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Of the reptiles with shells, tortoizes live on land,
terrapins are amphibicus, but turtles are

marine. Like all reptiles they evolved en land,
but they have reverted over their S0-million-year
history to an aquatic life (like the v-:halqa

among mammaks). A small but fa_sn:m&t!ng group,
together they cover all the world’s tropical and
sub-tropical seas, For their aquatic life turthes
have fused fingers into flippers, developexd
sglt-axcreting glands around the eye (and so

are seen to weep when caught) and streamlined
and lightened the tortoise’s high domed shell.

it is still an encumbrance, but also protects—
their only other defence against predators being
to swim away fast.

But as reptiles, turtles must lay their eggs on
land, and it is the story of their remarkable
reproductive behaviour that is 50 fascinating.

Turtles copulate at sea, but the female must
then hegve herself up sbove high tide-line on a
suitable beach at night; laboriously excavate
with her front flippers a deep wide hollow ; lay
her eggs in it, cover them up with gand (far
coolness and concealment) and get back to s2a.
The eggs look like ping-pong balls. The female
lays up to 1000 in a season—because the
mortality in baby turthes is so high. When :
after 3 months they emerge, the hatchlings wiaigh
lass than an aunce. They dig themaelves out of
the sand, also at night, and scuttle down the
beach to the sea (and it must be down; an
intervening dune will disorientate them). But
on the beach the ghost crab lies in w;aH;. and in
the sea a dozen other predatars, One in a
hundred may survive.

In this book, Dr. Bustard, world famous for his
wiork on turtles of the Queensiand coast, has
written a definitive account for the general
reader of the world's seven turtle spacies, their
life histories and conservation. |t is lllustrated
with many of his own photographs.

e e R R R A __——

'NMCAL
SLAND

Yy
Kay Breeden

>
i
Lol

e

isiralia, along the strip of

00 miles from Townsville to

t known and most variad of all
L Mot only does it contain the
B mntimm,hut also the

hat exists in this area is the
mplex plant community on

inga of wildlife on the same
some of the other continents of
r huge harbivores ; no lions,
eucalypt forests ar

‘ron the fand mass of Asia in

e of wildlife has evobeed in

t from the rest of the world,

ire shy, small and nocturnal

ir cwwn matural environment, the
ut any except the commonest
ie way they live,

if this unigue part of Australia,
ghips of climate, soils,

E, the authors spent several
ireas working often in

iship end danger. They studied
In thedr natural environmant,
wizshed sbove all to show

i result is-a magnificent

f & world few people know

iit. A& world, unfortunately,

J8 growth of civilisation and




P

i

ROBERT BUSTARD

Sea Turtles

Their Natural History
and Conservation




Rabert Bustard is one of the warld's leading
autherities on turtles. Bom and educated in
Scotland, he moved in 1963 to the Australian
Mational University in Canberra, He is now
investigating turtle and crocodile farming with
Support from the Australian Commonwealth
Government and by his own efforts stimulated
the 1968 Queensland Sea Turtle leglislation.
The IUCN has declared this “by far the most
significant legislation in turtle conservation that
has yet been enacted anywhere in the world",
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TROPICAL
QUEENSLAND

by
Stanley and Kay Breeden

L

o .
In the tropical north-gast ralia, along the strip of
Queensiand toasgiine mnni miles from Townsville to
Cape York, lies one of the least known and most varied of el
the natural regions of Australia. Not only does it contain the
richest variety of wildiife on the continent,but also the
tropical rainforest of the kind that exists in this area s the
most luxuriant, diverse and complex plant community on
earth.

Australia doss not possess a range of wildlife on the same
qrﬂ-ﬂmnﬂimlﬂmmmnfﬂuannmunanﬂnf
the sanh. No grest predators or huge harbiveres ; no lions.
giraffes or slephants roam the sucalypt forests or
scrub-oovered plains, Cut off from the land mass of Asia in
times, 8 unigue pattern of wildlife has evolved In
Australia which is guite distinct from the rest of the world.
Becsuse many of the animals are shy, small and nocturnal
and do not survive outside their own nawral environmeant, the
general public knows litde about any except the commonast
species, and even less sbout the way they live,

To present @ total impression of this unique part of Australia,
demonstrating the intermlationships of climate, soils,

. plants and animals, the authors spent several
months in this field in remote areas working often in
conditions of considerable hardship and danger. They studied
and photographed the animals in their natural environment,
many for the first tims, as they wished above all to show
wildiife in its Iving context. The result is a magnificent
record in words and pictures of a world few people know
and even less have written about. A world, unfortunately,
now sariously threatenad by the growth of civilisation and
the depredation of man.




