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THE TURTLE AND TERRAPIN FISHERIES.

Er FoeEperwcs W, TRUE.

1.—THE TURTLE FISHERY.
1. TURTLE VISHERIES OF NORTH CAROLINA.

The wost vorthern points at which svy considerable turtle fishery is prosecoted are Beaufort,
aod Morebead City, K. C, B

A emall number of loggerhead, hawks bill, and greeo tartles enter Cove and Bogiie Sonnds
apd otber gballow inlets io this vicinity during the enmmer mwontls, in search of food. The green
turtles arrive abouot the first of April awd disappear early in Fovember. The loggerheads and
bawke-bitls are of medinm size, the average weight of the former being abont 50 pounds ; the green
turtles are small, and weigh aboni 8 prands each, -

The capture of logperheads in this vicinity was formerly effecled by means of spears or
“gaopges.” The turtles were gtrock by the fishermen with these implements while pwinming in
the water. They were frequently very badly wounded, however, and often injured to soch a
degree that they were nnfit for ehipment or sale. To avoid this difficalty Mr. Joshua Lewis, of
Morehead Cityconceived the idea of diviog npon thbe tartles while in the water, and secoring
Mbem with his bands. When starting ont in search of them be ties the painter of his boat to bis
leg 5 then rowing aleng leisurely until one is seen, he approaches it and dives opon it from the
boat. Seizivg the anterior edge of the carapace with one band, and the posterior edge with the
other, he turus the head of the tortle upward, wheno the animal immediately vises to the sarface,
bringing the fisberman with it. If the water is deep be steers the torlle toward o sboaler epot,
keveving bold of it with one band ; apd with the other pallivg the boat after bim. When o suitable
Bput 18 repched be seizes the animal and throws i into the boat.  Tenally there iz oo Jifleulty in
bringivg tartles to the surface and directing them toward ghallow water, but oceasionally a very
large one is encountered, which ie strong and unmanageable. In snch case the flsherman iz foreed
to let go his bold and retorn to the surface, allowing the tnrtle to eacape.

The method of eapturing turtles by diviog is employved at present by many of the fishermen
i this locality, avd the greater proportion of those taken are captored fo this way., Good
kwimmers do not hegitate to dive for a tortle when Been, however great may be the depth of the
water. . _ !

The small pumber of Lawks-bill turtles taken are eaptured by the same metbod as that
employed for loggerbeads, and weoally no distinction is made between the two kinds. The green
tartles are canght in drog-nets and seines.

The loggerbend turtles find a ready sale at limited prices in the interior citiea of North Caro-
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496 ' HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERLES.

lina, and a amall shipping bugineas has been established. The fishermen receive about 50 conty -
apiece for the tortles, which indoces them to eatch all that come io their way, but doea not War-
rant their engaging very extensively in the fishery. The average annnal cateh of lﬂggerhmdq._in_

_this vicipity do wi hundred.

The groen turtles are osuzlly eaten by the fshermen, who congider them & delicacy, bot ococa.
gionally they are sold to dealers for about 15cents apiece. The catch at this point, if sold at loga)
prices, would have a valoe of not more than #50.

2. TORTLE FISHERIES OF BOUTH CAROLINA.

At Charlaston, 8. O, a few small green turtles are taken at irregular intervals. In weight
ther vary an'EmanEf from & to 15 pounids, the largest specimens weighing not more than @5 pounds,
They are usaally uaught 'ln* accident io the drag-selpes or cast-petz nzed for the capiare of shrimp,
Probably not more than one hondred and ffty are taken annually, in the season, which extends
from June to the middle of September.

The fisbermen #ell the turtles to the marketmwen for their city trade, apd receive from 50 cenle
to 21 apiece for them. X

3. TURTLE FISHERIES OF FLORIDMA.

BAINT AUGUETINE.—Green turtles make their appearance in the waters of Saint Angostine
in May and remain until October, but they are most plenty in July, Aogost, nnd September. They
are smaller than those taken farther south, usnally having an average weight of 20 or 25 pounds,

although many are much smaller.

The gitl-nets ased for their eapture are about 200 feet long and 12 feet deep; the mesh is
abont 11 inches. They are made of twine, of o slze o trife swaller thaw that of ordioary chalk-line.
They are seldom bouglit, but are made by the fisbermen iu their leisare bours, aod are volued by
them at from #25 to #40. About twenty in all are owned in Saiot Augnstine, Indian River, Mos.
quite Inlet, wod Perueodion, These vets are set in the barbor, aod are sabebed by the men from
the shore. \When & turtle is captured they paddle oot and secure it.

In 1870 M‘Mh—t’ weighing iu the srerepate 5000
peunds; in 1575 seven bopdred were taken, weighing 16,000 pounds.  They are wsoplly sold atb
ouce, and (he price received is generally below 75 cents, often as low as 16 cents apiece. At
preeent & few are saved for the hotel trade iv the winter, sod these briog 10 cente per pound. Tuo
1B7D thirty were regerved for that purpose, aod it s probable that a larger vumber will be dis-
poged of in this way in the fotore. They are kept without difficulty in ' erawls,” boing fed on
fish and “turtle grogs.®

o turtles are sbipped from Saint Augustine.

HaviFax WIVER.—The next locality sonth of Suint Augnstioe at which tortle-Gshivg is carried
on b4 Halifux River. A nomber of green turtles come into this Iagoon every year, and are captored
by some seven fishermeu from the little hamlets in the riuiuit.:. The:.' are somewhat larger thau
those caugbt furtber nocth, their grerape woight Lol wauds. The fishery laste for
two months, during which time about t-'brp_hgjgﬂl_t_i_lrtlea: are taken. They are sent to Jock-
sonville, and from theoee ehipped to New York, The Gsbermen receive about 11 cents a pound
for the turtles, and therefore the value of the annoal cateh is aboat §770.

Inpian RIVER.—A short distance south of Halifax River is Indian River, oue of the most
noted places for the capture of green tortles on our coast. More turties are taken in this inlet
than in Any other locality in the State of Florida. They remain here during the preater part of
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the year, but it is only during the winter months, when the gaw.fish and large sharks are absent,
that the fisbermen will riek their nets in captoriog them. Larger green tortles are taken at this
peint than at any other on the east const of Florida. The average weight is 50 or 60 povnds, and
epeciment weighing 200 pounde have been frequently taken. The largest epecimen taken bere of
which reliable information has been obtaived weighed 275 pounds.

Fishing begins late in September or early in October, and contivnes to the last of Decamber,
It is Baid that the best catch is made durivg the coldest weatber. The turtles are taken in pels
similar to gill-pets, The size of mesh employed is about 11 inches. The nets are set direstly
acrose the chanoel, and extend from the snrface to the bottom. A turtle, while swimming about
in the water, comes in contact with them aopd throsts its bead through ove of the meshes. Not
noticing the obatroction it attempts to continue its course, and in o short time one flipper and then
the other is entangled, and the snimal is unable to extricate himeelf. If the fisherman is near bie
net be Enows by the movement of the corks that the turtle ie canght, and hastens to row up and
wecure it. Taking it to the ehore he confines it in a % erawl,” or pen, until s favoralle opportunity

in afforded to ghip it to market.

The fishery Ligs been carried on at Indian River fur many ¥ears. Previoos to 1860 the catch
wat bartered to merchant, trading, and Government vessels for such goods as they chanced to
have on board. The tortles were then earried by these vessels tv northern elties and sold in the
markets. Lately, bowever, many of the fishermen have songht direct communication with the
northern markets, principally with ¥ew York, throngh agents residing in Jackeonville. By thess
arrangements, after all expenees have been paid, they receive 10 or 11 cents per pound for the
tortles shipped. A part of the catel, bowever, is s0ld to the fishing schooner at the inlet, anod is
taken by ber to Bovaooal to be sent farther north,

The success of the fishery in the winter of 1677-'78 waa the greatest for many years, During
that eeason eight fisberw 20 canght sbont sixfeen hundred torfles. In the winter of 1870-"80  Blx-
tpau men prosecuted the fishery, and the cateh was abont fourtecn hundred tartles.

Exy WrsT.—AL Eey West, Fla., turile fishing 1 carried on t.hrunglluut the year, but reaches
its height ﬂunug the summer months. Torlles are more abondant bere than at any ofher locality
on the coast, except in the shond water near Homosnssa River, where these congregate in great
numbers. The flshermen say that they have seen large schools of both green and loggerhead
tartles in the sea between the Eeys and Cape Rowano, swimming near the surface, and apparently
bonnd northward.

The tortles are caught st Key West in neta from 50 to 100 fathoms long and from 16 to 24
feet deep, baviog meshes each a foot square. The fishermen set their nets across the litdle chan-
nels and in the “hohr,” emong the keye and reefs near Key Weat. The tortles are kept in amall
*crawls ? nntil nesded for shipment.

There is only one firm at Eey West which deals in tortles, and all shipments are made to New
York. Several small vessels, which at certain seasons of the year are engaged in sponge fshiog,
Participate o the tarile fishery to o limited extent, and the Ennrkct fishing: boats also bring in some
from time to time. The specimens whiclh weigh from 40 to 100 pounde are shipped sway, bot the
extremely large ones are sold to marketmen, who retail the flesh in Key West. It is eatimated
that an average nomber of ffty tartles, weighing 40 pounds apiece, are bronght to Kejr West B_'Fffi
week during the year,

OEpisR KEYE.—The green-tortle fishery at Cedar Eeys is of recent origin, having grown ap
within the past eight or ten years. It is proseented doring the enmmer monthe, usnslly from May

BEO. ¥, YOL. I——32
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to October. The length of the season variea considerably, however, in different Foears, for the <

fishermen continne the bosiness only as long 88 they may do so profitably.

The fishing-grounds extend 20 or 30 milea northward from Cedar Keys, and aouthward along
the whole coast. The best gronnds, however, are located where the bottom is coverad with MATing
plants, on which the tortles feed.

The toata employed for setting the neta are similar to those used in gill-netting and seining,
It is necesaary sometimes Po go 20, 30, or even 50 miles sonthward in erder to find turtles in abuon-
dance, and as the erdinary small open boats wonld be unsoitable for trips of such length, Iarger sail.
boats are hired, which have reom for severil men and their nets and other apparatos. The crew
nombers three or foar men, and the trip ueoally laats eight or ten daye. The nets are made of the
largest and strongest cotton twine, and have a length of from 75 to 100 fathoms, and a depth of
from 10 to 16 feet; the meshes are 2 foet long. '

On arriving on the gronnds the boat or vessel is kept beating back and forth until signs of tur-
tles are noticed and several arc saen to “hlow” in gne place, when the craft s anchored near by,
A man in & small boat then makes a thorough investigation of the depth of the water in the vicinity,
in order to find the deeper apote to which the turtles retire at low tid &, and in which they usnally
prefer to feed.  When the deep places have been discovered, the nets are set out near them and inm
straight line parallel with the course of the tide. The turtles come to the surface every fow minnktes
to breathe, and while rising and sinking near the net are very apt to become eutangled init.  Qnly
one fipper may be cought at firat, but when the animal turns the other 13 entrapped and, shortly,
the whole body is securely wrapped in the cords. After a little time it must come to the surface for
air, when it is seen by the fshermen stroggling to make its escape and is at ouee removad from
the net.

This is said to be the dullest of all figbing, and unending patience and considerable skill pre
required to male it successful. Fishing is consldered very good if one tortle is taken evers hour
doring a half day, and commenly ouly one or two are canght doring the whole day. The large
boats frequently bring in, as the resalt of gne eruise, a gnfficient number of tartles to make up ae
aggregate weight of from 3,000 to 5,000 pounds, while for the small boats the pgrregnte weight of
one day's catch may be from 60 to 800 ponnds. Gredn turtles weighing 800 or 800 pounds are
Bonetimes eaught on the grouods in thia vicinity, and, ravely, indivjduals welghing 1,000 ounils.
The largest specimen which has been brought to Cedar Keya weighed 1,200 poande.

For keeping the tartles alive after they are caught & pen, or « crawl,” a8 it is termed, i con-
Blrocted. It is an inclosore abont 5O feat long and 23 feat wide, surronnded by plles driven closely
together, and covered above with boards. A sort of erane or derrick for boisting large tortles in

and out is arranged close by it. It is usnally constructed near the shore, in 8 position where the
water I8 B or 6 fest deep,

{. TURTLE-OANNING IN TEXAS.

TU'ETLE-UMR'IIHG.-_—A!: Rockport, on the const of Texna, there i & firm engaged in canning
green turtles and fish. It emplogs ten men with boats, who are engaged a part of the time in the
captore of furtles, and in addition twenty persons who attend to thie operations of canning. The
company bas been in existence only about one Year. During the first six months of active work
abont 8,600 ponuds of tortle mest wers capned. A 2-pound ean of this preparation sells at
wholesals for 22 cents, and henee the valge of the quantity canned in the first half-year was nbout
#350. The work continnes throughont the entire Fear, apd the value of the quantity of torile
meat prepared at this poiot anonally will not be less than 1,900,
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5. TURTLE FISHERIES OF THE PACIFIC COABT.

Oa our Pacific coast very few tariles are taken. Five or sis buudred are brought aonually
from Mexico on steamers, and oocasionally on echoouers, In 1R58 s Belisoner Lironght one hundred
awl uivety tortles to Ban Fraociees, retailed & pomber of them, and sold the remainder to a firm

of fish dealere for 874 cente apiece, The nsual price received, bowever, ik aboud 84 each. The
turtles weigh from 150 to 200 poande.

6. BTATIETIOR OF PRODUCTION.

FProduchion of sall ond fresh water furiles i 1850,
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2. THE TERRAPIN FISHERY.
1. THE TERRAPIN FISHERIES OF NORTH CAROLIFA.

RoAWOEE I8LAXD.—The waters of Pamlico snd Rosnoke Soands abound in terrapine, and the
salt marshes on the south side of Ronnoke Telands and on the western shore of Pamlics Bound are
favorite breeding groopde for them. A few also are found sloug the ridge on the eastern side,
which slbuts out the ocean, bat they are sufficiently abundent there to induce anyone to make o
buoginess of gathering them. The terrapins found in this logality are of mediom size.

Frior to 1845 no terraping wers shipped from this district, apd the comparatively small num-
Lier reguired by the inhabitante for their own consomption were gathered fu summer by hand. 13
1843, however, Mr. Willlam Midgett, of Roanoke Island, invented & Y terrapin drag,” which be
veed io oldaining & supply for himeelf during the winter, when 1le animale lie dormant, buried o
the mud. The dredge io vee at present resembles the ordinary ovster dredge. The upper apd
lower bars are 3 or 4 feet in length and are ssparated at the ends by two Loops aboutl 14 inches in
diameter. The lower bar is made of iron and is forpished with {eath 3 inches long, and the distance
between two teeth is 2 inches. The opper bar iz mada of wood. The bag ie 4 feet in length. The
only difference between the original dredge and the one now used is in the lower bar, which in the
former was not fornished with testh.

The “terrapin drag” is ueed chiefly in winter when the terraping are dormant in the mud, nod
those who make an extensive business of dredgiog oreally employ small vessele or large canoes.
They rail along the channels and wud-late, carryiog ove dredge oul over eaely gide aod one over
the stern. The pitch of the dredge is regalated by changing the positicn at which the lines are
fuslened to two rings.  Afler draggiog for a few woments the dredge is taken up. The boot of
the net is made with large meshes, and the med and other débris readily passes through it
Dredging is largely soccessfol only when the water is sofficiently cold ta chill the terrapins, and
make them torpid; st other times they are apt to eacape.

Another form of apparatos used in the terrapin fishery in this region is the trap. It conejata
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of four or five hoops, abont 3 feat in diameter, pleced near anch olhar, 80 a5 to make tho toial lengiy
of the trap abont 4 feet. The hoops aro covered with net. At ench end there is & funnal, arranged
after the manner of a lobster-pot.  Bait in the form of fgh is suspended near the center.

The trap is nsed io the summer mon ths, when the terrapioe are mo ving abont in the water.
It is get in the places most freqoented by the terrapina. A pole is driven firmly into the mod, ang
the frap is fastened to it in such & manner that & part of it remaine abont the enrface of Ehe wator,
The object of this mode of setting is to allow the terrapins which enter the trap to breatho the air,
wilhont which they would drown in & shart fime. Thers is an opening on ona side of the trap,
through which the terrapins are taken oot aod the trap baited.

The hunting of terrapine with dogs seams to be confined to this lpcality. This method is cap.
ried on most extensively during the spawnlng season, when the terrapins come out of the water to
deposit their eggs, and many nesta are broken up, It is, therefore, the most ohjectionable of all
modes now in nee. The modus aperandi is to set the dog to follow along the water-live nntil e
comes to the track of a terrapin which has come out of the water. He takes the trail at onece aud
follows it to the nest in the grass or bushes. When the terrapin is discovered the dog begiue to
bark, glving the signal to his owner, who, eoming, picks it up and starts the dog oo another trail,

A mumber of terrapios also are sent to market from two " pounds,” ae they are enlled, in which
the cateh is confined until there is goed demand. There are two anch ponnda in this region, one at
Boanoke Island, boilt in 1875, and one at Sladesville, built in 1877, In 1875 and 1676 there wers
others at Few Berne, but they are now discon Huned,

There seems to have been no sale of terraping in this region prior to 1849, when Capt. John B.
Etheridge, at that time keeper of Body's Island light, eanght 2,150 in Febro ary by dredging about
the southern part of Roancke Island. He took the cateh to Norfolk and sold it for 400, Return-
ing immediately be captored 1,900 more terraping, and eold them in Baltimoresfor $350, The news
of his success apread rapidly, and many men went into the bosiness and prosecoted it with sock
vigor that the terrapine were ahortly almost exterminated. Improvements were made in the
original dredge, oyster tonga were brought into nse, and doge were emplayed,

The principal market supply is sent from the pounds, but some other dealers also send soms
during the winter monthe. On account of the peneral distribution of the terrapin over the whola
section many are picked np by farmera and others, and while the majority of these are enten, &
small proportion are shipped to markat, The principal local markets are Roanoke Island, Slades-
ville, Woshingion, and New Berpe, )

In the markets the terrapin are divided into £h ree grades, according to size, namely: * eonn ta,"
“ heifers,” and “hollem « Counts™ are thoee whose under shall measures 0ver § inches in length;
“heifers " have the under ghell between & and 6 inches lon g, #od all whose under ehell is less than
b inches In length are Ybulls” The number taken ak present is about one-third less than in Tormer
yenra. In 1879 the catoh, including those eaten by the fishermen, was aboot 4,000 connts, 4,000
beifers, and 9,000 balls, or abont 17,000 terrapios in all. OF these about 3,000 were gant to New
York, 5,000 to 'k adelphia, and 2,000 to Ealtimore,

The eapilal invested in dred ges and traps is ahont &1,500.

TEREAPIN CULTURE.—At Roanoke Ieland there is a large “pound.” in which terrapine aro to
be raised for market. The inclosore coutaing about 4 acres, of which {hree-fourths are covered
with water. The bottom in this part is soft and woddy and covered with grass. The remaiving
acre is sand. The pound is arranged so that the tide ebbs and flows, paesing in and out through

8 brick slnice-way, which Is protected at the mouth by a wire ecreen, The tide rises and falls
abont 1 foot.
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In this pouud from 3,000 to 6,000 terrapine are kept, They are fed twice a week with & or &
buehels of erabs and fieh. The Joubg are raised from the epg and kept until of marketable
size. Aboot the firgt of Jone the females come out of the water and deposit their eggs in the sand,
each laying from eight to twenty. It is fonnd necessary to protect the eggs from erows, blacklirds,
and golls, by spreading a net over the ground above them, otherwise ther would be seratebad o
apd destroyed, The Fouug hatch out about the 1et of Beplember, but often remain buried in the
pand until the following Bpring.  When firet hatebed they huve s diameter of about balf an inch.
They geem to fear the water, and will not go into it willingly until several weeks old. The oW IHEr
of the pound sometimes packs the Foung in boxes filled with straw, and Leeps them in a barn
during the first winler of their exis tenod, turning them lopse again in spring.  Careful experimnents
seem Lo show that these terrapins grow abont 1 incl ¢ach year, “counts,” therefore, being at Jeast-
Bix years old.

The method of keeplng terraping in pounds has been strongly objected to by certain Persons,
who claim that it tends to decrease rather than juerease their abundanece. Fiehing i encouraged
al & time when the terraping are breeding, and the nests are badly broken op. Furthermore, the
ponnd-owners will buy the young at small prices, 2nd Lhue cavse the destroction of imumenss niim-
bere of them when their value is less then g twentieth of that of the full-grown terrapin, A pain,
the pound-men reap an unfair proportion of the profits of the buginess, because, baving facilities for
keeping the terrapin, they can buy them in Bugemer, when thers i& no market and the price is
almost nominal,

are canghtin winter in dredger, introd yeed many years ago from Boapoke Ieland; they are tracked
to their nests in breeding season, or they are searched for in aballow water, and secured in dip.
pets, A method peculiar to this locality in that of burning the grass in the Ewamps in winter,
The terraping which have hid themselves for the winter, feeling the warmth, are deloded into the
notion' that. Epring has arrived, and come oot iy considerable number, when they are im mediately
captured by the fishermen. - Several pounde, also, have been constructed. The summer fiching
begins about the 1st of May, and is prosecated by children and s fow men,

The average annnal Bhipment of terrapiog from this lpcality is sbout 10,0040, of which ninber
one-third are sent to New York, one-third to Philadelphia, one-sixth to Baltimore, and the rest to
Rorfoll, Richmond, and the interior towns generally.  Aboot two-thirds of the entire nnmber are
balls, and the remainder is eynally divided between connts and heifers.  Abont, 2,004 terraping are
eaten by the people of the locality. The price received by the fishermen in winter for counts
is 810 per dozen. In summer the price for connta is aboot 40 cenls apiecs; for heifers, 10 cents
apisce; for bolls, 15 1o 40 cents per dozen. The valoe of the products of the fisbary at this local-
ity, therefore, e about B3, 500,

Frior to the war there was no shipment of terraping from this point, and the local demand also
Was very small. Moat of the terrapioe canght were eaton by the fishermen,

WILMINGTON.—The terrapine in the ronnds abont Wilmington, . O., are eald to be compars.
tively amall, not one in twenty measuring 6 inehes in length. Thers has never been any extensive
trade in ¥his Jocality, althongh many terraping are eaten bere. Tle firet shipments were made in
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1875 by the captain of one of the New York steamers, and were contineed for several seasons. He
booght the tarraping, both large and emall alike, at #4 per dozen. They were carried to New
York. The next shipments were made in 1878 by Mr. 0. O, Morse, of Wrightaville Sound. I
1878 about 500 dozen, valoed at $2,000, were captured, and a part shipped, and the remainder
eaten by the fishermen. None of the Wilmington dealers have entersd into the bosiness very -
beartily. A law recently passed forblda the capture of terraping in Bronswick Connty betwesn
April and SBaptember.

2. TERRAPIN FISHERIES S0UTH OF OAPE FEAE.

The terrapin fisheriea on the Atlantie cosst south of Cape TFear are nol very extansive st
present.  Terraping are found in considerable nombers in any of the creelks, bays, and sounds, as
far sonth as Fernandina, bot they are eapecially sbundant in the vicinity of Baint Haleoa Sonnd
and Boll's Bay, and in Saint Andrew’s Soond.

Terraping are captored throughont thia region by means of boats and seines. Vessols are
employed of sufficient size to go from one harbor to another, and even to run the risk of being
caught oot in stormy weather. Eoch boat carries a seine aad a batean for ascanding the shoal-
water ereeks, where the seines are sot and hauled. The seines are usnally from 60 to 00 fathoms
leng and 18 to 20 feet deep, the mesh varying from 4 to § inches,

The terraping generally remain in deep hu!es‘in the cresks, and the fishermen on entering
them commonly rap on the bottom or side of their boata with an ar or atick, in order to discover
their presence. It is sald that upon hearing the noise the terrapine immed istely come to the
surface to discover its canse. If no terrapina come to the surface after a polse has been mada the
lshermen seldom set ont their seine. In setting the selne a pole, to which one end of the nat has
been fastened, ia driven firmly into the mud. The seine is then sat ont in circolar form from a
boat, and when the two ends have been brouglht together it is rapidly brooght into the boat, the
terrapina gradoslly paseing into the bunt. During the haaling of the seine the fishermen com-
mouly rap frequently on the boat, in order to draw the terraping from the bottom. This method
is known as “buocking.® Since the decresse of the fisleries it s besn Iargely supersaded by
avother method, known as “torching,” which is practiced principally by bpegroes. Having pro-
vided themselves with torches they visit the sandy shores at night and eatch the terraping os
they coms upon the beach to apawn. p :

Fishing sometimes continnes from the time of the first appearance of the terrapins, in April,
until the middle of October, when they bory themselves in the mod, At present, however, it is
frequently discontinued by the net fishermen during the breeding eeason. Occasionally the
winter beds are discovered, and entire colonies captured by “bucking” on them,

The price now paid by dealers varies from 10 (o 25 cents apiece, according to the season and
the locality, bot at times It is diffcalt to Aod # market for them at any price.

The statietics of men and apparatus for this region are as follows:

Men. | Heta |B-u-n.

i .
| Chirbasbom........onnicoc rerane 1a i I

—

e 15 L ?
All other localitliee. ., peeooenon s L. 12 a

Beaides the three boats given here, others ars employed & part of the time. The men cannok
be considersd as engaged exclusively in this fishery, The total value of e nets is BG660, and of
the boats $900,




THE TERRAPIN FISHERY, H03

Previous lo the late war many men were em ployed and considerable capital involved in this figl.
ery. Beveral thoneand dozen terraping were ghipped annually to the northern markels, aod the fisler.
men Teceived an avesage price of $6 per dozen for them, In 1560 the fighery appears to have been
ot its belglt, both in poiot of men engaged and number of terraping taken. Duarinp the war it was
entirely dizcontinued, but in 1865 and 1866 it revived again and was earried op with considerable
enterprige. A few small veseels were sent from the Norlh to ebgage o it; and eeveral men, boll
at Charleston and SBavaonah, fitted ont & number of emall eraft for the purpose. A nuwber of fish-
ermen, tod, in the different localities owned boats, and shipped their catch either directly or through
dealere,

In 1500 Capt. T. E. Fisher, of Bavann ah, with two boats and eix wen, geeured 853 dozen, and
in the same year Oapt David Eewp caught 870 dosen, and several otbers did equally well, In
nddition to the caich of the boat figbermen, many were picked up along the sbore doripg the

breeding season, so that the total nowber taken during the year moat have reached 5,000 or 6, (M)
dozen.

4. STATIRTICS OF THE FIEHERY.
T number, waight, and value of terrapin taken in 1830 in the Silanils Sizis,

J Hamhber. | Ponnds. Filne,

e £ 1,800 00
Homw Jormey. . coiuniiaioncnnns ] i, Bd0 1, B
DRIEWRER | ooy pne s maan e i, 3346 a8, ™ME &, 1k
Moryiasl L. S B, Da &, 09
iV i I R R 165, B 18, B84
Borth Camaling .. onvvenoocc s |oninn i nenns 195, [ 10, B
Bouth Capslins ..o i 2, 400 1, 550
Lr L ST P — 1F, £l 1,45
Baak Fherdls - oornmnmancecin o s oo £, 200 250
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