Native Hawaiian convention
approves new constituti
amid concerns of le

By Timothy Hurley
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The Native Hawatian
adopted & landmark constitution
Friday that allows room for federal
recognition by the ULS, government
while halding out for the possibilisy
independence,

of
But & number of e
- main about the future of the pro-
posed government, including when
a ratification election will be held
and who's going to pay for it

What's more, establishing a gov.
ernment before President Barack
Obama leaves office early next year
could be next to impossible, leaving
the question of federal recogni
i to & new president who might
not accept the bdea,

The document, approved with an
BA-30 vole plus one abstention,
ends a four-week convention, or
aha, that was envisloned by an act
of the 2011 state Legislature and
anded by the Dffice of Hawallan Af-
fndrs,

The body, niimbering mors than
100 and meeting at the Royal Ha-

-
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witilan Golf Cluby in Maunawdll, akso
adlopted a Declaration of Sover-
eignty that recounts the history of
Mative people since
Western chvilization.

“This is a historic day,” sabd Zuri
Ak, a University of Hawail ko stu-
dient from Mililanl whe skipped two
mlcibern exams to jodn in the fnal
dwdehateudmﬂmﬂnyuﬂ&i-

who also-voted with the magority, 1
didn’t expect we would get & consti-

tution adopted with such ashort

window of time, s amazing. Peo-
pile setthed down to work and
wanbed a solution™

The preamble to the “Constitution
of the Nathve Hawallan Nation" ex-
presses the desire to preserve and
sustain MNative culture and traditions
and “to promote the well-being
of our people and the 'Alna that

Please see AHA, A6
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Akina, president and
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Keli'f merce, and health
CED of the Grasaroot knsti- Furmaﬂhﬂud'fhem
tute of Hawali, attempted to venton. the next step |5 tak-
block the process In court,  ing the document to the
clurgingltmthvhlmng people and then finding a
the U.S. Constitution by us-  way to hold an election for
g} public funds to establish  ratification.
ﬂmmm "The real work now be
gins,” OHA trustes Rowena
"'I'Imai:tunpﬂnut&hlhh Akana zakd,
a alngte race-based natlon Akana said she hopes to
viclates the Aloha Spirit and  see hundireds of
goes against the will ofthe  meetings explaining the
majority of Hawabans," document.
Alkina aaid in an email “In- But exactly when a ratifi-
stead of wasting milions of  cation election will be held
public dollars on a divisive and who will pay for It re-
Wmm Tnain up in the air. Members
overnment and Hawaiian of the convention might
leaders should use thegs fi- ‘have to campalgn for pri-
nancial resources to ad- vate funding, some partici-
vance Hawallans through pants sakd,

S — e ——
plause for impassioned to other Pacific {aland na-
speeches recounting the tions, which he has besn
wrongs and injustices of the  studying. “I'm very proud of
past and the overthrow of ~ §t," he said.
the Hawaitan Bruce Lambert. a Hawai-

Veteran independence ad- lin Ewving In Sweden, sald
vocate Poka Laenui and at- ~ “the alternate s stabus quo.
torney Keonl Agard urged  That is oot
the convention to vote me, and it 1s not ;

for everyone in thiz room.”
AT ONE POBNT a mstion
to have the convention “ac-
cept” the dorument ratler
than adopt it failed.
Lanakila Mangaull, one of
the high-profile leaders of
the Mauna Kea “protectors.”
admitted to going into the
process belleving it wasn't
pono aind saying he was
there to oppose anything
leas than unequivoral nde-
pendence. But he ended up
voting for it Friday, saying

ddﬁ'!tmumepmbhdntu-
ment,
“I'm sorry, it's Just not

should be ashamed of your-
self,” Stowedl told the group.
But Molokal physician
Noa Emmett Aluli called the
decument “good work” and
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he was satisfied with the in-

dependence language in the

Who ks eligible to vote |s
also unclear. Some particl-
dmﬂuwhtﬂafhzm

up for | Ha-

fan Comnmission Roll are
ﬂlaﬁhwhﬂemhmm:i
the wording of the docu-
ment allows for i

extefiding
opportunity to those who
didn’t slgm up.

“It's not perfect by any
means,” Akana sald of the
document. “H was the hest
we could do under the cir-
cunstances,”

DELIBERATION on the fi-
nal version of the conatifu-

afternoon and continued for
meost of Friday. During the
two days there were smo-
tional pleas as well as ap-
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constitution inchde protec-
tions for Hawalian Homes
beneflclaries, Native Hawai-
lan refigon or beliefs and
hmeﬁr:lnnunipﬂme

‘Anybm:ﬂu accorded to

at keast 30 years old and
have resided in the Hawai-
lan Islands for not less than

10 years immediately pre.
ceding election.




