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Our study demonstrated that use of facial markings is a
reliable way to identify individual green sea turtles. Dr. Herbst
and I had to compare 25 turtles appearing on videotape with
93 images representing 30 animals. We correctly matched
21 animals to their photos and weren't fooled by the remain-
ing four whose photos were intentionally withheld from us.

The basic use for facial photo records is for underwa-
ter fieldwork where turtles either don't have tags or you will
disturb them if you have to read the tags. Reading faces lets
you stay farther away and observe them more naturally. -
possibly for their entire lives.
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