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Jellyfish: From Hanauma Bay
to Waikiki, swimmers feel stings

FROM PAGE ONE

numbers of jellyfish on shore.
But Waikiki Beach could not be
closed, Water Safety Capt. Jim
Howe said, because the city
does not control all access to it.

During the day, hundreds of
swimmers ignored or didn’'t
understand the yellow “jelly-
fish” signs and red flags posted
on the beach, and one said the
warnings gave him no idea he
would be stung so badly.

Ambulances were called for
at least two people, and at least
seven people were treated at
Straub Clinic and released.
Police Officer Tim Tenney, at
the Waikiki substation, said
about 800 people were stung
and many had sought treatment
for shock and swelling.

Box jellyfish come to south-
ern and western Qahu beaches
nine days after a full moon.
They usually are most numer-
ous on the 10th day — yester-

day — then recede on the 11th
day, records show.

But water safety Officer
Landy Blair said he had fore-
cast a light infestation yester-
day because a heavy one in
June had caused a record-
breaking 300 stings, “and I've
never seen two heavy influxes
back to back,” he said.

“This was a surprise, a major
surprise,” Blair said.

At Ala Moana Beach Park,
zoologist Gail Grabowski-Kaa-
ialii ignored the warning she
had marked on her own calen-
dar and went for a swim.
“When I came out, they had the
flags posted, and a lifeguard had
a bucket two-thirds full with
about 50 of them,” she said.

Grabowski-Kaaialii, who has
been studying the jellyfish
cycles for years, said Hawaii
needs to find out why there
was a sudden influx of ]ellzﬁsh
in 1988 after only occasional

“sightings in the 1950s.
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omous, transparent Carybdea

alata this morning.

The first warning came at

Water safety officers were Hanauma Bay. Lifeguards

caught off guard because the

closed the beach there at 7:30

See Jellyfish, Page A10

department’s expert had not a.m. after they discovered large

expected many jellyfish in
Oahu waters this month.




