
Engaging The Public: Our Blog as a 
Tool for STRETCH Outreach

Marc Rice
STRP, Hawaii Preparatory Academy



MAKIN G PUBLIC O UTREACH A PRIO RITY



MAKIN G PUBLIC O UTREACH A PRIO RITY

From the very beginning, outreach to the general public was a 
STRETCH priority and, after discussing ways to reach out, it was 
decided that we would create a website 
 Project STRETCH history and science
 Post major updates
 Provide ed resources for students and teachers
 Links to social media
 Link to a blog





CO N TRIBUTO RS TO  W EBSITE 

● Dana Briscoe- Website Coordinator
● Cali Turner Tomaszewiez – research, outreach and FAQs

● Bianca Santos-original content and ideas
● Beverly Scharnhorst-webmaster 

● Jeffery Seminoff-research, outreach and FAQs
● Denise Parker-external user experience
● Masanori Kurita-photos, videos, newscasts

● Masanori Mori-photos, videos
● Tomomi Saito-photos, videos

● Alberto Abreu-web site translations
● Gran Aquario Mazatlan-web site translations

● Marc Rice & Laura Jim – photos, videos
● The Entire STRETCH Team- all aspects were supported and reviewed



OTHER FO RMS O F O UTREACH
.

1. Presentations by Larry Crowder, Alberto Abreu, 
Bianca Silva, Dana Brisco, Tomomi Saito – PICES, 
ISTS, Mazatlan Aquarium, Taiwan sea turtle 
workshop ,ETC.



OTHER FO RMS O F O UTREACH

.

.
1. Presentation to high school students in Japan 

(Larry Crowder and Alberto Abreu), students in 
Hawaii and at community ed outreach events 
(Laura Jim and Marc Rice) 



LET’S LO O K AT THE BLO G

THEORY AND SCIENCE BEHIND THE PROJECT
RAISING THE TURTLES- youtube videos
ATTACHING THE TAGS- youtube videos
RELEASING THE TURTLES- youtube videos
NEWS STORIES ABOUT THE PROJECT - videos

COVERED BOTH IN LO GGERHEAD STRETCH 
AND IN STRETCH UPDATES



PO ST RELEASE O F EACH CO HO RT

Once the turtles were in the water and data started coming in, people could 
follow their tracks on the website.
Here is where I thought the blog would be useful:  
 Post updates on Cohort tracks and create different maps of individual 

loggerheads
 Relate oceanographic parameters to loggerhead tracks
 Report on new / unusual happenings
 Share overview and comments by STRETCH Team members
 Share thoughts about and interpretations of turtles’ behaviors



BLO G STRUCTURE

RUNNING POST- Each Cohort of loggerheads generally 
had only one post that was added to 
When a new Cohort was released, a new post was 
published and information about  previous Cohorts was 
updated along with the new Cohort



KEY PO IN TS TO  HIGHLIGHTCREATIN G TRACK AN IMATIO N S



CO MPARIN G CO HO RT TRACKS



PRO VIDIN G DATA O N  TURTLES’ TRAVELS

https://draft.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5005265595876315468/2560792948996586082


TAG PERFO RMAN CE DATA

https://draft.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5005265595876315468/2560792948996586082


TRACKS AN D EN VIRO N MEN TAL CO N DITIO N S
SST, CURREN TS, CHLO RO PHYLL A, SST AN O MALIES
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TRACKS AN D EN VIRO N MEN TAL CO N DITIO N S-
SST, CURREN TS, CHLO RO PHYLL A, SST AN O MALIES

https://draft.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5005265595876315468/2560792948996586082


BREAKING NEW S



CHANGING O CEAN CO NDITIO NS



TRACKS AN D EN VIRO N MEN TAL CO N DITIO N S
SST, CURREN TS, CHLO RO PHYLL A, SST AN O MALIES



DIVIN G BEHAVIO R O F SPLASH TAGGED TURTLES

https://draft.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5005265595876315468/2560792948996586082
https://draft.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/5005265595876315468/2560792948996586082


TEAM MEMBER CO N TRIBUTIO N S

Comments and explanations by STRETCH 
team members
Diagrams, animations, analysis by 
STRETCH team members
Comments, corrections and additions to 
blog posts by STRETCH team members



EVALUATING THE EFFECTIVENESS 
O F THE BLO G

GOOGLE HAS BUILT IN TRACKING TOOLS

All time = 14494 views in 2.7 yrs

August 2025 = 813 views

September 2025 = 852 views



W HERE ARE O UR 
VISITO RS FRO M?
SEPTEMBER, 2025



W HERE ARE O UR 
VISITO RS FRO M

TOTAL?



VALUE O F STRETCH O UTREACH- ALL MEDIA

1. A few thousand viewers are not likely random internet users and may 
constitute a professional audience

1. Fellow researchers and collaborators

2. Policy makers and regulators

3. Conservation NGOs and funding bodies

Conclusion:

 VALUE OVER VOLUME- qualitative not quantitative

 



IN TERESTED PUBLIC

The focus of the website, talks and the blog, was to generate interest in the 
project by the general public.

 Develop interest in and knowledge about a very unique endangered species 

 Highlight the impact of climate change on ocean ecology as it relates to a 
particular endangered species

 Spotlight a highly innovative and unique ocean-wide experiment-  
     

     STRETCH



O UR CO LLEAGUES IN  KO ICHI W ITH STRETCH LO GGERHEADS



Q UESTIO N S, 
CO MMEN TS, 

SUGGESTIO N S?
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