
Learning through turtles
Educational opportunities with STRETCH

Laura Jim
Hawaiʻi Preparatory Academy 
Sea Turtle Research Program



Waimea

Laura Jim
laura.jim@hpa.edu

Co-Director of HPA Sea Turtle Research Program
Director of HPA Scuba Program
Marine Science Educator
www.hpa.edu
turtle.hpa.edu
Instagram: laurajimphotography

http://www.hpa.edu/
http://turtle.hpa.edu/
https://www.instagram.com/laurajimphotography/


It is the mission of HPA’s Sea Turtle Research Program to contribute towards the
health and conservation of sea turtles through education, research, and advocacy,
working with students and community members to actualize their passion and
commitment to a healthier marine environment.



Supporting tagging of turtles raised at the Port of 
Nagoya Public Aquarium in the “early years”



Supporting tagging of turtles raised at the 
Aquarium des Lagonsin New Caledonia



Supporting tagging of turtles in Moso Island, Republic of Vanuatu



Supporting tagging of turtles with STRETCH



Potential benefits to students who engage in experiential 
research and field investigation opportunities

Students classroom concepts 
to real world contexts

Student gain confidence and 
independence leading towards 
successes in the future

Strengthens environmental awareness and 
stewardship of students

Student gain exposure to professional 
scientists, research methods, often inspiring 
academic or career goals

By contributing to a larger scientific effort students 
see their work’s broader impact elevating the 
authenticity and value of their work

Students enhance their soft skills 
including collaboration through 
successful interactions of 
professionals

Develop technical skills that are 
typically not accessible to the age group



Potential benefits to programs that engage younger students

Collaborative partnerships 
potential are elevated

Fresh perspectives and ideas are 
offered by students

Empowerment of youth leadership leading 
to amplification of research intention

Often attracts positive press 
coverage and community goodwill

“Future scientist” pipeline!

Pathways for mentorship and future 
research opportunities are developed

Demonstrates, to funders a commitment 
to community education and outreach

Can increase research productivity



Dr. Larry Crowder and Dr. Alberto Abreu visit Nagoya Municipal 
Koyo High School hosted by instructor Ken Winterowd



Port of Nagoya Public Aquarium’s 
various informational displays





HPA students sharing their knowledge and ”expertise” gained 
through field work with younger students throughout their lives



STRETCH has been a topic of 
interest at events



Including our local library!



Website educator resources



Blog



Challenge : Create lessons with “meaty” mapping / computational analysis to 
support the use of current and “real” scientific data for high school level students



Mahalo nui loa






Ma ka hana ka ‘ike
By doing, one learns
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