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N he nd
o reptiles with shells, tortoises live on land, - ationgy Univers to
spins are amphibious, but turtles are '”"Wﬂuahng : ity in Ca ra. H
\ne. Like all reptiles they evolved on land, SUBDGIT fram, o 8 A e
thay have reverted over their 90-million-year Govern rom the c & farming ity
pey 1o an uqluatln life (like the whales the mﬁgﬂgt and by his gy ;‘h wealth
). A small but fanclnalmglgr:dup. The et hm"mll'bd' il m?"‘“mﬂtﬂd
Significan (- -, 2eClared thig 8 lagislatign,
has legislation In ry the mos;
Yt beon anactag gy, SOV ation
anywhen in the that
Workd™,

brg mamma
=ther they cover all the world's tropical a
ropical seas. For their aguatic life turtles
s fused fingers into flippers, developed
-excrating glands around the eye (and so
seen to weep when caught) and streamlined
4 lightened the tortoise’s high domed shell, P
still an encumbrance, but also protects— E o
o+ only other defence against predators being
=
EE—

=wim away fast.

as raptiles, turtles must lay their eggs on .

4. and it is the story of their remarkable SeEa

sductive behaviour that is so fascinating. E e
= =

5 Tk =

s copulate at sea, but the famale must
heave hersalf up above high tide-line on a |
sable beach at night ; laboriously excavate
h her front flippers a deep wide hollow ; lay
b egas In it, cover them up with sand (for
niness and concealment) and get back o sea.

eqas look like ping-pong balls. The female
up to 1000 in a season—becauss the

yetality in baby turties is so high. When
=r 3 months they emerge, the hatchiings weigh

« than an ounce. Thay dig themselves out of .
= sand, also at night, and scuttle down the [
ach to the sea (and it must be down; an

=rvening dune will disorientate them). But
the beach the ghost crab lies in walt, and in

5 =@ a dozen other predators, One in a

recdred Y SURVive.
this book, Dr. Bustard, world famous for his
sk an turtles of the Queensland coast, has
itan a definitive account for the general
der of the world's seven turtle spacies, their
5 histories and conservation. It ig illustrated
ith many of his own photographs.

ISBN 0 an 212181 1

TR S ¥ —

=




..-nﬂ'"'.

ROBERT BUSTARD

SeaTurtles
Their Natural History
and Conservation




