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There are five species of sea turtles distributed widely along the continental shelf on the east coast of Chian. They are
the green turtle( Chelonia mydas ), the loggerhead turtle( Caretta caretta) , the olive ridley turtle( Lepidochelys olivacea) ,and
the leatherback turtle( Dermochelys coriacea) . The green turtle is the most common, and in fact, only the green, logger-
head, and hawksbill turtles can be found nesting on Chinese beaches.

As in many other maritime states, for thousands of years the coastal residents have harvested sea turtles for food and u-
tilized parts of their bodies for medicines and omaments. Hatchlings have also been sold in pet shops. According to one
study, between 1959 and 1989 at least thirty thousand sea turtles were slaughtered in the South China Sea. Although all sea
turtles have been listed as endangered and are under full legal protection in Taiwan, they are still slaughtered for profit on
both land and sea in other areas because sea turtles are only listed as “threatened” (as opposed to “endangered”).

One of the major problems of sea turtle conservation in China is the unwillingness to conserve certain critical natural re-
sources. Although such concepts have been documented even in ancient Chinese classics, the increase in the human popula-
tion in recent centuries has led to greatly increased demands on natural resources. However, due to inappropriate manage-
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ment policies, many resources are over-utilized and the sea turtles habitats, both on the land and in the sea, have been seri-
ously damaged. Apart from massive and illegal sand mining operations, coastal construction projects, dynamite and poison
fishing, and the use of other types of destructive fishing gears, the turtle have also been impacted by over-harvesting and egg
poaching. Because it takes at least 20 years for the sea turtle to reach maturity, these activities have not only seriously af-
fected the survival and reproduction of the sea turtle poplulation, but also compromised the integrity of the ecosystem. Under
these conditions, it is not known whether, or to what extent, sea turtle populations could be restored or even maintained,
but as with many other endangered species, there is probably a point at which the population levels will fall so far, and the
remaining areas of natural habitat will be so small and dispersed, that the decline towards extinctiom—at least locally—will
have become irreversible.

Another major problem of sea turile conservation in China is that too little is known about these animals. In fact, apart
from some recent research on the nestiong ecology of the green turtles in Taiwan, almost nothing is known about the sea tur-
tles marine and terrestrial habitats in China as a whole. And even in Taiwan, our understanding of these animals is still very
limited. Conservation of species the undertake long-distance oceanic migrations and only emerge to nest on land during the
breeding season will be very difficult without sufficient knowledge of their life histories.

Therefore, an increase in ecological research and the promotion of public awareness will both be necessary if we hope to
save these endangered species. Conservation methods should aim not only at increasing the number of turtles but at preserving
and restoring their marine and terrestrial habitats. In the long run, while these efforts would be intended primarily to benefit
the sea turtles, coastal residents should also find their “quality of life” will have been enhanced.

(EFREHMEIEEZEN

BEZREXRFERIYFHEMERUE L IR EAN B A KRBT LR WP F T RIS F R
FERBO(EFRRFIWF)EF T T 1998 4F 3 A oy A3 b gt b g R 47,

APHELHWIF AN Y ERIFENBAMAGERERRZMR, LAHAKL AT IEEH H5EF
B AR LA A MEFAFS A SRR, ABROEFAME SRIDALFREDZEN S
ERE ERAYGERREFEREHN FATERIVAREIRALA FEHHGF I TBELHE LS
FEEFLREIWFHRELIATN I LRSI FRHDAERIE HANFIHELL I F LA
BHATAEIHE, HEEFTEFF S ERERYCLEF T RS ETALLEAIUBE TSRS 214
EHBRREE , PAR LAY, AETRAUESREFALE AMARLMERZEG ZRIWFHM LR
LRI WHBIEEPANT AV LG EFENF IHERTEFGEE 5,

AFOFTF M FERBAMELRMA, LTNF,

BKANTATREZZEXRFEIRFHNT S HAK

(¥ % 400038, %75 ;023 — 68752158) o

EIE:AT 1998 455 1 %5 5 W E SR Bl — " — X EXREF,E 1 TR EERAL" EST
B9 “ AT 3555 XVI11 957 FF 3R IE , 3 /B (i E Bl

75





