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‘Tuamotuan Religious Structures
and Ceremonies

By KENNETH P. EMORY /9;7}7

_._-___?BI:!II:HI" MuosEox

INTRODUCTION

On the scattered atolls of the Tuamotuan Archipelago, which lies 147 to 22°
south of the equator and stretches from north of Tahiti, 800 miles 1o the
southeast, ruins of coral platforms and wpright slabs mark the sites of the
maraes, or places of worship, of the Polynesian inhabitants before they were
Christianized. Although hali to a full century has elapsed since ceremonies
twok place upon these maraes, the names of many of them are still cherished,
and they figure prominently in the songs, chants, legends, and stories still heard.

While recording the marae ruins in 1929, 1930, and 1934, during the Bishop
Museum ethnographic survey of the Tuamotus {16, 26),' 1 became especially
interested in their original appearance and in their funetion. This monograph
contains what T have been able to gather from the meager but helpful published
literature and from the field work of the two Bishop Museum expeditions,
described in my report of the Tuamotuan Survey (16) and in the report of
the Mangarevan Expedition (26, pp. 61-67).

It requires only a brief acquaintance with the older generation of Tua-
motuans to realize that the life of their predecessors revolved about the marae
and that the marae, more than anything else in the culture, bound the mem-
bers of each group together and anchored them to a past which profoundly
influenced their present.

I have dealt with the physical appearance of the marae in considerable
detail for two reasons: the marae ruing in the Tuamotus serve to mark the
original extent of locally distinct cultures, which now have merged and largely
lost their identity ; and marae ruing survive throughout a large part of Poly-
nesia and furnish a concrete basis for comparative study.

FIELD WORK AND 50URCES

During the first Bishop Museumn expedition to the Tuamotus, from the
early part of 1929 to the early part of 1931 (16), chants, songs, and prayers
used in eonnection with the marae were taken down from dictation or. copied
from mative manuscripis in existence before our arrival, This work was done
mainly by the linguist of the expedition, J. Frank Stimson. In a number of the
istands I learned the terms for various parts of the marae and gained some
idea of their function. At anatau. in 1929, we encountered Te Miro o Pahoa,

lﬂnrrht:u bn parenthesss refes 10 Lileravers Cired, o 100




