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on Wednesday to take stock of current and upcoming cases. Among other things, the "turtle

meat trafficking” that took place within the premises of the public channel Polynésie la 1

Pamatai was discussed.

“I have not been officially notified.”

Prosecutor Soléne Belaouar indicated that she became aware of this turtle meat trafficking “ /ike

everyone else with the Tahiti Infos article.”

No complaint has been filed , and she has not “officially” been notified, she explains . "However,
I consider that in the article there are sufficient precise and verifiable elements. There will be
an investigation opened. As you know, I do not necessarily open an investigation simply by
reading a press article and it has already happened that I did not do so; but here I found that it

was sufficiently precise and verifiable ."

Indeed, as explained in the article published in the edition of Tahiti Infos this Tuesday, the

is
"turtle meat trafficking” within Polynésie La lére
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T ahiti, June 4, 2025 — The Papeete
prosecutor's office has decided to open
an investigation into "turtie meat

ére
trafficking” within Polynésie la 1 .
According to Public Prosecutor Soléne
Belaouar, the information published this
Tuesday by Tahiti Infos presents "
sufficient precise and verifiable
elements"” concerning this case .

As is now the custom once a month, Public
Prosecutor Soléne Belaouar invited the press

ére
in
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“an open secret . " According to the 11/09/2025

information gathered, “"the sale of turtle meat” was organized by a member of management, and

some of the same management even bought meals. Employees of the public channel pointed the
finger at management, which they said "wants to hush up this affair . " This subject was even

. \ ]
discussed in the works council, which angered the boss of Polynésie la 1ere,

w

Lemée, who, according to our information,

even though it is illegal and a crime ,” testified one of the channel’s employees.

was aware of it [...] and he never did anything,

ean -Philippe
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"“Fins mixed with more oyster sauce”

Alors que le directeur éditorial de Polynésie La 1°™¢, Alex Bellerose, évoquait mardi la possibilité
que cette affaire ne soit finalement qu’une dénonciation calomnieuse en interne, et qu’il n'y
aurait jamais eu de vente de viande de tortue au sein de la chaine publique, le vendeur de son
coté affirmait le contraire a Tahiti Infos.

“C’est la chasse aux sorciéres chez nous”

Dans une “"communication interne” le directeur général de Polynésie La 1ere, Jean-Philippe
Lemée appelle au “"respect de la Iégislation et des valeurs de notre média”. 1l estime que "ce
type de comportement ne saurait étre ignoré€, ni banalisé [...]. Et que chague manquement porte
atteinte a la réputation de notre média et a la confiance que nous devons inspirer a notre
public”, déplore-t-il.

Le directeur général de Polynésie La 1°'® assure en outre que des “procédures internes sont
d’ores et déja enclenchées” et qu’en fonction du résultat “des sanctions pourront étre prises”.

Jean-Philippe Lemée aurait préféré que ce scandale ne sorte pas des murs de la station de
Pamatai. Et il pointe méme du doigt ceux qui ont “choisi d’externaliser cette affaire sans se
soucier des conséquences sur l'image de la station”. Un “comportement” qu’il condamne et qu’il
considere comme étant "une dérive préoccupante vers l'individualisme au détriment de l'intérét
que nous servons tous [...] avec rigueur et conviction”.

Et selon nos informations, cette "dérive” dont il est question a déja donné lieu a des
réprimandes de la part de cadres aux journalistes de la rédaction de la chaine publique de
Pamatai. "C’est la chasse aux sorciéres chez nous’, rapportent certains salariés. "Ils cherchent
qui a balancé les informations, et selon eux, Tahiti infos leur aurait donné les noms de deux
Jjournalistes”. Et toujours selon nos informations, nos confréres de la chaine de Pamatai sont
“"sereins car ils n‘ont rien a se reprocher et savent que les cadres préchent le faux pour savoir le
vrai ;que c’est du bluff”.

La CFDT Paris a aussi réagi au travers d’'un communiqué intitulé “La tortueuse affaire tordue de
la tortue”. Elle regrette que la chaine publique n’ait pas fait la Une de Tahiti Infos pour le "“prix
d’excellence journalistique”.

Le syndicat s’interroge d’ailleurs sur la nature "“/égale” et “saine” des ventes qui ont cours dans
les locaux de la chaine publique : "Un nouveau cap est franchi. Et pas n’importe lequel : celui
du Code de I'environnement”, dénonce le syndicat qui rappelle au besoin que la tortue est "une
espéece protégée” et son commerce un délit.

“"But at Polynésie la 1ére, some seem to be slipping their principles into iceboxes. An April
Fool's joke makes you smile. A May turtle makes you shameful." The CFDT deplores this
"trafficking" all the more since "the scandal broke" on the eve of the United Nations Ocean
Conference: " While the world is committed to protecting marine species, a sea turtle ends up
on a plate, in the heart of a public service." This poses a real problem of " credibility," writes
the CFDT.

In this scathing statement, the union denounces a management that " has turned a blind eye
for years [...]. Today, it is the resort's employees who are suffering the consequences: public
shame, tarnished image, and a deleterious climate." This is no longer a slide, it's a plunge into
impunity .” The CFDT demands answers. And action. For respect for the law. For the company's
image. For all those who refuse to allow this to be done in their name. And for the preservation
of turtles...

Remember that the environmental code prohibits, regardless of the stage of development of
protected animal species, the mutilation, intentional capture, transport, possession, sale,



purchase, import, or export. Trafficking in protected species is punishable by a fine of up to
17.8 million francs and two years' imprisonment.
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