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The Honu Hospital
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Above left, animal care manager Taylor Prostor treats a Hawaiian green sea turtle, which had become entangled in fishing line, at the new
Hawai‘i Marine Animal Response Care Center, O'ahu’s first honu ER. Once rehabilitated, the turtles are released near the spot where they were
found—in this case, Ala Moana Beach Park (above right)—to much rejoicing and Instagramming.

T he rain didn't stop them, not these
volunteers, not today. On a gloomy
morning at Ala Moana Beach, OA191,
a Hawaiian green sea turtle, or honu,
is carried to the water and released
where it was found three weeks before,
entangled in fishing line, its left fore
flipper injured.

The turtle had been rescued by
Hawai'i Marine Animal Response, the
state's largest marine conservation
field response rescue and outreach
organization. These are the folks you
call when you find a distressed sea
turtle or seabird, and they'’re the ones
shooing curious beachgoers away from
basking monk seals.

“We're busy every day of the year,”
says HMAR founder and president Jon
Gelman. Its nine staffers and legions of
volunteers help more than two hundred
turtles a year, some requiring medical
care. A year ago, HMAR opened O‘ahu’s
first emergency care and rehabilitation
center for sea turtles near Makapu'u. Its
six holding tanks include a huge, ten-
thousand-gallon tank for larger turtles
and areas for treatments like laser and
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wound therapy, medical massage and
surgery. Gelman, who started HMAR
about ten years ago after retiring
from a career in telecommunications,
points to a juvenile turtle in one of
the 1,500-gallon tanks. It got tangled
in discarded fishing line—a common
threat—and its left fore flipper must be
amputated. The surgery will be done
onsite—the first surgery at the new
HMAR Care Center—using a state-of-
the-art anesthesia device.

When it started in 2016, HMAR
focused on Hawaiian monk seals, one
of the most endangered seals in the
world; on average, Gelman says, they
aided three thousand seals annually.

A year later, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration asked

if it could help sea turtles. A year

later, seabirds. “We follow the need,”
says Gelman, who has never taken a
paycheck. “We go where our resources
and capabilities can help the most.”
HMAR often gets mistaken for a state or
federal agency; most aren’t aware that
it's a private nonprofit relying on grants,
donations and velunteers. “We do what

we can, we make an impact,” Gelman
says, "but nobody knows who we are.”
HMAR is exploring the possibility
of setting up an outdoor space for
seabirds that become disoriented by
artificial light and fall to the ground
due to exhaustion or injury. (“Fallout”
happens most often between September
and December, when young birds are
just leaving their nests.) These birds—
mostly wedge-tailed shearwaters, or
ua‘u kani—typically don't need extensive
medical care, just a safe place to rest.
Last year alone, HMAR conducted 182
seabird interventions, 71 percent of
which were related to fallout.

“Nobody does what we do at the
volume we do it,” Gelman says. “And
we're always asking ourselves, ‘How
can we do what we do better and better
every year?™”

Ifyou see a marine animal in distress,
call HMAR's hotline at (888) 256-9840.

H-MAR.ORG
@HAWAIIMARINEANIMALRESPONSE
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