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“What is a sea turtle” to you?



TURTLE

• Symbol of Good Luck, Prosperity, Longevity & Wisdom; Represents the World

"Qi Guei ceremony" (乞龜, beg for a turtle), where temples display giant turtles made of rice or 
other offerings, in Penghu Island, Taiwan during Lantern Festival in the Lunar New Year

Photos taken at Penghu, Taiwan



TURTLE

Photos taken at Temple of Literature, Vietnam

Photos taken at temples 
in Penang, Malaysia



TURTLE
15th-centuary Korean Turtle Boat at HKMM

Source: Antique Alive



TURTLE
Trade Product Tortoiseshell

Photos taken in the National Museum of Singapore 



TURTLE

• "Nüwa Mends the Heavens" (女媧補天) in Chinese folklore

• “Urashima Tarō” (浦島太郎) in Japanese folklore

• Associate with “Sea God/ Yowang” by Jeju’s Haenyeo in Korean folklore

Source: Newsancai Source: NHK for School Source: EthnoScopes



OCEAN CULTURE IN TEMPLE
Tam Kung Temple, Shau Kei Wan (built in 1905)
Tam Kung (Lord Tam) Festival (譚公誕), Intangible Cultural Heritage



OCEAN CULTURE IN TEMPLE
Burning the Wangye Boat Festival in Taiwan



OCEAN CULTURE IN TEMPLE

Photos taken at Pingtung King Boat Museum, Taiwan Source: Taiwan Panorama



OCEAN CULTURE IN TEMPLE

Photos taken at Pingtung King Boat Museum, Taiwan 



OCEAN CULTURE IN TEMPLE

Kwan Kung Pavilion, Cheung Chau
(Source: HK01)

Kwan Tai Temple & Joeng Hau Temple, Tai O
(Source: Zolima Citymag)



ILLUSTRATED ALBUM OF SEA MISCELLANY
海錯圖 (QING DYNASTY, AROUND 1700)

Hawksbill Turtle (Source: NOAA) Mudskipper (Source: AFCD)

GUESS ?



ART
EXPORT TRADE 

PRODUCTS 

Mother-of-pearl Shell Carved 

with Dragon Boat Motif

(Qing Dynasty, 1644-1911)

Collection at HKMM



ART

Large dish with wucai (five enamels) decoration

(Ming Dynasty, 1573-1620 CE)

Large soup plate with famille rose gilt decoration
of Neptune riding on a dolphin 

encountering a Swedish ship (1755 CE)

Collection at HKMM



FISHERMEN SONG  鹹水歌
• Intangible Cultural Heritage

• Earliest fishermen song existed over 300 years ago

• Integration of history, art and science 

= local knowledge in fisheries resources

• Fish species, catch in each month, method & location

Grouper 石斑
© Gomen

Hairtail 牙帶
© FishingMacau

牙帶黃花

石斑

Source: In Search of the Songs of the Hong Kong Fisherman 

Croaker 黃花
© SingPao



ART X SCIENCE
Sing together “Ocean Love Song” – composed & performed by Dr. Connie

出發啦！ 乘坐大船 到海裡一起漫游

夢想探險 幻想跟鯨魚海獺 編織樂園

DA DA DA DA DA DA DA DA

那海龜衝浪濤 歸家

DA DA DA DA DA DA DA DA

這珊瑚魚微笑 海草床内大章魚舉手舞動 海豚齊高唱

DA DA DA DA

你跟我與大海永存 天天見

DA DA DA DO DO DO LET US COUNT

SEA TURTLE DOLPHIN AND CORAL

OCTOPUS OTTER FISH AND WHALE

OCEAN LOVES US ALL   WE LOVE YOU SO
Generated by AI



SCIENCE

Whale 鯨魚 Otter 海獺 Sea Turtle 海龜

Coral Fish珊瑚魚 Octopus 章魚 Dolphin 海豚

© Greenpeace
© Marine Mammal Commission © Coral Reef Image

© iNaturalist © Smithsonian © SCMP



ART X SCIENCE EXHIBITION

Underwater Photo & Video Competition, with AFCD/ 

Government & Hong Kong China Underwater Association 
Oyster Odyssey: Restoring Hong Kong’s Lost Treasure, with TNC



ART X SCIENCE
Screening of documentary x sharing of marine conservation



ART X SCIENCE



ART X SCIENCE
HKMM animation “Ocean Guardians”

Episode 1 “The Rescue” The Green Sea Turtle

Episode 2 “The Gourmet Musician” The BlackSpot Tuskfish

Episode 3 “Let’s All Calm Down” The Brain Corals



MARINE SCIENCE GALLERY















SCIENCE



EDUCATIONAL WORKSHEETS  
GUARDIANS OF THE OCEAN TO SAVE THE MOTHER GREEN TURTLE



1ST WORKSHEET ON MARINE ECOLOGY AND FOOD WEB 

NARRATIVE “IMMERSIVE SPACE – OUR OCEAN”



2ND WORKSHEET ON THE HUMAN THREATS FACED BY THE OCEAN & MARINE LIFE

NARRATIVE “UNDER THREAT”



3RD WORKSHEET ON COLLABORATIVE CONSERVATION ACTIONS

NARRATIVE “HOPE FOR TOMORROW”



SCIENCE – OCEAN LITERACY



SCIENCE - BIODIVERSITY WORKSHOP



MARINE SCIENCE AND OCEAN CULTURE



CONFERENCE ON 
SUSTAINABILITY & NATURE CONSERVATION



COLLABORATION IS THE KEY



ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY BY SOCIAL MEDIA



Swire Marine Discovery Centre 
Website



Hong Kong Maritime Museum 
Facebook

Hong Kong Maritime Museum 
Instagram



CITIZEN SCIENTIST PROGRAMME

1. Grow the Bond of Community with the Ocean through Sea Turtles 
by science, collaboration and communication

2. Collect Sighting Information, Photos, Videos for identifying sea 
turtle individuals to understand their distribution and habitat use

iNaturalist Facebook Instagram



MISSION-DRIVEN & PEOPLE-CENTRED

Mission Know Our 
Audience

Programme 
Development

Partnership

Collaboration

Capacity 
Building

Marketing & 
Public 

Relations
Evaluation & 

Review



WE FEEL MORE CONNECTED TO THE BLUE PLANET





EVALUATION AND REVIEW

Over 6,300 Conservation Pledges made

% 

achieved

Actual Outputs 

(Feb – July 2025)

Planned Outputs 

(Annual)

TargetBeneficiary

71%49,93970,000No. of Visitors Visitation to Marine 

Science Gallery

77%231300No. of School/ 

Community Group visits 

98%12,77313,000No. of School/ 

Community Group 

visitors 

137%2,7412,000No. of Participants in 

Marine Science 

Programme

Marine Science 

Programme

119%23,83420,000SMDC Webpage 

views

SMDC Reach on 

Website and Social 

Media 654%523,28080,000Social Media Reach



POSITIVE FEEDBACK

To the Marine Science Gallery

• Identified “Hong Kong’s Ocean Ecology” as the central theme

• Felt more informed of marine science & conservation

• Agreed by 96% in 369 no. of respondents

To the Marine Science Education Activities

• Improved ocean literacy, awareness in marine science & 
conservation

• Growth in community commitment towards conservation

• Agreed by 95% in 133 no. of respondents


