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Appendix Two

Resolutions Of The First Meetin

g And Workshop Of The Regional

Marine Turtle Conservation Program (RMTCP)
(Noumea, New Caledonia, 13-15 August 1990)

L. Resolution On Japanese Bekko Trade

Recognising that the hawksbill munle
(Eretmochelys imbricasa)

is traditionally valusble for the countries of the
South Pacific region,

moting that there has been a significant decling in
populations of the hawkshill turtle in many places
a5 & result of trade in scales of the hawkshill
(known as bekko),

further noting that Japan is the Iargest importer of
bekko in the world and that Japen has increased its
imports of bekko from the South Pacific in recent
years,

we urge the Government of Japan to assist the
conservaiion of hawlkshill turtles in the South
Pacific region by considering a significant
reduction in its imports of bekko from the South
Pacific.

L. Resolution On Bekko Terminology

Noting that Japan is the major importer of the raw
scales of the hawkshill furtls Erstmachelvs
imbricara and that import consignments of thaze
raw seales are identified as “beldeo® in Japanese
trade statistics,

Further noting that national trade statistics
currently use & vanety of different and confusing
terminology for bekko or do not have a distinee
category for this materal,

in order to better understand the trade factor
adversely affecting the conservation of murtles,
thers is & need for & standardised nomenclarure for

export consignments of the raw scales of the
hawksbill turtle,

We urge governments of the South Pacific Region
to adopt as a standard the word “bekko™ when
referning 1o export consignments of the raw scales
of the hawkshill turtle and 10 adopt A uniqus
wategory for this matedal in their trade staristics.

3. Resolution On Turtle Expiloitation in
Indonesia

Recognising that green turtles are a highly
migratory species and that available tag recapture
data indicates movement of green turtles behween
the South Pacific Region and the South East Asian

Region,

noting that there are very heavy levels of turile
harvesting and exploitation occurning in the waters
surrounding Indonesia and that the Bali Turtls
Market is one of the largest in South East Asis.

we urge the Government of Indonesia 1o:

(i) node our concern at the level of commercial
trade in grean turtles centred around Balj:

(ii} eater into discusssons at the regional level to
develop cooperative arrangements for the
management and conservation of green turtles
in the South Esst Asian Repion: and

(iii} cooperate with the countries of the South
Pacific Region on inter-regional initiatives
for marine turtle conservation and
MmANa FEmennt,

4. Resulution On Regional Cooperation On
Turtle Conservation

MNoting the resolution of the Fourth South Pacific
Conference on National Parks and Protectad Areas
calling for the endorsement of the South Pacific
Regional Manne Turtle Conservation and
Management Program by the SPREP 1GM
Mesting,

further noting the recent progress made with the
development of & regional cooperative approach to
the conservation and management of marine turiles
in the South Pacific Region through the South
Pacific Regional Manne Turtle Conservation and
Management Prooram,

again recogenising the highly migratory hehaviour
of marine turtles and the coliusal and subsstence
importance of these animals to the people of the
countries of the South Pacific,
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eacouraging close linison betwesn conservation
agencies and education institations in designing
curricula,

6. Conservation Measures

6.1 To identify important breeding and feeding
sites and encourage countrics o protect and
manage these gites,

To be achieved by the Project Team Leader and in
consuitalion with the Project Leader Team
developing a list of critical and key habitats (hoth
terrestrial and marine) for marine urtle
populations within the region and encouraging
countries through the provision of technical
expertise and/or financial assistance, 1o prepare
and implement plans for the protection and
management of thess habitats, in consultation with
traditional landowners.

6.2 To develop applicabie guidelines for the
management of furtle harvesting for incorparation
into national marine turtle legislation,

To be achieved by ENCOUraging and supporting
countnes ia:

a) survey turtle nesting sites and to monitor all
forms of impact including traditional/subsistence
harvesting, local/national/regional/international
levels of commercial exploitation; incidental catch
through fisheries interactions and the impact of
pollution or habitat degradation (both terrestrial
and mannel;

b} identsfy trends and to set realistic guidelines for
traditional wiilisation, and

€} entourage countries to take where MECESsary
specific action 1o reduce or minimise thess
Impacts,

7. Conservation Education/Publicity Programs
7.1 To develop an education program promoting
the conservation of marine tustles in the regiom.
To be achieved by the Project Team Leader and in
comsultation with the Project Team coordinating
the implementation of a regional education
Program on marine turtle conservation, and
assisting individual countries in the production and
translatien of various educational materials into
local languages,

7.2 To promede community involvement by non
govemnment conservation groups, church Eroups
ete. in development of local or COmMMuURItY prajects
involving marine turtles (e.g. nest protection,
recording traditional uses for turtles); and for the
distribution of educational material to Jocal
COMmAnHes,

Tnh-umhi:wd.h:.rmnl‘*rqimTumL.u&rm in
censultation with the Project Team coordinating in
cansultation with government agencies, a program
of commueity involvement through the provision
of technical and/or financial assistance and
educational materials 1o COmmunity groups.

4, International Efforts

8.1 To encourage countries to accade to
international and regional Epecies conservalion
agreements (especially CITES) and to review the
need for specific provisions relating to marine
turtle conservation in regional agreements,

To be achisved by the provision of technical
expertise and financial assistance to enahle
cauntries to establish administrative procedures
required 10 aceade to and implement infemational
Bgreaments.

8.2 To participate in international effores
promoting the conservation, management and wise
use of marine tuntles,

To be achieved by the regional program linking in
with manne turtle programs in other ragions
through liaison with the [UCN/SSC Marine Turtle
Specialist Group, the UNEP East Asian Seag
Program, the IUCN/WWF TRAFFIC Metwork
and other non-government orpanisations,

8.3 To encourage the exchange of information and
development of joint conservation Programs
between "range” countries within the region.

To be achieved by those countries entering into
bilateral/muitilateral agreements in establishing the
framework for the development of long=term
management and conservation strategies for shared
MATIOE FESMITCes.
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recognising also that the conservation and
management of marine turtles require both national
instiatives and regional cooperation,

recommends that consideration be given to the
negotistion of & regional agreement for the
conservation of threatened T ETAaLOrY marine
species, particularly marine turtles, in the form of
a protocol to the Convention for the Protection of
Environment and Natural resources of the Souwth
Pacific (the SPREP convention) by the Parties to
that Convention,

3. Resolution Recognising Dr Archie Carr's
Wark

Recalling that the late Dr Archie Carr traveiled to
Mew Caledonia in 1979 1o participate in and offer

cncotirugement o an SPC sponsored workshop on
marine trtles in the Pacific region,

recognising that Dr Carr's life-long work on the
conservation and research of marins furthes in the
Caribbean constitutes the foundation for many
similar work worldwide,

realising that Dr Carr provided valushle assistance
and inspiration o the initiation of certain mafine
turtle consesvation activities in the Pacific,

therefore be it resolved by the Steering Committes
that Dr Carr’s significant contributions to marine
turtle comservation ba gratefully acknowledged,
and that u copy of this resolution be transmatted to
¥ra Carr and the Archis Carr Cantre for Sea
Turtle Research in Gainesville, Florida, USA.

Resolutions Of The Second Meeting And Workshop Of The Regional Marine Turtle
Conservation Program (RMTCP)

(Noumea, New Caledonia,

1. Resolution On Turtle Exploitation In
Indonesin

Recognising that green turtles are a highly
migratory species and that available g recapiure
data indicates movement of green turtles between
the South Pacific Region and the South East Asian

Region,

noting that there are very heavy levels of turtle
harvesting and exploitation oocurming in the walars
surrounding Indonesia and that the Bali Turtle
Market is one of the largest in South East Asig.
the Steering Committee of the South Pacific
Regional Manne Tunle Conservation Program,

urges the Government of the Republic of
[ndonesia 1o

(i)  note its concern at the level of commercial
trade in green turtles centred around Balj:

(i) enter into discussions at the regional level 1o
develop cooperative arrangements for the
management and conservation of green turtles
in the South East Asian Repion: and

{iii) cooperate with the countries of the South
Pacific Region on mter-regional initiatives
For marine turtle conservation ana
mARagament.

12-14 August 1991)

2. Resolution On Regional Cooperation On
Turtle Conservation

Noting the resolution of the Fourth South Pacifie
Conference on National Parks and Protected Areas
calling for the endorsement of the South Pacific
Regional Marine Turtle Consarvation and
Management Program by the 1990 SPREP [GM
Meeting,

further noting the recant progress made with the
development of a regional cooperative approach to
the conservation and management of marine turtles
in the South Pacific Region through the Scuth
Pacific Regional Marine Turtle Conservation and
Management Program,

again recognising the highly migratory behaviour
of marine turtles and the cultural and subsistence
‘mpartance of these animals to the people of the
countries of the South Pacific,

recognising also that the conservation and
management of manne turtles require both national
initiatives and international and regional
Lonperation,

recemmends

fi}  that consideration be given to the negotation
of a regional agreement for the conservation
of threstened MiZTaloTy marine species,
particulacly manne twrtles, in the form of a
pretecol o the Convention for the Protection

Thr Souihl Pacific Beplonal Marine Tunly Comseramtnn vl Mandgement Program (@AITCP) (§ k]
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of Environment and Natural resoiirees of the
South Pacific (the SPREP convention) by the
Parties to that Convention,

(ir) thas the island countries of the South Pacific
FEgION give strong consideration to accession
to the Washington Convention (the
Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
« CITES) which provides for the protection of
five out of the six species of marine turties
QCClming in the South Pacific,

3. Runlul.imﬂuhmﬂekkndee

Recognising that the hawkshill wrtle
(Eretmochelys imbricara) is traditionally valuable
for the countries of the South Pacific rEgion,

nating that Jagan is the largest importer of
hawishill turtle scales (known as bekko) in the
waorld and that Japan has increased jts imports of
bekko from the South Pacific in recent Vears,

further noting that Japan has recently announced
that it will stop importing bekka at the end of
1993,

The Steering Committee of the South Pacific
Regional Menne Turtle Conservation Program:

Congratulates the Government of Japan on 1ts
decision te end its imports of bekko, which will
greatly assist the conservation of hawksbill turties
in the South Pacific region,

urges the Government of Tapan to remove it
restrvations on the Appendix | listing of sea
turtles under the Convention an International
Trade i Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES) as soon as possihle,

4. Resolution On Arnarvon Wildlife Sanctuary
In The Solomon Islands

Recognising that the Amarvon Island Group in the
Isabel Province, Solomon Islands is one of tha
largest and most important nesting sites for the
hawikzhill rurtle | Eretmochelvs imbricara) in the
Sobomon [slands, and a sigmificant rookery for this
species in the South Pacific region.

noting that there has been & decline in the number
of hawkshill urtles nestng in this area in recent
¥ears and that hunting for commercial trade is
likely to be a major contributer to this decline,

further noting that a wildlife SEMCILATY Was
previously established in the Amarvon [slands
group but now no longer axpsts,

acknowledging that the Solomon lelands has
recently undertaken turtle conservation activities
(with the support of SPREP) including turtle
population surveys, education and the drafting of
new legislation to control turtle exploitation,

The Steenng Committee of the South Pacific
Regional Marine Turtle Conservation Program:

Expresses its support for turtie conservation
activilies undertaken by the Solomon I=slands and
APpors a continuation of these afforts,

endorses re-establishment of the Amarvon
Wildlife Sanctuary with the full supparnt of the
traditional landowners and national and provincial
authorities,

urges that. as a urgent priomty, intemnational and
regional conservation and development agencies
assist the Solomon Islands to procesd with the
establishment of the Amarvon Wildlife Sanctuary
a5 500N a5 possible,

5. Resolutions On Turtle Conservation In New
Caledonia

Considering that New Caledonia and Dependencies
is an important breeding ground for the following
species of marine turtles:

Green Turtle (Chelonia Fyeiar)
Hawkshill turtle {Erermochelys iribrricara)
Loggerhead turtle (Carena CArena)

also considering that statutory protection for
marine turtles already exisis in New Caledonia, the
Steening Committee of the South Pacific Regional
Manne Turtle Conservation Program:

Urges *Association pour la sauveguarde de la
nature nea-caledonienne (ASSNC) to PeTERVane
with its research program and information
campaign for the conservation of marine turtles,

supports all actien taken by ASNNC with the
ternitorizl authorities and the ressareh bodies
present in New Caledonia 1o combat poaching and
secure the strict enforcement of stamtory
provisions relating to marine turtle conservation,

6. Resndution On Information On Fiji Turtle
Conservalion

Recognising that Michsel Guinea has surveyed the
distrnibution of marine wrtles in Fiji in the late
1970°s. useng his own resources,
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noting that little detailed data on the distribution
of manine turtles in Fiji is available in published
repuorts,

The Stesring Commuttes of the South Pacific
Regional Manne Turnle Conservation Program:

Invites Mr Guinea 1o submit a formal report of his
Fiji turtle survevs o SPREP for consideration for
publicatinn.

7. Resolution Recognising Mr Peter Thomus

Recalling that Mr Pater Thomas has played a
significant and fundamental role in sucoedsfully
initiating and implementing the South Pacific
Regional Marine Turtle Conservation Frogram,

miting, with regret, that Mr Thomas wil] be
leaving the Program 1o undertuke professional
pursuiis elsewhere in the South Pacific e,
The Steering Committee of the South Pacific
Regional Marine Turtle Conservation Program:

Resolves that Mr Thomas be eratefully thanked
for his substantial contributions to the Program,
and that he be wished continues success in his
fieture endeavours,

8. Resolution Recognising Mr Alan Banner

Recalling that during the early 1970°s American
Peace Corps Volunteer Mr Alan Banner
vigorously worked at the village level on behalf of
the conservation of marine turtles i the South
Pacific region,

nating with deep regret that Mr Banner lost his
Iife a5 a result of a fatal shark attack while
swimming ashore to conduct marine twrtle
conservation duties at Muutele Tsland in Western
Ramuo.

The Steering Committee of the South Pacific
Begronul Marine Turtle Conservation Program;

Resnlves that Mr Banners' work be gratefully
recoptized and remembered,
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Development of the South Pacific Regional Marine Turtle
Conservation and Management Program (RMTCP)

 Sylvia Spnng
Present address: Marine & Coastal Section, Department of the Environment, Sport and Territories,

Canberra, ACT

Previous address: Australian Mational Parks and Wildlife Service, Canberra, ACT

Introduction

In Australia six species of marine torthes are
prodected under Fisheries and Manire Conservation
legislation both at the Commonwealth, State and
Territory levels. Provisions exist which allow the
traditional harvest of turtles for food and for
traditional purposes but not for sale. In addition
Australia bas been a party to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) since 1976 and all
exports and imports of turtlesturtle products into
and out of Australin are prohibited,

This simation leads many people to believe that
Australian populations of manme turtles are secure
and indesd ai the moment they probably are.
However available data from tag recaphure
programs indicate that Australian populations of
green, hawkshill and loggerhead turtles migrate
into South East Asian and South Pacific waters
(See Fig.1). Australia is aware that the
conservation of Australisn populations of marine
turtles cannot be achieved solely at the national
level and that regional efforts involving range
countries are essential for the long term survival of
marine tartles.

Of particular concem is the knowledge that both
hawkshill and green murtle populations migrate to
couniries where they are harvested for submistence
and commercial purposes. There 15 a need to
understand, quantify, manage and monitor these
and other impacts, such as incidental catch, 1o
enable the setting into place of affective long-term
management and conservation strategies,

It was with this in mind and with knowledge of
and active participadion in existing regional
mechanigme/forums that Australia was sble o
successfully support, along with other South
Pacific nations, the development of a Regional
Marine Turtle Conservation and Management
Program under the direction of the South Pacific
Regional Environment Program (SPREF).

Development of the Regional Marine Turtle
Conservation Program (RMTCP)

The Second Intergovernmental Mesting of SPREP
in New Caledonia in 1988 cadorsed a
recommendation that ™ 0 profect for the

coordination and infegration of regional marine
turtle management initiarives be developed which
will focur on the promorion of field conservation
activities, the development of supporting
legislation and public awareness programs and the
development of regional arrangements for marine
turtle management °. The meeting further
requested the UNEP representative to bring this
resolution to the attention of the South East Asian
Regional Seas Program with a view to seeking
inter regional cooperation on this issue.

A Working Group was convened at the Fourth
South Pacific Conference on Nature Conservalion
and Protected Areas held in Vanuatu in 1989 to
develop an outline for such & regional marine
turtle program, As convenor of this Working
Group, | was requested by SPREP 1o develop
prior to the Conference, the first draft of the
Regional Marine Turtle Management and
Conservation Program (Spring 1989) which
provided the basis for discussion in the Working
Group.

The Working Group consisted of representatives
from CITES, Greenpeace, TRAFFIC, the World
Wildlife Fund, Australia (WWF} and country
delegates from Papos Mew Guinea, the Solomon
Islands, Tokelau, Western Samoa, Fiji, Australia,
and the Federsted States of Micronesia.

The revised deaft RMTCP document was tabled
and accepied by the Fourth South Pacific Mamre
Conference which made the following
recommendation ® this Conference adopty the
regional maring furtle program for implemenialion
within the framework of the SPREP; recommends
thar aid agencies provide funding and support for
the implementarion of the regional marine furtle
program, recomiimends thal the necr
Imterpovernmental meering of SPREP endorse the
regional maring rurile program and rges thar the
UNEP Eauwt Avian Seax Program note the regional
marine rertle program developed by this
Confererice with conxideration given fo the
adoprion of @ similar program, and ro
inrerregional cooperation between SPREF and the
Easr Asian Seas Region on the subject *

At the SPREP Stesring Committee which met
immediately following the Conference the RMTCP

Thir South Pacific Beplonal Mariae Turtle Contervainon and Manaremenr Program (RATOP] 174
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wiis discussed in the context of the SPREP Work
Program. The SPREP Steering Committes asked
the SPREP Secretariat to include the RMTCP in
the SPREP Work Program which enabled SPREP
to immediately begin looking for extra budgetary
funding for the RMTCP,

Objective of the RMTCP

The overall aim of the RMTCP is * o conserve
marineg turtler and thelr culiural, economic ard
muritional values for the coastal peoples of the
connrrier served by the SPREP =,

Implicit in this carefully thought out aim is &
recognition of the importance of turtles in the lives
of the peoples of Pacific [sland countries, The
MOSE Common maring turtls species found in the
region are green and hawkshill turtles which have
besn hunted for generations to provide the basic
nesds of traditional subsistence communities eg
foud. tools, decorations and items for trade.

By endorsing this aim, Australia recognises that
the underlying philosophy of the RMTCP is to
conserve manne turtles by monitoring and
attempting to manage their use in & way that is
ecologically sustainable rather than to promots the
complete protection of marine turtles.,

Elements of the RMTCP

In summary the RMTCP comprises the following
elements: Information Gathering, Institution
Building, Management/Research, Traditional
Knowledge, Conservation Measures,
Education/Publicity, lnternational Efforts. For
e dhetail see the RMTCP document which is
appemaizd 1o this paper { Attachment 15,

Implementation of the RMTCP

As set out in the RMTCP document ( Attschment
|) SPREP convened a Steering Committes to plan
the implementation of the RMTCP. The Slzenng
Committee consisted of Ms 5 Spring ANPWS, Dr
€ Limpus QNPWS, Dr G Balazs USNMFS and
representatives from Pacific lsland countries likely

to be involved in the implementation of the
EMTCP,

The First Meeting of the Steering Committee was
held in Mew Caledonia on 13-15 August 1990 and
was attended by representatives from Australia,
Papua New Guinea (PNG), Solomon [slands.
Vamuau, Fiji, Federated States of Micronessa
(FEM ) and Palay, In sddition observers from
Greenpeace and TRAFFIC International attended
the mesting.

The second mesting of the Steering Committes
was held in New Caledonia on 12-14 August
1991, and was aliended by representatives from
participating countries, Marshall [slands, F5M,
PHNG, Sclomon [slands, Fiji, Vamvan, NMew
Caledonia, Palau and French Polynesia,
Recommendations from both mestings are at
Attachment 2.

Funding of the RMTCP

SPREP has an agreement with the Canadian
Government through the Canadian South Pacific
Ocean Development Project of the [ntsrmational
Centre for Ocean Development to undertake a joint
praject for the implementation of the RMTCP over
a penod of three years (1990-1992 inclusive), The
total funding available was SCAN 343,000 of
which SCAN 57,000 is for database development,
$CAN 180,000 for population survey and
moditoring activities and SCAN 30,000 for
cducation activities,

in addition the Australian Govermnment as pant of
itz annual extra-budgetary contribution to SPREP
committed $50.000 towards the RMTCP for 1990
only.

Additional in-kind support for project activities
under the RMTCP has been extended by the
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service
(ANFWS), the Queensland National Parks and
Wildlife Service (QNPWS), the US National
Marine Fisheries Service and Greenpeace (SPREP
L2981},

Australian Contribution ta the RMTCP (In-
kind}

In addivion i the development of the draft
RMTCP document, Australia has provided a
convenor for the Special Marine Turile Working
Group at the Fourth South Pacific Conference, and
specialist manne turtle advice to SPREP. Ausiralia
has also provided in-kind assistance through the
ANPWSE for the setting-up of 2 regional database
at SPREP containing census information, tagging
and capture information, migration information
and legstation, utilisation and traditional
information. A turtle bibliographic database has
also been esablished with over SO0 records to
date.

Under this project two posters have been
produced. one advemising for turtle tag retum
informatson and the other promoting marine tuetle
conservation (Gesrmans, 1992), Gresnpesace
{Australia) have produced a turtle identification
poster for the RMTCP,
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Conclusions

The commitment of Pacific Island countries to
eptablish the RBMTCP under SPREF was &
significant breakthrough for marine turtle
conservation in the Region. SPREP have done an
admirable job in seeking and attracting funding for
the first three years of the RMTCP. With this
funding and with the in-kind assistance from a
number of participating agencies, considerabie
progress has been made in the establishment of a
regional database, generation of educational
materials and the provision of funding and
specialist advice and support for marine turtles
surveys in participating South Pacific countries
such as the Solomon [slands. However for these
initial efforts to be of longer term benefit there is a
need for the RMTCP to continue beyond the initial
three years for which funds have been obtained.

It is hoped that the progress made in the first thres
vears will provide tha focus for attracting
additional funding for the RMTCP. A matter
which will require further consideration is the
concept of a project coordinator for the RMTCP as
originally envisaged under the RMTCP document.
1 beligve that the appoiniment of & project

coordinator will be crocial to the long term success
of the program and for the long term conservation
of marine turtles in the South Pacific Region.
CGiven the recorded migrations of manne trtles
from Australian wialers into the South Pacific and
inio South East Asian waters, the success of
regional marine turtle conservation programs such
1% this one are crucial for the long-term
conservation of marine turtles in Australian
WRLETE.
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Attachment One

A Regional Marine Turtle Conservation And Management Program
For The South Pacific Region

Developed by the Marine Turtle Working Group at the Fourth South Pacific Conference on Maturs
Conservation and Protected Areas (Port Vila, Vanuatu, 4-17 September 1989)
and adopted by that Conference

Introduction

It is now generally sccepted that the conservation
of migratory species such as marine turtles cannot
be achieved solely by conservation measures at the
national level. International and/ or regional
cooperative efforts that involve ‘range’ countries
are NECessary W ensure tha long term survival of
marine furtles and other migratory animals. In
recognition of this situation and the importance of
marine turtles as o cultural and subsistence
resource of the peoples of the South Pacific, the
second Intergovernmental Mesting of the South
Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP)
which was beld in Noumea, New Caledonia, 27
June - T July 1988, endorsad the recommendation
"that a praject for the coordinution and integration
of regional marine turtle management initiatives he
developed which will focus on the promotion of
field conservation activities, the development of
supporting legislation and public education
programs and the development-of regional
drrangements for marine turtle management. '

The mesting further requested the representative of
UMEP. which is the Secretariat of the Action Plan
for the Protection and the Development of the East
Asian Seas Begion, to bring the probiem of manns
turtle management to the atention of the
forthcoming [nterpovernmental Meeting convened
under that Action Plan with a view to seeking
inter-regional cooperntion between SPREP and the
East Asian Seas Region on the subject, To
implement the recommendation SPREP soupht tha
assistance of the Australian National Parks and
Wildlife Service with the development of a draft
regional program for consideration by a special
purpose working group at the Fourth South Pacific
Conference on Mature Conservation and Protected
Arcas. Ulilising assistance from the CITES
Secretanal for the conference. a number of people
with regional experience in aspects of wrle
conservation, management and research wers
drawn together to finalise the proposed program,
wiich was subsegquently endorsed for inclusion n
the Action Strategy for Mature Conservanon in the
South Pacific region adopted by the Conferencs.

A phased work program will be developed for the
overall program and funding support for its
implementation will be sought from appropriae

international conservation and development
assistance agencies. The overall implementation of
this program will be coordinated by SPREP. [t
must be recognised that the success of the program
will also require the cooperation and support of
the member countries of the South Pacific
Regional Environment Program and other regional
and international institutions as well as SPREP. OF
particular importance is the support and
invelvement of the many national and regional
MATiHe resouTee management agencies either
located or working within the South Pacific
rEgion,

Species Occurrence And Distribution

Six of the seven species of marine turtles found in
the world today are found in the South Pasific
Region. They are the Green turtle Chelonia
mvdas, the Hawksbill turtle Eretmochelvs
imbricara, the Loggerhead wrtle Carera carersa,
the Olive or Pacific Ridlev Lepidochelvs ediveces,
the Flathack turtle Chelonia depressa and the
Leatherhack turtle Demmochelvr coriacea. OF
these, the flathack turtle has o very restrictod
distribution 10 northern Australian and southem
Papua New Guinean waters, The distribution of
the remainimg five species of manne wrtles in the
South Pacitic region 18 shown in Tuble 1.

The most abundant, wideapread and migratory
manne turtles i the South Pacific region are the
green and hawksbill turtles. Although the
loggerhead turtle appears 1o be less widespread
and abundant than tha green and the hawksbill, tag
recoveries indicate that Australian nesting
loggerneads migrate 1o teeding grounds in Papua
Mew Guinea and MNew Culedonia.

Tag recovenies from existing mark-recaprune
programs (Figure 1 } provide an indication of the
movements of marine turlles throughout the South
Pacific region. More intensive tagging programs
throughout the South Pacific region will provide &
more comprehensive and scctrile preture of
marine turtle movements.
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Socio- Ecomomic Importance OF Marine Turtles
To The South Pacific

In sreas where they are sbundant, green and
hawishill turties have been hunted for centuries 1o
supply the basic needs of the traditional
subsistence village community e.g. food, tools,

which have evolved over many years represent the
oral knowledge of the village relating to the wrtle,
where it lives, its habits and the most efficient
ways of hunting it. The complex social
interactions involved in observing the many rules,
rituals and traditional ownership patterns
contribute to make the hunt an organized and
disciplined affair and the consumption of turtles a
special social event in the village. Where they
oocur, these traditional patterns of capture and
consumption have helped to regulate the
exploitation of marine tertles,

Pressures On Marine Turtle Populations

In many areas in the South Pacific today, casier
access to nafural resources and the increasing trend
to sell manine tortles for cash in town markets has
resulted in many siteations where turtle
exploitation is unregulated. If unchecked the
depletion and possible disappearance of the
resource and its economic, social and cultural
values could occur. However, if wisely managed,
it should be possible to combine consarvation
goals with sustainable levels of harvest of marine
turtles for the benefit of the present and future
generations,

The IUCN Red Data Book lists the green and
hawkshill tartles s endangered. The primary
cause of decline in green turtle populations is the
sysiematic commercial exploiation of epgs and
adults. While the gresn turtle has been
traditionally used as a food source, the
introduction of cash economies, access to
improved technology and the increase in human
populations are faciors which could raise
subsistence harvests to levels which are no longer
sustainable. The primary cause for the widespread
depletion of hawilshill turtles is the commercial
trade in mw tortoiseshell and toriodseshel|
products.

Overall Aim OF The Proposed Regional Marine
Turtle Conservation And Management Program
The overall aim of the proposed Regional Marine
Turtle Conservation and Management Program is:

Ta conserve marine turtles and their cultural,
economic and nufritional valwes for the cosastal
peaples of the countries served by the South
Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) .

Ohjectives
The Regional Program has the following
objectives:

1. Implementation
1.1 To implement the Program by:

a) seeking the agreement and support of the
SPREF Member countries and action by the
governments and peoples of the region for an
integrated long-term program to conserve marine
turtles, and

b) establishing & Project Team Leader and a
Project Team based in the South Pacific o
impiement the objectives of this program.

To be achieved by this Conference:

a) endorsing the Regional Marine Turtle
Conservation and Management Program, and its
adoption as an element of the Action Strategy for
MNature Conservation in the South Pacific region,
and

b} recommending the inclusion of the progam into
the SPREF Work Program.

2. Information

2.1 To develop a regional database for marne
turties.

To be schieved by the establishment and
maintenance of an ongoing regional database and
mformation network for marine rtles. This
database should include existing databases on
marine turtles, if relevant to the region (e.g.
database held at the World Conservation
Monitoring Centre).

2.2 To review all previous work carmied out on
manne turtles in the region with the sim of
identifying the current status of ressarch and
management eiforts in the region.

To be achieved by confracting & consultant
{consultants) to carry out & literature search of
published and unpublished material, reports and
articles, and to interview government apencies and
marine turtle reseanchers who have worked/are
working in the South Pacific region. This
information to be included into the regional
database.

2.3 To contact government agencies within the
region with the responsibility for the management
andfor comservation of manne furtles with the am
off?

a) identifving existing legislation, protecied arcas
and enforcement mechanizms relating to manne

The Fosth Faclfic Bepinnm! Marine Turnle Conservanon and Managemem Frogram (RHTOPI ™
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Cisrrent Besearch and Mensgement

turtles in the region, and b) determining existing
§Aps in management coverage,

To be achieved by contracting a consultant to
collect the information required and identifying
priorities for action. This information o be
included in the regional datahase.

3. Institution Building

1.1 To assist countries, whers ABCesATy, bo
develop appropriate legal, policy and
admanistrative measures for the preparation and
implementation of national marine trtle
conservation and manAgement programs,

To be achieved by regional/international funding
agencies making specific grants 1o governments to
assist them to establish adequately staffed and
funded long-term programs which are consistent
with the regional prionties for the continued
survival of the manne turtle resource in the

regfiom,

3.1 To provide training and education
opporiunities for approprate personnel involved
with manne turtle conservation in the region, as

requested by povernments,

To be achieved by coordinating a regional training
program involving institations, local community
groups (e.g. NGO's, traditional landowners) and
povermment agencies.

4. Management Related Research

4.1 To gather reliable data on the population stats
and distribution of marine trtle species occurning
in the region, To be achieved by

a} the establishment of & senes of baseline survey
sites in countries and along important migratory
paths throughout the region,

b the encouragement, financial suppornt and
regional coordination of agging programs
including standardisation of tags, centralisation of
return address, pablicity and record keeping: and
¢} the identification of genetically discrate
populations of manine turtles i the region.

4.2 To encourage continuing research on all
aspects of sea turtle biology (e.g. growth rates,

life histories, population dynamics, morality
rades); management techmigues, and the socio-
economuc, cultural and nutritional values of marine
turtles for traditional communities.

To be achieved by secking the cooperation of
funding agencees to give greater priority to
funding research on manine mwrtles and on the

development of effective management techniques
for the conservation of manne trtles, both within
and outswde the region.

4.3 To investigate ways of oblaining information
ol marnne tunle activity in isolated preas.

To be achizved by:

#) imvestigaling existing resource surveillunce
activities such as overflights, coast watching, and
fishery patrol vessels, by evaluating the potential
for integrating surveillance of key wirtle habitats in
isclated nreas into these activities, and

b} by recommending implementation measures to
relevant povernment agencies.

5. Traditional Knowledge

5.1 To encourage the development and '
implementation of national programs to document
traditional knowledge and the socio-economic
importunce of the hunting and consumption of
marine turtles.

To be achieved by regional and national agencies
undertaking marine turtle projects within countries
to collect this information using cosi-effective
means (e.g. questionnaires and postal surveys such
&3 those developed by Papua MNew Guinea

and Vaneam),

5.2 To promote the inclusion of relevant
traditional ecological knowledge in conservation
and management strategies for marine turthes,

To be achieved by encouraging governments o
incorporate traditional ecological knowledge,
established rights and traditional tenure systems
into the design of manne tartle conservation and
AERRAgEmEnl Programs.

5.3 To promate the involvement of traditional
landowners and traditional resource users i the
management of the marine rtle resource,

To be achieved by facilitating joint panticipation in
management decisions by povernment awthorities,
traditinnal landowners and traditional resource
usars,

3.4 To encourage the incorporation of appropriste
traditional ecological information relating 1o
marine turtles into curricula and educational
activities for schools.

Tir be achieved by encouraging educational
institutions o design projects relaling 1o
traditicnal informaton on manng wrtles, and
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