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The ‘25!-""j Armual Symposivm on Sen Turtle Biology and Conservation was held between 17 amd 20 March 2003 ot The Legerd
Homed im Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, hosted by the Communiny Conservation Setwork, Howsii, and WWEF-Malmysia, The mecting
wis ablemded by slightly more than 300 participanis representing 73 counlnies, o dramabic drop in parbicipation lroim prevess
yusars bromghe #boun in o sl pari by e Teomming war in the micklle st negion aod concerns over travel safery, For 22 vears
the Symiposium hod been an Americos-based event, even thowgh it is the anmunl gathering of the “inlermational” sea turtle society,
and walh the move 10 Malaysa, the Syaposium boped 1o raise the avwanmess among the geinesal pablic of ihe plighi of marine
mriles i Scuthenst Asia, amd share the cpommows eapedise of the world apthorifies on sea tuntles with this so-far
underrepresenied region. Adopting s thenw, “Living With Tuetles”, the Sympesium bsd o very personal flavenr, and the
smaller number of participanis made it possibbe o make and renew zoquinlances. mmd have tme for discussion bolween sessbn.
‘While the frvel safety concemn excuse was often quoted, it was a pity, paricularly we the large contingent «f peopbe wh attended
ihe event Tor ke first time from underrepreseed regions, that many of the househalkl names linked to marne furike biology and
cinservalion were nat presenl G share their keowledee and promede the global coneems o the plight of tanle populations,

T vemwe was idel for the ovenl, and il stall were ateniive amd keen do aseisd in brimging together what resaléed in being a
seaumiess evend right from the very beginning, Motwithstusding the tepscally-highes poice range of the hotel, the management
were extremely fexible in pricing iheir serviees, foed and beverage an reasonable costs o accommesdnte o even Inwer the
vprcal prices encountered al severnl previous vemues, | Beleyve s moom cosis (USEF 45 per nighd) and food coscs {circa LIS 10
per doy) in many wiys affsel the higher ravel cosls encountersd by o percentzge af the parbicipumis.

The Symposium alss mcluded 3 number of side events, including the 10 Apnual Resion of Latin Anserican Spocialisis
gpenrheaded by Alejandre Fallabrine, the 2 Meeting of Mediterranean Speciolists put together by Dimitris Margoritoulis, each
of which Wnpnmd. over thirty participamts, and the firsl mecting of 1he Advasory Commiites 1w e Memoranduam isf
Understanding on tle Conservation and Manpgement of Marine turiles and their Hobitats of the Indion (oean and Sauth Eas)
Asin (FISEA Moll), coordinated by Douglas Hykle, There was alse a special lonch session on Freshwater Torioies pul togeiber
by Chaick Shaffer o take advantage of flse location 1o msldress regiennl issues on the werbeise e, 2 disoussion session on the
interactions between Fisheries and morine furibes onganzzed by Poole Cosale, from WWF Haky, ond the sfvunl meeting of the
ILCN Marine Twnb: Specinlist Group (MTSG), spearhended by Perran Ross.

The Special Sessien for H03 was entitled ~Incigenows Coltures and Marine Tunles™ asd was an ogeopt 1o bring woeether people
frsm different clbmic backgrounds for whom furles hove o religioes or culloml significasee, and w asddress o se of use
versus comserviliog, of even theet cosxistence, providing time for disctisbons amang the vared and apposing viewpoinds,

A mpjor compsnent of the educationsl nspect of the Sympesium wos the Togwing and Telemelry Workshop, For which & oumber
ol companies conimbated matersls and effort Srockbiands Pry. Led. {Awstrolind ard Mational Bimd and Tag Co. (LISA), donzted
conventional flipper tags and applicalors; Deston (EID Aalien B.Y., Buropa), Basmark (U5A) and Trovan leaned of PIT g
readers and domoted npplicotors ord minny PIT tgs; and Sirmack Py, (New Zeoland) and Telonics (USA) provided duiminy
salellite transgimitless for anachment during the workshop,

Chiven tee impending threal of war o ibe middle sasi regien, many participamis concelled their registemgion and muy more simply
did nod obierdl, cresfing & major problens in the development of the progranmse, Therefore, shorily before e event staried, the
commuitiee compleely rebutle the progranue o do away with the pumercus gaps created by dhe cancellations. [n the end we
showensed over T oml presentations and |58 posters, ond many parts of the world were represconed for the very firss time 5t (b
event. In an edfon o maintom seme of the standonds thar had been st dunng previous meetings, simulianecas tmnslaion wos
pmvidul fram Himmm tr Erglish and vicesversa dunmg the enbine event.

Az pocurs each year, the stwderd awards competition agadiy atieaciod a signilican number of participonts. The resulis of the
sludent pwnrds compelition were as follvws: Biology paper ronmer up = Fulvie Muflucc, Zeological Station of Maples; “Troee
chemsentd accammulation and tissue disribution in lopgerhesd tles from the Western Mediterranean g™, Blology paper
wirmer - Busty Day, College of Charleston: “Mercury i lopgerhead sea turtles in the souibenst L5 sssessing healih impacts and
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developing monitoring stiegies”, Rinlogy poster winner - Eduardo Amsr Coevas Flores, Universidad de Merida; “Mapping and
characterizing foraging hobita of immature hawksbill trtles in frond of the biosphers reserve Rio Laganos, Yiscatan, Mesice™.
Conservalion paper winner - Yeanna Samuel, Comell Diniversity: “Underwater noise asd anthropogemc disturbance in critical sea
bl habitm™. Conservation poster winner - Cachi Campbell, Universiy of Flonsdn: “Assessment of the Taruguers, Cosin Rics
green furibe pepudation”, | wouolkd like oo ke tis opporindly o once again congratuloee oll ibe winierss for e owstaisding
coniribyitions,

This year the Society was the recipient of a mumber of grants from various organizations and Foundatione. Tl Synypossum
nwmaged o ativact USD 127000 in fending o sopport ravel awards, the costs of hesting the event, and the simulionenus
iranslation serviees, Support for this symposium came from mony sources, reflecting the diverse nature of the group the
imterational s Turtle Society has become: the MOAA / Natsonal Manne Fisheries Service Seathens Fisheries Scicnce Cester
and Office of Proecied Besouros, e David and Lucille Packard Foursdorion, ihe Wesiem Pacific Fberics Management
Council, Fishwries anl Oceans Canada (Sciercs Branchi, the World Wide Fund for Matare (UK, the CGlobnl Gresn Fund, RARE
Center, the ASEAN Regional Cenire for Biodiversity Comservatson. the Homeland Foundation, and the Convention on Migratory
Species,

Ton addition o il funds raised theough gramis, the Sympesiom alse had sonse 33000 o 40000 m incone froom registration fees,
shles and auctions, for an approsimase total of cires USDE 163000, sand experienced costs 0 the region of USD 145,000, When all
was finally inbalated by our Treasurer, the Symposiom contributed & sum of over LSO 1000040 the Sociely's aceounis,

Anotber indtiative that seak place daring the 237 T8 was a membership drive for the Internationa] Sea Tumle Socieny, which is
currently undergaing the fransition fiom Al Sympesiun o Soceety. Memhership in ihe Sociely will provide voling
privileges and discounts on regiatraton fees for the aonual symiposis, ol the foes will akso go roward  supporting te Mazine
Turile Mewslotior, which is a key information diseminetion avenue for Sociely-relabed anmooncements and reports. 1 would
encourage mll wha hve nol dene s o sign up & mentbees throagh the s semle.org websine,

Fimally, I would like o tske this opporiuniy w thank ance ayain the people who made ihis ovent poasible twowsgh theic
comtrihutions in thnwe and dedication: Michael Coyne, whe made the website avaitable: Som Sadove and Kartik Shanker for
putting iogether the proprany; Brendan Godley and Matthew Broderick for arranging the Tagping and Telemerry Wackslap:
Chuck Shaffer for asranging tlse Freshwater Torvise session; Pools Cosale for putiing wegetber the discussion session om
Figheries Turtbe Internctions: ond Jeff Seminoff, Ano Barragan, Koren Eckert, Alan Balien, Prendan Godley, and Angels Fromid
For getting: all dhe wrovel awards oul 1o thuse mooeed. A greal deol of oppreciation poes 1o Bd Drane fir helping koo accurae
cantrol ol vur finances, and w Manjuln Tiwari, Leslie du Tedl, Anmy Chaves ond Hendas Hutaharmt for trnslating all the
anncuncemens. Finally, I'd like w jhonk Mattbew Codfrey, Kariik Shanker and Lisa Campbell for helping arange the
Iidigeoois Session, which was a highlipht of the svent.

The annual gatherings of our nsembership are 2 highlight of the vear ansd alse an mportar opportamly Tor us be share our ileas,
knuwledge and experiences, However, the Soviety shoubd ot mdl siself w just meeting once a vear, Both Bod Mast (presiden
ehect) and 1 have committed o developing plais for sn expansion of the Society”s redes, oo we weleoms iy feedback from the
membership,

Finally, for me persomnlly, puiting iogether this Svinposium wis o wenderfol experience. A sipnifien sddition 1o my worklond,
bt an unforgetinble expermmce manetheless. 1 gt o mest mony new people, make many new ricmds (and probably seame
enemies abng the way ton, and generally folt it was o constructive effort and extrensely rewnrding, Griven the noture of peeple
whir wark with manine twries, mamy of whom ase perscnal friends of mine, this is oot that hard 1o anderstand. | look Torsand o
el as many of you as possible 21 our next venue in Costa Biea, [am sare 40 will be anotber memerzhle event!
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STUDENT AWARDS- 2003
Fulvio MufTuced, Zealogical Simson of Mapbes: "Treee clemonts sccummulation and rissoe

distribution in laggerhead ruetles feom the Western Medditeranmean Sea™

Rusty Day, Collepe of Charlesion: “Mercury in loggerhead sca wriles in the sovibesst 115:
aasesring healil impecis and developing monitoring simbegies”

Eduvardo Amir Curvas Flores, Universidad de Menids: “Mapping and chamcierizing foraging
habatar of immature hawkshill mrtles in front of the biesphere reserve Ria Lagartos, Yucatan,
Mexica",

Yiwnma Samuel, Comell Universie: “Underwaisr nxdse and  mdhrapagenic dasturbance in
critseal sea furiles habital™,

Cathi Camphbefl, University of Flonda: “Assessment of the Tostuguena, Cresia Rica green tunle
pupubalam™.



ﬂ,t“‘ s ":'c% MNOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-536

§
%' 4

PROCEEDINGS
OF THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL
SYMPOSIUM ON SEA TURTLE BIOLOGY
AND CONSERVATION

“Living with
Turtles”

17 to 21 March 2003, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Compiled by: Nicolas J. Pilcher

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
MNational Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Science Center
75 Virginia Beach Drive
Miami, FL 33149, USA

March 2006



