~Mariana Archipelago Sea
Turtle Workshop

On Jan, 25 o 27, 2011, the Cowncil
held che Maranas Acchipelago

Sea Turtle Workshop in Saipan,
CHMMI, to strengthen international
collalsorations wich areas with known
commmion green turthe stocks, The
Councils Indigenous Program was
able o include cultural participants
amd navigators From CHMI, Guam,
Hawai'i, American Samoa, Japan

arwd the Mhilippines to identifr the
cultural meeds and rraditions associated
with green turtles in order to develop
methods to integrare such needs intm
green turthe conservation activities

in the CHNMI and Guam.

This was the first time that sea turtle
science allowed cultural pracuiciomners
o prowide traditional knowledge on
the importance amd significance of
sea turthes to the indigenous people
and create a dialogue oo balance cultural
needs and modern-day conservation.
Some of the knewledge shared by the
practitioners, including sea turthe migra-
ey paths, e been confirmed through
modern ourtle-tracking research.

Uniting indigenous voices gn climate change.

Traditional resgurce managers sharing their knowladge af sea turtles.

First Stewards Symposia
on Climate Change and
Coastal Peoples

Becognizing that climate change will
have a larger impact on indigenous
peoples, the Council worked collabo
ratively with the coastal indigenous
peoples of Morth America in hopes
of advancing climate change strategies
that secure indigenous cultures, The
first symposium was held in 2012 at the
Mational Museum of the American
Indian inm Washingron, DOC, mw culovate
sustainable projeces and education
oppertunities for indigenous commu
nities that address climare change
and its associated impacts. A second
svmposium was held in Washingron,
D, in 2004, to address sustaimabalicy,
cultural and tood securiry, and tradi-
tional resource management practices.
For boch sympaosia, che Coungil
organized amd led the FMacific Islands
group. It alse ceeared a shorr video

Little Changes Have Big Impacts
on Little Idands, held high school
studdent photo-essay contests on
the symposia’s themes throughour
the Western Pacific Region and
supported the winner from each
island area to the symposia oo
showvease their winning entries. For
the 2014 symposium, the Council
commissioned the Anerican Samoa
Community College’s Samoan Studics
Tseivuee students o study similarities
in the traditional storkes about climate
and fisheries throughout the Pacific
Islands and brought a group of the
students o the symposium to share
their findings.

Together, these symposia provided
a bouder, unified voice bor indigenous
peoples to call upon the US govern-
ment o formally ackinowledge indige
nows peoples as the nation's Arst
stewards, to recognize ther expertise
and to consult with them on policies
that affect their way of life
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