A preen sea turile, or bonn, surveys it surroundings from ifs perch o
come ware aceepting of busrans, alfowing perconal encounters like this, Sill, they are endangered creatures and should not be tosched or distirbed

Fisito cowrtesy of Dirsiln Keuper-Eeq et
7 sibmerged log. In the years since bunting was banwed, sea turtles bave be-

Conservation efforts are helping, but extinction still looms

?—* -'.‘Jan
By Logi Ticue
St Bl .
HEY hover in the ofean
like fhyving saucers and
when the sun glints off
their domed shells,
they've been compared to angels.
One personal encounter with a
sed tnrtle iz often all it takes to
convert people to lifelong fans.
“They have gotten the vote by
every scuba diver and won the
hearts of evervone who sees
them,” -said George Balazs,
Hawaii's foremost sea furtle ex-

pert. “They are their own best
ambassador for their survival."
Sea turtles were in the news
this summer as a federal judge
sharply restricted Hawaii d
longline fishing. Environmental-
ists alleged in 8 lewsuit thet the
fighing method Eills an unaccept-
able number of the endangerad
and threatened sea turtles: the
leatherback, the green, the log-
gerhead and the Olive Ridley,
The legal battie will revive in
April 2001, when the National
Miarine Pisherie: Service is to
have more scientific data about
the effects of longlining on the

four types of sea turtle-living in
Pacific waters around Hawaii.

Meanwhile, sea lurtles are
carving their own niche in the
tourism market. With each en-
counter, they seem to atiract an-
other defender — such ms Lisa
Bhail,

FY Y

“Bhe was gigantic,™ said Shall,
of her {irst meeting with a 300-
pound green sed turtle in mid-Au-
gust,

Seuba divers, including Shall,
hauled the seaturtle, wrapped in
fishing line, up onto a dive beat in

Waimea Bay, They held her flip
pors and head still, as her larg
brown eyes searched for th
ocoan, They eut the tightly wouns
line out of her Ripper.

They heaved ber back into th
bay, and she dove down throng]
the waves to freedom.

The eight divers on' boan
enipted into applause.

“Ii was very exciting,” sai
Shall, a 2T-vear-old pharmaceuti
cal chemizl from Palo Alto, Calil
“The experience was amazing. |
made me more awire of sea tur

PLEASE szE TURTLES, A-10
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A hawdesbill turele is silbonetted by the sunlight filtering throuph the acear. Some mmwﬂmﬁmw in ﬁn:ﬂmﬂumﬁm
%@mﬂmaﬂm.&ﬂm&mﬁﬂrﬁu&wmﬂﬂ * says Greorge Balazs, Hawait's foremast sea turtle expert,
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1 ¢ boats that
_ eﬂ:ll‘:mnnlﬂnmn

‘mmmﬂuﬂwmw'nww

hﬂﬂhﬁ&ﬂ‘ﬁﬁm three
'h:l.]'.H & off Hawall and
ﬁ“t Dﬁ“ﬂlﬂ"ﬁl‘-

At East Island — the starting
Fﬂﬂtnihh turtle resoarch ea-
reer — Balazs mounted a “Tur-

an, three lkﬂﬁﬂ*llﬂﬂarﬂmtam

the Iﬁmﬂm&ﬁm
65-foot pole, pg-mmm;t?-pu:
wﬂhph.ﬁﬁ uﬂ D.!I.'I:E‘Hu

Balazs WMHI‘-& Hﬁmlﬂiﬂr
:Ertn[ iry to get away ﬁgﬂm

em during downtime. But
honu  hiz lelsure time,
too. His on a recent

m.uﬂm was & tour of tﬁwlu
honoring turtles on a small fish-
ing island between mlgl[.;I:

Tm

hobbics 1 oot

tﬂﬂq—ﬁaﬂj}ml mmlﬁ ‘5
womar told Balazs that sha'd’

been manthly pnrmﬂtl
of her child with a honu as

backgrounds :
Eﬂhﬂﬂuﬂm‘
“I love to watch how peaple

ve
3 hﬁ:ﬂaﬁlﬂmﬂm
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