
#
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The artificial mother worked well aad Top soon adanted tcu her alncss
completely. 'le veuld cuddle up aleny side of her and spend the night.
“he only draw hack to this wes that vhen the '.ﬂil%iﬁﬁﬁjjpcd, Dog did not
nev:ae;aaril_r_ fodlew suit. OCnee Le turned mother .',zi;arar and crawvled into the

g 3
acceas hetch on tope I fowd-ldm She nexv '.'.1;-::15.;:5_ ang hed an extremely
Fl p
cifficult Sive rencvins’ hi,

Irtes, when Dot storted o develon s jood set of frendt weosh, e

ol u:';-;: s nipale to teech on. woinz the last part of the second

aabh s the first pard of the third, ho weuld go threugh at least ona

sionle cvery five das.
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Mtheouzn wids mother gave Dog cexford, he wouid s6i1l Jollew amgrome
wic happeansd te pass by. IFf they paid no attenticn to him, e would crawl
back to '1:}]1{: mother. A softer, perhaps warner, mother would have boeen wmore
icdegl but I did not have the reguired materials to build sueh a stroeturs.

oAl dnpding the tice $hat I observed Doz, nls feces were a very rur::x;.r_i

bright yellew,

do not kagw if this iz nermal o= nob. I have cheerved ;
the same type of feces from other segl muns sueh younger. The adilt

Toces soom to be more solid bui then agaln, this iz net alwars frue.
Dogsheart rate varied botieon ninedy-twe(92) and ninety-aix(95) beats .
e momte unger aomial clroumstancas,

A final word noout Tire Island otk Seal Savoa. Th censisted of

exes, wnola will, ewvavcrated wilk, cheese, ticlasses, heter, and butler
M.

- - 2
cocagsiondly sone Bascn preese). Jor ond quark of SIUCE, zix egpe were

adied, cne can cf evanarated milie, a plece of cheszse sbeut 1/ by L

by ht. olazzes was added until the ailk becanms browm. it"this peint,

I added butter or bacin zrehse. These uere nived comoletely’ ln a blender
grd poewdred inte & quart bettle: “Thole milk pas used $o F112 ._-} the eentainer

——

gad 2 vitaidin/=ineral surslemsnt wns added.



