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From the first crossing: Rawlins ohana has deep ties to Molokai Hoe
Story by Nikki Schenfeld • • 2 min read

KHON Honolulu 13.6KFollow Followers

2w

HONOLULU (KHON2) — The Molokai Hoe is one of the most iconic races in Hawaii across the Kaiwi Channel. For the Rawlins ohana, paddling

isn’t just a sport, it’s a way of life deeply tied to Molokai’s identity.
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On Sunday, Oct. 12, thousands of paddlers from around the world will gather at Hale o Lono Beach for the Molokai Hoe.

Molokai native and Maui County Councilwoman Keani Rawlins-Fernandez has deep ties to paddling.

“My papa and his brothers paddled in the first Molokai Hoe. So being able to continue the practice of our immediate kupuna and it’s the

practice of our first ancestors that came here,” Rawlins said.

For generations, they helped shape the islands’ paddling tradition from the earliest races to today.

“For us, it’s really important that paddling is not treated solely as sport, absent of culture, that cultural piece remains entwined with paddling,”

Rawlins-Fernandez said.

The race has changed over the years and has become more popular. Rawlins-Fernandez says it’s a balance of welcoming thousands of people

to the island while protecting the island’s limited resources.

“Be respectful when coming to our community in the ocean and on Molokai, we continue to have a reciprocal caring relationship with our

ocean, with our aina, with our community. We still live off the bounty from Kaunaloa,” Rawlins-Fernandez said.

Rawlins-Fernandez says she hopes the race continues to thrive — with respect, education and aloha.

“We just ask that they come with respect and follow the rules that are in place for a reason, support our local businesses, and try and make

relationships when you come as much as possible and support our keiki and opio paddling programs,” Rawlins-Fernandez said.

Copyright 2025 Nexstar Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

For the latest news, weather, sports, and streaming video, head to KHON2.
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After a short absence, climate troublemaker La Niña is back, and forecasters say it could have a big impact on the winter weather outlook.

La Niña is a part of a natural climate cycle officially known as El Niño-Southern Oscillation, what scientists call ENSO. The cycle swings between

warmer and cooler seawater in a region along the equator in the tropical Pacific Ocean. La Niña is marked by cooler-than-average ocean water

in the region.

Those subtle changes can have big ripple effects across the globe's climate, with the cycle at times increasing the chances for rain, drought,

hurricanes and other chaos. The effects vary drastically by region, even within the United States.
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Ancient El Niño? Mysterious climate cycle blamed for millennia of chaotic weather.
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