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450 MADISON AVESUE  NEW WORE, MY, 10832 {218) 751-T900

Dear 1,,R. Evans:.

Thank you so much for your letter.
We hope to be able to find the space to
include it in one of our forthecoming
"Letters from Readers" columns.

Sincerely yours,

Shater. Faes

Sharon Fass
Editorial Department



April 7, 1975

Mr. W. D, Van Scoyk
General Managsr
Atlantic Commodities Lid.
Bruhra'—'n:latriliul:nra-l?nmrden
Eeith Hall MEWS, Box 153, .
Halifax, Mova Scotia = B3J 24

Dear Mr. Van Scoyk:

L@l APELE
gnce to your,ingquiry of March 11, please be advised that no
commercial supply 9f frozen turtle meat exists iy Hawaii. OQur indi
green turtle (Chelonis sp.) populstion:hun beén reduced substantially dus
to cumti:m_u.;phiutim--am:fartmtaly, such activity was legally
halted last year. as you are undoubtedly aware, similar destructive
Lrends have Peeurred in wost other sea turtla Populations around the world,
By the content of your letter, I must assume that YOur company rapresents a
nﬂgltin.nqps;wag.inn Jfactor, in that such inquiries and purchases can
only serve to hasten the animal down the road to extinetion, Perhaps the
enclosed article b¥ Dr.. Garr will give you a greater insight into the prob—
lem and, hopefully, cause you to phage out your line of turtle producta.

Sincerely,

With referenc

l gl Gaorge H. Balazs
g ) Jr. Marine Biologist
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* . 1530 New Hampshire Ave.,N.W.
washington, D.C. 20036
Feb, 7, 1974

Dear Yrofessor Balazs:

Jeft Stansbury and I write an environmental column distributed by
the Los Angeles Times Syndicate. We are most interested in the
plight of the gresn sea turtle and would appreciate any information
that you could send us on the situation. In aduition to pertinent
data you might have, we would like & phone number where we could
contact you if further guestlons arose.

Please send the material aAesessed to me at the above address.l
hope that we can do a sirong column in behalf of the turtles.

Sincerely,

M%

Edward Flattau
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Hehemlah Ames

PO Dex 2Th
Gibraltar (Europs)
9 Sept. 1973

fecrge H. Balazs
Coconmt Island

PO Box 136

Mﬁ’ Hawaill gﬁ'ﬂ.lh

Desar Mrs m‘iﬂ,

I really appreciated your letter of Jyne 1Bth with the specially autographed

ops to show it had come from Whales-Skate, I hope you enjoyed an interesting
time on that and the other wnussal plnuumuiuihd. Thank you for taking the
tims to share that bit of your travels with me.

In appreciation of your help in my project, T'm happy to enclose & cORY of the
published article for you. (If you'd like one or two extra coples, just let me lnow
snd Il send to you fres of charge.)

Hention of your search in my article has brought the snclosed two replies,
which contain some pointe 1n common and scme syplementary naterial, The return addresses
are gi.mmbu'ﬂiinnisarﬂuﬂdltnraplﬁr to them personally.

1f you care to write ngamrrmmm,nmin the wWorld, your letters would be
delightfylly received, Thank you &gain for your 1etter fram Whales-Skate, It iz a
treasured item in my oollection of envelopes from islands named after wild life,

wWith a1l best wishes and Kdndest regards,
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ADDRESS OHLY THE DIREETOR.
BURELL OF AFOET FiSHDmes
ARD WILDLUFE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

KPR 4 H7

Mr. George H. Balazs
Jr. Marine Biologist
University of Hawaii
Coconut Island

P.0. Box 1346

Kaneche, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

This 18 in reply to your request for support of a research project
on the green sea turtle om the Hawallan Islands Refuge, as submitted
through your letter of March 14 to the Director of this Bureau.

We note that you already sent coples of the proposal to Regional
IMrector Findlay in Portland and Mr. Kridler.

As perhaps you realize, Mr. Kridler's office has already carried out
an extensive turtle marking program throughout the Hawaiian Islands
National Wildlife Refuge. This work was initisted by the Hawaii
Division of Fish and Game a number of years ago in cooperation with
this Bureau. Before we endorse a new proposal, we want to assess
the work which has already been done.

We will, therefore, have to delay providing you with a definite
answer until we hear from Messrs. Findlay and Kridler.

Sincerely,

of Endangered Species
and Ynternational Activities




ARDRESE OMLY THE BincTomr.
[-11] OF SFOET FISHDES
AND WILOLIFE

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AMD WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

SEF 2 0 Wi

George H. Balazs

University of Hawail at Manoa
Hawall Imstitute of Marinme Biology
P.0. Box 1346, Coconut Island '
Kaneohe, Hawail 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

Thank you very much for your letter concerning the Green sea turtle,
Chelonia mydas. We are currently reviewing the status of all sea turtles,
both foreign and native, and as yet have made no final decigion to add any
species or subspecies to the Department of the Interior's List of Hative
Endangered Species.

e difficulty we have encountered Iin our review of the Green sea tuortle is
the lack of rigorous, up-to-date dats on the Hawaiian and Pacific populations.
We understand from Frank Lund that you have been conducting extensive

gtudies on this species in Hawall. We would be most appreciative if you
could prepare a summary of the situation in Hawaii, Copies of wour
publications and reports would be welcome. This data would help us to
complete our review and make a decisionsas to the status of this species.

Thank you very much for vour cooperation.

Sincerely,




Kaneohe, Hawaii G674l
stk December 21, 1972

Wational Audubon Soclety
50 Third Averue
Hew York, N. ¥. 10322

_,}I )/LJ_L'U P. 0. Box 1346

Dagr Sira:

I would 1ike to obtain permission to repreduce 200 copies of the

article "Great Reptiles, Great Enigmss" by Archie Carr which appeared
in the March, 1972 editicn of Audubon.

I am currently involved in an effort to obtain legiszlation which
will restrict the taking of green turtles in Hawaiisn waters. At present
there are no laws protecting marine turtles around the major Hawaiian
Islends, For 1971 the reported catch was just under 20,000 lbs., the
largeat ever since records were established in 1948,

It is my belief that increases in tourism and a greater demsnd for
turtle steak 1s the msjor factor involved.

Coples of thia article would be distributed to legislators, local
conservation organizations end other groups that could aid our efforts.

Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.

Bincerely,
%w'q@&//- b

Gecrge H. Balpss

Jr. Marine Bioclogist

with the Hawaill Inatitute
of Marine Bioclogy

GHE :md

January 4, 1973

Dear Mr. Balazs,

Fermission granted--no charge. FPlease carry the following
credit: Reprinted from AUDUBON, the magazine of the National
Audubon Society; Copyright (c) 1972.

Thank you for your letter of request and your interest in
Pr,s Carr's article.

Yours truly,

fﬁ‘b‘fy f‘ﬁ/élf{ ¢. t:;E...-

il
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DAVID R, SEARS. M.D.
RT. 1, OOX Z14.0
KAPAA, KAUAL, HI, 20748
PFHOME 223048
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e Mr, BRame Sylva Sept 24, 1974
" L] P, D, Box 218 Pli&,. Maui

» Maud 96779
Dear Mr. Balazs, e H'_ s

In response to your questions about nesting sights hare on Maui, I know of no
nesting sights any where on Maui. On your second question about the meta]
tags of captured sea turiles by me, in all ths Yeare of almost a-thuusand
turtles that I was involved with 5%, nons were sver captured with tags,
However my last turi]a caught was in 1970, whan I caught five. Since then

I hava veiuniarily stopped catching turtles and have destroyed my nets,

Your third guestion about the hawksbill turtle. I am positive I've caught
some in thu'past, but bscause thars are lots of different pecple invelved

with tha cateching and slaughtering, I cannot recall the details, Your fourth
gquestion on tumors, Yes, I do recall catching several over the years,
aepecially one that I caught in 1964 or 65, I Temember this particular turtle
because of the bad state of deterioration. We had three or four turtles that
day, and I racall this huge male turtle ip our net. As we brought the turtle
on board our boat, it was in Such a poor state, with tumops about the size of
gelf balls around the edges of hie eyes mouth and around the edges of his shall
and wings. Thas bottom shall was partially colapsed and badly concaved. Some
of the tumors wars blesding. The turtle was stil] alive and I ordered thea
turtle thrown over boapd, However an old time turile fizhermen, who was also
aboard and who was catching turtles sipce the early 1928's requested that I
give him the turtle, that thers was nothing wrong with it. He and his family
did eat the turtle and he is still in good health today. On your last question
about jigging. I'm not familar with this technique, and de not believe it was
used in our area. I'm very intersstsd in learning about furthar protection on
Green Sea Turtles. I agres with you that the green ses turtls should become
an endange:ed species. Fleasza provide me with information an who and where

to write and I will send testimony in favor of putting the gresen saa turtls on
the endangered 1ist. Thank you for all your efforts to Preserve the gresn sea

t'UI't.lE .
: Aloha



THE FREBIDENT

The Honorable Henry Takitani
Higher Bducation

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Senator Takitani:

Chairman, Senate Committees on B

UNIVEREBITY OF HAWAII « HONOLULU, HAWAIlI 95822

February 4, 1976

SUBJECT: Supplemental Appropriation Reguests Submitted

to the Director of the Department of Budget

i and Finance

In response to a request made by Mrs. Iris

Chung of your

staff, we are providing the following list of supplemental
budget requests submitted to the Department of Budget and

Finance.

MANOA CAMPUS

Rate Increases in Postage

Kona Branch Experiment Station

Termite Control Program

Banana Resgearch

Conversion of CETA Security Patrolmen to
State Support

Waikiki Aguarium Marine Education Program
Cancer Center Demonstration Project

School of Medicine Malpractice Insurance
and Space Costs

An Faoval Oooortunibe Emelaver

$72,002

{3.00)
$75,000

(2.00)
$30,000

(1.50)
$35,000

{5.00)
$56,900

{3.50)
$50,000%

{1.50)
#176,701

$451,733



The Honorable Henry Takitani
Page Two
February 4, 1976

SYSTEMWIDE
State Higher Education Loan Program $275,000%
College Work-Study Program $111,700

COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Intercollegiate Athletic Program for the

Community Colleges _ $55,388
Occupational Safety and Health Program - (1.00)
Honolulu Community College $33,554

In addition to the above, three other supplemental reguests
were submitted and supported, but we felt that they would be more
appropriately categorized and funded under some other non-higher
education program or department as indicated below: '

1. Makahiki Kai (Marine Affairs Coordinator) $38,500%*

2. Green Turtle Study (Department of Land (.50)
& Natural Resources) 816,650

3. Research on Forage & Reproductive Problems (4.50)
of Dairy Cattle (Department of Agriculture) $250,000

*Included in Governor's operating budget supplemental reguest.

As you know, there were several supplemental appropriations
made this fiscal year to the University to conduct feasibility and
other types of studies. We indicated to the Director of Finance
that pending the completion and evaluaticn of these studies,
additional supplemental requests were a possibility. -

Should you have any guestions, please feel free to call
me or my staff.

Siprerely

—

Fujio Matsuda
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The Senate
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of thr
Einte aof Hawrati

HOMOLULU, HAWAR

March 1, 1976

Dr. Fujio Matsuda
President

University of Hawaii
Bachman Hall 207
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

Dear Dr. Matsuda:

Thank you for your letter of February l17th in response
to my letter of January 26th about the non-release of
funds for the green turtle study.

It"'s nice to know that the non-releasa is not based
on any disagreement on the merits of conducting the
study.

I'm a bit puzzled, however, by your statement that
you're "reluctant to initiate a study regquiring three
years to complete without some assurance that approp-
riations and funding for the next fiscal year would
be available.™

The $50,000 appropriated specifically was for a three
year study; indeed because of the nature of the project,
it would be desirable to expend the requested amount
over a three year peried.

It is important that the money be released because the
appropriation will lapse the end of June.

Recently Dr. Craven, while testifying before the
Economic Development Committee, stated that he had
urged you, both in his capacity as Marine Affairs Co-
ordinator and as Dean of Marine Affairs, to get the
funds for this study released.

The Aquarium matter which Dr. Craven was testifying
on was for $150,000 over and above the money already



Dr. Fujio Matsuda
March 1, 1976
FPage 2

requested in the Supplemental Budget for the Aquarium. $90,000

of that money would be for a sea turtle display pool.

I asked Dr. Craven whether he felt that- $90,000 for the pool
was more important than $50,000 for a study which would help
determine whether there ware going to be green turtles around
to ba in a display. J

He said that in a world in which only one would be possible--
the pool or the study-- he would certainly choose the study,
although he then went on to stress the educational importance
of the pool.

I can understand the extreme financial constraints yvou £ind
yourself under, given the %53.8 million cut, and the tug and
pull there is for every dollar -- but this is a project that
has a definite crucial time factor in it, because if we wait
too long there may not be any of these creatures around to
study, much less to put into pools. May I once again urge,
as urgently as I can, the prompt release of these funds.

With all good wishes,
JEAN EKING
Chairman

Committee on Ecology, Environment and Recreation

JE:1xr
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Former director of Waikiki Aquarium dics

Bwﬂmmumn

Epencer W, Tinker, hnﬂia‘g%ia

rector of the Walkiki Aquarium
and zoologist, teacher and writer,
died yesterday in Maunalani
‘Murging Center. He was 80,

That he had a fish named for
him symbolizes his impact in ma-

rine research,

“Thu: Tinker's butterflyfish was

named in hiz honor,” said Bruce

‘Carlson, present Walkiki Aquari-

um director, “It's a very strikingly

beautiful butterflyfish and highly

valped. It's found here in the
Hawaiian Islands, but it's found in
other Pacific Islands too, but only
in deep water.

“An era has passed,” Carlson
aaid. “It's very interesting that the
aquarinm has just celebrated its:
a5th anniversary, and Spencer
Tinker was the director a good

i Agquarinm.”
i The aguari-
“8 um was con-
structed
1954 and
opened in
B3. Before
that, Tinker
had been director of the oid
aguarium that opened in 1904,
miu Kapiolan] Park, Carlson

Born in Anamoose, N.D,, Tinker
graduated from the University of
Washington in 1931 and came fo
the Univergity of Hawaii in 1662

a5 a teaching fellow in the zoology

department, In 1934 he recelved a

Waikiki

master's in zoology and

romained
-at UH, serving as an instructor for
one

in zoology and five years
atiom,
He became director of the
parfum in 1940, later
serving in’

Army quartermaster
corps from 1941 to ﬂ'!ﬂ. rising to.
the rank of capiain,

An author, his works included
“Animals of Hawail,” 1038 and
1841 editions; “Stories of Hawai-
ian Animals for Boys and Giﬂl."
1940; “Hawaiian Fishes," 1
“Pa:iﬂc Sea Shells,” 1952 an
1058 editions; "Pacific Crustaces,”

1965; ”Shl.rks and Rays of
Hawaii,” 1972; “Fishes of Hawaii,”
1978 — the definitive work on
Hawail fish species; and 'W'hﬂu
of the World," 1948,

h-jr his wife,

i
l:lef.l“aum Lt
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Dear Mr. Bala,
We snjoyed your films amd slides om
the turtles and the other animals. The
oless and I really enjoyed and lsarmed a
lot about the different kinds of turtles
snd ootopl emd shrimp.
Thank you for taking time out from

your work to come to our schools
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May this fholiday season bring
motre wisdom to the way we
[ooRk at the world and more [ove
to the way we [ive in it.

5»%'4“

P Gl

$easons BGrectings!

from afl of us at
Carivbean Conservation Corporation

el o
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Turspay, JANUARY 18, 2000

LETTERS TO THE EbDIToOR

® A-10 | Jonolulu Stor-Bulletin

to thank
for population
Mahalo for your Dee, 20 feature,

et the b

rug, the honu still struggle
ith Fibropapilloma tumors but

we're encouraged by the advances

made in understanding the dis-

ease over the last decade,

Much of this world-class re-
sedarch was conducted right in the
e |

" to thank George Balazs
of the Natlonal Marine Fisherie
Service fo =

Lastly, & special mahalo to the
people of Hawall, That their wa-
ters are graced with so many
friendly turtles is the direet result
of the aloha spirit.
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Tust WANTED To  Sav AT, amd
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S To HERE  ARouT WwWHBAT  Ta  WAPPEMING T4
THE  2EA TURTLES WELL T34 gprvné AT
oW L WAME Ta GET u¥ Y AND 6o p
Wwo

) R

5

THANK You Faft THE TF0. od THE éfmﬁﬁnes'



?Dm":ﬁ N ilyin) el Sy By P

g pay e Ay ':.: i dag
cEFF-F2w I0D]

T I
[TELELT TR

Pr JH_[:| h ﬂ_é....x
JJ\|-IJ:W'_11H sk

s [y - das Brayen
ELE sl g powpsloong s orpIa
G| pEeARH

RO DI S

HE PUR T AT POSTERE A
USRI p a4 CHLHI i paandin ——
vy oy .'-_| TP 'I'El-‘x k£l

HMILPTRY S ] 11 s ppaad I:F’
) spaesc] a7 o niued h!,l

" LANY L AHLTVHH ¥ 40
PYENO FHL TN OL DML TEH




"training

Sydney 2000 Olympic Games




s b
G?erfz_mg -ﬁ( AFFX
e et s STAMP
HERE

Collect tm ani of 13 In Trining o Cond 7 Sawted d

e JEER

Phata: 2PCRT Tha Liznary o] e ek # & 032 0¥

Tt Inik; Gewap Fiy Ld Pulsbibers 111 Biens Fosd, Mo, M5 3013, Ardrade % el 61 255805007

LT TEmE
PHIOT A EARHER — DA RRYL, TORCELER -
& 12 impod, 1 Dossda Ml CA 95783 LIS A
wd in Japa- 2'000 o 622 90013 o



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Desanic and Atmosphearic Administration
MATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisheries Center Honelulu Labarate
| 2570 Dole St. « Honolulu, Hawaii 96B22-2396

January 14, 19951 F/SWC2:CHB: JEG
COOP-7L.GHB

Mr. Allka Cooper

Golden Courie Complex Ltd.
P. 0., Box 128

Deuba, Fiji

Dear Mr. Cooper

Kitty Simonds of the WPRFMC has been kind enough to provide me
with your current mailing address in Fiji.

I wanted to write to you about the occcurrence of tumors, called
fibropapillomas, in Hawaiian honu (green sea turtles, chelonia
mydas). As you may have heard, this tumor disease has now
reached epidemic proportiens in Hawaiian honu, as well as in
other green sea turtles at several sites in Florida and
elsewhere. The tumors can grow rapidly to massive sizes, often
covering over the turtle's eayes, throat, and flippers. Every
week we have one or more turtles dead or nearly dead, covered
with tumors, washing ashore in Hawaii. The situation has
continued to worsen each year for the past five vears, especially
in Kaneche Bay and aleng the south shore of Molokai (Palaau to
Fawela). I have enclosed an assortment of articles about this

serious disease phencomenon which I felt you would find
interesting.

Based on historical records at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington DC, it is my understanding that you encountered and
captured green sea turtles with tumors in Hawaii during the late
1960s. Your experience may ba one of the earliest documentations
we have for this disease in Hawaii. I believe you first started
to capture turtles in the early 1950s. When and where was the
first time you recall seeing a tumor on a turtle? What
percentage of the turtles had this disease once you started to
notice it? For example, at present 65% (79) of the 121 turtles

we captured and tagged in Kaneche Bay during 1989-90 had the
disease.

I realize that in the past years we have had many differences of
opinion on matters pertaining to Hawaiian honu. However, I feel
certain that we share a common view in wanting these turtles to
be healthy in all respects. Epidenic proportions of sick turtles
can have serious negative impacts to the turtile population, and
also may be indicative of some greater problem in the marine
environment. I therefore am hoping that you will write to me at




.

your earliest opportunity to describe what you know of this
disease from past years of catching es in Hawaii. Thank you
very much for any assistance you previde.

7

"’;Gengﬁﬂ,:al&zs

Zoologist




U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIOMAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southwest Fisheries Canter Honalulu Laba ratory

2570 Dale St. «» Honolulu, Hawaii SaB22-2398

January 14, 1991 F/EWC2:GHB: JEG
COOP=7L.GHB

Mr. Alika Cooper

Golden Courie Complex Ltd.
P. 0. Box 128

Deuba, Fiji

Dear Mr. Cooper

Kitty Simonds of the WPRFMC has been kind enough to provide me
with your current mailing address in Fiji.

I wanted to write to you about the occurrence of tumors, called
fibropapillomas, in Hawaiian honu (dreen sea turtles, chelonia
mydas). As you may have heard, this tumor disease has now
reached epidemic proportions in Hawaiian honu, as well as in
other green sea turtles at several sites in Florida and
elsewhere. The tumors can grow rapidly to massive sizes, often
covering over the turtle's eyes, throat, and flippers. Every
week we have one or more turtles dead or nearly dead, covered
with tumors, washing ashore in Hawaii. The situation has
continued to worsen each year for the past five years, especially
in Kaneche Bay and along the south shore of Molcokai (Palaau to
Rawela). I have enclosed an assortment of articles about this

serious disease phenomenon which T felt you would find
interesting.

Based on historical records at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington DC, it is my understanding that you encountered and
captured green sea turtles with tumors in Hawaii during the late
1960s. Your experience may be one of the earliest documentations
we have for this disease in Hawaii. T believe yYou first started
Lo capture turtles in the early 1950s. When and where was the
first time you recall seeing a tumor on a turtle? What
percentage of the turtles had this diseasa once you started to
notice it? For example, at present &5% {(79) of the 121 turtles

we captured and tagged in Kaneche Bay during 1989-90 had the
disease.

I realize that in the past years we have had many differences of
opinion on matters pertaining to Hawaiian honu. However, I feel
certain that we share a common view in wanting these turtles to
be healthy in all respects. Epidemic proportions of sick turtles
can have serious negative impacts to the turtle population, and
also may be indicative of some greater problem in the marine
anvironment. I therefere am hoping that you will write to me at

{




your earliest opportunity to describe what You know of this

disease from past years of catching tles in Hawaii. Thank you
very much for any assistance you previda.

ely,

f;f T
; Gequﬁﬁgffzglazs

Zoologist
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\ | Mr. Reme Sylva Sept 24, 1974

P, 0, Box 218 Paia, Maui

Dear Mr. Balazs, L& Fala, Mm L e

e s -

In response to your guestions about nesting ighta gul, I know of no

nesting sights any whers on Maui. On you Bout the metal

tags of captured sea turtles by me, in all ha ye - a thousand

turtles that I was involved with t=5=y ntne = d with tags.

However my last turtle caught was in 1970, when I caug Singe then

I have veluitarily stopped catching W and | ave my nets.

Your third queetion about the haw:lﬂbi-li: turtles I I've caught

some in th-‘pnst.. but because there are lots of di Nt pacple invclved -

with the catching and slaughtering, I cannot mﬂl _ _:. Your fourth

question on tumors. Yes, I do recall catching ‘8T the years,

efpeclally one that I caught in 1964 or 65. I _ S8 particulsr turtle
because of the bad state of deterioraticn. We had 3¢ four turtles that
day, and I recall this huge male 'E.u:«t;«_i ‘l.n our net, A rought the turtls
on board our beat, it was in sugh a poor gtth*,;ﬁ.ﬁ'

gelf balls arcund the edges of hie syes mouth snd

ok the size of

& edges of his shell

and wings. The bottom shell was partially colag concaved. Some

#nd I ordered the
turtle thrown over board. However an old time turt! hemmen, who was alse

of the tumors were blesding. The turtle wae still alive

#board and who was catehing turtles since the ml
give him the turtle, that there was nuﬁingmmg , 1
d1d eat the turtle and he is still in geed H3alth to
about jiggings I'm not familar with m;mm

used in our area. I'm \ru-y interested in lea

squasted that I

He and his famfly

o your last question
believe it was
_ Ehar protection on
Green Sea Turtles. I zgree with you that ‘l‘.hp‘_’#l-lﬁ sea turtls should becoms
an endange-ed spacies. Please provide me ith i on who and where
to write and T will send testimony in fm . sas turtls on

the endangered list. Thank you for all __ th. graen sea

Bk

turtls »
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DAVID R, SEARS. M.D,

FPHONE DER. 048

Mar 26, /1973
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ADCREES QHLY THE DimECToR,
BURER OF SPORT FISHERIES
ARG WILOLIFE

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

Kr & E3

Mr. George H. Balazs
Jr. Marine Blologist
UTniversity of Hewaii
Coconut Island

P.0O. Box 1346

Eaneche, Hawaidi 95744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

This is in reply to your request for support of a research project
on the green seéa turtle on the Hawallan Islands Refuge, as submitted
through your letter of March 14 to the Director of this Bureau.

We note that you already sent coples of the proposal to Regional
Director Findlay in Portland and HMr. Eridler.

As perhaps you realize, Mr. Eridler's office has already carried out
an extensive turtle marking program throughout the Hawalian Islands
National Wildlife Refuge. This work was initiated by the Hawaii
Division of Fish and Game a number of years ago in cooperatiom with
this Bureau. Before we endorse a new proposal, we want to assess
the work which has already been done.

We will, therefore, have to delay providing vou with a defipite
answer until we hear from Messra. Findlay and Kridler.

Bincerely,

STINTIN oY

0ffice of Endangered Spacies
nternational Activities




¥
/]! iy P, 0. Box 1346

” Kaneche, Hawaii 96T4L
H December 21, 1072

Hatiomal Audobon Society
G950 Third Avenue
Hew York, N. ¥. 10022

Dear Birs:

I would like to obtain permission to reproduce 200 copies of the
article "Great Reptlles, Great Enigmss" by Archie Carr which sppeared
in the March, 1972 edition of Audubon.

T am currently involved in an effort to obtain legizlation which
will restrict the taking of green turtles in Hawelian waters. At present
there are no laws protecting marine turtles around the major Hawaiisn
Islends. For 1971 the reported catch was just under 20,000 lbg., the
largest ever since records were establighed in 19L3.

I% 1s my belief that increases in touriam and a greater demsnd for
turtle stesk 18 the major factor involved.

Coples of this article would be distributed to legislators, local
conservation organizatlions and other groups that could aid our efforts.

Your asslstance will be greatly appreclated.

Sincerely,

Herg HBotora

George H. Balgzs

Jr. Marine Bicloglst
with the Hewail Inatitute
of Marine Biclogy

GHE :md

January 4, 1973

Dear Mr. Balazs,

Permission granted--no charge. FPlease carry the following
credit: Reprinted from AUDUBCN, the magazine of the National
Audubon Socclety; Copyright (¢c) 1972.

Thank you for your letter of request and your Interest in
Dr. Carr's article.

Tours truly,

fmf "’?“ﬁ/t 40 ¢ -:‘;E_J



ADGRESS OHLY THE

a & ARD: WL
United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
8P 2 0 W2

George H. Balazs

University of Hawail at Manca
Hawaii Ipstitute of Marinme Blology
P.0. Box 1346, Coconut Island '
Kaneohe, Hawail 96744

Dear Dr., Balazs:

Thank you very much for your letter concerning the Green sea turtle,
Chelonla mydas. We are currently reviewing the status of all sea turtles,
both foreign and native, and as yet have made no final decision teo add any
gpacies or subspecies to the Department of the Interior's List of Hative
Endangered Speciles.

Cne difficulty we have encountered in our review of the Green sea turtle is
the lack of rigorous, up-to-date data on the Hawaiian and Pacific populations.
¥We understand from Frank Lund that you have been conducting extensive

atudies on this specles in Hawail. We would be most appreciative if you
could prepare a summary of the situation in Hawaii. Copiea of your
publications and reports would be welcome. This data would help us to
complete our review and make a decision:as to the status of this species.

Thank you wery much for your cooperatiom.

Sincerely,

\ﬂ@g K\‘uuﬂ-. \

H. teiner, Chiaf,
uf Endangered EpEEiEE
ternational Activities
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- 1330 New Haupshire Ave,,N.W.
washington, D.C. 20036
Feb. T, 1974

Dear rrofessor Balmzs;

Jeft Stansbury and I write an enviromnmental column distributed by
the Los Angeles Times Syndicate. We are most interested in the
plight of the green sea turtle and would appreciate any information
that you could send us on ithe situatlon. In addition to pertinent
data you might nave, we would like & phone number where we could
contact you if furtner gueastlions arose.

Pleuse send the material adesesssd to me at tne above address,.l
hope that we can do a strong column in behalf of the turtles.

Sincerely,

M%

Edward Flattau
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Heheamiah Ames
PO Bax 274
gibraltar (Europe)
WIS . 9 Sept. 1973

ME& Ha Ealaza
Coconmt Island

PO Bex 1346

Fansche, Hawail 56Thl

Dear Hr, Balazs,

T really appreciated your letter of June 18th with the specially aptographed
envelops to show it had come from Whalee-Skate. I hope you enjoyed an interesting
time on that and the other ynuewal places you visited, Thank you for taking the
tims to share that bit of your travels with me.

In appreciation of your help in my project, I'm happy %o enclose & copy of the
putdished article for you. (If you'd like cne or two extra coples, just let me know
and I'11 send to yon free of charge.)

Hention of your ssarch in my artlcle has brought the enclosed two replieas,
which contain some points in comon and some syplementary material, The return addresses
lrugivmmhﬁﬂlhmumﬂﬁtnmh‘tﬂthnpursmﬂlr. :

If yon care to write again from ANY place in the world, your letters would be
delightfully received, Thank you &gain for your letter fram Whales=Skate, Tt iz a
treaeyred ites in my collection of envelopes from islands named after wild 1ife.

With all best wishes and kindest regards,

VeV A "
/ ;ﬂ{ﬁm{{ (medas
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CELESHONE AZE-14]4 CARLE ADDEEEE ATCOM™
TELEX DIB-2ETES HaLiran

tijagi;?iﬂaﬁ”%Ei%ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂﬁ%@gaaﬁjcjigi?ﬂﬂzgﬁﬂf

BROKERS - DISTRIBUTORS - FCORWARDERS
KEITH HALL MEWS
P.O.BOXY 183
HALIFAX, NOWVA SCOTIA
B3.J 2M4

March 11, 1975

Dr. Balasz

Hawaiian Institute of Marine Biology
Honolulu

HAWATI

Dear Dr. Balaz:

Tour name was given to us by the local fishaeries
ag a pogsible commercial scurce of frozenm turtle
meat.

We would appreciate vour advising if there are any
commercial freezing plants inm your area, pack
gquantities of this material, together with a full
degeriptlion of specles, pack, and 1f pogsible a
price CIF S58m Francisco or Vancouwver.

Awalting wyour reply with much interest, I remain
Yours very truly.,

ATLANTIC COMMODITIES LIMITED

W. D. VAN SCOYEK -
General Manager

WDVE:imic




April 7, 1975

Mr. W. D. Van Scoyk

General Managar

Atlantic Commodities Ltd
Brokers-Distributora-Forwarderas
Eeith Hall MEWS, Box 153
Halifax, Hova Scotia B3J M4

Dear Hr. Van Scoyk:

With refarence to your inquiry of March 11, please be advisad that no
commercial supply of frozem turtle meat exists in Hawaii, Our indigenous
green turtla (Chelomia sp.) population has been reduced substantially due
to cosmerclal axpleitation and, fortunately, such activity was legally
halted last year. As you are undoubtedly aware, slmilar destructive
trénds have occurred in most other sea turtle populations around the world,
By the content of your letier, I must assume that your company represents a
negative cousaervation factor, in that such inquiries and purchases can
ouly serve to hasten the animal down the road to extinction. Parhaps the
enclosed article by Dr. Carr will give you a greater insight into the prob-
lem and, hopefully, cawse you to phase out your lima of turtle producta,

Sincerely,

Feorge H. Balazs
Jr. Marine Biologist

Enclosura

eg: Dr. A. Carr
Dr. W. King



DAVID R. SEARS. M. D.
AT. 1, BOX R14.D0
KAPAA, KAUAL, HI. DET48
PHOME BE2-3045

December 17, 1973

Mr, G, H, Balazs

Univeralty of Hawsii

Hawall Institute of Marine 2lology
Cogonut Island, P.0. Box 1346
Faneohe, Hawail 96744

Deay Mr, Bala=si

Tn responss to your letter of December 1, 1973, we
have pent letters to the two addressesz you menLinﬁeﬂ lending
our support for the preservation of the turtles of cur islands,

We have al=o asked other people to give this matter

their attention in the hope of gaining more support for
this most important endeavor. We wish you much success.

Sincerely vyours,

&ZW /’*"?5’

Devid R. Bears H.



Jdan, l_],.-, 19?3

Ta: George Balags

From : Ronald Lau
Subjeet: Turtle manuseript

Dear Mr, Balazas;
Thenlk you very much for sending me & copy of your study
on Hawali's turtles. I have taken the liberty to show them
to some friends of mine. OCne of these persons was formerly
g turtle fishermen but sinee a few yemrs afo he has directed
his energies to conserving them., His comments are worth mentioning
to you:

1) Turtles are usuelly ceught in the early morning when they
seem to feed more than other parts of the day.

2) 388.°21 SAES0RE ¥0REALBECSREET1HE" S "HASE OB AR B L8R L HOr Rk

to Hooklpa park which is no longer trus.

3) There are many fishermen who do not report turtle catehes be-
cause of there non-commerelal stetus which accounts for
a huge amount of turtle teken fpom the ocean,

li) the outlaw methoda used to take turtles 1s morse widespresad

than the authorities probabaly realizew. Heason is thet legal
methods is not worth the effort in terms of dollars.

I do not prnffaas to be an expert on turtles nor have the
experience to comment adeguastely on the turtle!s hsbits, However,
I am more than convinced that tuptle's do need saving not for
men elone but for nature's plans, Hence, if I can help in any
way please [eel free to count on me, The flshermen mentioned abhove
may be sending you something of his own experiesnce snd feslings
on the turtle's plight ss he does have your eddress. I hope he

does ss ne has a lot to offer in both knowledge and experience,

_Ei;EéL—- Alehe;
Keee ve THE ( [;; m}\_ﬂ '
Gooe woRke VYookE pom& .



December &, 1572

To: Dr. Alan Zeipgler
Fion ! donatd M.K. Lau
Sub ject: Ses Turtles

Oser Dr. Zeigler, the sea turtles roaiing the coasts
of e ..aalicn chein ave on the decline, I have come to
thls ceonclusien through conversations with some old time
fishormen who have spent & great many years by the sea and ~
have cbserved the reduction in the sightings of these creatures
over the years. One of these fisherwen no longer will kill
or capfjpure any and has burned his turtle net because of his
Teelings for these reptiles.

Some of the local people along the Keane - Hana coast
hunt them by shooting them with .22 réfles from the ghore and
then diving after them. The so celled "commercigl f'ishermeon
hunt them with scuba tanks and sheot the head of the turtle -
of f with sharlt guns (shot zun cartridse at the end of a stiel).
Mnd since this is #llegal (to shoot them), they get around the
law by cutting off the evidence (the turtle's head) before
bringing it to shore. Turtles bring good money because it is
scarce and, hence, greed breeds the worse in man, .

Finally, I would like to add that thera may not be time
for a study while turtles are continued to be slaughtered. A
more sensible approsch would be to stop the slaughtering through
fines and penslties and making the selling of the meat #llegal.,
Then a study can be cerred out and maybe if numbers of the
turtles do increase the erop may be thinned, But as of present
the crop is already rmuch oo thin......

Abolia; @méﬁ f’i ;

Ronald M.X. Lau
F.0. Box 50
Kahului, Hawaii 96732



NATIONAL AEROMNAUTICS AND SPACE ADMIMNISTRATION
GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CEMTER
GREENBELT, MaryLAND 20T

AR or 202 August 21, 1973

Mr. George H. Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:
Your letter requesting information on animal tracking has been
forwarded to Mr. Charles Cote's office here at Eﬂddﬂ?ﬂ. Mr.
Cote is in charge of satellite/animal tracking.
You should be hearing from him in the near future.
Sincerely ;?

_ 'Eiiéj;qitfidffi:

LI
/d F. Cynch, Deputy
.ijiéfice of Public Affairs



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Bohool of Medicine « Department of Physiology
Biomedical Sciences Building T-608 = 1960 Esat West Hoad # Honololu, Hawail orazz
Cable Address UNITHAW

February 12, 1974

Dr. George H. Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Coconut Island

P.0, Box 1346

Kaneche, HI 96744

Dear George,

Many thaonke for the reprint of Archie Carr's article. Very interesting.
I find myself becoming more and more interested in marine turtles. I hope
to do some work on them when T go on sabbatical in Malava in a few months time,
and also here in Hawali. They seem to have some fascinating physiclogical
ecological problems., If only we can keep them off the menus!

Kind regards,

Sinceraly yours,

G, Causey Whittow, Ph.D.
Frofessor of Physiology

GCW : mm

qua! Drircto e Fre
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20240
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-+ DEcEMEERR 38, 1975 !
[FPR Dot 'f-37357 Flied 19 2-THB:48 pm]

PART 20 FSTATE TAX: ESTATES OF DE.
EQE!EH'IE !J‘.F&"IJ'-:E RFTER RUGUST 16, 1554

_DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricwliural Stabilization and Copssrvation

§20.2031-11 [Deledet]
" Pan, % Bection 9,5031-11, of which

the title pnly pppedrs, ks deleted. e Nt gy Fanvice - e
P : e [ 7 CFR Part 736 ]

PART 25-—GIFT TAX; GIFTS MADE AFTER ¢ BURLEY TOBACCO !
; DECEMEER 31, 1954 . Determinations on Markoting Duates ‘for

§95.9512-10 | Doteind] #: 187475, 197575 and 157077 Mo,

-t i = 2 kating Years
Pas, § Sootion 26.3519=10, of whish : ' ;
celeted. i Pursuant to. the Agrieulturs] Adjgsts
fa ”u‘i A L] — % menk Ak of 1938, a5 amended (07 U &

——

1381 v} Beg,). Berolnafter refaired o HE
. Ahe Ack), eomafderation ts belng . glven
o the proclamstion of netlonel markaks
Ing quotas for butley taboess Fop the
IBT4-T6, 199678 and 18

| [FI Doe.n3 37048 Frled 13-27-79:0:42 axi]

t DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

TR i 18- markeiiig
- Fiah and Wildiife Sarvice - yoars and to the dotermingtion gitd pr-
[ BOCFR Past 17 ] nouncermanl. for the 1974-75 nearkeling

yenr, the amaunt of g i onal markeis
Ing guota, tha natiomal reagnve, and {ha
hatlonol factor) & mardeting quote ref-
cerendim. wil' ba held wibhin 30 deys
Biter the proclamatiag, e
Beclion 319(h) - requires meridbing
[E T ©h & poundege basls be hroclakmied
and the pmount of the national markak-
Ing guota for the 3. M mirkaling year
determined fpd announcsd nob lnker
than February 1, 1974,
* Boction 31gic) provides thal the ng-
tionad marketing quatn detérmined under
thiz section for buriay toboeco for any

United Stubes which the
Seoretary estimaten wii be utllized in
Ehe United Bégres Bnd Wi be exported
durtng such markeling  year, pdjugbeg
upward or downward [ such amount gg

COMSERVATION DF ENDANGERED
EPEGIEEJhNn OTHER FISH OR WILDLIFE
Hotlos of Propossd Rube Making
Moblee I hereby glven, pupasal bo the
mithorlty contolned is ﬂ Frdanmered
Speeles on Ask ol 1930, B0 Stak,

820 (16 U.S.0. g5gaa-Gascc), ne amended
by B3 Btat, 275 (10 UAC ESSord to
Eadec—G), thal the Seorctary of the In-
terlor propossa to amend Tite 50, Pard
AT, Appendix A] “Tha TS, Lit of En-
dangered Forelpn Flsh pod Wodlife," of
the Codé of Federn] Reguiations.

This propeesd grnesdinen) would add
the- followlng animals ta Appendi A,
"The T8, Lit of Endaszercd ¥orolzn
Flab and Wihdiife" This possosal

FDIRAL RECISTER, oL, 38, NO, T4E-—FRIDAY, DECEMEER

based upon :Hﬂg'nr.:ir_nn"fhe with the
Sport Fisherles and Wildie,

the Beocretory, fn his diserotion,
mines I desdrehls for the Plicp

whish shows thess mnintatining an pdequate sinpty |

— ] B anlmgls arg threatened with ertlnction  efectng ‘an orderly redoction of
2 due to one oF more of the fotlewing onn- plles b0 the peascve Bupply level
Rdactuss, male  D-faghors, mila didons: (1) Tha dmatru-::t-i-:uu, drastie  gaeh downward adiustmeant shall i
(TEx—01,5 30 (0=) Modifieation, or severs curtnftinent, or eeqd 5 Per centum of snch pstir
G e threatemed destruction,  drustls utilization and exports’ For sach
L EBIA 50 e« mndification. or severe curtallment, of its- keting Fear for which marketing o
sCRESEANE TR+ e O T habitat, or (3 jis overutlllention for are in emect under thiz sestion, the
=l g C e el - DU or Bportng purposes, or (2} pebary in his disoretion may estal!
LI L‘ﬁ  opolasis - Hho eleck on IE of disenss OF prodetion, o | pesarye (horelialber réforrod o o
el e fpfan . (4) othep natural or manmnds factars ‘national ressrve™ frem the oo
R, T | e altebting i continued exlstenes, marketing quota In an amogst o
e T L TR L e Tl oz~ % extesa of 1 per cenfum ‘of the nal
A e o H R R e - marketing quota to be svallable fo;
g 254 mn"“ “""":'":m * H’g“ﬂ: “"?",- dng eorcactions and adfusting frec:
b LT T e 7 e T nn & il Oeretta sania i farm Mmarkeling quatas, and fo
ST TR : S il i marketing quotas for
= ﬁf"‘hm s L0 Erey The "Becretory of the Inforioe {2 hob J8rma (thot s, farms for_which
i Bl 40100 7.y Toreclosed, st the conclusioh © of marketng quotas are not atheryls
it @0 nobico terlod below stabed, Trom bublish. tahitehad) | i )
B LA %mﬁ ing b Hat which omits ene or mare af fhe Lo -ackion 310 10e) Provides, In part,
i . mul #pecles hereln proposed for Hsting, the Tarm mazkeling quats shall be &
LT ﬁm# “ Interesteg Porsdes ave Invited tn'e:_uh- mifned by muliiplving the pre Toiis ¥
i s ML writien commenks, " g tong,” oF farm markeilng quols by g mal
Al Il A phiecklons  coneerning Proposed factor obtnined by dividing the natt
BT Ay pmendment, to the Divectop, Buragn of markebing girra dobarmined under
St W Bport Plalieries ard Wildlife, TM8. De-  goctlan fe) of this rection (lsss tho
Nl A partment of the' Interlor, Washington, Hogpar reaatved by the sum of the §
e aarsir  DLC, 209400, Comments recalved . by marketing guotan for tha. tmmads
PPy Lt 155**@“ March 1, 1974 will ba eonnfdered, ’ Preceding year for afl farmis Tar v
:%'?;-.l.i: = ug;-ﬁ:ilflw“ ) Lvwe A G EENWALT, huEHEl:I !!::Ih;::.:n matrkching qHE'.'tu-E Ei
u g L Birector, Mireny of 'tﬂlcnn;f}ﬁm}'lhh:w!vli i b'I:“]‘m?'-t'i‘mr
. poLTie; . T i il
__p;;.;_qﬁ.:m " Spor? Flaleries and Wildlife, i tetam

Frovided further, Tha!
the mnrkebing vooes Beginning Cotoh
1878, and Detober 1. 1072, the farm n
kiling quats for Ry Form ghall 1s
lean Ehan the smallar af 1} emo-]
mere times fhe favin vlela Limea aese-]
the sum of the figues one nnd e
Honal factor for the earrent Foar,
{2) the farm ma quota for

" Immedlately Sreceding markebing -

ey ofe-hplf Bhe s of the A

and o pational fnetar for 1ive oo

Feal. The farm marketlng quota so-cr

‘Puled for any fnrm for by Fear gt

b iscransed by Lhe nember of poli

by wilsh ntacketings from the farm @

Ing the mmedietsly Drroading year w

less fhan 'the farm markeling” fin

(aflar adiustmontsy - Prowlded, THat p

Fuch ‘Inerease shell not pecesd 1

ampunt of the farm IEFReting -gur

Heluding Jodaed - paindsy far tha i

modiately - proceding marketing i

prior ta any Incresse for undermact:

Ings or deoceaze Tap overmarketings, ¥

Frirm markebing qirotn an eontputad |

enciy fnltn for any vear shall ba redyr

by-Ethe nutnher of Pounds by which s

kotlvig from tha Tarm doring e fme

dintely brvteding year cxceeded the fnr
markeblng guoln  (alier el fuistmants

Frovided, Thal i, an aotount of expc

markelings in the pross ing year, i

Tt marketng quols Is reduced to pe

Pounds without Fefleoting the sntire

ductlon’ required, the additlonal redo:

Hon reguirod shall be mads In sihs

Quent marketing vears,
Beotion 310080 provides

farm ‘marketing quota for m mew fon

ehall ba ke number of  pounds dete
mined by the tounly committes with ap
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zlso, that it

28, 1973



THOMAS Y.CROWELL COMPANY, INC. PUBLISHERS / ESTABLIZHED 1834
666 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10019

Janmry 28, 1974

Mr. George H. Balazs
Jr. Marine Biologist
U. of Howaii at Menoa
P, 0. Box 1346
Coconut Island
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr., Balaza:

Thank you for your letter of January 10, concerning your interest in
our book entitled GREEN TURTLE MYSTERIES by John Waters. For your
information, as you categoriza this title as a booklet This iz &
gtandard Juvenile book, originally published in herdcover.

You have asked permission to reproduce 50 copies of our book, for

frea distribution to elementary school teschers and other educators.

T wigh that I could oblige you in this matter, however, for every

book that is nmot sold, our auther does not receive any royalty
payments, Fifty copies would produce, though not a tremendous amount
of royalties, something, Juvenile suthors, as a matter of record, have
to be quite prolific. They have to be able to have the ability to
write many books in a year, because the money that they receive for
their work is marginal, and that being the case, 1 cannot give you
permission to repr@duce 50 copies. May I suggest that your school
write to our Juvenile sales department, and ask for the ususal discount
for thase bookas? I'm sure they would be only too happy to oblige you
in thia matter.

While 1 realize that our book would be, as you say, of significant
help in educating children on the pracarious position of thesa
reptiles, our pfimary purpose is to be of significant help Eo our
authors, who are also in a precarious position in regards to their
bread and butter.

I hope you will understand our positiofi in this matter. }

o

BS /S 1w

TELEPHONE: [212] 489-2200 / CABLE ADDRESS: TYCROWELL [NEW YORK]




January 10, 1974

Thomas Y. Crowall Company
G666 S5th Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Dear Sirs:

I have read with great interest your booklet entitled Green Turtle
Myateries by John Waters (a part of the series "Let's read and
find out”). The information was presented in an excellent manner
for children. Such reading material will greatly aid the efforts
to conmserve and protect the world's exploited sea turtle resources.

As 8 portion of my work deals with eonserving the Hawaiian green
turtle, I would like to request permission to reproduce 50 copies

of your booklet for free distribution to elementary school teachers
and other educators. I have receilved funds to photocopy this type
of literature from several organizations within the State. Seweral
fine articles by Dr. Archie Carr have already been ment out to over
100 concerned individuals as part of a public awareness program on
sea turtles. Your booklet would be of significant help in educating
childrem on the precarious position of these reptiles.

Your asgistance in this matter will be gréatly appreciated.

Biﬂf—ﬂﬁl?-

=

George H. Balaszs
Jr. Marine Biologist

CHR:ah



e National Geographic Society

TS HELN
NV Ths COMMITTEE FOR RESEARCH AND EXPLORATION
HELYIH H.PATHE
[FEr - WASHINGTOMN, D.C. 20038

EbOwWid W. SKRIGER
SEcwETanT

October 17, 1973

Mr. George H, Balazs

Junior Marine Biologist

Hawall Institute of Marine Biology
Post Office Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr, Balazs:

Thank you for your letter of October 9th describing the project
you would like to have cur Committee for Research and Exploration
consider for a financial grant,

I am enclosing two coples of our grant application blanks. Only
one of these need be filled in and returned to me; the other is for your

files. I am also sending you & copy of our Research Grant Information
Sheet.

I am sure you realize that we are not able to make grants even
for all projects that seem to our Committee to have great scientific
gighificance. Factors such as our research budget and the balance
between projects in various fields must be considered in approving
or disapproving requests,

Sincerely,

-

Edwin W. Snider
Secretary, Committee for
Research and Exploration

Enclosires
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1765 P STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON D.C. 200536

LEWIS REGENSTEIN TELEPHONE
Executive VieePresident {202) 234-4002

. Mr. Michael R. Goodier

Novembexr 16, 1973

Managing Director /
Mariculture Ltd,

Box 65& '
Grand Cayman Island
British West Indies -

Dear Mr. Goodier:

I have just read Mariculture's latest brochure 'New Hope for
the Green Sea Turtle". Your eaterprize appears to be the
first major effort to convert the Green sea turtle into a
farm animal. Your organization's arguments for the mari- -
culture of this species can be summarized as follows:

1. Mariculture is expected to reduce exploitation
of wild populations by putting fishermen out of business
by supplying very high qualicy products.

2. Mariculture will provide large quantities of pro-
tein for starving peoples. :

3. Marieulture will eventually become independent
of wild populations and will compensate losses to wild
stocks as it grows by returning yearlings to the sea,

4. Research related to mariculture will aid conser-
vation efforts. -

While these arguments in favor of turtle farming are laud-
able, I can't help but wonder if they are realistic. 5ince
it would require a lengthy discussion to cover all the argu-
ments for and against these points, I will summarize my anal-
y5is.

1. Relief for wild stocks of Green turtles should not
be expected from a mariculture operation unless methodology,
followed by elaborate regulations and strict enforcement, is
obtained to differentiate between farm-raised and wild-caught
turtles. WNaturally, the expense of such efforts must ba cal-
culated into the cost side of your cost-benefit analysis. jave
you considered doing this? -
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Also, I find it difficult to believe that a mariculture
operation will eventually supplant turtling since such
activity is generally incidental to commercial fishing
operations., I think it is only honest to admit that your
mariculture operation, at best, is a separate activity,
unrelated to sea turtle conservation, but perhaps ulti-
mately independent of and no threat to wild stocks. Of
course, it 1s possible - some sclentists feel probable -
that your mariculture operation may continue to impact
wild populations by stimulating the market and providing,
an outlet for products derived from wild turtles. Also,
it is quite likely that such an operation will continue
to be 4 drain on wild eggs for some years to come,

!

2, It is highly doubtful that mariculture will serve
45 a source of protein for starving peoples if for no ot-'
her reason than it will always be far cheaper for indiga-
nouspopulations to take turtles or dig up eggs than for

"you to raise them. Native fishermen are heavy explolters

of wild populations, but in the absence of commercial ex-
ploitation, this mortality could probably ba withstood.

Additionally, enforcement of laws to permit mariculture
operations without allowing turtling will decrease the
income of native fishermen and quite probably also deny
them this source of protein. I am afraid that turtle
farming will only supply products for the bon vivants of
New York, Paris and Rome. It is conceivable, however,
that a government-subsidized program may work.

3. I doubt that your operation can become Indepen-
dent of wild populations in time to benefit them. It is wy under-
standing that Mariculture, Ltd., is now some three to four years
behind in accomplishing real captive breeding, Your success last
year is interesting to sclentisfs, but not really encouraging
since it most likely will take years to become self-sustaining;
and meanwhile the remaining turtle beaches are being exploited
with such rapacity that we are about to lose, for all time,
numerous population segments.

Returning yearlings to the wild is a good gesture, but it
has not been proven to be effective in compensatifig for
depradations on the eggs. How long will it take before we
can be sure these efforts are working? One estimate I have
heard is a dozen or more years - -far too long im my opinion.
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Also, I am scmewhat perplexed by the statement in your bro-
chure that Mariculture collects its eggs from inhospitable
environments where "hatching would be most improbable". I
would like to see the supporting data. Has anything been
published on this? IC seeas absurd co assume that turtles
lay eggs on beaches where hatchinz is an impossibility. I£.
indeed scme populations do, then I would think they would
aventually disappear. /

4. I think you are correct ino assuming that research
through mariculture will contribute to conservation efforts.
There are two problems, however. No. 1, will your research
support for wild populatioms continue after in-house technical
problems have been solved? No. 2, to what extent will com-
mercial sacrecy hamper the dissemination of your findings?

The Green and other sea turtles are unique, awe-inspiring
crpeatures of great esthetic and seientific value to man-
kind, As the great whales have been ruthlessly hunted by
greedy exploiters, so have the sea turtles. Today, their
numbers much reduced, these anclent reptiles should recelve
the maximum protection until such time as their stocks have
recovered. ’ ]

The Fund for Animals believes that, & moratorium on the ex=
ploitation of sea turtles is tha only rational means of
saving these creatures. DMoreover, we are advocating that
the 1.5, Department of the Interior 1ist the Green turtle
as an endangered specles.

I would appreciate hearing from you regarding the points I
have waised in this lettex.

, - Sincerely yours, '

,{iif zé;é'Ef?
Stephenv Seater .

= Field Director

ce! - - : : K pey
'pPeter Pritchard

Daputy Director

Florida Audubon Society

Drawer iz

Maitland, Flozida 32751
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NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY

THE ZOOLOGICAL PARK

Telephone: WEllington 3-1500 Bronx Park
Cable Address; Zoorarx New YoRE Bronx, M.Y. 10460

25 July 1974

o

To: G. Balazs, H. Campbell, A. Carr, D. Ehrenfeld, F. Lund
P. Pritchard

From: F. Wayne King

Subject: Proposed listing of Chelonia mydas on the
Federal Endangered Species List and Caretta
caretta and Lepidechelvs oclivacea on the
Threatened Species List.

On 23 April 1974 I petitioned the USDI to list

Chelconia mydas on the Endangered Species List and Caretta
caretta and Lepidochelys olivacea on the Threatened Species
List. The USDI notified me that my petition was legally
acceptable under the provisions of the Endangered Species
Act and that this would require them to consider listing

~ these species. Since the Endancered Species Act of 1973
divides the responsibility for animals between the Department
of Commerce's NOAA and USDI's Office of Endangered Species,
that latter office held meetings with NOAA to discuss the
listing. My petition consisted of an anecdotal narrative
of the plight of these turtles and references to some
supportive data which I had supplied earlier to the USDI.
This was enough data, when coupled with their own file
materials, to satisfy the USDI that the turtles should be
listed. However, NOMAA was not satisfied. When this was
pointed out te me I sent a 75 page bibliography on sea
turtles to the USDI. The bibliography contained the vast
majority of references that document the decline af sea
turtles around the world. To date the Department of Commerce's
NOAA response has been that there may be enough data in the
bibliography but since I have not analysed it for them they
are unwilling to propose listing the species at the present
time. Under federal regulations a petitioner does not have
to supply complete data but only needs to supply sufficient
data to indicate that a listing or delisting may be warranted.
At that point the federal bioclogists are supposed to conduct




an analysis of the data available. In other words the
data I supplied, combined with the data in the USDI files,
and the data in the 75 page bibliography that I =zent in
supplies the information which the NOAZ biologists should
be analysing. Their statements that I have not done the
work for them is simply begging the guestion.

In any event, I have contacted people in Washington
on numercus occasions recently concerning this proposed
listing. A compromise seems to be in the works. -In the next
few weeks the USDI and NOAA are going to publish a review
of the status of these turtles calling for comments from
interested parties during a 30-day period following publicatien.
This notice of review is not a proposed listing. It simply
consists of a statement that they might Propose listing it
- if there is enough data. I am writing you to ask each of
¥ou to comment on the proposed review when it appears (I will
sendyou copies at that time) and to supply whatever data
you have on the decline in numbers of turtle=s, eggs, hides,
calipee, scutes or anything else that might be appropriated
indicators of the status of the wild populations of these
animals. Without hard data to reveal trends in the populaticns
I do not think that NOAA willpermit listing of these turtles.

I am afraid that their mother agency, the Department of

Commerce, has a parochial wview towards listing of commerical
Bpecies.

e




ERECATION « RENYEARCH « COMNSERIUATION

NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY

THIE SOOLEGIC N P
Telephone: WElington 3-1500 Bronx Park
Calle Addross: TooPARE NEW YORE | Bronx, M. Y. 10150

9 August 1974

The Honorahle Rogers . B. Mortom
_ eecretarv of the Interior
Interior Building
C Strest " between 18th and
19th Streets, M.W, ; .
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is written to supply further pertinent
informaticn to my petition for listing Chelonia mydas on the
Endangered Species List and Caretta caretta and Lepidochelys
olivacea on the Threatened Species List (see my petition of
23 April 1974: the Fish and Wildlife Serviee Acting Associate
Director's reguest for more informatiocff of 5 June 1974 (FsSF/5E-
16076) ; and my reply of 20 June 1974).

Since neither the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service nor
the National Marine Fisheries Serwice has yet published a Proposed
Tisting of the petiticoned speciez in the FEDERAL REGISTER, I
can only conclude that the Departments of the Interior and
Commeérce do not intend to abide by the legal requirements of
Subsection 553 (=) of Title 5, U.S5.C., and Section 4 {c} (2)
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and Section 17.13 (c)
of Title 50, Chapter 1, Subchapter B, C. F. R. which dictate 3
governmental review of any listed or unlisted species upon
petition of an interested party with substantial evidence to
warrant the review. Under the fe@deral regulations the evidence
supplied in the petition does not have to be definitive. It
needs only to be substantial enough ‘to indicate the need for
review by government zoologists., The data I supplied (in the
petition, in separate talks with USDI Office of Endangered
Species biologists, and in the 75 page bibliography of sea turtle
population biology and scology supplied to the Acting Associate

= Director of Pish and Wildlife) =atisfied the legal denotation of
the word "substantial" in every sénse.
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I am, however, here supplying even more evidence
of the need to list one of the petitioned species, the green
sea turtle, Chelonia mydas, on the Endangered Species List.

The green turtle, in addition to being listed as an
Endangered Species because of its own critically low population
levels resulting from over-exploitation by man, should be listed
as Endangered because of the similarity of appearance of the
scutes of its shell to those of the already listed hawksbill
turtle, Eretmochelys imbricata. The hawksbill cannot be adequately
protected unless the green turtle is also listed. Such listing
of "look-alike" species is permitted under Eactlnn 4 (e) of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973.

This need to protect the hawksbill turtle by listing the
green turtle is documented in the import records of the USDI
and Justice Department case records of violations of the Endangered
Species Conservation Act of 1969, :

In May 1973, the New York Zoological Society and the
National Audubon Society notified the USDI Special Agents assigned
to import inspection at J.F. Kennedy Airport that several New
York City retail merchants were selling tortoise shell (= hawks-—
bill turtle) jewelry in apparent violatien of the Endangered
Species law. Those reports led to federal cases being made
against several merchants and suppliers not only in New York
,.City but also in other parts of the United States. The result
‘“'was that by September $250,000 worth of hawksbill jewelry had
been confiscated by the government, and the merchants (Cartier,
B. Altman & Company, Henri Bendel, and Bonwit Teller) and the
designer/suppliers (Les Bernard, Lucien L. Stern, Celia P. Sebiri,
Zaharoff Industries, and Aldo Cipullo) had signed consent decrees
agreeing not to import any endangered species products in the
future. These cases are relative to the listing of the green
turtle, Chelonia mydas, on the Endangered Species List because
the jewelry was falsely imported as Chelonia. The jewelry was
imported from manufacturers in Italy who obtained the hawksbill
turtle scutes from southern India. The original export documents
from India only indicated that “"tortoise back shells® were
exported. The Italian manufacturers, however, claimsd that the
scutes came from the green turtle, Chelonia mydas, and: provided
a letter from an employee of the Naples Aguarium which stated
that Chelonia mydas was the most abundant turtle in the waters of
southern India. Aside from the fact that the employee was wrong
about the relative abundance of the- Indian turtles, the letter
did not specifically identify the hawksbill jewelry items in




Note that under Section 4 (2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 the following conditions must he met in
order to justify the listing of a Similarity of Appearance
species:

"(a) such species so closely resemhles

in appearance, at the point in guestion,

a species which has been listed pursuant
 to such section that enforcement personnel

would have substantial difficulty in

attempting to differentiate between the

listed and unlisted species,

"{B) the effect of this substantial
difficulty is an additional threat to an
endangered or threatened species; and

"(C) s=uch treatment of an unlisted species

will substantially facilitate the enforce-

ment and further the policy of this Act."™
s

s

The proposed listing of Chelonia mydas as an Endangered
Species similar in appearance to the already listed and critically
endangered Eretmochelys imbricata fully satisfies all these
conditions.

The case for a Similarity of Appearance listing of
Chelonia mydas on the Endangered Species List, coupled with my
previous petition for listing the species because of the
endangered status of its wild populations, clearly warrants
the immediate publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER of a Proposed
Listing of this species on the Endangered Species List.

Publication of a Review of Status, rather than a Proposed
Llsting, will be viewed as an attempt at further delay, since I .
know the USDI has already reviewed the status of this species and
found it to be endangered -- the species was Proposed for
Listing under the 1969 Act (see the FEDERAL REGISTER of 28
December 1973) on the very day that Act was repealed by the 1973
Ret. Failure to immediately publish the Proposed Listing under



guestion. These imports were a clear attempt to import the
prohibited Erstmochelys by declaring it to be the unlisted
look=-alike Chelonia.

Then on 1 August 1974, another shipment of tortoise
shell products was imported through J. F. Kennedy Airport. The
shipment was imported from Fa. Usaha Wanita of Djakarta, Indonesia,
and contained approximately 48 separate items, ranging from
. _jewelry boxes, to powder compacts, to belts, to small spoons.

The import declaration again declared the items to have been
manufactured from Chelonia mydas scutes, Examination of the
items by knowledgeable herpetologists reveals that all the
products are made from hawksbill, Eretmochelys, scutes, except
for the belts which were indeed made from Chelonia.

The scutes of these two species, the already listed
Eretmochelys and the yet to be listed Chelonia, are similar in
appearance and cannot at the present time be separated by any of
the USDI Special Agents assigned to import inspection duty in the
United States. In fact, most professional herpstologists would
be unable to distinguish between the twoswhen they are seen in
manufactured (product) form rather than as raw scutes, The total
number of individuals competent to identify the species of the
manufactured scutes probably does not exceed 8-10 people in the
entire United States,

The vast majority of the tortoise shell products moving
in international commerce are made from Eretmochelys scutes --
in fact, the belts from Indonesia are only the second time the
staff of the New York Zoological Society has ever seen such items
made from Chelonia scutes. But the fact that soms Chelonia
items are manufactured will be an inviting "loophole" in the
prohibition on importing Eretmochelys.

There can be little guestion that unscrupulous importers
will attempt to thwart the ban on the importation of hawksbill
shell products by declaring them as Chelonia mydas on the USDI
3-177 import declaration forms., The cases cited here document the
potential. Such violations are certain to increase when the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Spefies of Wild
Fauna and Flora comes into effect —- Eretmochelys is an Appendix
I species while Chelonia is an Appendix II species under the
Convention. :




the 1973 Act may warrant legal action against the Department.

Director, Conservation and
Environmental Education

cc: Hon. James L. Buckley
Hon. Jacobs K. Javits
Hon. Henry M. Jackson
Hen. John V. Tunney
Hon. Mario Biaggi
Hon. John D. Dingell
Hon. James K. Grover, .Jr,
Hon. J. M. Murphy
Hon. Leonor K. Sulliwvan
Hon. G. William Whitehurst

it

Hon. FPrederick Dent

Hon. Henry Kissinger

Hon. Russell Peterson

C. Bohlen .
W. Conway

L. Greenwiip

G. Balazs

H. Campbell

A. Carr

D. Ehrenfeld

J. Grandy

T. Garrett

R. Hughes

R. Inger

F. Lund

J. 0liver

R. Plunkett -
P. Pritchard




U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Mational Oeceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARIME FISHERIESE SERVICE

Soutbwest Eegion

Honolulu Repregentative

F. 0. Box 3530

Homolulu, Heawaii ©6812

August 30, 1974

Dr. George Balazs

Hawaii Institote of Marine Biolopy
B. 0. Box 1047

Kaneohe, Hawail 96744

Dear George:

The enclosed item from cur market news report calls attention
to a notice that appeared in the Federal Register of August 16,
1974 concerning sea turtlea.

The Department of Commerce and Department of Interior are com-
ducting & Joint status review of the green turtle, loggerhead
turtle and Pacific ridley to determine whether they should be
listed as endangered or threatened species.

Interested parties have until September 16 to submit their
comments,

Yerv truly vyours,

7nt-

Fobert T, B, Iversen
Reglonal Representative

Enclosure

ce: FEW, Gerald V., Howard
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