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Numerous isle schools
have long, rich histories

Pacific University from

1997 to 2013. One assign-
ment required my students
to attend business network-
ing events and interview one
company president.

One of my students,
Adriana Camara, asked
whether she could interview
the president of HPU, Chatt
Wright. I was impressed

I taught business at Hawaii

‘with her daring and gave her

agreen light.

She found out several in-
teresting stories about HPU
that [ hadn't known before,
and it opened my eyes, I re-
alized that Hawaii’s schools
often have fascinating
stories.

Here are some of the
things about Hawaii schools
you might not already know.

Royal School

Before the missionaries
built a school for their own
children (Punahou in 1841),
they built a school for the
children of alii (the Chiefs’
Children’s School) in 1839.

Juliette and Amos Starr
Cooke ran the school from
their home, which was in
the grassy area just Dia-
mond Head of the state Cap-
itol and mauka of the State
Library.

The students included
David Kalakaua, Lydia Lili'u-
okalani, William Lunalilo,
Bernice Pauahi, Victoria
Kamamalu, Lot Kapuaiwa
(Kamehameha V) and Alex-
ander Liholiho (Kameha-
meha IV) and his future wife,
Emma Rooke,

One of the major dramas
at the school was the ro-
mance of Bernice Pauahi
and Charles Reed Bishop.
Pauahi’s mother and father
(Laura Konia and Abner
Paki) wanted her to marry
Prince Lot, who became
Kamehameha V. She met
with Lot and told him that
she did not love him, and he
released her from their
childhood promise. Lot
never married.

Charles R. Bishop was the
collector general of Customs
and called on Bernice nearly
every evening. He was “in

every way worthy of her
heart and hand,” said
Juliette Cooke.

Despite her parents’ op-
position, Bernice Pauahi
married Charles Bishop on
June 4, 1850, in the parlor
at Royal School. Paki and
Konia refused to attend.
The ceremony was small.
Only six people attended.

In 1851, after its royal stu-
dents graduated, the school
moved to its current site,
between Punchbowl and
Queen Emma streets. It had
been affectionately called
the “Royal School” since its
beginning, but the name was
formally adopted in 1846.

Lahainaluna

Lahainaluna opened in
1831, before California or
any state west of the Missis-
sippi had schools. Families
in California and Russia sent
their children to Hawaii to
be educated. In 1850 it be-
came a public school.

Hilo Boarding School

The second school
founded in Hawaii was the
Hilo Boarding School in
1832. It was a vocational
school that prepared stu-
dents for jobs in the real
world. If Hawaii had been
part of the United States
then, it would have been
the first vocational school
in America.

Hilo Boarding School also
taught teachers, Its educa-
tional model was the blue-
print for Kamehameha
Schools, the Hampton Insti-
tute in Virginia and Tuske-
gee Institute in Alabama.

High School

The oldest public high
school on Oahu is McKinley
High School. It is 160 years
old this year and has had
three names and five
locations.

It opened in 1865 in the
basement of the Fort Street
Church (now called Central
Union Church). In 1869 the
Fort Street English Day
School outgrew the base-
ment and moved to what
is now the corner of Pali
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Highway and School Street.

School Street then was
two blocks long. The English
Day School was at one end,
and Royal School was at the
other.

In 1895 it moved into what
had been Princess Ruth
Ke'elikolani’s palace and
changed its name to Hono-
lulu High School.

In 1908 it moved into its
fourth location on the cor-
ner of Beretania and Victoria
streets, across from Thomas
Square. Sharing the prop-
erty was the College of Agri-
culture and Mechanic Arts,
now called the University of
Hawaii, as it waited for its
Manoa campus to be ready.

Honolulu High School was
renamed in honor of Presi-
dent McKinley, who was as-
sassinated in 1901. The
17-4oot-tall statue of Mc-
Kinley was designed by Gor-
don Usborne of Honolulu. It
weighs 1,600 pounds. It was
first erected in front of the
school in February 1911.

McKinley High School
moved in 1923 to its fifth
and final location, in what
had been rice fields at
1039 8. King St.

The site at Victoria and
Beretania streets became
Lincoln (Linekona) Elemen-
tary, then the Ala Moana
School, and is now part of
the Honolulu Museum of Art,

Ke‘elikolani
Middle School

Princess Ruth Ke‘elikolani
built a magnificent home,
called Keoua Hale, on Emma
Street in 1883. She held a
three-day housewarming
and birthday party but he-
came ill and retreated to
Hulihe'e, her Kailua-Kona
residence, where she died.

Her cousin Princess Ber-
nice Pauahi and husband
Charles Reed Bishop
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In 1923 the school bought

lished Hawaii Pacific College

204 acres of Kalaepohaku from the remnants of Jack:
(“the rock pile”) in Kaimuki  son College. Hawaii Pacific
T from Bishop Estate for College used the Jackson
$65,000. A few years later, College campus, and its for-
® 80acresweresoldtoacon- mer students were wel-
_ tractor who developed Saint comed at the new school,
i Louis Heights. The $100,000 Hawaii Pacific University
he paid funded the new uses this 1965 date as its
Saint Louis School school buildings. beginning,
In 1846 the Sacred Hearts
founded Ahuimanu College «Hnu.'li mt[' Mills College
| justnorth of Kaneohe for Many Hawaii women have
i the education of Hawaiian Itrace the earliest incar- attended this Bay Area
boys. Ahuimanu means “a  nation of Hawaii Pacific Uni-  school. It was named for
gathering of birds,” versity to 1949 and a man Cyrus and Susan Mills, who
The school moved in 1883 named Sgt. Dewey Wayne taught at Punahou,
“to its second location, at Jackson, a Pearl Harbor Ma- Several Hawail royals vis-
Kamekela on the Ewa bank  rine who was stationed in ited the school, including
of Nuuanu Stream at theend Ha er World War I ﬂl:g»l(alakaua. Queen Kapio-
f Beretania Street. The path on wanted to do and Queen Lili‘uokalani.
entering the school was somethmg for the Territory”  One woman, who was ex-
named College Walk. with $8,000 he had saved cited to meet an actual king,
The school’s name was (over $85,000 in today's dol-  was aghast to find out he
changed to Saint Louis Col- lars). HegaveittotheRev.  was “colored.”
lege to honor Honolulu Louis Barrett to purchase Do you know something
Bishop Maigret, whose pa- property at 2655 Manoa interesting about a Hawaii
tron saint was Saint Louis Road for a Christian college.  school? If so, please share it
(King Louis IX of France). Jackson College had finan- with me.
Louis IX led two crusades cial problems due to low en- i
(hence the school nickname  rollment and | by 1965 was Bob Sigall is the author of the
“Crusaders”) and died three years behind in its five “The Companies We
during the second crusade mortgage. Banks foreclosed  Keep” books. Contact him at
at the age of 56 in Tunis, The on the property. Sigall@Yahoo.com or sign up
city of St. Louis in Missouri Former teachers and for his free email newsletter
is also named for him, administrators then estab- at RearviewMirrorinsider.

com,




