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In Paea, the building permit
cancelled: a citizen battle that pays
off

T ahiti, December 5, 2025 - Is it the
tragedy of Afaahiti, the persistence of
local residents or simply in-depth work
by state services? The result is there:
the building permit for the controversial
PK 26 site in Paea has just been
cancelled for fraud, after eight months
of nuisance and repeated warnings from
the inhabitants.

Since March, residents of a PK 26 easement
in Paea have been denouncing a construction

site whose din regularly exceeded 100 decibels. Two jackhammers operated continuously, while
the decree only authorized one. What was presented as a simple path development for a
fa'a'apu quickly aroused suspicions: the inhabitants saw it as a disguised commercial extraction.

Supported by the Tāhei 'Auti ia Moorea federation and the Vetea design office, the collective
claims to have discovered a "flagrant underestimation of the volumes" declared in the building
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The residents lived in fear that a stone would one day fall on their house. ©Tim McKenna
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permit, a decisive element which, according to it, constituted fraud. A letter was sent to several
authorities, demanding the cancellation of the permit.

For Tim McKenna, one of the leaders of the collective, the turn of events was unexpected. "I
was abroad when everything was unblocked. I didn't expect everything to go so fast," he says.
On his return, he was offered an appointment at the town hall of Paea this Thursday. "I thought
I would only see the mayor, but there was the director of the DCA (Directorate of Construction
and Development, editor's note), a technician, someone from the ministry... They told me
clearly that there had been errors in the licence."

According to the information provided at this meeting, the extraction carried out in the field
would reach more than 7,000 m³, well above the 1,800 m³ declared. "The country's services
came with Lidar drones and saw the real volumes. It was impossible to deny," explains Tim
McKenna.

Antony Géros, tāvana of Paea, confirms that the construction site "was authorised in the most
legal way possible in accordance with the documents presented during the building permit
application" but which "unfortunately did not take place in the most correct way possible".
"Following a recent inspection, there have been administrative decisions that risk going to
criminal proceedings against these works," he says, insisting on the fact that "as a tāvana, you
have no room for manoeuvre in terms of skills".

Une gêne sonore et un réel danger 
 
Pour les riverains, la situation avait dépassé la simple gêne sonore. L’ampleur des terrassements
exposait certaines habitations à un risque réel. “Ma voisine vivait dans la peur qu’un caillou
dévale un jour sur sa maison. C’est pour elle que je me suis battu”, confie Tim McKenna. 
 
Le chantier a été stoppé il y a une dizaine de jours, avant même la notification officielle. Le
permis, jugé frauduleux du fait des volumes sous-déclarés, est devenu caduc. Le propriétaire
pourra théoriquement redemander un autre permis. 
 
Au terme de huit mois de combat, d’échanges tendus sur les réseaux et de démarches
administratives parfois vaines, Tim McKenna reconnaît un certain soulagement. “Je suis content
que ce soit fini – surtout pour les voisines.”
 
Reste désormais à sécuriser le site, encore instable selon les constats officiels, et à déterminer
d’éventuelles responsabilités. Les riverains, eux, espèrent que ce dossier servira d’électrochoc.
“Il y a un vrai problème de contrôle en Polynésie. Les services sont en sous-effectif. C’est pour
ça que je dis aux gens : faites vérifier les permis, demandez de l’aide, ne vous laissez pas
marcher dessus”, conclut-il.
 
Interrogé sur ce dossier, le ministère du Foncier et du Logement, responsable de
l’aménagement, et ses services, n’ont pour l’ instant pas donné suite à nos sollicitations.

Rédigé par Darianna Myszka le Vendredi 5 Décembre 2025 à 13:27 | Lu 2977 fois

Massacre du Fenua à PAEA
about 2 weeks ago

LE PERMIS DE CONSTRUIRE EST ANNULE POUR FRAUDE

Grace a l’ initiative de Tavana Tony Géros ce matin à la Mairie de Paea le
collectif a eut une reunion avec tout les acteurs de ce dossier.
Le directeur de la DCA , un cadre technique de le DCA , une représentante
de la direction de l’ aménagement du territoire de Polynésie Française , l’
adjointe administrative en charge de l’ urbanisme et de l’ aménagement de
Paea, un élue et 2 membres du collectif. ... See more
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