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Kuibishan-and Chi Islet

Kuibishan, one of the eight old
sites of Penghu, is located on the.
northern shore of Beiliao Village,
Husi Township. It is commonly
known as “Guibishan” according to-

\Zlegend stating that there are many
uibi (turtles) at the foot of the hill.

Chi Islet is on the eastern shore
of Beiliao Village. It is an oval-
shaped islet with the length of 120
meters and width of 60 meters. At
low tides, a basalt gravel path
appears to have a connection with
the Beiliao Peninsula.

The range of this geological park
includes Kuibishan, Chi Islet, and
their neighbouring waters. The
major geological facts are basaltic
volcanoes, sea erosions, and Fanzai
stones - basaltic stones rich in olivine. It is a site not to be
neglected for tours or field trips.

Walking along the Kuibishan hiking path, you can take in the
beautiful view of basaltic seashores, the broad sea-eroded plateau
and sandbank of Fanshuzaiwei Islet. Climbing up to Kuibishan,
you can look out the north to Yuanbei Islet and Niao Islet, the
northeast to Jishan Islet, Xiaobaisha Islet. the east to Dinggou

o Islet (Husband Islet) and Chamu
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GUANG HUA DIGITAL PLAZA

Taiwan is famous for its electronics, and other than its
own brands, it also makes components for many famous
international companies. Every local will tell you that a visit here is

imperative for those into gadgets. But the name Guang
meaning for the Taiwanese.

Hua has a deeper

The mall had humble beginnings when it opened in 1972 beneath a
eng South Road and Songjiant Road.
ical appliances were left behind by

overpass at the intersection of Xinsh
| In 1979 it was where second-hand e
the departing American
military. It then morphed

|| into a place where local
Taiwanese, many of them

| students, made a living by
selling electronic goods to
foreign buyers. The current
six-story behemoth of stalls
selling hardware, software,
DVDs and used books

|| was founded in 2008 and

| itis the largest market for e

| technological products in Taiwan under one roof. Pric

es are competitive and

a4 negotiating is commonplace. Visit guanghuamall.co




228 PEACE MEMORIAL PARK
Right across the street from the National
Taiwan Museum is an open space of
historic significance. It's here to remind people
of a brutal chapter in the island’s modern history,
and at the same time represents the openness of
today’s Taiwan. On February 28, 1947 an uprising
against the newly established Kuomintang
government was violently suppressed, leading
to the death of tens of thousands. Talking
about the incident was taboo for years until, in
1995, President Lee Teng-hui became the first
government leader to address what happened
publicly, opening the subject for discussion.
| Ifthe purpose of this park is to set the souls of
| those victims to rest, it has truly succeeded ~ this park
b4 feels peaceful and serene, and the Chinese pagoda
in the middle is, unsurprisingly, a popular spot for
photos. The Taipei 228 Memorial Museum is located
| at the southeastern corner of the park. Open 10:00
| AM-5:00 PM every day except Monday and the day
| | after national holidays; entry NT$20 (US$0.70). Visit
228 taipei.gov.tw (Chinese only).

' such as Aurora and, of course, the Titanic. English

B EVERGREEN MARITIME MUSEUM
B you love the history of sailing then

7" thisis as close to heaven as you can get.
| In the lobby, you are greeted by a life-size model I
| ofa carvel-built boat of the Taos, one of Taiwan’s |
o aboriginal tribes, and a dhow. Inside, records from
| both West and East — and from different eras —
| are documented and carefully presented with
exquisite model ships in the permanent exhibition,
with themes such as“Chinese Ships,” “Sailing
| Ships”and“Primitive Boats.”
|  There are miniatures of grand dames such as
| | HMS Sovereignty of the Seas, powerful battleships

guided tours can be arranged with two week’s i
advance notice, Full adult entry fee is NT$250
(88.50); open 9:00 AM ~ 5:00 PM Tue-Sun, closed

on Mondays and Chinese New Year's Eve, Visit ;

eVergreenmuseum.org. tw.
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NATIONAL TAIWAN MUSEUM
This museum near the Presidential Palace often slips under the
tourist radar but it should not be overlooked. Established in 1908,
this house of history is the oldest in Taiwan and the only museum

still in operation = - r—s

since the Japanese

colonial era. It was

set up as the Taiwan

Governor Museum

to commemorate

the inauguration of

the North-South

Railway, and many of

the regular exhibits

are related to trains.

| There are five

| departments — anthro-

pology, earth sciences, —

zoology, botany and education — where you can learn about the island’s indige-

nous animals and plants as well as the life of its early inhabitants. Unfortunately,

alot of the information boards are in Chinese with only token English descrip-

tions, but coming here to admire the architecture alone is worth the time. Also,

other than the special exhibitions, entry is free. Open every day 10:00 AM - 5:00

PM except Mondays. Visit formosa.ntm.gov.tw.
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LAO WANG JI BEEF NOODLES KING
This may be the name of the place, but it’s not going to help you much, even if you know
how to read Chinese characters ~ this noodle shop is apparently so famous among locals that
it has not even bothered to put up a sign. Tell the taxi driver to take you to*Tao Yuan Jie”and
you will be taken to a small street lined by eateries.
The only queue in the street will be at this place, whose entrance is tucked away in a small side alley
called Lane 11. No one speaks English here, so hand signals are the way to go. While in line, when a
member of staff shouts out something at the door, gesture how many people you have with your fingers,
as this might help you get a table more quickly. Once inside, just do the same thing to indicate how many
portions you want. Yes, they do serve kimchi, pig’s trotter, pork ribs and so on, but you will soon realize very
few people are going for those. Stick with the beef noodles, for NT$150 ($5.00). Tel +886 937 860 050.




Exciting Observations of Numerous Green Turtles Fomgih;n Coastal Waters of
Liugiu Island, Taiwan

By Connie Ka-yan NG' and George H. Balazs?
lka\'an,ng‘connie@:gmail.com / kavng64@student.cityu.edu hk
PhD student of City University of Hong Kong.

%itsahon uworldinhawaii@hotmail.com

Pacific Islands Regional Vice Chair, IUCN SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group.

January 2013

In October 2011 we attended a sea turtle stranding workshop in Taiwan. After this
informative and enjoyable meeting of turtle specialists, our colleague Prof. I-Jiunn

Cheng kindly invited several of us to visit Liuqiu Island (Latitude 22° 20’ 19.12°N,

Longitude 120°22°1 1.34”’E) (in Chinese /INEER) of Pingtung County in Taiwan (See

maps 1-3 attached). A 20-minute ferry boat ride 15km off the west coast of Taiwan,

the island is only 6.8 km? with coral and rock fringing reefs, clear water, several sandy

beaches and three boat harbors. With a human population of about 12,000, local
residents make their living primarily by distant-

water fishing and tourism from

Taiwan. The island is famous for its rich Tao and Buddhist temple culture.

In November 2012 we returned to the Liuqiu Island again for cultural respect for the
Liugiu Wangye Worshipping Ceremony CAE P42 h) only held every 3 years, For
several days a large beautifully constructed replica of a boat is transported for worship -
by hand around the island along with the Palanquin of Wangye. Using tons of ‘paper

money’ the boat is then set on fire on the beach and entirely burned to ashes.




Two of our friends, local conservationists Tien and Sophia at the Ocean Blue Hoﬁe@;

~ led us to the cliff at the spot “Camping Area”, in the north of Liugiu Island, to observe

oo - foraging green turtles in the late afternoon on 8 November 2012. During the
_ observation from the cliff, seven green turtles were found foraging on the algal mats
grown on the limestone in the shallow waters of approximately 1 metre deep. Among

the seven turtles, four were adults including 2 females and 2 males, while the other

| three were juvenile green turtles, which seemingly positioned themselves in deeper

water farther away from the shore.

In the afternoon (2-4pm) on 9 November 2012, we snorkeled a short segment of the

¥ " coastal waters of the island with the local conservationists Tien and Jian-wei. The
= " journey started from “Beauty Cave” ending at “Vase Rock”, north of the Island,

| spanning for some 800m to lkm in total distance. During the snorkelling trip, an
' amazing 40 or more green turtles were observed vigorously foraging on algal mats
—— ~ that abundantly thrived on limestone flat rocks in shallow waters extending seaward
| from the cliffs. These turtles ranged from 30cm to over 100cm in carapace length,
with over 50% being post-pelagic juveniles to juveniles while all others were nearly
| mature adults. These foraging green turtles were good in body shape and healthy
during the underwater observations. They were generally tolerant to our presence at
an approximate distance of 5 metres. One turtle had a fishing line entangled at the

base of its left forelimb. Efforts to rescue it for disentanglement were unsuccessful. Of



iirteresting note is that we encountered a large female green turtle with a blue plastic
tag attached at the midway of its right forelimb. The tag was overgrown with algae so
any inscriptions on the tag could not be obtained. The same turtle has been observed

residing in the area for at least three years, as advised by the local conservationists.

We are sincerely thankful for the hospitality and friendship of Tien, Sophia and

Jian-wei, and all the other wonderful people met at Liugiu.

Except in the Hawaiian Islands we have never seen so many green turtles foraging in

such a short length of coastline. We plan to visit Liugiu Island again soon to snorkel,

enjoy, and learn about green turtles feeding at other coastal locations. The following

images, some kindly provided by Tien, Sophia and Jian-wen, give views of the
wonderful experiences we had at Liugiu involving green turtles, local people, and

their rich culture.




Picture 1. Palanquin of Wangye carried by the locals on Liugiu Island
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Picture 3. Local people carried the Wangye boat around Liugiu
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Picture 5. George H. BALAZS carried the Wangye boat with the locals
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Picture 7. Burning of the Wangye boat with paper money
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Picture 8. Burning of the Wangye boat with paper money
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