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FACT SHEET ON THE CLEAN-UP PROJECT CARRIED CATT
AT EAST ISLAND, FRENCH FRIGATE SHOALS,
DECEMBER 15-19, 1980
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1. To break up abandoned concrete foundations on East Island that
originated from the occupancy of the U.S. Coast Guard during the
1940's.

2. To remove as much metal, wire, and wood debris as possible from
the ground surface of EBast Island.

East Island consists of only 12 acres, but it is the most important site
in the entire Hawailan chain for nesting by green sea turtles (a threatened
species under theé U.5. Endangered Species Act). The ground area covered by
concrete foundatlons has been unavailable for turtles to dig nests and lay
their eggs. Metal, wire, and wood debris regularly inhibit, and at times
entangle, both nesting turtles and hatchlings emerging from nests. The
enhancement of this important island habitat through clean-up efforts will
lead to increased productivity in the Hawaiian green turtle population.

East Island is one of 12 small islands situated within the shallow
waters of French Frigate Shoals, a part of the Hawaiian Islands National
Wildlife Refuge. French Frigate Shoals is located approximately 500 miles
northwest of Honolulu. In addition to being a eritical breeding aite for
green turtles, the area is also heavily utilized by numerous species of sea-
birde and the endangered Hawaiian mwonk seal,

PERSONNEL AND AGEMCIES:

MNational Marine Fisheries Service

William G. Gilmartin
George H. Balazs
Andrew E. Ddzon
Douglas DeMaster
Alan Eam

U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service (agency responsibkle for the Hawaiian
Islands Natiomal Wildlife Refuge)

Garald Ludwig

John Andre®

Fobert Schulmelster®
Susan Schulmeister#®

*Resident caretakers/biologists at Tern Island, French Frigate Shoals.



