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Stomach contents and tissue samples are preserved. Injured
turtles are typically those that have partially drowned in nets,
but human-induced injuries have also included embedded
fish hooks, spear and bullet wounds, and injuries caused by
dynamite blasts and boat propellers. BSTP personnel and 2
veterinary surgeons treat sick and injured turtles. BRI main-
tains several seawater tanks for rehabilitation.

Sea Turtle Database
Data collected through monitoring efforts of sea turtle

nesting activity (e.g. numbers and locations of nests, num-
bers of poached nests and turtles, numbers of disoriented
hatchlings, post-hatchling emerge data from excavated nests)
and data obtained from sea turtle strandings are compiled
and maintained at BRI. Fisheries Division and other inter-
ested governmental and non-governmental agencies are pro-
vided with compiled data upon request.

INCREASING ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

BSTP personnel are actively involved in conducting
extensive public education programs on sea turtles and pro-
moting increased awareness about conservation efforts in
Barbados. The frequent beach site visits by Project person-
nel has resulted in an increased spread of information re-
garding the status and conservation of sea turtles in Barba-
dos. Prior to the beginning of each turtle season, notices and
articles are put out by the Project in local newspapers, re-
questing assistance from the public in monitoring and con-
serving turtles. Flyers and pamphlets are sent out to all
beachfront hotels and restaurants and coastal property man-
agement agencies. Direct consultations are made with hotel
managers, hotel staff, coastal property managers, beach clean-
ers, beach vendors, and enforcement officers in the interest
of enlisting their support for turtle protection. Information
on maintenance of turtle nesting habitats is disseminated to

coastal construction companies, architects and landscape
architects in attempts to mitigate potential adverse impacts
of coastal developments. Project personnel give talks on sea
turtle biology and conservation to schools, governmental and
non-governmental agencies, and organise formal presenta-
tions at a variety of public fora. Environmental programs
implemented by governmental and non-governmental
organisations in collaboration with the BSTP have furthered
the active participation of the general public in monitoring
turtle activities and maintaining turtle habitats.

Non-consumptive Use of Sea Turtles
In 1997, a coastal fishing community created a popular

tourist attraction by capturing, raising and releasing 6 green
turtles. These animals are hand-fed daily and can be predict-
ably seen by dive boats, glass-bottom boats, snorkellers and
sea bathers. Although neither WIDECAST nor the BSTP
encourage the rearing of sea turtles, these animals have proved
to have considerable educational value in that local people
can see the attraction that tourists have for live turtles. Prob-
lems with this type of non-consumptive use may occur if
appropriate guidelines are not put in place that will deter too
many other persons creating similar attractions.
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PHOTO-IDENTIFICATION OF HAWAIIAN GREEN SEA TURTLES
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Our study demonstrated that use of facial markings is a
reliable way to identify individual green sea turtles. Dr. Herbst
and I had to compare 25 turtles appearing on videotape with
93 images representing 30 animals. We correctly matched
21 animals to their photos and weren't fooled by the remain-
ing four whose photos were intentionally withheld from us.

The basic use for facial photo records is for underwa-
ter fieldwork where turtles either don't have tags or you will
disturb them if you have to read the tags. Reading faces lets
you stay farther away and observe them more naturally. -
possibly for their entire lives.
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