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The legacy of MYRNA
and EDDIE KAMAE
is found in a lifetime

of work dedicated to
preserving and sharing
Hawai''s cultural
heritage through music,
film and education.
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[T MYRMA KAMAE

ecember bus long been nspeceal fime of the yeor

aary of sonis for er. Meott weelk, it will bo 61 ¥
beheld these iskinds for the wery first time.
T, [hiekis mday | hold close — aday that cluanped
i of my life,” she say=, “It was my first day in
Hawad'y, though [ didn’t know yet thet this beloved ploce
wirttld become my home, my tencher and the center of my
henit”

Of cowrse, it wouldn't be bung before her grosing fomnd-
eeas For the islands convinced Teer that she was in the right
place to put dovwn rooes, Maither would it be long batfore ghe
began carving out space inher bean in inclods amother love.

U Christmas Day 1965, she first laid eyes on Bddie
Eamae, o founding member of the tconic band Song of
Haowai'i and o man wie woulkd become an important figure
in the Hawalian colioral renaissance.

Ag she pecalls, the scene was a private Christmas party
oy Maui. Eddie was strammidng along on his bManin con
cart ‘nkolele. and slack-key master Raymond Kiine was
ACCOmpying him,

Aned-all Myma could do wiis sevel in the spellbinding
notes in the girand the captieating man behind mnny of
tlserm.

=1 juest stk by the doorand §disdn"Emove For bwo and g
Balf s yina pemembers, “They wene playing i
and everybody else was talking and dodng things: An

I heand this mosic, | justfell in

it And T hive to say thod
[ fell im lowve with the mu

aie Mg, bt it wain'f bong
afterwaid that 1 fellin love

with the ployer.”
The two eventually

' aartect dating and the fol
j!. lowring vear, they ted the
. knot. From then on, they
were insepambly connecied
[ and wholly ligned in thear
5 mibsskon in bife: 1o gather and
fhure the stories and sounds
l OF the people they loved, from
[ the islancs they chershed. for
present and futune penerations.,
[ In 2004}, Myroa and Ed-
e established The Hawaiian
Legacy Foundation, s nonprofit
| dedicated to documenting and
[ perpefunting the islamd’ cultom)
beritage through maesic, flm and
education, OF vifal imjpaortance
wis safeguarding countless vid-
L ens; audio recordings, papers ond
i photographs of what Eddie called
“lve peoat precious legecies” of the
alands’ revered eldems,

SEE PAGE 18




FROM PAGE 13

As Mymn explains when recounting this
fnbor of love, “We stepped into & joarney
we conld never have imagined: decades
of preserving Hawaiian stories, songs and
the woices of kipuna who entrusted us with
their knowledpe.”

Amd thomgh the couple enjoyed much
sucoess with their legacy efforts over the

Peeurs — including producing 11 swand-win-
ming Hawaiian cultural documentaries;
relessing seven LPz and five CDs, which
s hudes Christrmas and chibdren’s albums;
and suthoring the book Howallar Son: The
Life amad Muvsic of Eddie Kamaoe — all good
things, as the oft-uzed phrase goes; muosg
coime fo-an end,

Beginning this month, Myma plans to
wind down opesations ag the foundation and
shuiter it compledely by next spring., bnéx-
plaining her decision o close shop kees than
n decade after her husband’s death {Eddhe
passed eway in January 2017, the octoge-

LRArin sy s simply thne o et goof the
fonendation and finally pursue other mferesds,

"I'm 23, and even though I work with
wonderful people, ic's dime o kook at the
nent phinse of my Life and léam fo pliy “uki-

®ele, Tearn Havwaiian, play songs on oy vis
olin and read all the books [ haven't been
abie tovresd for the lase 30 years,” she says:

= "And, of course, eat healthy, exarcise and
have fim, foo!"

espite the noaprofit's impending

closure. the couple's valuabe work

will, forrnately, continue on ai

= miversity of Hawai‘i-West O ahu, There,

the foumdation’s complete collection of film

and peint materials will be transferred (0 nnd

digitally housed at the campis’s “Ulo" s

The Henry Ku'uaboha Giugni Moving Im-

age Archive of Hawai‘l and James & Abl-

fail Campbell Library, When the move is
complated in March, facalty, siudents and
the general public will have full access o
film files ot *Llo'ndo and print matedals at
the library.

= (Those) who work with this collection
will gain rare access o one of Hiwai'i's
most significant culiural archives and an
oppartanity o beasn directly from the sores
and wisdom Eddie gathered over decades,”
Myma says.

“Tthink that we have acoomplished the
things that Eddie and I set.out to do.” she
adds. "Mow, we're fucky that it's going to
be carried-on in such & wonderful way by
waonderfol peopla”

[ addithon, o recently anniuneed en-
dosersenl Mo e Kosass Foundetion will
furtlser the nonprofit’s educotional vigion
of providing students and Future. culbarnl
practifioners with scholnmships, mtemships
nngl fellowshipe, and foculty members with
grsnts,

Al of which asill thills aned inspires the
womman who fell beud over heels in love
with the Hawailan islands and Eddie Ka-
HEAE 500 MANY Vears ago.

“This moment i5 the beginning of & new
ers,” she sayvs, “one guided by the same
message that (repowned Howaiiamn scholar,
nathor and eduecator) Mory Kawenn Pukui
withd give Eddie after every work session:
"Ho'oma, Beldbe, Ho o, ™

Bevond counseling Eddie to
PEraEvere,
Pukut would
alan EmEmr-
ige him Lo
lock toward
the Funpure: by
focusing on
the Hittke ones.

“She'd =ny,
‘Do it-for the
chiliren; Then,
i will Live for-
ever, " recalls
My,

Since then, the
addvice his moid-
ed the foondation
i EVEry move it =
has mnde,

“And now,” shee wdds, *as The Hawaiian
Legnecy Foundation conapletes its nission,
the work continues — alive and growing
— through the students; the archiviim, the
misicians and the community members
who will carry it ingo the fubure,”

here's ot least one other reason why
this December is extra special for
Myme. The long-nvwaited Hawai-
ian trunslation of the previously released
The Eddie Kamae Songhook: A Mugical
Sonrmey, i finally availoble to the public.

Paortions of this free cultoral esource
= miche up of 34 songs that played an
instrumental purt in Eddie’s life — have
been released in recent days, while the
remuining trcks and their accompanying
Iyrics, music sheets, video and audio clips,
and more ore expectod o be out befors
monkh’s end.

“The digital book allows for instant
swiiching between English and Hawaiian

PM"*" "

(Tl Afver marrying in Magust 1566, Myrad and Eddie
ket formesd a umlon commitied 1o preserving Hawallan
stories and senns. Yogether, they estaliished The
Hamiaiian Letjacy Foundation in 2000, [Mbave} Sans of.
Hawaif members Dauld “Feet® Rogers, Eddis Kamae and
Yee Marshall gather 4t Hanawma Bay for a photo shoot
olbeswimg & recarding sesston. The band, whidh weri
threusgh many ncamations, effoctively ended with Bidie's
netirement in the sarly Vs,

PHOTOS COURTERY MYEHA HAMAE

— simphe and infuitive, exactly the way it
needed tobe,” she explains, “We called it
2n “Aunty Myrnn version” — necessible
i all generations, welcoming io learners,
and easy 1 use for teachers and families.

My whole iden was not only picking
songs that were important b Eddie’s jour-
ney, but that ench song have sudico and vid-
0 with it because | think that mikes the
songd come alive,”

Offering the digital songhook in *dlelo
Hawai'l was nod only vital i commumicat-
ing Bddie's wisdom and native values o

¥ Eddie Kamae Digital Songbook Now Available In Hawaiian
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I addition, a recently ennounced en-
divmmment from the Kosasn Foundetion will
forther the nonprofit’s educational vision
of providing stodents and fufure cultural
practifioness with scholarships, internships
et fellovorships and faculiy members with
grants.

Allof which still thrifls and inspires the
woman who fell kead over heels in love
with the Hawaiian islands and Eddie Ka-
T8 50 MANY YEHre Ago.

“This moment is the beginning of © new
eri,” e sayd, "one guided by the seme
message that {renowned Havwaiian scholar,
author and educetor) Mary Kawena Pukm
wiubd give Eddie after every vrock session:
‘Hor'oman, Eddiz. Ho'omaw,"™

Beyond counseling BEddie to
persevere,
Pukui would
also encour
age him Lo
laok tosvard
the fuure by
focusing on
the Hiithe ones.

“Bhe'd sny,
‘Do it for the
children. Thes,
it will five fos-

ever, " recalls
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Since then, the
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“ Aol movwe,” shee acldds, " The Hawalian stories ad songs, Baquihes, tbey estabiihed The

Legney Foamdation comgleies its mission,
the work continies — alive and geowing
— thoough the students, the archiviais, the
musicians and the community memberd
who will carry it into the future,”
here’s at least oipe other reason why
this December is exira special for
Myriva, The long-awaited Hawai-
inn transtution of the previously released
The Eddie Kapae Songhook: A Musical
Jonirney, is Gnally available @ the public,
Porticns of this free cultural resource
= made up of 34 songs that played an
instrumental part in Bddie’s lite — have
been released in recent days, while the
remiining trucks and their accompanying
Iyrics, mizsic sheets, video and audio clips,
nnsh more arg expected fo be out befors
maonth's end.
“The digital book allows for instant
switching betwesn English and Hawalian

Hawaiian Lagacy Foundatian in 2004, [Meove) Sans of
HawaiT wermibers Dowid “Feet” Bogers, Eddis Kamas and
Joe Marshall gather at Hanzama Bay for a plats shoot
Fallowing & recording sesdon, The hand, which went
theoegh many imcamations, effectvely caded with Bddie's
petiremEnt in-the earky 10905,

PHOTOS COLNTESY MYHILA KA MAE

— simple and intuitive, exactly the way it
needed o be,” she exploins. * 'We called 5t
un ' Aunty Mymna version” — accessible
to all generations, welcoming to lenrners,
wnd easy towse for teachers and families.

“My whole iden was not only picking
songs thot wrere impoctant to Eddie's jour-
ney, but that each song hove sudio pod vid-
eo with it because 1 think thot mnkes the
aongs come glive”

Oiffering the digital songbook in "oieln
Hawai ‘i was not only vital bo commumsng-
ing Eddie's wisdom and notive values io

Eddie Kamae Digital Songbook Now Available In Hawaiian

. ligteners. she adds, but also In
Sulfilling part of the foundstion’s
mmisslow, which is to share Hawai-
| lap music with smdents snd their
! families.
| Myma credits several indi-
widuals, ipcluding project di-
t!‘mcdman:lﬂvm Kapens Shini,
| writes-rranalator Lilinos An-
drevs, UH-West O“aho chan-
| cellor Maenetie Benham and
musiciai-educator Aaron Sali,
with helping to bring this "ma-
Jjor milestone™ o completion, She
alscr beligves their contribations will lead
others, especially the younger generation,
i appreciate the man whe not only belped
pioneet solo work on the "okolele, but who
also inmed his song arrangements infomas-
IErpieres,

‘Omeof Bdkdie's main gifts was his abilicy
Iny prrange & kong 0 that people would love
b play it,” Myme says. 5o many peapls
who play Eddie’s arrangaments have no
irkea that that is what made that song come
ilive."”

Marw, fhisrkcs to the releaseaf the song-
book and the contmuation of the founda-
tiomn s misaion and collection — soon to be
housed at UH-West O° ghy — thelr lifetime
of wark will live an,

And that's Important i Myma Kanie.

=1 look buck with gratitude and forward
with hope,” she says, “The jourrey that be-
goen for me in 1964 continues today in a new
way, grounded in the sime purpose tat Bd-
die and T shored: 1o preserve, o bonor and,
above all, to ho'omsan."

s



