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See turtles hatched on Beidao Island, Sansha, Hainan province. [Photo/Xinhua]

HAIKOU — In the turquoise waters and along the stunning coastlines of the Xisha Islands in the
South China Sea, a crucial mission has been quietly taking shape, namely the protection of sea
turtles.

Conservation efforts are showing tangible results, with 115 nests discovered in the islands between
January and mid-August this year, according to the marine reserve management bureau of Sansha

city in Hainan province.

After years of protection and environmental restoration, 1,734 nests containing green sea turtle

eggs were found between 2017 and 2023, according to bureau officials.


https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
https://cn.chinadaily.com.cn/
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/life
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/life/people

The islands ar g E R 7 Wi % L E‘j‘;%;&qunety percent of China's sea turtle
CH I N AD AI lY L (//www.chinadaily.com.cn) '
nonulation are i B WA CET AT B .COM.CU aen sea tirtles ac 32 1t/ fochiaadathaeoR(en)
p%(r)gtle% {//www.chinadaily.com.cn) / Lifestyle (//www.chinadaily.com.cn/life) / People
(//Www:chinadaily.com.cn/life/people) o

Since the 1980s, global populations and habitats have experienced a sharp decline due to long-term

overfishing, illegal trade, marine pollution and human activities, compounded by climate change.
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local marine reserve office checks the turtle eggs and nests.
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To address these threats, Sansha has implemented a protection system for sea turtles that is based
on 24-hour monitoring and the protection of nesting turtles, as well as the development of key

conservation policies.

A sea turtle protection center has been set up on Beidao Island, which is part of the Xisha Islands,
where research teams from a number of universities have set up labs and research centers. The
teams are conducting studies on the status of green sea turtle populations, the sea turtle

environment and conservation biology.

"With the support and help of local government, we did research on 11 islands and reefs in the

Xisha Islands," says Zhang Ting, a researcher from Hainan Normal University.

"We surveyed the situation facing sea turtles, and obtained a lot of precious data and samples,"
Zhang adds.
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