s Buried alive!

by Nowixe Rouse

Fj;w DIVERS have ever seen turtles
buried in the mud. I had been
surmised that this occurs, however,
because turtles have been dredged up
in the Canaveral channel on the east
cagst of Florida,

The reasof turtles bury themselves
15 neither known. nor understood.,
This may be a form of hibernation, a
means of ridding themselves of bar
nacles, o a way o wisrm themselves
after passing through cold water
(since turtles are susceptible w hy-
pothermia). Until now, there have
been no known underwater EYEWiL-
Ness e ports.

Large male loggerhead turtdes have
been observed with a bamacke it
term bk suggests they huve been par
tally buried and that the barnacles
have died from lack of oxygen. This
pattern is like an inverted V with only
the barnacles on the middle and rear
end sill alive. Many of the large male
loggerheads scen in the Palin Beach
drea in winter exhibit this pattern,

On February 8, 1984, membersof a
scuba club were diving on the B0-foo
reef east and a lintle south of Palm
Beach Inlet. This is a popular dive
spol, and is visited several times a
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woek, summer and winter, Until this
vear, the area o the west of the reel
wias imade of saned. Now there is mud a
few inches thick just off the reef. This
mud increases w nearly a foot ou
from the reck, Tt is believed to be sedi-
ment from the remendows amount
of freshwater pumped into the ocean
through the canal system by Florida
Water Management, This was done
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tor bower thee level of Lake Okeweho-
bee and to prevent flooding. This
miue is extremely slick and seems 1o
he made up of very fine particles,
When stirred up, it stavs in solution
for a long time hefore settling.

The authior, & member of the dive
gronp, sighted whar looked Tike a dis-
carded turitle carapace on the muddy
Bosttonn, She swam over wr examine it
more closely and lifted it from the

a6

Feaat Lo s 0 she conbd find out when
killedl it, She was surprised 1o find i
wits i whole turtle, and affve. It woke
up slowly, raisedd its head from be-
neath the mued, and took offin a cloud
oo salr,

Another carapace wis spied. Like
the first, it was a large female fog-
gerhead, only not as sound asleep: so
it responded more rapidly, stirring up
0 much silt that it became impossible
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W s anvihing else in the arca. This
wis in 90 feel of witer, with a bottom
temperature of 71°F, Later that after-
noon, in the same water conditions,
two more large mirtles were found

buried. As on the earlier dive, both of

these were large female loggerheads.

Since that ome, po more boared
turtles have been found, although
body pits have been seen, This indi-
90 feat= 27.4 matary; TEF- 21,77
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METURBED BY MVERS af o defik of S0 feef
{leftl, n fuvied fogperkead uvile (Caretta
ca el i) mores rllr.l.'r.ﬁn'_'.'. shirring n'_ll.-.'n'.-n'nl.-.ur.r.-.-m
fhelawe . At vesl o loggerkead can suroior for
hviees wibhowt breathing,

Both prsbegraphs by J, ©, Do

canles dhan the turiles bury themselves
only for a shon time, or they bury
themselves so deeply that no part of
their carapace 15 visible to the diver.
Subseuent observations sugirest that
they do not stay bunied long enough
in this area to term their behavior as
hibernation, As often happens, when
one such piece of information s
found, it leads to many new questions

-

that oanly time can answer, 0
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