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6016 Brenner Drive
Jackson, MS 39211-2801

Friday, June 28, 1996

Mr. George Balazs
992-A Awaawaanoa Place
Honolulu, HI 96825

Dear George:
I can’t tell you grateful I am for our QSO while you were operating portable on

French Frigate Shoal. This is one of the rarest "Islands on the Air" (IOTA) locations,
and you will probably be the only ham I will ever work from there.

George, I know you are very busy, but could you please take just a moment to locate
our QSO in your log, sign and return the enclosed card? No printed QSL card is
required: just your signature on the card I am enclosing. I have tried to make it easier
for you and to save your valuable time,

1 have also enclosed a "green stamp" (to h='n you with your expenses) and a SASE.
Many thanks for your help, George.

73, and God bless you,
K5SMK
Enclosures: K5MK QSL Card Special WH6BLQ/P Card SASE

"Green Stamp"
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Garry V. Hammond
VE3XN

5 McLaren Avenue
Listowel, Ontario
CANADA, NAW 3K1

Dear George, WHESBLQ June 18, 1085

It was my pleasure to have the opportunity to contact you recently via amateur radio. You
no doubt realize that all too often we cannot have the nice, leisurely QS0 we would like when a
number of factors are at work on the band these days. Propagation does not always make the
copy the bast and with the number of stations using the crowded radic spectrum there is QRM,
hi

| thought | would include a few items in a letter to go along with the QSL card enclosed. First of
all, | have been interested in the radio hobby ever since | was fifteen years of age and my dad,
Vermon described listening to shorwave stations back in the 1830%s. Dad made it Sound
interesting and for eight years, shortwave listening and amateur radio maonitoring as VE3-7564
were important to me. However, | did wanl to talk too, so in 1965 | eamed my amateur

operator's license and became VE3GCO . In 1984, Communications Canada offered "older”
hams two letter suffix calls and | was happy to receive VE3XN. The former holder of the call
was Mr. Hobbs Langford, a radio pioneer in Canada, a radio inspector, and a manufacturer of the
AN receiver. (Thanks to my friend VASDN | now have a completely restored model of the XN-4.
Meedless to say it has a place of honour in the living room of my home.)

My Interests in the hobby have always been DX oriented. | love collecting QSL cards and hope
that you will confirm our @SO. All of the QSLs | have, more than 60 000 are filed alpha-
numerically. Many of these QSLs were exchanged during the times that | have operated with
commemorative callsigns or special prefixes fo honour a special event of my community,
province, or national activity. | first began using special calls in 1967..3C3GCO to
commemorate the centennial of Canada, Since then, many others have followed. Some of
these have included VA3HAM, CI3LSS, VY3CPX, XN3XN, CF2E8A (Canadian Flag 25th
Annlversary in 1090), XN50A, VA3I200M, VC350A, VD325E, etc.. etc. All of these special calls
were also operated to support the Maple Leaf Awards program which | have administered for
many years. Along with the MLA prefix award, | am custodian for the Increasingly popular
C.IS.A. (Canadian Islands Award) for working different islands of Canada. This island program
was begun because of my Interest in the enjoyable |OTA awards of the RSGB. In December,
1993 | became the first station in Morth America to eam the IOTA “T50" Islands Plaque.
Naturally, | continue to look for islands, worldwide. If you purchase the CD "SEEK YOU" by
QZ1ADL and G3WZZ listen for "XL3XN" on cut 6 *The Contest™...that is I, hi, hi..|

Qualifying for awards has always been fun. For a.number of years | published The Radio
Amateur Awards Directory of the World. Perhaps when | retire, Il get back to publishing i,
In the meantime | have eamed awards from 110 different DXCC countries, Presently, | like the
challenge of collecting plaques rather than wallpaper, hi. DXCC has been worked on nine bands
from 10M 1o 160M including the three WARC bands. Currently all countries have bean worked
and confirmed on S5B and MIXED. | still need A51, VU4, and a good 5A to have them all of
CW, too , hi. | continue 1o look for new band countries and have been successful (o the point of
having 9BDXCC of more than 2 100 countries. hi. | also continue to look for new prefixes for the
WPX Award of Excellence. | have more than 3 500 prefixes confirmed.

Since 1982 | have been doing the initial sort of QSLs for the VE3 QSL BUREAU. This involves
receiving and sorting about 100 000 QSLs per year and getting them fo the sub managers, It is
& way of giving my time to others to help them enjoy the hobby too. | continue to act as a RAC
checkpoint for WAS and VUCC awards offered by the ARRL.



Page 2 Letter comments from VE3XN

In 1988, | was one of a number of radio operators who provided communications for the joint
Canadian-USSR POLAR BRIDGE SKITREK expedition across the Arctic Ocean. At Igaluit |
used VEBXN, at Resolute | was QRV as CIBXN and CIBC and from Eureka my call was
VEBXN/CI8. Long before this experience | have had a fascination with the polar lands. To this
day | still enjoy hunting for northern and southem stations. | am keenly involved in working
Antarctica stations. The DIAMOND DX CLUB of MNaples, ltaly sponsors the WABA and WASA
awards. | am the Canadian checkpoint for these awards. Their plaques are beautifulll |
continue 1o enjoy working new bases and stations. | do hold the TOP HONOUR ROLL PLAGUE
with more than 110 stations, 20 nationalities, and 70 pius bases worked over the years.
Someday, perhaps after my retirement from teaching secondary school geography students
age 15-19 years | will be able to travel to the Antarctic region. It is my dream to be active from a
number of bases and callsigns there, hi. Ever since Canada acceded to the Antarctic Treaty in
1988, this should make it easier.

Over the years | have enjoyed travelling and photography. Both of these hobbies work in very
nicely with my teaching and radio interests. It has been my pleasure to operate from such places
as WIAW, HV3SJ, 4U1ITU, 4U1UN, /KHE, /NHBE, VETEXPO, VE3GCONPS, VEZXN/VPS as the
1986 Canadian contest winner, VP2SM, VP2DAE, VP2LC/p, 9Y4VE, 9Y4VETobago,
G4ANVESIGCO, VPZMAA, VOTAA, UK3KP, UZ1AWA, and ZB2CX 10 name some. Visiting LAOKM
and Box 88 QSL Bureau in Moscow and helping operate Canada's premier contest station
VE3EJ have been thrilling too. Thanks to all my very thoughtful friends for these experiences!

| often write and/or contribute items lo radio publications so if there is any information or piciure
of you, your station, your QTH, etc. you would like to share with me, | invite you to send it along
with your QSL. | make every effort to oblain a copy of the publication for anyone whose phato or
story is used. So please consider this request. On the other hand it is nice to always receive g
Q5L card when one is available, without anything else necessary. hi.

At present my station consists of a Yaesu FT-1000D transceiver. | use a TL-822, as NECESSANY.
| like to stay friends with my neighbours. hi. The antennas change from time to time but
presently | use monobanders on 10, 15, and 20M as my QSL shows. An A3WS is used on 12M
and 17M . My BOM antenna is a full wave delta loop and | try o load it on 40M. A simple dipole
has provided me with more than 200 DXCC countries on 30M, and | have a simple inverted L on
160M. | must express my thanks to my good friends Dave Quail, VE3MDQ and John Slymer,
VE3EJ for their engineering and maintenance work on the antennas here.

You can probably tell that my Dad, Vernon E. Hammond, caused my life to change for a
lifetime. He provided me with my first shorwave receiver! For thal, his love, advice, and
encouragement | will be etemally grateful. Thanks to you, too, for being a part of the enjoyment!
| hope that we will have the opportunity for another Q@S0!

T3 from my family,

Good luck, good healthy, and prosperity,

Garry, VE3XN m
! /



WHeBLGQ June 19, 1995
de
VE3XN

Dear George,

Well, George, [ was on a real roller coaster ride with you on the 20m band a couple of
weeks ago. I'll go on to explain. I hope you'll read this. hihi.

As a long time IOTA chaser I have looked back at OC-055 and wondered if the French
Frigate Shoals would ever come on the air, again. In five trips to KH6 in 1976, 78, 80,
82, and 1984 I had made inquiries but was discouraged and more or less told to forget the
idea. hi. So I have waited patiently waited. Others tried including Halians all to no avail
Then along came the evening of June 7 local time and two friends called me and said
WHGBLQ would be on from 0600. Terrific, I thought...and went to bed at 0200 UTC, 10
pm local time.. set the alarm for 0550 _.and came down to the shack in time to hear
VEINS taking a list. I got on it easily,. We waited. I worked on student evaluations.. but
started 1o get weary and told miyself that if vou did not show by 0800 (4 in the morning) T
would go back to bed a try and get a couple more hours of rest. Low and behold there
you were on the 7th of June at 0720...57 on the § meter.. fantastic. you worked VKONS,
WHOASW, KH6WU, and KHGJEB and had a nice time talking to your XYL and one
young OM...I was happy you said you'd go freestyle since you were 57-55 for the 15-20
minutes of your ragchewing with the "local® Hawaiian fellows and family.. but by 0734
with KH6ACD, a yl working you, the band started to QSB..you got to work
KC6MYL. WDSMGQ and others. AATAV.AAOAV. then the fading became very
pronounced as I called on the peaks. hi. You were working Europeans too.. GIMCS at
0749 to ON4ADN.. FORM by 0800, FOGL KASTQF, W6RT...and I thought VE3IXN at
0814 . unfortunately N6AWD kept calling in over you by 0816 you were talking to
Guam and went on to SM3KOR at 0818, GOLRJ and by 0830 when vou were back to 53
copy you were going to bed. 1 had heard you say you would try to back on about mid day
your time.. unfortunately, I had to go to Kitchener-Waterloo, a city 60 km from here and
get some coloured slides processed for a colleague's retirement. I was giving the
presentation to our school's assembly of about 1200 staff and students. So_when 1
returned home at 0000Z on the 9th I was told you had gone to change a battery . many
had a good QSO with you in the 2300+ hour that T was driving back here.. I waited as
VETIU and KH6WU called but you were obviously working, That evening morning at
0600 I got up again looking for you...but unfortunately you did not show. That was a
short night with just 4 hours sleep.. That afternoon 1 came home and was told you might
be on from 2200 to 2300 UTC when you would QRT..I kept the guys company but no
luck, you must have been getting your work completed and were loading up for the
return flight to Oahu.

As far as T am concerned 1 made a contact...although NOT a very good one with all the
QSB and the QRM from N6AWD and other enthusiastic callers. hi. I don't know how
you had the patience to stick with it. Wish I could have made a better QSO!.__



page 2 to WH6EBLQ from VEIXN

1?13:11: you very much George for our ROSE atoll QSO from before and 1 still cherish the
piece of antenna wire you placed on the attractive photocard of the turtles!

If this QSO was not acceptable. .. have you any idea when you or any other naturalist may
go back to French Frigate Shoals. 7777

73, and good luck to

Clarry, VE3IXN

/
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SULLIVAN

s U 14737 Pickets Post Rd.
ZAK OC-0573 Centreville, VA 22020
U.S.A.




K3FN || 75

CONFIRMING Q50 WITH RADIO

WHLELQ/P JAMES E. MECKEY
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idme min RS(T) 2x
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“STAMPEDE CITY AWARD”

Sporsored by Calgan Amateur Radio Associobion

Cibtaln 10 polnts oy confocting Colgony amateuss
onany band/mode from Jan 1, 1962
Log inforrmaiion "ONLY" required. VE&s con
guialify by oparotion outside af Albarta,
Avaliobie 1o SWL'S,
The following shofions VESSD, M {CLUB 5THS)
B LIFE MEMBERS: AP, GG M, RH. REL. 54, =VE= VO,
WETDE & VETOK each count 2 polrits.

Other Calgary statlons count 1 polnt each,
Send log Infomnation o Award Marogen
Russ. A. Wilson VESVE,

1235 RICHLAND ROAD MLE,

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA,

T3E 55
Cost of Award Is $3.00 U/'S.
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Michel HAMOMNIALIX
Po Box 104

22650 PLOUBALAY
FRAMCE

F/HHZHM to WHEFLAP

i il s e e e

Bate UTC MHz Mode RST

=l s e S e T S R e ko e

FE_E_ sl 73"s de F/HHZHM

oc [ ¢g5s =

CALIFORNIA

ivi

JOHN F. W. MINKE, 1l
6230 Rio Bonito Drive

Carmichael, CA 95608

WORLDRADIO DX EDITOR
EX: WEKYA, WABJDT, K2IKS

To: WHGEERL.OG P
Confirming the following QS50:

08 Jun 95 2350 20m 2XS5SB 59
Your @S0 was Appreciated! 73!

M raEasL
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MISSISSIPPI

HINDS COUNTY

KoMK

DHCC HONORROLL SBOXCC 1OTAS00 LICENSED 1958

KSMEK CONFIRMS QSO WITH:
WHEEBLG /P
B June 1B85 23+13-UTC
REPORT BAND MODE QEL
33 28 METERS 2X S5B PSE

=) [oramon LARRY R. McKAY

6018 Brannar Drive
11-2 SLA,
Jm:h%f];;lif%fq;&m u.s

UPFSEQSL LUTNX QIL TS A

ELIFDA D CLLE

BUNKER HILL VILLAGE, GRID EL29, HARRIS COUNTY

NSUR

NSUR [ AARRGOO TR CONE IFME
asowmi  WHEBLGIP | ¥ Jum, 55
iEHSE{ UTG 14 MHE 28 558 52

PLEASE QSL

MAILING ADDRESS: A. E. BUZZ JEMLE, 8 LEISURE LANE
HOUSTON TX 77028-5123 USA

YOUR QSL IS GREATLY APPRECIATED FOR THE MANY AWARDS I CHASEI
TAY Aew [o7a )

SM3KOR

S5-812 93 Kungsgirden

sweden




Julbocken is in fact @ goat made of straw. it's also a Chrstmas tradition. Julbocken was said 1o bring swests
to the good children. Evary year the merchants in Gévie put up Bis giant goad, This Is & local Chrisimas
tradition. Unfortunatedy it hes also become a tradition to sat fire 1o i The marchants have fried everything,
fram guarding & to maeking it freprood, but i seems 1o be & difisult job, to make & last to Chrisimas,

L PO LY Y [ S

Confirming QS0 with WHEBLGQ/P
_0B=Jun-95 @ 0817 on 14.0MHz 2way SSB
Time 0817 Report 57 73 de Lars
PSE QSL for Award Direct or via Bureau

-.'_-_i!|'l 4T —::.::E:i_ s

SMAKOR is a Serlous eflort for Cantesting, DXing and Fun, Sevicus affart rquires
Serious hartware. This is why & antannas hare ans by OHACD, ZONE 14

10 m =45 al, 15 m G+6 ol Yag A =
mmmm.ﬁ m:a‘w‘ﬁr p.; Fer OF OS5 LOCATOR JPBOHO

B0 m faur sguare 180 m Slopars H X 802
Tranciesers IC - 781 - —

Linars By Hervy vOEC R WASM
Towvar 150 taet Rolating Top Of Europe Contasters

Pse
g{rrm QsL QSL via S5A, Ostmarkagatan 43, 5-123 42 F diract.



A JHKB3EFD

MELBOURNE ZONE 30 AUSTRALIA

MAIDENHEAD SOUARE QF22XE FL
DXCC WAC wAT

VK3UYE

EX VKORO MAWSON 1958/ 1959
=58

To Radio VJHL&LCQ T ==-{aso

f_L_'-'!,{q Em_urc RST 43 Freq /¥
PSE/ i QsL

iz
io 732 BOB O IBAD
111 MASCOMA 5T., STRATHMORE, VICTORIA, 3041, AUSTRALIA !

“1live in a very small house but
my windows look out on a very

laroe world.” Confuocins 350-478 B.C.

Confirming |2X

VE3XN

Greeting from Russia
el e 2T 5

UA6150-409

™ KHY WHEBLQ Gene Shestakov
o POBox 18
Novocherkassk 346407
DATE uTC MHT REE- MODE Q50 WITH

98 Oct 199Y | 7:5P | 14 | 55 |58 | j2vBC, I12MWE

1'D BE VERY HAPPY TO RECEIVE YOUR SL VIA ﬁ%ifﬁ:&édr’w

mmuvmmlmmmsunanw DK !
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MELBOURNE ZONE 30 AUSTRALIA

MAIDEMNHEAD SOUARE QF22%E #ﬂi
DXCC WAC WhT

VK3UYE

EX VKORO MAWSON 1958/ 1958

To Radio . ""'J HLM_LL Confirming iE!J{ %‘?—- Qs0
on f_*{g":lg M_ UTC RST_£3 Freq f‘i‘tgﬂHz
"

PSE/Taf asL ;ﬁ,., 73 BOB O qu

111 MASCOMA 5T., STRATHMORE, VICTORES, 301 AUSTRALIA

1 hive in a very small house but
my windows look out on a very

targe worlil.” Confucios 350-478 B,

VE3XN

il
|
,I
tarm

Greeting from Russia

A% 273

UAG6150-409

™ KH8/ WHEBLR Gene Shestakov
Vid: Eﬂ_m 13
Novocherkassk 346407

DATE MHIT HSE- HMODE QEQ WITH

uTC
P8 Oct199Y | 7:sp| 14 | 55 |ssB | jzvBe, /érmE

I'D HE VERY HAFPFY TO RECEIVE YOUR OSL ViA .ﬁ.‘m‘ _5’5:?;*{5.)? ﬂ]-"—:@??ﬁ-'

PSE CFM MY 5WL BPFRET. 1 ‘WISH YOU SUCCESS AND A4 LOT OF Dx |

fr KIEFD Pre—
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Caonfirming 2-way QS0 with MM/L
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AUSTRALIA
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Shizuoka Japan
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— Member of JARL —

Chiaki Sato “AKI”

744-3, Habuna, Shibakawa-cho, Fuji-gun
Shizwoka 419-03 Japan
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GREETINGS FROM AUSTRALIA

VK4DJD

OPERATOR: Jonathan
QTH: P.O. Box 6041, Upper Mi. Gravatt, Brisbane, Queensland 4122
TRANSCEIVERS: Kenwood TS-8065, Yaesu FT-70GC, Uniden HR-2510
ANTENNA(s): 4 Elemant Triband Yagi, 7 Band Vertical, 80m Dipole
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OP Hiroshi Obara

QTH 2-25-25 Komatsushima,
Aoba-ku, Sendai City,
Miyagi 981 Japan
LOC-QMO08 JCC-0601
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Firsl bopnsed in 1863 a1 the age of 16, | hava oparated weing the tellowing call signs:
WNZJYN, WBZJYN, WBISOR, ABSSOR, KBAJ, 45TAJG, BN1MM {guesi op). BOTAJ, 8Q7BQ,
KEBANHCE, HCBX, KBALHC1/HCEHES, XFA0X, KIANKHE, T320J, KeaJKHEK, WiALX
KHE, HSHE (guast op), AHTA, and TAgA.

I work in the Emergency Depl. of & Chicage-anea hospital ga & 1l lima Emergency Madicineg
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BUNKER HILL VILLAGE, GRID EL29, HARRIS COUNTY

N5UR

Confirming Qs0: WHEBLQ/FFS
Tdun, 85 2353 UTC 2X 558 14 MHE
RS(T) 52 PLEASE QSL for my awards!
QTH N3UR: HARRIS CO TX
73,y (070 71~

MAILING ADDRESS: A. E. BUZZ JEHLE, 8 LEISURE LANE
HOUSTON TX 77024-5123 USA

YOUR QSL IS GREATLY APPRECIATED FOR THE MANY AWARDS I CHASE|
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BUNKER HILL VILLAGE, HARRIS COUNTY TEXAS

NSUR

Confirming 0s0: WHEBLGQ/ KHS Confirming QS0 WHEELD.-’FFE
24 0ct 95 0702 UTC 2X 558 14 MHZ Jdun, 95 2353 UTC 2% SSB 14 MHT
RST 33 PSE QSL OC-190 AST 9 PSE QSL OC-055

Tnx & 73! Buzz, NSUR Tnx & 73! Buzz, N5UR

MAIL ADDRESS: A. E. BUZZ JEHLE, 8 LEISURE LANE
HOUSTON TX 77024-5123 USA GRID ELZ29
PHONE 1-713-464-6023 EMAIL buzz@onlineresource.com
YOUR QSL IS GREATLY APPRECIATED FOR THE MANY AWARDS | CHASE!
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DEAR OM/YL, A LITTLE MORE ABOUT THE MAN BEHIND THE CALL. 1 WAZ
BORN TN 5T. LOULS MO IN 1951 & LICENSED 15 YEARS LATER IN CINCINNAT
OH AS WNSTFJ, EARLY ON 1 BECAME INTERESTED IN DKING, CONTESTS, ANI

. COUNTY HUNTING. [ HAVE OFERATED AS WARTE), WABTE)/YVE, WASZHL
WALYPF, WBSURN, GAVHD, BULITU, ZFIRE, VPZLGR, VPIUR, VP1A), V3IUR
VIALIR, NSUR/VIP9/P)/VPZK/C NA-O89, VPSBIX, AND WAS PART OF THE WORLE
RECORD VPZKC CONTEST TEAM IN 1979, AWARDS: #1 DXCC HONOR ROLL
SEONCC, SBWAS, USACA #B831 ALL US COUNTIES, IOTA 550+, 196 CANADLAM
ISLANDS, 162 CANADIAN PREFIXS, WAZ, WPX 2800+, WABA HONOR ROLL, WASA
10X10 9866, YLISSE 7206, MARAC R-2553.

[ MARRIED MY LOVELY WIFE GAY [N 1987 AND' DUR SON ALLEN WAS BORN T8
1991, NEITHER ARE LICENSED. [ AM A SELF EMPLOYED PETROLEUM ENGINEER
BS LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY; A CPA; MBA FROM HARVARD (OF wlM
1973-5) 1 ALSO COLLECT STAMPS, ESFECIALLY BELIZE AND GUYANA, ANE
RAISE MON-VENOMODUS SMAKES OF WHICH 'WE HAVE 7O IN A ROOM SEFARATE
FROM THE SHACK. STATION: KENWOOD T3-830, ALPHA 89, TELREX TBEEM A1
23M, BUTTERNUT 80/30/30, CAROLINA WINDHAM 1&0/75/WARC 731 BLEZ
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