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THE 5EA TURTLE PROJECT AT PHRA THONG ISLAND, THAILAND: WORKING WITH THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY, TOURISTS AND VOLUNTEERS
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The Sea wrile Project st Phrn Thong island, Scath Thailand siared iz years agoe in collobamlion with the Phuked Maorine
Hicbegical Center, Thallond, The project focmses on three main nspects: seientific research, conservation awareness
cducation. Every season since the first vear, the beaches have been neoitored o onder b evaluabe the sea turtle nesting nctivitivs,
Peesting selivity was bow (range from 4 w13 per vear ) ond belonged do three species; Lepdachels ofivaces, Dermochelvs
coutacea and Chelonig myvdas. [n 202, 8 satellite tracking device was appliod on an clive ndicy nesting tuntie, the first in the
Andansn Bea For this species. Thanks 1o the educativnol programinie which consisied of lessons o dilferent corservalson opics
m the hecal schooks, the commanity was involved in e projecs. Bedng baged in o small lourist resort, Gobden Buddhn Beoch,
NWATETICES TNBNE tourists whs always conducted. Velunbeers fom different port of the world peribcipsted i the projeet,
contribution immensely and valshly o tbe feldwork,

I 20062, the project developed a pew comservation approach focwsimg on mangroves in callobamtion with the Thai Iestituee of the
Ronoing Constal Fedources Besearch Center. The overall aim of il project i w0 understond asd monior the vegelation ol the
ikand, and o involve the local community, Specics of mongroves were iestified asd & first GIS map of different habitnts of the
island was produced. Traiming 1o sudents coming from differeed countries wos conducied during the projeet

MARINE TURTLE NESTING AT THE ARCHIE CARR RATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, FLORIDA, USA IN 2002:
GREEN TURTLE NESTING ACTIVITY CONTINUES TO INCREASE EXPONENTIALLY
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The 21 km stresch of beach in South Brevand County, Florida, USA, known as the Archie Carr WWH, has heen surveyed daring
ebch nesling smsen smee (981 b enamerate nest production for three species of manne mrthes. Logpaerheads [ Caredie caretal,
Circen tusibes (Cbefonia mdash and leatherbacks (Dermechelps coviacen) repalardy nest on this beach, Green tirle pesting has
been growing expenemdialy sinoe-1990 and set o new record agnin in M2 with 2588 nests, Loggerheod nesting finished os the
sivnd bewes! year (1163 ] mesis] sinoe 1990 bur ihat mumber sl constisies a 25 1% increase above the long tenm averge of
the 19805, Lesberbock nest production at 11 nests was the Towest sinoe 1997, We relate 0 nomber of cepevially significan iag
FCOVEry evonts it occurmed during the 202 season. Long ferm trends and rebsted issues sre discussed,
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