Discussion re. Lin, Crowder & Shi opinion paper

Comments from Dr. Xia on Nov 20
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Translated version:

1. Captive breeding is the fastest method to rapidly increase population size in the short
term. Eggs laid by captive female turtles should be transplanted to natural nesting
sites for hatching (this is already being done).

2. The hatchlings produced should not all be collected for captive rearing; instead, the
majority (>50%) should be released back into the sea immediately. A smaller portion
can be raised for 1-2 years, but only after undergoing a three-month acclimatization
before being released into the ocean. Long-term captive rearing of sea turtles is not
recommended, as prolonged captivity of wildlife does not constitute true ecological
conservation.

3. Sea turtles can only fulfill their ecological role by returning to the ocean, maintaining
the health and dynamic balance of marine ecosystems.

4. A very small portion of captive-bred sea turtles can be kept for public education and
ecotourism purposes.

5. Only about 100 adult sea turtles are used for captive breeding, with some parents
sourced from the breeding population in the reserve and others from wildlife rescue
efforts.

6. The protected area began gradually emphasizing and preparing for captive breeding
in 2010 and successfully achieved breakthroughs in green sea turtle breeding in
2017.



Views discussed between George and Connie earlier and passed to Dr. Xia for response on
Nov 19
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The key points that need to be addressed in the opinion paper are:

1. The view that artificial breeding as a conservation method will not succeed. Of
course, this method cannot be relied upon alone, but it is the only way to protect
China’s remaining populations when there is no effective management of marine
resources. Conservation work needs to be carried out in a synchronized and orderly
manner.

2. Negative comments about artificial breeding in the Huidong Reserve and the claim
that there are no female turtles laying eggs.

3. The country’s efforts to protect the ocean and sea turtles. As far as | know, the
country has not only established protected areas and conducted release activities,
but fishery practitioners also release accidentally caught sea turtles or send them to
protected areas for care. Current measures are not solely based on artificial
breeding. Of course, there is still more work to be done, such as properly reducing
accidental captures and combating illegal trade.

4. The authors suggested removing the content about artificial breeding from national
policy, but based on the above, that content should not be removed.



