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Papeete celebrates abundance for
Matari'i i ni'a

T ahiti, November 20, 2025 -
Papeete vibrated this Thursday,
November 20 to the rhythm of the first
official celebration of Matari'i i ni'a, a
day now recognized as a public holiday,
and which marks the beginning of the
year in traditional Polynesian culture in
line with the rising of the constellation
of the Pleiades.

Nearly 1,700 participants and more than
5,000 spectators attended the ceremonies

and the grand parade of flower floats on Pōmare Boulevard. A celebration that highlighted the
sea full of fish and agricultural abundance and marks the beginning of the year in traditional
Polynesian culture.

A great moment of sharing and enthusiasm without the rain. The evening continued with
concerts by Nohorai, author of the official song 2025, Sissa-Sué Okota'i and the Royal Band,
before a popular ball and fireworks. On Saturday, Tautira was to take over with a cultural day
punctuated by dances, songs, workshops and punctuated by the ritual of the 'ava, followed by
stargazing under the leadership of Christine Briant.

Supported by the country, Te Fare Tauhiti Nui and Tahiti Tourisme, this first edition of the
Matari'i i ni'a festivities marks a rebirth of traditions and the sacred link with nature, offering
the population a moment of communion between cultural heritage and popular joy. Associations
and municipalities also contributed to the event, perpetuating ancestral knowledge and the
sacred link between man, nature and the stars.
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