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The rocket launcher facility
Wsﬂ for Ka‘'u hnhyni'tmhaen
called a “spaceport” by promeo-
ters trying to glamorize some-
thing that will violate the
environment and pierce the
peace of this rural area. During
recent months, a new and evil
word has become familiar worl-

prop-

osed for Ka'u, “Mo Scuds for
Ea‘u, Thank yvou!”

Feorge H, Balazs

Honoluly




Geo myth

Editaor:

The myth that only one per-
cent of the forest will be affected
by peothermal development
needs to be laid to rest. Wao
Kele O Puna has about 27,000
acres. 500 megawatts (MW) of
geothermal will directly destroy
a minimum of 1,500-2500 acres.
That's 510 percent if all went
perfectly, and we've learned
that geothermal in Hawaii has
been quite imperfect. Add in
secondary effects on the forest
and the percentage game
becomes meaningless. It is
shameful for the state to prom-
ote such myths as a "one per-
cent sacrifice” when it iz reck-
lessly gambling with Hawail's
biological heritage; the stakes

Here's how our dear siate
government has lied Lo us on this
point, The 300- Lo 500-acre figure
the state likes to quote refers to
the first 100 MW only. There can
be no 100 MW without the whole
M0 MW — the Big Island can't
use it and the cable requires
muegabucks. Amd, there are not
G0,000 relevant acres of Puna
forest which the state uses for
figuring. The 7,000 acres of
lowland Wao Kele are biologi-
cally unique, and the state must

What happens when you per-
iodically kill all the hirds in the
surrounding area with poison
gas releases? And drive
away with constant noise?
what if the forest iz bi
pollinated? And what if it's the
last forest of s kind in the
world? Of course, these are just
secondary effects, not even
reflected in the acres-cleared
figures. We can't dizcuss these,
because then it becomes clear
that we are destroying the entire
native Hawaiian forest and not
just some percent, as though it
were an acceptable sacrifice.

Words like extinction and bio-
logical diversity can also be
quantified and made Lo seem
less personal. But to whom else

goes the respongibility for the

E

a%:

‘murder of entire species and

ecosystems, but to those
humans whoe promoted it, and
those who allowed it Lo happen?
Extinetions are forever and
believing government propa-
ganda does not release one from

this higher responsibility to the
earth and our children.

Anne Wheelock
Hurtistown
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Editar:

Imagine coming over a hill or
rounding a bend and encounter-
ing & large truck whose left front
tire iz almost three feet over the
center line into your lane.
Although most truck drivers are
safe and responsible, there are
others who abuse their privilege
todrive and hog the road, Given
our narrow Kona roads, nearly
nonexistent shoulders and
increased traffic, this scenario
is happening more often.

There is something you can do
i you gel safely around the
truck. Take note of the truck
company, date, time, location
and if possible a fruck mumber
anl:l license plate. Truck compa-

nies keep a log of who drives
whal;, where and when.

Call the police with your com-
plaint, The police will visit the
company with your complaint.
After several complainis, the
police will patrol the area where
the driver is scheduled to drive.
Algo eall the company as oo
company wanls to employ an
unzafe driver.

B. Easley

Kailua-Kona

No Scuds

Editar:

The rocket launching site
proposed for Ka'u has often
been called & “spaceport” by
promoters trying to glamorize
something that will violate the
environment and pierce the
peace of this rural area,

During recent months, & new
and evil word has become famil-
iar worldwide., The word is
Scud; “Scud” best conveys
what is being proposed for Ka'a.
“No Scuds for Ka'u, thank you."

George Balazs
Honolulu
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