Visiting diver suspects algae

fact, it is more Green Hawaii than Blue Hawaii.

I find it
ingduuanhlihﬂ:-whmwmmmhdgaa
problem.

“Algae? It wam't here a week ago ... must

COMMENTARY

By URSULA KEUPER-BENNETT

Imwrhin;ﬂﬂ:]mn-rmmﬁimd:nlnim
who can't ke pen to flipper and fin.

For me this no longer matters. Afier spending
Islmm:hmmlhﬂigiﬂmmnng
mdm:ﬁmdlilr.ﬂﬂsirmr time on Mau,
Mext summers will be spent in the Caribbean a3
Maui can no longer provide decent ocesn for me

BYTIORE.
Em['mmluﬁn;mﬁl]'uhﬂmuy—my
aquatic friends can't up and leave as easily as |

camn,
This summer, like two summers before (1989),
there is alleged algae choking the waters off Hon-
okowai, [ say “alleged"” becanse no one admits to
it being here.

Each moming the wpic of conversation at the
mdnnrmj:whmmmmhl.m cnmm‘iym
are suggestions, *'Try Hooolus | ., 1's pret-
ty clear™ “Been 1o Olowalu? You might try
there." Advice spews forth, but does anyone stop
o ponder how sad things get when you have 10
search for decent ocean?

Here in Honokowai there is algae everywhers,
fouling the beach, in thick green mats rapped be-
tween reefs, floating free like gruesome
Brillo pads, lodged in and around coral ; i

interesting that not only is nothing be-

have been the eclipse what broughr it.”

“ Algae? Must all the sun we"ve had lately, ™
Mytnubmd-ﬂ[mm:hcl.ﬂnhulim-
We rifled through the July, June and May hack is-
murThHuﬁHeWmﬁudmu-
goe of daily concern, not a peep from one
Oh, we did find one article on stinky seaweed at
Kahului and one about & diver holding up a strand
of the green slime. (I can show you plenty places
where a diver can be covered in the
stuff). And one article was the crown jewel in all
this — an article by Jill proclaiming we
should welcome the stuff for use in our gardens,
kind of like being you got roaches because
they can be di in chocolate and sold as a pro-
Lein

There is so litde being written or said about the
algae that one wonders if there isn't some conspis-
acy of silence.
Mga:maﬂ’mmim,m[ﬁ‘um“
dom"t natice,
Aﬁg&:mmmmmm
about plans knows what makes them grow. Nitro-
Een, A0 Mystery, nitrogen is a fertilizer,

To get this explogion of algae means somehow,

L eee——



Ciﬁﬁ%j
conspiracy

somewhere nitrogen is getting into the waiers off
Honokownsi. I can hazard a guess to possible
sources — fertilizer from pi le/sugar fields or
inadequate meatment of sewage from the increased
development here,

I have been videotaping the mess here, Berween
hmm“ﬂp:m-‘pmupmmiu:mich.m
the sand flats around 40 fest deep are acres of al-
g:—m—mpmufuuvmbﬂhywﬂm-

Unless there is acknowledgement by your gov- |
emment that there is an algae problem, the Kaana- -
paliHonokowai/Kapaloa area will have water
more like Lake Erie shadge than Hawaiian prigtine.

If you head makai sraight from this condo,
there is a wrtle house with cight o 10 individuals
all expecting to see me each moming. They have
been there forever, and their ancestors were here
before the first umans,

They are ancient but they have no pockets 1o
camy any mne:.r::m:}- aren'y registered fo vose,

can't lobby Congress, they can't even voice
ﬁ:mBu:!m! £

The water here is disgusting; OK, allegedly dis-
Busting from all this alleged algas,

Oh, and as for your island motto **Mani Mo Ka
Oi", .. Notif you're here 10 enjoy the water,

Ursula Keuper-Bennett is a resident of Toronto,




Council
sees how
algae is
problem

By JILL ENGLEDOW
Stal Writer

WAILUKU — A videotape show-
ing divers swimming in a forest of
algae off Honokowsai brought home
the severity of the infestation of
‘West Maui waters a1 8 mecting yeg-
ierday of the Coonty Cloanei] i
Works Commitice.

Commines Chalrman Par Kawano
thanked wvisiting divers Ursuls and
Feter Keuper-Bennent for showing
the wvideo and asked for & copy w0
send o Mayor Linda Crockett Lingle
along with a council request for
Eumu{d:.;ﬂngtn pey for sudies of the algal

If the mayor doesn't come up with
funding within two weeks, Kawano
said, the council will tackle the
bern and try to find & source of
He said he will ask the state to con-
tribuie resources to the effon.

Commites members spent nearly
three hours hearing iestimony and
wiking questions of a variety of wit-
nesses and experts i the council
chambers,

Several spenkers commented they
had mol realized the exient of the
boom until they saw the Keuper-
Benneit's video, aken just off the
codast near the Mohonani condomini-
um the couple has visited each sum-
mier for years.

Mrs. Keuper-Bennert said  the
growih i worse at Honokowai than
af cither Kaanapali or Kapalua, and
i5 thickest near a culvert now under
construction, She said she and her
husband believe the culvert is fun-
neling extra nutrients inio the water
and feeding the growth there,

Eeuper-Bennenn  said the 1991
bloom 15 worse than the one in 1989,
and there was some & Fn-wih a
Homokowai in 1990, when i1 was not
present in other ansas.

The video shows divers swimmi
through clouds of the green souff,
shallow shorcline waters clogped
with it and thick layers washing up
along the beach. The Keuper-Ben-
meits said other visitors ai their condo
dont even want io go ino the water,

See COUNCIL
on Page AL
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Gouncil sees how algae bloom

Continued from Page A1 Pﬂi

fearing it conains sewage.

Several other visiting and resident
divers warned that the is T~
ining water quality, killing coral,
threatening marine life and likely Lo
do great damage 1w Maui's tourist
iracks.

They emphasized the necessity for
irmmediate action hecause the bloom
is growing fast and killing coral that
will take decades to replace.

Steven Dollar, a marine biologist
al the University of Hawali Institue
of Marine Biology, said he's never
yihing like the bloom the
videotzpe depicted, and thinks
“*some change in the environment™
has caused & disraption In the natural
input of nutrients from land 1o sea to
cause the hloom.

Dollar did a study last year, fol-.
lowing the 1989 bloom, but concen-
Luﬂndmlh:wmuﬁﬂﬂmpﬂ]ihﬂ

found no sign of excess mutrienis
from the COUrse Or Sewer Creat-
ment plant. There was no algal
bloam all i last year,

He gaid he did not know there was
algac elsewhere along the coasdine
at the time, or he would have tested
there.

Mow, Dollar said, he ““wouald love
to be involved'" in any effort 1w de-
tarmine what is feeding the algae off
West Maui, He ializes in sudy-
ing how the *'‘murient subsidy”” of
run-off from activitdes on the land af-
fect the ocean. He said Maui has an
unusual amount of *“channelization®
like the culvert the Keuper-Beanetts
mentioned, and he hos always won-
dered if that could cause problems in
the sea,

Dollar said he's sampled water off
every coastal golf course in the siate
and found few problems, **We don’t
gee this kind of situation" anywhere
in the islands, he said.

-

is a problem

rine Options Program studenls mﬂ“\

able to help conduct the study.
h‘r‘ahulaui.dﬁ.l{. botanist Isabella
Abbott, an expert on seaweeds and
especially on this particular alga, wld
commitce  analyst w$ Boteilo
ghe would oversee @ Ex=
periment 10 leam how the alg
ﬂadupmm.regpund:mdmm:]-
m"f‘nn‘:fm said he would like work
with all the interested parties Lo solve
the problem. 4

Eugene Akazawi, SUpervisor for
gt
tion, said his o
part any such effort by providing da-
1a the state has collected i moniior-
tnglh:maﬂﬂlm.mwnmd@m
have been findings of excess mir0-
mumﬂmhﬂqﬂmmi.
Wahikuli snd Mahinghina, which
“mnsm'mdkﬂtthuehlmb'
lem®" that could come from *‘any-
mﬂulmd-“

The kind of study Dollar special-
izes i would follow a smudy pro-
posed by William , @ ma-
rine botanist from the Bishop Muse-
um, Magreder's proposal outlines a
five-week study in which divers
would docurment the location and ex-
tent af the Bloom and would suggest
the next sl&p.

The study would cost 514,880, and
would result in “‘an educsied opin-
jom"" about possible causes, and *‘our
best deas for managing it,"* Magrud-
er said. ; T

Magruder said ongoing monitoring
is important, becauss a bloom like
this could have been started by some
event that took place months ago,
guch as a major slorm washing mutri-
enis im0 the sea

Ray Tabata, associate director of
the UH. Sea Grani Exiension Ser-
vice, smd Magrudger's study
*gounds like a good first siep.” He
gaid Maui Community College Ma-
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Diver Kevin McAfes examines the molted shell
of a spiny lobster during a dive off the Honokowal
coast. McAlee, a master dive instructor and presi-
dent of Kapalua Dive Co., said the dense algae
that has hit the coast between Honokowai and Ka-
palva has been devasiating coral and other ma-
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The Maul Hews 7 BATTHEW THAYER phota

ring lile. Tha thick algae floals with the currents
and tides and clings to things like coral and the
antennae of lobsters. He said much of the coral off
Honokowal has been killed by the algae. “it's sad
when you think of how long the stulf (coral) took 1o
grow and this stuff is just killing i1," McAfee said,




